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Thb narrow and selfish policy of the late queen had left 
the succession to the crown in suspense and uncertainly 
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James VI. of Scotland was by descent the next heir: 
but the esitlusion of Ihe Scottish line in the will of 
Henry VIII. hod thrown some duubt on his right ; and 
it was generally believed that his pretensions would 
meet wiih opposition from the fears of the noblenif^n 
whose handd had been stained with the blood of his un- 
fortunate mother; from the jealousy of the chui'elimen, 
who must fear the accession of a prince ediicateiJ in the 
principles of Calvin; and from the intrigues of the ca- 
tholics, whose interest it was to seek relief from Cbe 
penal laws by supporting a catholic successor. For years 
the public mind had been agitated with predictions of 
the fearful consequences to be apprehended on the death 
of Elizabeth ; predictions which tlie event proved to 
have been no better than the dreams of timid or design- 
ing politicians. Not a voice was raised in favour of any 
other claimant. The supposed enemies of James h^d. 
long ago made their peace with their future sovereign; 
the clergy gave credit to his assurances that he loulhed 
a form of religion which led to the depression, if not the 
extinction, of the royal authority*; and the catholics, 
flattered by the reports of their agents, hailed with joy 
the succession of a prince who was said to have promised 
the toleration of their worship, in return for the atlac-h- 
ment which they had so ofien displayed fiir the house of 
Smart, 
isna. By the address of Cecil the accession of the Scottish 
oT '''"S "'"^ proclaimed, before the death of the late queen 
" ■ had become publicly known. At his invitation thirty- 
Dve individuals, councillors, prelates, peers, and officers 
of state, met him at Whitehall, and, with the name of 
the lord mayor at the head, subscribed a declaration 
that James of Scotland was the lawful and undoubted 
heu- to the English crown. Not a 

• It «AS prohnbly to enconrnsD Ihii bpHtf Ihnt 
coo noron, ivliich Y„- had conjpleleil in 159», one 
uii-Bnally nail [bat U vent thioDgli Ibna ediUg 
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fl.D. 1603.] HE ESTERS ENGLAND. 3 

The whole body assembled in front of the palace, and 
proceeded llience to llie Ci'osa in Cheupside : at both 
piat'es the king of Scols was proclaimed by the voice of 
Cecil himself; and the citizens, by their acctamaiiotis, 
bon&res, and the lingin;; of bells, testiiled iheir salisfac- 
tion at Ihe accession of ihe new monarch *. 

James, who was in his thirty- seventh year, received 
the intelligence with tniiispovts of joy. He had long 
been weary of a throne on which his darling propensities 
were continually cheeked liy the want of money, and 
hia high notions of the royal dignity were combaled by 
the levelling principles of the clergy, and ihe factious 
spirit of the nobles. He lost not a moment to take pos- ApiH 
session of his new inheritance: lisions of wealih and ^ 
power and enjoyment floated before his imagination; 
and his expectations were confirmed during his progress 
by the cheers of the mult I des 1 ass mbled t greet 
their sovereign, and bj tl mpt m t 

which he received in th h t ll hi y d 

gentry. To his ScolCisli f 11 1 m k 1 1 

exuUation, that they had tit 1 th L d f 

Promise. 

But, as he proceeiled, tl tl f lb E lisl 

began to cool. The gait f I I 

graceful, his countenaiic pi A to pp 

rently too bulky for the m th h h co t n I t, y 
that rolled their lai^e and t b th d 

ing objects, and a scanty bea d scarce y 'nd' a e of 
manhood, were not calculated to n p re ave nor o be 
get affection ; and the k n^, s un v II gness to be seen 21 
by the crowd^ that came o meet h m tl e 1 a w th 
which he ordered an cffenler to be e\ecuted w lout 
trial or defence, and the pa t al y «1 ich he betrayed o 
all occasions for his ow cou me p o okel from 
some expressions of dislike, and awakened m others the 
fear of a despotic and unpopular reign +. 
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In many his marked antipathy to his predecesaor ex- 
cited the most painful emotions. So keenly did he feel 
tlie injuries which she hod inllicted on his mother and 
himself, that he could not hear the mention of her name 
without sLowiiii; signs of uneasiness and displeasure *. 
Of her talents he affected to speak with disparagement, 
of her morals with reproach. It might have been ex- 
pecteil that he should honour her funeral with his pre- 
sence: but he was spared this mortification by an order 
of the council, that the body of the late queen should be 
interred before the arrival of her successor. The ab- 
sence of the king was, however, supplied by the volun- 
^F'llary altendance of fifteen hundred persons in deep 
''• mourning, who, in testimony of their respect for the me- 
mory of Elizabeth, followed her remains to Westminster 
Abbey, where they were deposited in the chapel of 
Henry VII t. 

From Edinburgh James had invited the earl o!" South- 
ampton, still a prisoner in the Tower, to meet his friend 
and sovereign at York. This act of kindness to the as- 
sociate of Essex alarmed all those who hod been instru- 
mental in the death of that nobleman. They were now 
ilivided into two factions, mortal enemies to each other; 
the secretary, with his colleagues of the council, and the 
earl of Northumberland with lord Grey, lord Cubhara, 
and sir Waller Raleigh. All hastened to meat the new 
monai-ch, that they might remind him of their past, and 
tender to him their future services. But James had 
already made his election. If the secretary had more 
deeply offended, he was yet the more likely to prove 
usefuL Him he confirmed in office; a sliare of the 
royal favour was also promised to Northumberland; but 
Cobham and Grey were left to complain of ingratitude 
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A.D, 1603,] niSTRIBOTlO: 

and neglect ; and Raleigh lost not only the honourable 
po,tiif captain of the guard, but the more valuable office 
of narcieii oi'tlie slamicries*. 

James had accepted the invitation of Cecil to spend a 
few (lays at Ilia house of Tlieobalds, where lie was enter- Maj 
tained with extraordinary magnificence. Of laie ye;irs, '• 
under Elizabeth, the secretary had guided without con- 
trol the councils of the nation: but to retain the same 
fre'Cminenco uiid th w monarch was a matter of 
doubt and difficulty H 1 d t t 1) tl t t f 1h 
sovereign, and loiihf dlpfl f t 

vourites He sp t h tm as 1 f m n 

" trouble, hurrying fgnn j; d llkmt 

" ters, knowing i t wh e tl 1 d es f 1 

" court might bea h m A n w I f d 

into which, by his d t 1 ast h h i p 1 

tion, sis Scotsme dm t d th d k f L 

the earl of Marr th 1 id H m G g H 

Bruce of Kinlos d t y Elpl b t t 

the same time, to balance the account between the na- 
tions, six English ■oblemen, the earls of Northumberland 
and Cumberland, the lords Henry and Thomas Howard, 
and the barons Zouch and Bnrrough, received the same 
tionour "f. 

As the king entered London, pcnclamation was made 7. 
to suspend all grants of licenses and raonopolieis, till 
they had been examined by the council ; to revoke all 
royal protections for the purpose of delay in the courts 
of law ; and to prohibit the abuses of purveyors, of the 
milkers of saltpetre, and of the officers of the household, 
Honnurs were afterwards bestowed with a most lavish 
hand. The earl of Southampton and the young earl of H 
Esses recovered their titles and estates; Mounljoyand 
three of the Howards were raised to the rank of earl ; 
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8 JAMES r. [chap, I. 

nine new barons were erealed, among whom was Cecil 
the secretary ; and in the course of three monllis Ihe 
honour of knighthood was conferred on seven humired 
individuals. This profusion provoked nmrmurs: and a. 
pusquiniLde was seen 6&ei on the door of St Paul's, 
offerings to teach wesk memories the art of recollecting 
the titles of the new nobility *. 

The accession of the Scottish prince was calculated to 
produce an important change in the political relations 
of England. He felt nothing of that animosity against 
the king of Spain which had so long festered in the 
breast of his predecessor ; nor did he know how to re- 
concile with his high notions of the royal authority the 
wisdom of lending aid to men in arms against their legi- 
timate sovereign. Aware of his disposition, the states 
of Holland sent to him a splendid and honourable em- 
bassy, at the head of which was Frederic prince of 
Nassau, aided by the sagacity and experience of three 
able statesmen, Valck, Barnevelt, and Brederode. But 
James stood on his guard against their entreaties and 
flattery ; he invented pretexts to elude every demand of 
an audience ; and over his cups he hesitated not to brand 
the deputies and their masters with the ignnminious de- 
signation of traitors. On the other hand, the conduct of 
the archduke gave him the highest pleasure. That 
prince, in compliment to the king, discharged all his 
English prisoners, as the subjects of a friendly monarch ; 
and then solicited and obtained permission to send an 
ambassador to tne English court. For this office he 
choEQ one of the llrst noblemen in his dominions, the 
le count of Aremberg. Aremberg, however, came, not tc 
negociate, but to protract the time, till instructions could 
ho obtained from Spain; he employed the interval in 
studying tlie temper of the court, and in purchasing by 
presents an interest in tne council. 

Two days after Arembei^ landed a rival statesman, 
• aiowe, an-isn. sec acalEilogue at the vtcnopaliei !n Lodse.iil. 
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A.n. [r,n3.] EMB s 7 . 

n> the cdelii'ated Rhosnv, h tt k d k of 

Sully*. The kinft of'F n had 1 h ded the 

Holknders in conjunction 1 tl q n f E gl d ; 
tlie Buccessiott of the new m a I u ht h m f ar 
that the whole burthen m t de 1 p n h mself or 
the Spanisli king would co th d m n f the 
revolted provinces. Unde th m\ Rl y as 

despatched to oppose the t fA mberji by he 

distributionof presents to the amou t f ty tl and 
crowns, he secured the favour of the queen and of the 
courtiers; and the elegance of his manneis, the deli- 
cacy of his (lattery, and his insinuating eloquence, won 
gave him a temporary ascendency over the mind of 
James. He taught the king to mistrust the fidelity of 
his own counsellors. Cecil vras openly charged with 
duplicity ; and the royal signature was subscribed to a 
treaty drawn up by the Frenchman. It bound the kingsjune 
of England and France to aid the states with men and 25. 
money, but clandestinely, and without any manifest 
breach of amity with Spam : and, if Philip should re- 
sent such practices, then to join in open hostilities 
against that monarch. The ambassador departed exult- J"'? 
ing in the success of his raiision , it soon apyieared that *• 
his influence depended on his presence. The trealj was 
indeed ratified ; but it bound the king lo lillle which 
could divert him from the pursuit of his great object, 
peace with all the nations of Christendom +. 

While the French c*>urt negociated in England, the 
Spanish cabinet, with its characteristic slowness, con- 
sumed the time at home in endless consultations. To 
solicit a peace from the new king appeared lo Philip 

• Rhmnj mnbstlied nHh hij luiteoa bonta of t™ Msiela offeirdbi tha 
Emtlisli Tlo-adminil ; »i>ci on lil» iwmbbb he wu> met tiy the Fr — '■ -'— 

nediulelj pourerl a hroa 
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8 JAMKS I. [chap. I. 

equivalent to a confession of weakness ; to continue (he ' 
war ivai to remuve every probability of tediicing liis re- 
volted subjects. Duriim this struggle lietiveeii pride 
and interest, two Englishmen orii'ed at Madrid, tlie 
envoys of tbat expiring faction which hiis been called 
the Spanish party among the English catliolips. In tlio 
preceding year Thomas Winter, as its represenlativo. 
had arranged with the ministers of Philip o plan for lie 
invasion of England. The death of Elizabeth discon- 
certed the project. The catholics almost unanimously 
supported the right of James ; and Garnet hiid thought 
it prudent to burn (he breves in favour of a catholic suc- 
cessor. Htill a few discontented individuals remained; 
md Wright was despatched from England, Faukes 
fiom Flanders, to discover tlie real disposition of the 
Spanish council. Tlie duke of Lerma thanked them for 
tlieir offers, and assm'ed them of the gratitude of his 
sovereign ; but added that Philip had no cause of lios- 
tility against James ; he looked on the king as his friend 
and ally ; and had appointed tlie Conde de Villa M 
diana his am E 
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and R ny he exhaordinary ambassador. But no 
u na given to the overture: Henry wisely 

p ef d d cility with which Jamoa listened to his 
en s, b be wild and impraulicablo schemes of 

hre d nten ed courtiers. Here Northumberland 
had h p d n e to desist. The other two persevered 
n li g ™f * course, and Cobiiam peraonally, Ra- 

gh h h bham, made proposals to Areraberg, the 
ambassador of Ibe archduke, who, ignorant of the senti- 
ments of the king of Spain, consulted the court of Brus- 
sels, and was ordered to encourage the correspondence 
That they asked for money in return for their future 
services, can hardly be doubled : but what those services 
were to be, is uncerlain perhaps was Ile^er deterramed 
The character of Raleigh forbids us to attribute to hira 
any other object than the overthrow of his political 
enemies by the support of the Span sh interest against 
that of France: but Aremberg may haie had other 
more important results in -new the establishment of a 
pa*ly in favour of the claim of the Infanta or ai «as 
pretended, of Acibella Stuart under tie [lotection of 

This' in the language of the init ated wai termed 
" the main :" "the b)L, or ' the suipnsm„ trea on a 
subordinate and equally mysterious plot, was under the 
direction of sir Griffin Markham and of George Brooke, 
wlio, being the brother of lord Cobliam, was the 
ing link between the twof. Discontent made t 
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ipirators, and the Buecesaful attempt of the Scottisli 
lords on a former occasion suggested to them the for- 
cible seizure of the rojal peraoo. With tho king in 
their poeaession, they would be able to remodel tba 
government, to wreaJt their vengeance on theu- ene- 
mies, Cecil and sir George Home, and to secure to 
themselves and their fiiends tho principal offices in the 
state. It waa not, however, pretended that with the 
conduct of this plot Cobham and Raleigh had any con- 
cern. They were sadsfied to knovf of its existence, 
and to cherish a hope that " if one sped not, the other 

But how were Markham and Brooke, men without 
money or inauence, to accomplish their purpose ? They 
sought fur co-operafora among the puritans and the 
catholics, who, though enemies to each other, were 
equally dissatisfied with the penal code which op- 
pressed them, and might easily bo led to approve of 
an enterprise which had for its object reli^ous tolerar 

Among the oatholiea they connected themselvea 
with the missionary Watson, who, during the late 
reign, had been distinguished by his opposition to 
tho Spanish party. To James he had rendered the 
most important services, but in return had been 
treated by the monarch with neglect and ingrati- 
tudef. Whether he really sought to further the 

' Ccgfl'a letter to Parrj apud Calcy, Life of aald^h. ii 8 In it he ex 
presslj BUiilrates the conspLracy to Markham and Brioko : and aflrts, m 
gat It was lDl«i«ed to make Walam Iwa chaictllM, SooU™ tod t™™™' 
Marth am s«retrLrf , mid flrey eat] marihal. But 1e It posatble to beljera 



31 Ihat by Watson ; and Walson Bays that ft 

lodoiD " lallt. Wheq he spoke of himself ag keener of the Meat Kal, be 
' «J'r^'*'"ifc*a for Ws folly by Copier. See VaUon'fl oonftsilon of 
Wattou had wiLtttn lo favour of Jama gainst the pretensknia of (bs 
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object of the coDSpitators, or to make their efforts 
eubaervient to his own plana, may perhaps bo doubted : 
but he called together his oonEdontial friends, and 
began with administering an oath which bound them 
to watfih over the safety of the king, to procure by 
all lawful moans the restoration of their religion, and 
never to betray, without permiBsiun from the heads, 
the secret pliins of the society'. lie next proposed a 
resolution that they should assemble in a numerous body, 
should throw themselves on their knees before the king, 
as he went out to hunt, and representing the services 
which they had done at his accession, should beg in re- 
turn the toleration of thar religion. More than this was 
not iMvttlged openly : to a few he disclosed his mind with- 
out reserve. The puritans, he told them, had formed a 
plan to obtain possession of the royal person. It was 
therefore his plan, that they should meet in the neigh- 
bourhood, under the pretence of presenting a petition, 
should improve the opportunity to liberate the sovereign 
from his captors, should conduct him to a place of 
security, and there solicit from him liberty of con- 
Bcienee. James could never refuse so small a boon 
to the liberators of his personf. 

Among the puritans, Brooke and Markham applied to 
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lord Grey, a young nobleman of enthusiHstio zeal and 
determined courage. He thought his merit overlooked 
by the king : his enemy, Southampton, waa established 
in the royal favour; and hia brethren in religion loudly 
complained of penalties and disabihties. On these ac- 
counts he entered with cheerl'ulneaa into the plot, and 
promised to bring to the " surprise " one hundred men 
on horseback. 

The coDspiratora had originally intended to eSkct 
their purpose at Greenwich, during the darkness of the 
night : but when it was considered that three hundred 
armed gentlemen lay within the palace, they preferred 
to make the attempt at Hanworth, where James, in 
his hunting patties, was accustomed to call for refresh- 
ment at the house of a- private gentleman. But when 
the appointed day, the 24th of June, approached, the 
lord Grey, to the surprise of his associates, proposed 
to defer the enterprise for some months. He was, 
in reality, jealous of the reported number of the catho- 
J^«lisB, and hoped to strengthen his own party in the 
2*- interval, under the pretest of collecting forces for the 
service of the states. Within a day or two Watson 
and his friends arrived. They were, however, few, 
and without followers : the leaders saw that their force 
vras unequal to their object ; much altercation ensued ; 
and the design was at last abandoned as impracti- 

About two months before this, Markham and Wat- 
son had sought to bring about not only a recon- 
dliatjon, but even a coalition, between their own 
party and theur former opponents of the Spanish fac- 
tion. Conferences were held, and a long oorre- 
spondenee was continued, during which the Jesuits, 
Darcy, Holtby, and Gerard, the negotiators, acquired 
some knowledge of the surprisal of the royal persona 
projected by the conspirators of the Bje. Blackwall, 

■ Cojleyi confession, in Appendix, nole (4). 
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the arch-priest, and Garnet, the pravinckl of the ao- 
cietj, insiated that the infonnation should instantly be 
laid before the goTemment. For this purpose Gerard 
came to London ; but he had been forestalled by John 
Gage, of Ilaling, whose wife was the sister of Copley. 
On the preceding day, Gage had conveyed the in- 
telligence to the bishop of London, and was proba- 
bly imitated by others, ansious to ward o£f the penal- 
ties to which they had rendered themselves liable by 
haying become privy to tho intended treason. Ajnly 
proclamation was issued, describing the names and ^■ 
persons of several of the conspirators. In a few days 
these were in the hands of the pursuivants, and then 
subjected to the must searching eiaminations before 
certain commissioners. They seem to have used no 
disguise, but to have rested their hopes of mercy, if 
they entertained any such hopes, on the candour and 
pienitude of their confessions. Watson alone advanced a. 
most suigular plea. His object was the king's safety ; 
he songht to frustrate the designs of the Spanish faction ; 
for he knew that at the very time the Jesuits were in- 
triguing with Arembei^, and had collected a lai^o sum 
of money, and bought up horses, to aid a Spanish army, 
about ti) land at Milford Haven, and to proclaim the lady 
Arabella. This plea did not avail him ; he compldna 
that it drew upon him reproof and insult from the com- 
missioners, and especially from his adversary, the lord 
Ceoil". 

It may be that Oedl had other secret informa- 
tion : he asserts that the mere fact of Brooke being 
among the conspirators led him to suspect Oohham, 
and Cobham'a friends, Northumberland and Raleigh. 
The earl was already in custody on another account ; 
but, nothing appearing to criminate him, he was shortly 
set at liberty. Baleigh also, by his afiswcrs, satis- 
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14 JABES I. CBiP- I. 

fied the council, and w-as accordingly dismisaed. Bat 
bia dismissal did not loll his mis^vings ; and to es- 
chew the danger which he forraaw, he wrote to Cecil 
that he had reason to suspect Cobham of secret deal- 
ings with Aremberg, and therefore advised the ap- 
prehension and esamination of La Rensie, the agent 
of Aremlierg*. A few days later both Cobham aiid 
La Rensie were committed to the Tower. Raleigh's 
appcehensiona revived: as he had betrayed Cobham, 
it was also possible that Cobham might betray 
him. Under this impression he sent to the latter 
a hypocritical letter, in praise of bia own fidelity. 
Many questions, he stated, had been put to him 
respecting Cobham ; but to all he had returned 
answera which exculpated his fiiend. Let Cobham 
pursue the same conduct with respect to him. Then 
there could be no danger ; for the testimony of 
one wifneas— La Rensie was probably meant— could 
not legally procure a conviction. The whole state- 
ment was false. At his esammation no mention had 
been made of Cobham ; his denundation of that noble- 
man was subsequent and voluntary f. 
July Cobham underwent two examinations, and persiated 
16. in the denial of the offince imputed to bim. ^ He 
^^- was then called before commissioners to answer inter- 
^- rogatories administered in writing. On the repeti- 
tion of hb denial, Raleigh's letter to Cecil w.-is put 
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into his hands. His eyea were now opened to his 
danger. " That wretch '. " he eickimed, " that traitor, 
"Raleigh! hath lie used me thus? Nay, then, I will 
"tell you all." He then confessed that at the inatiga- 
Ijon of Kaleigh, and under the persuaMOii that the ex- 
isting tranquiUity could not long continue, he had mada 
application to Aremberg, with whom it waa arranged 
that he should proceed to Spain, to receive a lai^ 
sum of money, and on his return ahould visit Raleigh, 
in hia goTemment of Jersey, to consult with him re- 
BpeoUng the distribution of it. Thus each accused the 
other ; and each was committed to the Tower, to abide 
his trial*. 

Ealcigh was now fuUy aware of hia danger. He 
knew the power of his enemies in the cabinet, and, 
08 he expresses it, the cruelty of the law of England, 
which id triala for treason made it difficult for the 
most innocent to escape conviction. One afternoon, 
while the lords of the council were employed in the 
Tower, he made an attempt — probably a feigned at- 
tempt — to commit* suicide, by stabbing himself under 
the right breast. By his opponents this desperate act July 
was attributed to consciousneas of guilt : by himself, to 27, 
the persnarion that he was doomed to fall a victim to 
the arte and malice of the secretary. Cecil is said to 
have given too much countenance to the charge, by his 
indecent triumph over an unfortunate and prostrate 
enemjt- 

The apprehension of the conspirators was followed 
by the king's coronation. He bad long ago appointed 
for this purpose his saint's day, the festival of St. ^ 
James ; and though a dangerous mortality raged in 
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the dty, he would not allow of any postponement. 
Thia haste was imputed to the alarm excited in his 
mind hy the docljiiio of Watson, that, since the succea- 
Bion had not been settled by act of parliament, Jamea 
could not, till his coronation, bo coneidored as the 
actual possessor, but only as elaimant of the r^al 
dignity. The ceremony was hastily performed by'tlie 
archbishop of Canterbury, witiiout the usual parade, 
and in the presence of those only who had been sum- 
moned to attend*. 

From Westminster the king fled into the coun- 
try ; but the infection pursued him wherever he 
went ; and for soveral months the judges, with their 
suitors, followed the sudden and uncertain migrations 
of the court. To this was attributed the long do- 
lay in brining the conspirators to trial ; but there 
was another and more secret cause — tho presence 
of Aremberg, who was deeply implicated in that 
part of the plot denominated " the main." Soon 
after his departure, the commoners accused of parw 
Not. tieipating in "the bye" were arraigned in the 
15. castle of Winchester. Their confessions, in which 
they had been careful to accuse not only them- 
selves, but also each other, furnished the proofs of 
their guilt ; and one only, sir Edward Parham, was 
acquitted, who pleaded that a design to rescue the 
king from the hands of those who might detain 
him in captivity, could not in justice be considered 
treason!. 

The oonriction of Raleigh offered n more serious 
difficulty. He had made no confession ; and the 
real evidence of his guilt— certain intercepted let- 
ters between Aremberg and the ministers of the 
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archduke — could not with decency he made public*. 
Tliere remained onlj one mean of connecting him 
with the conspiracy ; the declaration of Cohham. 
But if Cohham had at first, in his paasion, accused 
him, he afterwards retracted the chief points in his 
accusation : and hia subsequent dcpositiona were so 
wavering and contradictory, that they appeared to 
be suggested by hope or terror, withouj any atten- 
tion to truth. Aware of the weakness of his ease, 
the attorney-general, sir Edward Coke, had recourse jj-g, 
to inveetive and abuse f : but Raleigh controlled his 17. 
feelings, and replied with a moderation which placed 
in a stronger light the indecorous and violent con- 
duct of his adversary. He demanded that Cobham 
should bo confronted with him ; he appealed to the 
Btatots law, and to the law of God, which requu-ed 
two witnesses ; he even oSered to abandon his de- 
fence, if his accuser would dare to assert in hia 
presence that he had ever advised any dealing what- 
ever with the Spanish monarch. But he was told 
that the statutes which he cited were not in force ; 
that the law would not allow an accusing accom- 
plice to be brought into court, lest he might take 
the opportunity to g^ve false evidence for his frinnd ; 
and that the trial of treason was aa satisfactory by 
jury and vrritlen depositions, as by jury and wil^ 
nesses. He replied that his, however, was a singu- 
lar case ; for the charges against him had been re- 
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tracted by t!ie man who originally made them; let. 
then, hia accuser stand forth ; and if Cobham dared 
to reaffirm a Bingla eharga before hie face, he would 
Bubniit to his doom ;— he would not add a word 
in Lia own defence. It waa a bold challenge, but 
made with perfect confidence ; for he had brought 
with him a letter written to him by that nobleman, 
■about a fortnight before, in which was the following 
passage ; " to free myself from the cry of blood, I 
"protest, upon my soul, and before God and hia an- 
"geU, I never had conference with you in any trea- 
son; nor waa ever moved by you to the thinga I 
" heretofore accused you of; and, for anything I know, 
you are aa innocent dnd as clear from any traasona 
" against the king aa is subject living. And God so 
" deal with me, and have mercy on my soul, as this is 

To meet thia challenge, Coke produced what he 
deemed equivalent to the preaence of the accuser, 
—a letter written by Cobham to the lords only 
the evening before. In it he stated, that being 
convinced of the design of Ealeigh to clear himself 
by betraying him, he had reaoivei to set down the 
truth, and to retract what had cuonmgly been drawn 
from him. The truth waa, that Kaleigh had been 
tlie cause of his discontent, and of his dealings with 
Aromberg ; had solidted through him a pension of 
£1500, lor mtelhgence, and had sent to Aremberg, 
as a sampie oi hj% servicea, information of the secret 
agreement between the king and the States'. Dui^ 
ing the reading of this letter the unfortunate prisoner 
could not disguise his astonishment and perturba- 
tion. When he had recovered himself, he admitted 
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that there had, indeed, been some talk, but talk only, 
of such a pension ; denied that he had cmpiojed 
any actiKoe to procure the retractation of Cobham, 
and, putting the letter to himself into the hands of 
Cecil, insisted that it should be read, as an antidote 
to that which had been written to the lords. Of 
the two, the former, from its solemn appeal to the 
knowledge and justice of God, deserved the greater 
credit, if credit could be due to anything coming from 
sueh a man. But it was now too late. Raleigh's 
inability to deny the chai^ of the pension had made 
a deep and unfavourable impression on the minda 
of the jury, who returned, though with yiaibie 
reluctance, a verdict of guilty. By the great mass 
of the spectators it was received with disapproba- 
tion. They had at first looked open the prisoner 
with abhorrence, as a base and revengeful trdtor ; 
but his defence had changed their sentiments; many 
pronounced him lonooent ; most acknowledged that 
he had been condemned without legal or ButEcient 

Cobham and Grey were arrEugned before their peers. Nov. 
The shuffling and meanness of the one opposed a 22. 
'Striking contrast to the spirit and eloquence of the 
other. Cobham appeared unworthy of the pardon 
which he claimed as the reward of his confession ; Orey 
won the esteem of the very judges by whom he was 
condemned. 

The two priests were the first who suffered. For 29. 

• Jurflne. «S— 9. smteTtWi.fL a;-*). The pnwwiHiuri on tbli 
IrlalnlllJlulllTllwi ytMnmiiUiKi, that lllBM ■■« BoinelliiiigriiniiiK.lin 
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IlicoHinuin oTJaniH nnd of Beeniuonl, Hip Fn-uch nmbJuwrior, aumilvd 
«l*liloiiin;h«WBOo™-irluniljuf)udL(lBi[, llm iMtcr in iliMerlnliun in 
iCaMgh's W'tk., TiS. 756. *Ui( eilii.) win wMamly """'n liy '"^ 
that it belimyi mj deri^n In thm* Doblnuen of gelling up a fslH chHge 
oriROHDitgainit Cobbwa udSalelgli. 
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them no one ventured to solicit the rojol mercy : 
it was even whispered that James had no ohjeo- 
tion to rid hiniBelf of Watson, as one of the in- 
dividuals whom he had formerly authorized to prom- 
ise toleration fo the catholics. The day before his 
eieculjon the earl of Northampton visited him in 
prison, and, as he afterwards asserted, obtained from 
him an avowal that no such promise had heen 
made*. At the gallows Watson abstained from any 
allusion to the aubject, "Both he and his fellow- 
" sufferer were very bloodily handled, for they were 
'' both cut down alive ; and Clarke, to whom more 
" favour was intended, had the worse luck ; for he 
" both fitrove to help himself, and spake, after he 
"was cut dovra. They died boldly, both; aad 
" Watson (as he would have it seem) wiUingly : 
" wishing he had more lives to spend, and one to 
" lose for every man he had by his treachery drawn 
" into this treason. Clarke stood somewhat on his 
"justification, and thought he had hard measure ; 
" but imputed it to his funotioa, and therefore 
" thought his death meritorious, aa a kind of mar- 
" tyrdom. Their quarters were set on Winchester 
" gates, and their heads on tho first tower of the 
" castle. I" 
"■ Of the lay conspirators Brooke alone was esecutedf . 
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With respect to the others, James resolved to surprise 
his sultjects with a specimen of that kingcraft, in which 
he deemed himselt' so complete a master. At court 
several of iho iutds had inlBi'ceded in their favour ; their 
ei^^es called aloud for punishment ; and Galloway, 
the^iiiister from Perth, " pieached so hotlj' against 
"remissness and moderation of j ustice, as ifitwereoiie 
" of the seven deadly sins." The king, if he rejected 
the prayer of the one, equally cheeked the presumption 
of the other.— Confining his aecret within his own breast, Dec 
he signed on Wednesday the warrants foe the execution • 
of Markham, Gtey, and Cobliam ; and the next day 8. 
despatched a private letter to Tichbourne, the sheriff, by 
Gibb, a messenger who had just arrived from Scotland, 
and was consequently unknown. On the morning of »■ 
Friday Markhara was led forth to suffer. He com- 
plained that he had been deluded with false promises of 
life: but though surprised he was not dismayed; and 
when a napkin was offered him, he refused it, saying 
that he was still able " to look death in the face without 
blushing." While he made himself ready for tho block, 
thesheriff was withdrawn by Gibb, and, at his return 
addressing Markham, told him that, as he was not 
sufficiently prepared, he should have two hours more for 
private devotion. As soon as Markham was locked up. 
Grey made his appearance, preceded by a crowd of 
young gentlemen, and supported on each side by two of 
his dearest friends. The minister who atlen<led him 
prayed aloud : Grey foUowed with a firm voice, affected 
language, and a delivery expressive of the most fervent 
piety. He then arose, confessed his guilt, and, falling 
again on his knees, prayed a lull half hour for tlie king 
and the royal family. The moment he stopped, the 
sheriff informed him that bo must leave the scaffold ; 
that he had been brought forward by mistake; and 
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that Cobhara, according to the warrant, must die before 
him. His removal maJe plaoe for thai nobleman, who, 
to the Buriirise bolb of Lis friends and foes, showed 
nothing of tha mean and abject spirit which he had 
belrajedat his trial. Ho ascended the latUler wigi a 
firm step, sun-eyed with an undaunted eye tlie iqPe- 
tnents of death, and, acknowledging his own guilt, 
offirined on his salvalion that of his associate Raleigh. 

At this moment Mark ham and Grey separately 
mounted the scaffold : and each of the three, in the per- 
suasion that his companions were already dead, stared on 
the other, two with looks of the wildest astonishment. 
The crowd pressed forward in breathless suspense ; and 
the sheriff in a loud vcice explained the mystery, by a 
deelaration that the king of his own gracious disposition 
had granted life to each of the convicts, They were 
conducted to different prisons, and Raleigh, whose 
execution had been fixed for the Monday, shared the 
royal roerey :n common with his fellows. James reaped 
the full fruit of this device. The existence of the plot 
was proved by the confessions made on the scaffold ; 
the guilt of Raleigh was no longer doubted after the 
solemn asseveration of Cobbam ; arid the royal ingenuity 
as well as clemency was universally applauded *. 

It is plain that this conspiracy, so tjpierogeneonsly 
composed and so easily defeated, offered but little ground 
of alarm : yet it taught the king ti> distrust more deeply 
the professions both of the puritans and the catholics. 
From the moment when he cvossed the Tweed, the two 
parties had never ceased to harass him with petitions 
for religious toleration. To the catholics he felt inclined 
to grant some partial indulgence. He owed it to their 

• For Ih-M pnwMflin-s we the Hnidwickt ™nm, i. 377-393. Lt-tire, 
lii.St5. Winmoud, H. 11. HowbII'i Sum Trials, ii. 65—70. (;nlev'i 
Lite of Ruli^igh, ii, 3— i>4. Slows, SS8— 83:1. nDdJunline's Cciminal Trials. 
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Bufferings in the cause of his unfortunate mother ; he 
hod bound himself to it by promises lo their envoys, and 
to the princesof their communion. But his secret wishes 
%Fere opposed by the wisdom or prejudices of his advisers ; 
and, if he was ashamed to violate his word, he was 
totlght also to dread the offence of hia protestant sub- 
jects. At last he compromised the matter in his own 
mind, by drawing a distinction between the worship and 
the persons of the petitioners. To every prayer far the 
exercise of that worship, he returned a prompt and in- 
dignant refusal ; on more than one occasion he even 
committed to the Tower the individuals, who had pre- 
sumed to offer such an insult to his orthodoxy. But he 
invited the catholics to frequent his cuurt : he conferred 
on seveial the honour of knighthood ; and he promised 
to shield them from the penalties of recusancy, as long 
as by their loyal and peaceable demeanour they should 
deserve the royal favour. This benefit, Ihough it fell 
short of their expectations, they accepted with gratitude. 
By most it was cherished as a pledge of subsequent and 
more valuable concessions; and the pontiff Cloment 
Vlll., now tliat Eh^abeth was no more, determined to 
cultivate the friendship of the new king. By two breves 
directed to the arohpriest and the provincial of the 
Jesuits, he strictly commanded the missionaries to con- 
tine themselves to their spiritual duties, and to dis- 
courage, by all the means in their power, every attempt 
to disturb the tranquillity of the realm. The intelligence 
that Watson and Clarke had been engaged in the late 
conspiracy, was received by him with regret. He ordeied 
the nuncio at Paris to assure James of the abhorrence 
with which he viewed all acts of disloyally; and he 
despatched a secret messenger to the English court with 
an offer to withdraiv from the kingdom any missionary, 
who might be an object of suspicion to the council *. 
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The puritans relied with equal confidence on the good- 
will of the new monarch. He had beoa educated from 
his infancy in the Genevan theology; he had repeatedly 
expressed his gratitude to God '■ that he beliiiiged to 
" the purest tirk in the world ;" and he had publicly 
declared that, " as long as he should brook his life, 'he 
" would maintain its principles," These may have been 
theaenlimentsof hismoro youthful years: but in pro- 
portion as the dechning age of Elizabeth brought the 
English sceptre nearer to his grasp, he learned to prefer 
the submissive discipline of a church, which owned the 
sovereign for its head, to the independent forms of a re- 
publican kirk ; and, as soon as he saw himself posae'-sed 
of the English crown he openly aiowed 1 is belief that 
the hierarchy was the firmest support of the throne 
and that, where there was no b shop there would shortly 

The first petitions of the puritans were couched m 
submissive language gradually they assumed a li Ider 
lone, and demanded a thor(u„h refurraatioi both of the 
clergy andliturgy. James, wa= in itated perhaps alarmed 
but he preferred conciliation to soierty and inMted 
four of the leading mmisters to a conf renee at Hamp 
IBOl.ton court On their first attendance thev were not ad 
Jan- mitted. The king spent the day m pr:\ate consultati n 
■ with the bishops and his council Before them he de 
clared that he was a sincere convert to tlie chnrth of 
England; and thankol God «ho had brought him to 
" the promised land to a cou try wl ere el on was 
" purely professed, and whe e 1 e t mong [,ra e 
" reverend, and learned men n t a bef e el e«here 
" a king without stale, with t h n ad without 

" order, and braved to his face by bea dies ho s under 
" the garb of ministers." Yet h k e la e enthmg 
on earth was subject to imperfect n.anl.n many com 

• Calderwoo.!, 556. Inhij pr«m™ilinn lo llie BpolOKyforllisoslhof 
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plaints bad been lud before ihe throne, he had called 
tiiero together that they might beforehand determine, 
how far it would he prudent lo ODncede to the demands 
of their adversaries. — it was not the interest of the 
bishops to alienate the Uin^ by unreasonable opposition. 
They readily consented that in the book of common 
pj'ayer, to prevent misapprehension, explanatory words 
should be adiled to the general absolution, and the form 
of conflrmalion ; that the practice of the commissary 
CDiirt* should be reformed by the chancellor and the 
chief justice ; that excommunication should no longer 
be inflicted for trifling offences; and that the bishops 
Bhould neilher confer ordination nor pronounce cen- 
sures, witl tth fm^ lied 
ecclesiast ITi ly bi t f d b t p t 
baptism. Thkgagdg ttd gthee 
hours ;bt tit lidwtllhco n 
that it sh lib dm d ly by 1 ym to 
the exclu fl desp Uy ffml 

On th 1 d y f Ih CO f tl p I n J 

ministers were admitted. They reduced llieii' demaijds 
to four heads, purity of doctrine, a learned ministry, the 
reformation of the ecclesiastical courts, and the c^orrec- 
tion of the book of common prayer. The first three did 
not occasion much debate. But the lawfulness of the ceiv- 
monies, and the obligation of subscribing to the articles, 
were warmly contested. After the bishops of London 
and Winchester, and some of the deans, had spoken, 
■Tames himself took up the argument, and displayed, 
even in the opinion of his adversaries, considerablt) 
ability. If he taunted them with the weakness of their 
reasoning, he reprimanded ihe prelates for the asperity 
of their lansuage. Sometimes he enlivened the discus- 
sion by the'play fulness of his wit, sometimes ho treated 
with ease the most abstruse questions in theology. Ho 
did not, however, dissemble, that his deterrainalion "as 
BS much the result of political reasoning as of religious 
conviction. " If," he said, " you aim at a Scottish pres 
roL. IX. 3 
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" bylery, it sgreetli as well with monarchy as God with 
" the devil. Then Jack, and Tom, and Will, and Dick, 
" shall meet, and at their pleasure censure me and my 
" council, and all onr proceedings. Then Will shall 
" stand up and say. It must be thus ; then Dick shall 
"reply. Nay, niiirry, but we will have it thus: and 
" therefore ne re I must once more reiterate my former 
" sjieecli and say, Le roy s'avisera." In eonciusion, all 
that the ministers cnuM obtain was, that a natioaal 
catechism should be framed, and a new translation of tha 
scriptures be published ; that the apocrypha, as read ill 
the church, should be distinguished from the canonical 
scriptures ; and that some doubtful expressions in the 
articles should be more clearly explained. 
Jan. The morning of the third day was devoted to an m- 
18. quJry into the abuses of the high commission court ; and 
a resolution B as taken to limitthenumberof the judges, 
and toseleit them exclusiM.ly liom the higher dasaes 
in the state The dissenting dmnes weie then called 
in ; the decision of the king was announced , and at 
their reqi.est a ceitain interval was eianted, dunns; 
which the obligjtion of conformity should not be en 
forced*. Thus ended the conference but it produced 
few of the effects expected from it. The prelates weie 
not in haste to execute those reforms lo which they had 
consented more fiom the fear of exciting disideasure, 
than from any persuasion of their necessity. The puri- 
tans were dissatisfied wilh their divines, who had been 
selected without their concurrence, and had not dis- 
played in the presence of the sovereign that bold and 
independent spirit, which became ministers of the gospel. 
They also complained, and not without reason, that 
James bad acted not as a judge, but as a party ; that 
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he Hubstitufed authority for arRiiraent ; and that he in- 
sisted on submission, when he should have produced 
conviction. But the king hiraself was Kratilled. Never 
hefore had the opporlunity been given to him of displny- 
ing his theological knowleilgeon so noble a theatre. In 
the presence of several distinguished divines, of the first 
dignitaries of the church, and of the lordsof the council, 
he had expounded the scriptures and the fathers, resolved 
the most knotty questions, and decided every doubt with 
infallible accuracy. His adversaries quailed before 
Lim: the prelates stoiid wrapt in transports of admira- 
tion ; the primate exclaimed, that " his majesty spoke 
"by the special assistance of God's spirit;" and the 
bishop of London protested that "his heart melted 
" ivithin him to hear a king, the like of whom had not 
" been since the lime of Christ*.' 

Though the result of the conference disappointed the 
hopes of the non -conformists, ihey did not despair of 
bettering their condition : but the king on the presenta- 
tion of a petition in their favour, spoke of them in terms 
of liitteriiess which showed how little they had to expect 
from the good-will of the monarcli. It was, he said, to a 
similar petition that the rebellion in tlie Nethtrlanda 
owed its origin : both his mother and he had been 
haunted by puritan devils from their cradles : but he 
would hazard his very crown to suppress such malicious 
spirits ; and not puiitan only, but also papists, whom he 
haled so cordially that, if he thought it possible for his 






"wiihilielfecliolen.tFaayaf'thrlr diiiclpl«i bi 
■ aot, llrev wonid luivfl teichrd him lip in plaa 
Ilm rod liaw plW," <"i. Strype'« WWl^Il, . 
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Bon and heir to grant them toleration in the time to 
come, lie should fairly wish to see tlie young prince nt 
tliat moment lyinj; in h\s jirove. Nor were the do- 
pOLidenia of the court slow to out in conf jrmjty with llie 
words of tiie suvereii;n. In the siar-cbamber it was 
decided that ihj gathering of hands to move his majealy 
in matters of reliijion was an act tending to sedition and 
rebellion ; and orders were issued lo the judges and ma- 
gistrates to enforce with all Iheir power tlie penal laws 
against non-conibrmists, whether protestauts or ca- 
tholics*. • 

In the mean time the archbishop, with his colleagues, 
had put into proper form the improvements which had 
hoen suggested fur the Book of Common Prayer, in the 
conference at Hampton court, James, having found 
that thej had performed the task in perfect conformity 
Feb. with his direcfions, gave to it the sanction of his "su- 
9. preme authority and prerc^tive royal;" not that these 
improvements ^ere doctrinal changes, but merely enlargo- 
ments in the way of explication. The most important were 
in the rubrics concerning private tiaptism, the administra- 
tion of which is confined, as fiir as is possible, to the minis- 
ter ; and concerning conGmiation or the laying on of hands, 
which are to be laid on those only who can render an account 
of their fiiith. To enable the young to do this, anew cate- 
chism on tho sacrajnents of baptism and the Lord's supper 
was compiled by Dean Overall, and appended to the form 
of confirmation itself, a place which it still continues to oc- 
cupjt- 
Mar. A few days later James met his first parliament with the 
IB- most flattering anticipations ; and opened the session with a 
gracious and eloquent speech from the throne. But, instead 
of the return which he expected, he found himself entangled 
in disputes, from which he could not extricate himself with 
satisfaction or credit. In the lower house a formidable patty 
was marshalled agfunst him , composed of the men who, about 

*Klli3,2BW. iU.aiB. tBym. ivi. 66S. 
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the close of the last reign, hod dared to advocate the rights 
of the subject agauist the abuse of the prerogatiTe. I'heic 
notioDS of civil liberty had been shocked by a recant procla- 
mation*, in which James, by his own aulJiority, pretended 
to lay down rules to be ot>seryed in the election of the mem- 
bers d th 1 g IS f lings had been wounded by the 
u f bl ul f th onference at Hampton court. 

Tb uf n mb d t 1 t gave them courage and impor- 

ta th y hid f m ly wrung concessions from the 

d ] t m f Elizabe h they doubted not to triumph 
th p t d the rhetoric of her Scottish 

ces Th pe k his first address to the Iting, 

WJS carefil t 1 m, h m that "new laws could not 
be nst t t d mp feet laws reformed, nor incon- 

t 1 ab oo-ited by any other power than that 
f th hi h o t f parliament, that, is, by the 
agre t f th comm ns, the accord of the lords, 
nd t! a nt fth ereign : that to him bolontced 
th i.h th ly to frustrate, or affiimalively 

to ratify : but that he could not institute ; ev^ry bill 
" must pass the two houses before it could be submitted 
" to his pleasure," Such doctrines were not very pa- 
latable to the monarch: but to detail the rise, and pro- 
gress, and issue of the alttrcations between him and the 
commons, would weary and exhaust the patience uf the 
reader. James complained of their presumption ; ike)/ 
attributed the complaint to ignorance or misinformation : 
ho conlendud that the privileges of the house were mat- 
ters of royal iavour ; ihey, that they were the birihright 
of Englishmen ; he assigned the decision of contested 
elections to his court of (Shancery ; they claimed it f>r 
themselves, as essential to the government of their own 
estate f ; ho upbraided them with the invasion of his 
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prerogative bj maktog aasorfa, n-ardshiiis, marriagM, 
and purveyance tlie subjects of their debates ; they re- 
pelled the charge by declaring thitt their only object 
was to relieve the nation from an intoleralile burthen, 
«nd to give to the crown more ihan an equivalent in an- 
Fromnual revenue. These bieberings continued during a long 
Mar. and stormy session : and, if the king, by Ills interest in 
y,; tha upper iiouse, succeeded in averting every blow aimed 
July by the puritans at tho diadplioe of the church, he was 
7, yet unable to carry, in the lower, any of the measures 
Tvhich he had contemplated, or to obtain a supply of 
money in addition to the accustomed vote of tonnage 
and poundage*. On one question cmly were all parties 
agreed. Fajiaticiam urged the puriUms to persecute the 
catholics ; and the hope of conciliation induced the friendB 
of the crown to add their support. The oppressive and san- 
guinary code framed in the reign of Elizabeth was re-enacted 
to its full extent ; it was even improved witli additional se- 
verities. To send any child or other person beyond the seas, 
to the intent that he should reside or be educated in acatho- 
lie college or seminary, was made an oKnce punishable by 
fine to the king of not less than £100 ; eveij individual 
who had already studied or resided , or should hereafter study 
or reside, m any such college or seminary, was rendered in- 
capable of inheriting, or purchasing, or enjoying lands, an- 
nuifies, chattels, debts, or sums of money within the realm, 
unless at his return to England he should conform to the 
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esfablished church ; aod serere penalties were enacted 
ngiunst the owners and masters of ships whn should pre- 
siiBie to take beyond the seas any -woman, or any person 
under the age of twenty-one yeara, -without a pemiission in 
writing, with the signatures of six privy councillors. More- 
over, as missionaries sometimes eluded detection, under the 
disguise of tutors in gentlemen's houses, it was provided 
that no man should teach even the rudiments of grammar, 
in publio or in private, without a license from the dioce- 
san, under the penalty of forty shillings a day, to be levied 
on the tutor himself, and the same sum on his em- 
ployer". 

The convocation sat at the same time with the parlia- 
ment ; and the lesult of ita deliberations was i ode of 
ecclesiastical canons amountrai; to one hundred and 
forty-one By ihem tin- sentence of excommunication 
ipso facto was prun lunced 1° a^inst all persons who 
should deny the supreinarj of the king or the oitho 
doxy of the E115I '-h clmrch 2° against all who mi^ht 
affirm that the boo'- of common piiyer was superatilioua 
or unlawful, or Ihat any one of the thirty nine aiHtles 
was in any part erroneous or that the ordinal was le 
pugnant to the word of God and 3° agaii st all Ibose 
who should separate fiom the cbunh or establish con 
venticles, or assert that ecclesiaitital regulations niisht 
be made or imposed without the royal cinaent Then 
followed the laws for the celebration of the divine wor- 
ship, the administntdon of the sioraments the dutus and 
residence of incumbunts and the prattice of tl e ictlesi- 
astical eourtsf. This new code wis afterwards con 
firmed hy letters patPnt under the groat seil but ito 
authority was flercelv di»iuted both by the dir-- -'— - 
and by the lay members if tho estabhshment 



the crown, ttial Iheyniiglit more essily "m; 
" laHty. ana atoid dilapiOaUons." Ibifl. 
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coniended that the clergy had no power to erente offences 
whieU should subject the delintiueiit to the civil puiiish- 
nienl consequent on the sentence of exi'ommunication ; 
and ill the next session of parliament a bill passed the 
commons, declaring that no canon or constitution eccle- 
siasticAt, made within the last ten years, or to he made 
thereafter, should he of force to impeach or hurt any 
person in his lire> liberty, lands, or (roads, unless it were 
Grit conflrmed by an act of the legislature. The bishops 
united in opposing this bill, as derogatory from the au- 
thority of the convocation, and of the king, the head of 
the church. Several conferences took place between the 
two houses ; but the parliament was dissolved befure the 
third readin,^, and the decision of the question fell to the 
judges in Westminster Hall, who have often* declared 
that, though the canons of J 604 bind the clergy by whom 
they were framed, thpy have no power to bind tile 
people, as long as they want the approbation of the le- 
gislature +. 

When the canons were published. Bancroft, who had 
lately succeeded Whitgift in the see of Canterbury, 
called on the officiating clergy to conform. The greater 
part submitted: the dissideutswere silenced or deprived. 
The puritans, however, did not tamely yield to the storm. 
They assembled and consulted ; they solicited the pro- 
t<ttion of the council, and of the favourites; they poured 
in pel Llions and remonstrances from every quarter. But 
James proved inexorable ; and of the petitioners several 
neie punished with the loss of office, or the erasure of 
their names from the' commisMoa of peace; others were 
called before the council, and admonished that their ob- 
stinacy in opposing a measure which had been finally 
determined amounted to an ofience little short of high 
treason. The distress of the ejected ministers and of 
their families, the imprisonment of a few, and the volun- 
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tary eaile of several, have been feelinglj deplored by the 
puritan writers, who describe this aa the most violent of 
perseeutiona". But, while they make the deprived clergy 
amount to three hundred individuals, their adversaries! 
reduce the number to fifty, eia^erate the obstinacy and 
unreasonableness of the sufferers, and cl^m for the pre- 
lates the prajae of moderation iuid forbearance. The 
representations of both are probably too highly coloiured. 
It must have been that on such an occasion many caaea 
of individual hardship, perhaps someof unjuBtiHahle rigour, 
would occur : yet it will remain a difficult task to show 
on what just ground men could espect to retain their 
livings, while they refused to submit to the doctrine, or. 
to conform to the discipline, of that church by which tiey 
were employed*. 

The puritans, in their discontent, had accused the kiiig 
of papistry. He persecuted, they said, the disciples, while 
he favoured the enemies, of the gospd. James hastened 
to rescue himself from the charge. Another proclamar pg]j_ 
tion was published, enjoining the banishment of all ca- 22. 
tholic missionaries ; regulations were aiiopted for the 
discovery and presentment of recusants ; and orders were 
sent to the magistrates to put the penal laws into imrae- 
d ate eseout n He even deemed t eiped ent to deliver 
h s sent ments in the star chamber t dedar his detest- 
at on f popery and to repeat 1 s w sh tl at none of his 
ch 1 iren m gl t so oeed 1 m f they were ever to de- 
part from the estabi she 1 churcl Tl cse proceedings 
aftordei some consolat on If one open ng were closed, 
another was off red to tl e exert ns of the zealots. 
If they were not suffered t poi^e tl e church from the 
dregs of superst t on tl ey m gl t st 11 ad ince the glory 
of God Vy hunt ng do vn tl e doktrous pap etf 
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The osecution of the ppoat laws enabled the king, by 
an ingeuioHB comment, to derive considerable profit from 
his past forbearance. It was protended that he had 
never forgiven the penalties of recusancy : he had merely 
iiirbidden thera to be exacted for a time, in the hope 
that this indolgenee would lead to conformity ; but Lia 
expectations had been deceived ; the obstinacy of the ca- 
fJioiics had grown with the lenity of tho sovereign ; and, 
as they were unworthy of further fivour they should 
now be 1 ft to th ty f th 1 w T th ir d m y 

the legal fin f 'O/ p lin m tl w gam de- 
manded d t ly f th tmi t m b t f th 
whole p n 1 f th p d maud h h by 

crowding th t far t p ym ta to f 60/ 

eshaustel tl h 1 1 mwm f m pe ta 

. ble but m d t m ta N w th 11 By 

law the least d f It tl p ym t bj ted th 
recusant tthfrit fallhgod dhttl 
and of tl th d f hia 1 d t m ts h rod tarn ts 
ferma, and 1 Th t f th p niah 

ment wa t t d to th ] dg t th as th m 

gistratSH t th b> d tl mm rs f causes 

ecclesiast 1 t th ir m t gs By th m war ante f 
distress w d to tali dp t 11th 

cattle on tl 1 d f th d 1 q «it h 1 us h Id fu- 
ture, and h wean g pp 1 re ze 1 d Id d 
if, on Bom p te t tl h was t th w t 

prison, h f d h m If d 1 Simily 1ft t! t 
change of ip rtl I d to 1 p 1 h h d 

been enal 1 d by tl har ly f f d t red m tl m f 
ter the sal f p has tl b be fl 1 Ije ra 

of the offi T\ tl m fh th p ym t la 

ag^n dem d d d th sam d p i nzuig p oe w 
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repeated*. The suma thus extoi-ted from the sufferers 
formed, most opportunely for James, a fund out of which 
he eould relieve himself from the claims and olamoura of 
the needy Scotsmen, who had pursued him from their 
own country, and now importuned him for a share in the 
good things of the land of promise. Of the moneys thus 
extorted a oonaderable portion was known to be afpropri- 
ated to these adventurers. Nor was this appropriatiou 
thouirht, of itself, a small griovanee, at a time when the 
jealousies hetween the two nations had grown to a height 
of which we can form but a rery inadequate notion at the 
present day. The sufferers bitterly complained that they 
w e reduced to be^ary for the support of a crowd of for- 
e gn b ars ; that the last remnant of their property was 
■B ung f m them to satisfy the rapacity of the Scottish 
h J 3 that followed the court. But they complained in 
va n Ihe eiaction of the penalties was too profitable to 
Jam s and his minions to admit of redress by the king ; and 
among the magistrates in every locality were found persons 
eager to prove their orthodoxy by tormenting the idolatrous 
papist, or to benefit their dependants and officials by deliver- 
ing him up to the tender mercies of men who were careful 
to charge the highest price for the most trifling indulgencef. 



* See Gamefa Idler, hi Note (B). " Brery aii ivecka ia a gc 
•^ juries appdnted Co [ndite, preBCDt, Uns the goods of catholic 
■' jta. In man; pluxs, to dii<« sw^ vhaCercr Ihey And. It I 
" holi, evsir man mnU be &^oe id Kdeeme ones la six moneths 
*' that be ifelb on i and hacot, chat li, of tiriee redeeming, 1 
"pre^dentB, Iflndonsln Iheu [ad^ngg wheranowe I am." 

^ ■' It ii both edimis And grlertiiH that tzne and tree-bom su! 
" be givea ta hi pny to others."— Gerard, UK p^6. " Leurs 1 
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Among the sufferers was Robert Catesby, de- 
Bcended from an ancient and opulent familj, which 
had been settled during several generations at Ash- 
by St. Legers, in. Northampton sliire, and was also 
pMaeesed of considerable property ia the county of 
Warwick. Hia fether, sir William Catesby, mote 
thaa Sice had been imprisoned for reousaot-y : but 
the SOD, as soon as he became his own master, 
abandoned the ancient worship, indulged in all the 
licentiousness of youth, and impaired his fortune by 
his follies and estravagajiee. In 1598 he returned 
to the religion of his more early years ; and from 
that moment it became the chief subject of Ms 
thoughts to liberate himself and his brethren from 
the iron yoke under which they groaned. With 
this view, ha^mg prerioualy stipulated for liberty of 
conscience, he joined, together with several of his 
friends, the earl of Esses ; and in the ill-direeted 
attempt of that nobleman was wounded, taken, and 
committed to prison. Ho had, indeed, the good for- 
tune to escape the block, but was compelled to 
purchase his liberty with the sum of three thou- 
sajid pounds. After his discharge he attached him- 
self, through the same motive, to the Spanish party 
among the catholics, and bore a considerable share 
in their intrigues to prevent the succession of the 
Scottish monMxrfi. When these had proved fruitless, 
he acquiesced in the general opinion of his breth- 
ren, and cherished with them the pleasing hope of 
indulgence and toleration. But the delusion soon 
vanished ; in every quarter it was eisv to discern 
the gathering of the storm which afterwards burst 
upon their heads ; and Catesby, revertmg to his 
original pursuit, revolved in his mmd eiety possible 
means of relief. To succeed by insurrertion he biw 
was hopeless : the catholics were the weaker party, 
and disunited among themselves ; to look lor suf- 
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fideot aid froa the princes abroad was equally vi- 
sionary: the king of France, the king of Spain, and 
even the pontiff, all professed themselves the frienda 
of James. At length there suggested itself to his 
mind a plaa whiuh requh^ not the help of foreign- 
ers, nor the co-operation of many associates, but 
a plan so atrocious in principle, and so sanguinary 
in execution, that it is difficult to conceive how it 
could be harboured in the mind of any human he- 
Jng, — the plan of blowing np the parliament house 
■with gunpowder, and involving in ono common de- 
struction the king, the lords, and the commons, 
ail those who framed, with the chief of those who 
executed, the penal laws against the English catho- 

The person to whom Cateshy first opened his mind 
was an intimate friend, Thomas, the younger bro- 
ther, of Robert Winter, of Huddington, in Worces- 
tershire . In liis youth ho had served as a volun- 
teer in the army of the atatea; afterwards he had*^* 
been repeatedly employed at the court of Madrid, 
as agent for the Spanish party in England. Win- 
ter was struck witli horror at the communication ; 
he hesitated not to pronounce the project most wicked 
and inhuman. But Catesby attempted its justifi- 
cation. He sought not, he observed, any private 
vevenge or personal emolument. His sole object 
■was to suppress a most unjust and barbarous per- 
secution by the only expedient which offered the 
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proapeot of success. There eould be no doubt that 
it was lawful, since God had given to eTery man 
the right of repelling forca by force. If his" friend 
thought it cruel, let him compare it with the cruel- 
ties eserdaed during so many years against the ea- 
tholicH i let him reckon the numbers that had been 
butchered by the knife of the eieoutioner ; the 
hundreds who had perished in the solitude of their 
prisons ; and the thousands that had been reduced 
from affluence or ease to a state of want or beg- 
gary. He would then be able to judge where 
the charge of cruelty could with justice be ap- 
plied *. 

This was at the time when Vclasco, the constable 
of Castiie, had arrived in Flanders, to oonoluiJe a 
peace between England and Spain. The two friends, 
after a long discussion, resolved to postpone their 
direful purpose till they had solicited the mediation 
of the Spaniard with their sovereign. With this view 
Winter repaired to Bergen, near Dunkirk, where a 
private conference with the ambassador ooavinced him 
that though he might speak in favour of the Eng- 
lish catholics, he would make no sacrifice to pur- 
chase for them the benefit of toleration. From Ber- 
gen Winter hastened to Ostend, where he met with 
Guy Faukos, a native of Yorkshire, and a soldier of 
fortune. Faukes had long served in the Netherlands, 
had home an important command under sir Thomas 
Stanley, and had visited Madrid in the company of 
Winter, as agent for the esiles of the Spanish party. 
His courage, fidelity, and military experience pointed 
April him out as a valuable ausiliaiy. He consented to re- 
22, turn with Winter to England, but was kept for some 
time in ignorance of the part which he was designed to 

• Qreenwaj'B MS. p. 30. 

t Sea Winter's coafcaslon is " Tto Quiponaer Treaioji, wllli a Din- 
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Before their arrival, Oafesby had communicated thg 
plan to two others, Percy and Wright. Thomas Percy 
Vina a distant relation and steward to the earl of North- 
nmberland. He had embraced the catholic faith about 
the same time as Cateshy, and had shared with him 
in tho disastrous enterprise of Essei. But after- 
wards he opposed Cateaby's associates of tho Spanish 
fectjon, visited Jamea in Edinburgh, and, in conse- 
queneo of his promises, laboured with success to at- 
tach the leading catholics to the cause of the Scottish 
monarch •. Subsequent events induced Percy to look 
on himself as this dupe of royal insincerity ; he pre- 
seuted a remonstrance to the king, but received no 
answer ; and, while his mind was agitated by resent- 
ment on the one hand and by shame on the other, 
Cateshy seized the favourable moment to inveigle 
him into tho conspiracy. At first ho demanded 
time to deUberate : but the desire of revenge, and 
the hope of averting the evils which he had unin- 
tendonally contributed to bring on his brethren, won 
his consent ; and he offered as a useful associate his 



Janu-i, Ibuugli the king aftenunls ileQiFd Ihat Iw hail any auUiorilv tut 
11. Whenllw «ul at Nnrlhuinl>erkDil wu examined wlieihcc lie'liaJ 
ever nOlnned tlut Iw «oukl dLfl|H>leor kbecntbuluH of En^lnnd, hr ad. 
imml tlinsi " Kadenielh Ihu ha avR ulllrmfd oayBiich mnlln, bnt 
" B:iy«lh, tbU vhcn Percy «iim ont of SsoiUihI fiam ihn tian, (htg Id 
*' bnniLii urrilteu to Ihfl klai;. when hu ndvliw vna to Rlve ipo^ hopee la 
" tVie clUlKtIlqim, that ho nii^^t Iha mon «ui1K wllhont Lmihcdinirnt, 

" kin^i pleJiin via, that hli tordihip^^^ £lT>>''iiirj'cBtil^liq'iH'i "khi^ 
' IhiLi Ihey aliinild b« wfll df sit witlial, or to that eflecl i and il ma.j 1m 

Nuvembrc. Id IDs Slats l-aiirr Office.— Tha IMIXt to which the rul alllid^'a 
hiisUitFOiubllshHlbyHiasAttiii, In hnL'uurtut Jamra I. p. aSS; anil 

" ware |H(y ro loaa an guod h klu^m For Di»l UileHllD^ miiBB in a comer, 

cre'Jlt. 'J'heEe are loo many inalancas on record, la which he hiu deuied 
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brother- in-law, John Wright, formerly a follower of 
Essex, and noted as the best swordsman of his time, 
who had lately become a catholic, and on that account 
had baen harajsud with prosecutions and imprisonment. 
The conspirators were now four: after a short tiial 

May Faukes was added to the number; and all five having 
'• previously sworn each other to secrecy, received, in con- 
firmation of their oath, the sacrament from the hand of 
the Jesuit missionary, father Gerard*. 

But, though they had thus pledged themselves to 
adopt the sanguinary project suggested by Cotesby, its 
execution was still considered as distant and uncertain, 

July. They cherished a hope that James might listen to the 
pi'ayers of Velasco, that his eagerness to conclude a 
peace with the catholic king might induce him to grant 
at least the liberty of private worship to his catholic sub- 
jects. The English and Spanish commissiuners hail 
already assembled ; and though both assumed a tone of 
indifference-though they brought forward the most 
irreconcilable pretensions, it was well known that their 
respectiie sovereigns had determined to put an end to 
the war, whatever sacrifices it miglit cost. After re- 

Aug. peated conferences for the space of two months, the 
18. ti'caty was concluded. It restored the relations of 



qnit Qerud of hAviDg been prlv; to Ibidr Kccet. Wmtei EI7B, Ibat 
" ttaej five ndmlDlsterM lilt OAtb to cacb oUier ui a chamber, in wldcb dd 

" ngree upon the pl«, Bud Ibert thjy took a lotauu oatb aUl lows bj ail 
" their roice and pim«r to «»cata tlM Baiii& and ol leorHy not to rercsl it to 

^iululliotnelion; mvl InlhoumalinilHTlheJ'illil rcwin: ibe'ncrnini'Ut of 

auepUpDullIiBiHnacilIliritiMgtienitri. BeluK Ibtl nitbo oiiiiinol ia 
druwu a iiiH, with tbe wwdi Aiiff fvf «r, in Ibe hBiHl'irrfiln|[«f tlr Itdwont 
Coke, whu WBi uavilllDB to ^bllsb 10 tba uotld ■ pwuge; trhicli ml^ 
Mini An llic jnalitloaliiuiDriMH whom ha BBUt 10 ueuK. 
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amity between the English and Spanish crowns; re- 
vived ihe commercial intercourse which had formerly 
subsisted between the nations ; and left to the equity of 
James the disposal of the cautionary towns in Holland, 
jf'the states did not redeem them within a reasonable 
time*. The constable now interposed the soh citations 
of his sovereign in behalf of the English catholics ; and 
assured Jumes that Philip would take every indulgence 
planted to them as a favour done to himself. At the 
same time to second his endeavours, the catholics made 
to the liing the voluntary offer of a yearly sum in lieu 
of the penalties payable by law ; and attempted to move 

b p' f th a hbishop and of the council, by laying 
b h m hful representation of the distress to 

wh h mb f respectable familiesJiad been reduced, 
b h tious adhetente to the fiiith of their 

f rs B h king, under the advice of his minis- 
as ble : he assured Velasco, that even if 

h he dared not make a concession so 

ff n b ligious feelings of his protesant sub- 

jec Th and magistrates received fresh oidets 

J) e h mmediate execution of the penal laws ; 1' 

n, as opted for the more certain detection of 

recusantB ; and commisMoners were appointed, by whom 
twenty-three priests and three laymen were arbitrarily se- 
lected from the catholic prisoners, and sent into banishment 
for lifef. These proceedings, following in rapid succession, 
estlnguished the last ray of hope in the breasts of the con- 
spiratora. They exhorted each other to hazard their lives, 
like the Maccabees, for the liberation of their brethren ; they 
hastened to execute that plan which appeared to be thdr 
only resource ; and they pronounced it a lawful retribution 
to bury the authors of thar wrongs amidst the ruins of 
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the edifice in which laws bo crael and oppressive had 
been devised and enacted *. 

On inquiry they found contiguous to the old palace of 
Woslminster aa empty liouse, with a garden attached to 
it, exaetly adapted to their purpose. It was hired by 
Percy, under pretence of convenience, because his office 
of gentleman pensioner occasionally compelled him lo 
reside in the vicinity of the court. For three months he 
was kept out of possession by the commissioners for a 
. projected union between England and Scotland; but at 
tiieir departare lie secretly introduced his associates, 
who again swore lo he iaithful to each other at the risk 
of their own lives. On one side of the garden stood an 
old building raised against the wall of the parliament 
house. Within this they began to open the mine, allot- 
ting two thirds of the twenty-four hours to labour, and 
the remaining third to lepose ; and dividing the task 
among themselves in such manner, that while one en- 
joyed his portion of rest, the other three were occupied 
in the work, which, during the day, consisted in excavat- 
ing )he mine - during the niaht in concealing the ruh- 
bisl-. under the soil of the garden. Faukes had a differ- 
ent employment : as his person was unknown, he 
assumed the name of Johnson, gave himself out as Ihe 
servant of Percy, and kept a constant watch round the 
house. When a fortnight had been thus devoted to un- 
interrupted labour. Faukes infoi'med his associates that 
the parliament was prorogued from the seventh of Feb- 
■ ruary to the third of October. They immediately se- 
parated to spend the Christmas holidays at their respec- 
tive homes, with an understanding that in the interval 
they should neither write nor send messages to each 
other t. 

Before this, however, Catesby had discovered a dispo- 
sition in bis fellow-labourers to question the lawfulness 

t WiiiUr'. Confeasion. 51— 53. G««tcl,36. Greenwij, 39. 



o.led by Google 



A.D. 1604.] CATESBY PROK>SES A CASE TO GARNET. 39 

i. : the enterprise. That they ha'I a right to destroy those 
^t'lio HJUght to destroy lAem was admitted ; hut what, it 
was askud, could be said ia justiGcation of tlie muriier 
of tliose friends and catholics wljo must be enveloped in 
the same fate with Iheir enemies? The recurrence of 
tlie question produced in him alarm and irritation. If 
he was able by his vehemence to silence their inquiries, 
he did not convince their conscieni-eg ; he saw that 
higher authority was required ; and this he sought with 
that secrecy und cunning which marlied the whole of 
his conduct. The king had granted permission to sir 
Chailes Percy to raise a regiment of horse for the ser- 
vice of the archduke ; and Calesby, tlirough the earl of 
Salisbury, had ohtaineil the royal license to accept a 
captain's commission. It served hinr as a pretence to 
provide arms and horses for his own use ; and it also 
supplied him with the meatus of seeking a solution of the 
ditliculty suggested by his friends, without the danger 
of betraying the secret. To Garnet, the provincial of the 
Jesuits, he observed in the pjesence of a large company 
that he was about to engage in the service of the arch- 
duke : of the justice of the war he had no doubt ; but 
he might be commanded to partake in actions ia which 
the innocent would necessarily perish with the guilty — 
unarmed women and children with armed soldiers and 
rebels. Could he in conscience obey ? Would not the 
fate of the innocent render his conduct unlawful in the 
sight of the Almighty? Garnet replied that, according 
to divines of every communion, obedience in such co^es 
was lawful; otherwise it would at all times be in the 
power of an unjust aggressor to prevent the party ag- 
grieved from pursuing his just right. This was suflicient: 
the new theologian applied the answer to the intended 
plot, and boasted to his associates that their objection 
was now proved to be a weak and unfounded scruple *■ 
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During the recess he hiid imparled his secret Co ('hria- 
topher, ihebrotherof John Wii'fht, and to Robert, the 
broiher of Thomas Winter. The first had lately become 
a convert to the calholin faith ; both had suffered impri- 

leoj.sonment for their relisnon. With this accession to their 
~n' "1""''^*' '^^ conspirators resumed their labour , but their 
prosress was retarded, and their hope checked bi unex- 
pected difficulties. The., influx of water at a certain 
depth rendered it impossible to carrv the mine under 
the foundation ; and to pierce through a wall three 
yards (hick, and composed of Itrge atjnes w-i-noea=v 
task to men unaccustomed to manual labour Still they 
persevered : and the perforation daily proceeded, till 
they were alarmed one morning by a considerable noise, 
which appeared to come from a room almost over their 
heads. Faukes,on inquiry, leartied that itwasai-aulted 
cellar, which lay under the house of lords, and would in 
a few days be unoccupied. This fortunate discovery 
filled them with joy : the mine was abapdoned ; Faukea 

MiO'. hired the cellar in the name of his pretended master ; 
2*. and into it were conveyed, under the c i\er of the nisht, 
several barrels of ^npowder, which had been collected 
in a house at Lambeth. To elude suspicion theie were 
concealed under stones, billets of wood, and different ar- 
ticles of hiu^ehnld furniture and the conspirators, 
having completed their preparations separated to meet 
a^ain in September, a few dajs before the openmg of 
parliament *. 

In the mean time the peiseculim which had com 
menced in ihc preceding year daily increastd m aeierit; 
Nocturnal searches for the disco'erj of priests were re 
sumed with all that train of mjuries insults and le^a 
lions, which characterized them in the reicn of Eliza 

OTiillwnAer TiE-uun, p. 16j, Kill of th1> n^Fnian he nevrr nlUnnpt«l to 
' ~ " ■ ". Gerard, 12. GrHmway, IS 
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buth*. The jails wera crowded with prisoners; and 
some missionaries and laymen siifTereJ, more were con- 
demned to Suffer, death for religious offences t. The 
oflieialing clergy were hound under ecclesiastical penal- 
ties to denounr-e all recusants living within their respective 
parishes J ; and courts were held every six weeks to re- 
ceive informations, and to convict offenders. The usual 
penalties were enforced with a rigour of which former 
persecutions furnished no precedent ; and the recusants, 
in the middle classes of life, were ground tu the dust by 
the repeated forfeiture of all their personal estates, with 
two-thirds of their lands and leases}. To reduce the 
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higher ranks to an equality with their more indigent 
brethren, tiie bishops received orders, at the suggestion 
of the chancellor, to exeommunieate the more opulent 
or more zealous catholics within their dioceses, to certify 
the names into the chancery, and to sue for writs da 
excommunicato capiendo, by which the delinquenls 
would become liable to imprisonment and outlawrj- ; in- 
capable of recovei'ing debts, or rents, fir damages for in- 
juries; of making sales or purchases; or of conveving 
their estates by deed or will *, To add to their terrors 
a 'report was spread that in the next parliament mea- 
sures would bo adopted to ensure the total extirpation 
of the ancient faith ; and the report seemed to be con- 
firmed by the injurious epithets which the king in his 
daily conversation bestowed on the catholics, by the me- 

■f""' nacing directions of the chancellor in the star-chamber, 
'"■ and by the hostile language of the bishop of Ijindon ia 

Aug. his sermon at St. Paul's cross. 
5- It was with secret satisfaction that Catesby viewed 
these proceedings. He considered his victims as run- 
ning blindly to their own destruction, and a^ued that 

di^™e"n"' ili'i^i]L'"-"T'' ° "*")'" """'H- '" "« churcl-vni/l, un- 

bacx mptdlj iao«ur<iil, idA tlie two iiHrwcutlof (ireh^, ^e cu'niwS 
to il« lor Iheir liw.: ll» nrl of «oiw.»r, g ctholii!. ha.l.tinl fKiin 
murtio aiii»aH Uw lnBnlts und bis tOattt He™ drM by imsmium, 

Lodse.iii.m S™ii.4;& si^toGl[reViluS'MXc°^).°"Sd» 
Sd?uri'*"'lMhfJtoi-''h *'''*^ ''"h" '"* >'"""'"'"''■ ""'' in"' " -lifii™"! 
■™t up niuiBDnerlo London, was diacbiTiied by orileE ot tlie cvimclJ. A^ 
■Vilk. (on. W. 411. - Om gncloiii kinjr hiUinto EitbEare lo 4ni» 
"MoorturihBiaibDliqow (Ihia »ai nolM.cilyinia). nofivlll iinctlia 

•'™o«™^'b?"1l™li"'"'^''™™' to iimpci'wJu.iL. Tnth^ 
•' lllB timo or tliB Ihh- mmn, nul any mui n.Ylhln J beSs^rt oiltfiir like 
||tol«lBftoiitWfiire Mitlaelmns; and beadm liiio 10 Wl Inro clnitcU 
■■ wliioli «oie nut felt fumiMlj." Ngrth^Jion'j lei™J^lv. 16oS!"l » 
W>i»uocl, it. 9$. -I'he iMiKlh of <bBH qiioi;Liiob> muu b» «cos^, W^uh 
ll hai been petauded Ihu M Uili penuil ilie cstliaUei wne nol penecuUd 
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the more the cathohcssufFeied, the moie readily they 
would join his standard afttr the explosion As (he 
lime approached, he jiidfied it necessirj to add four 
more to the number of his accomplice- 1 hese wei-s 
Bates, bis confidential servant, uhom he employed to 
con\cy arms and ammunition into Warwicksbire ; Keyes, - 
an intimate fiiend, iinlated by the forfeiture of his pru- 
perlVi and distinguislied by his baldness and resolution ; 
Grant, whose house at Norbrook, in Warwickshire, was 
conveniently situated for the subsequent operations of 
the conspirators ; and Ambrose Rookwood. of Coldham 
Hall, in Suffolk, who could furnish a stud of valuable 
horses. Faukes, as his services ivere not iminediately 
wanted, repaired during the inlerval to Flanders. He 
was instructed to procure secretly a supply of military 
stores; and (which was of still grea'.ei' importance) to 
intrigue with the officers of the English regiment in the 
pay of tlie archduke. Several of Iheee, hold and needy 
adventurers, owed their commissions to thu influence of 
Catesby. To them he sent advice that the English ca- 
tholics, if they could not obtain redress by petition, would 
seek it by the sword : and he conjured them in that case 
to hasten to the aid of their brethren, with as many as- 
sociates as they could procure. The proceedings of 
Faukes, though conducted with caution, did not entirely 
escape notice; and Cecil was repeatedly warned from 
France and Flanders that the exiles had some clandes- 
tine entei'prise in hand, though the object and names of 
the conspirators had not been discovered *. 

At home Catesby had been indefatigable in ihe prose- 
cution of his design. But, though he might rely with 
confidence on the fldelity of his accomplices, he knew 
not how' lo elude the scrutinizing eyes of his more inti- 
mate friends. They noticed the excited tone of his con- 
versation, his frequent and mysterious absence from 



IDcuHitffli, S33. ai8. S51. 2S5. 
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home, and his unaccoimtable delaj to join the array in 
Flandeis. Sus] con as aw ke b1 and Gn et tie 
prorincial or au[ er o of lie esu l« 1 1 g r el el 
some gene 11 t of a consp u y se zed an o po tun ty 
to inculcate at the table of Catesb.v (lie obligation of sub- 
mitting to the pressure of persecution, and of leaving 
the redress of wrongs to the justice of heaven. Catesby 
did not restrain his feelings. " It is to you, and such as 
" you," he exclaimed, " that we owe our present ealami- 
" ties. This doctrine of non-resistance makes us slaves. 
" No authority of priest or pontiff can deprive man of his 
" right to repel injustice." This sally converted the 

Maj suspicion of Garnet into certainty. He resolved to in- 

8. form his superiors in Rome"; and received in return 

two letters of similar import, one written in Ihe name of 

June 'he pope, the other fi'om the general of the order, com- 
24, munding him to keep aloof from all political intri^'ue, 
and to discouit^je all attempts against the state. 

Caiesby, notivithataiidiiig the hold tone which he as- 
sumed, could not silence the misgivings of his own con- 
science ; perhaps he feared also the impression, which 
the authority of the provincial might malceon the minds 
of Ilia associates. He repeatedly sought the company 
of Garnet, maintained his opinion, that tlie wrongs of 
the catholics were such as to justify recourse to open 
violence; and at last acknowledged that a plot was in 
agitation, the particulars of which he was readv to en- 
trust to the fidelity of his friend. The Jesuit refused to 
hear a word on that head : and, in the loni; and earnest 
altercation which followed, the conspirator founded his 
vindication on the two breves of Clement VIII. for the 
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eielusion of the Soottiah king from 

" If," he argued, " it were lawful to prevent James from 
" coming in after his promise of toleration, it rould not 
" be wroiiiT to drivo liim out, after l:is breach of that 
" promise " To this reasoninsr Garnet opposed the two 
I 11 rs wl ich he had lalely received : but they bad no 
II on Calesbj-, who replied Ihat they had been 

proc I by misinformation. In eonclusion a sort of 
np m e was accepfed: that a special messenger 
i Id be despatched to Rome, with a correct account of 
Ih t t of ihe English catholics, and that nothing 
1 lib done on the part of the conspiratora till an 
w h d been received from the pontiff. The mes- 
as accordingly sent, with a request secrelly 
dd I by Garnet, Ihat the pope would prohibit under 
II recourse to arms. Thus each party sought 
to overreach tlie other. Catesby's object was to silence 
Garnet, and to provide an agent at Rome, whom he 
might employ as soon as the explosion had taken 
place. Garnet persuaded himself that he had secured 
the public tranquillity for a certain period, before the 
expiration of which he might receive the papal prohibi- 

Faukea, having completed his arrangements in Flan- 
ders, returned to England in September ; but imme- 
diately afterwards it was announced that the parlia- 
ment would again be prorogued from October to the 
fifth of November. This disappointment alarmed the 
conspirators : it was possible that their project had 
been discovered ; and, to ascertain the feet, Winter waa 
employed to attend in the parliament house, and to 
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watch tbe countenanceB and act ona of tl e co nm s 
* s o er !ur 115 tl e ceremony of proro"at on He ob 
ae edtlattle bet ajed ofhuspco u 

easi eaa tl at they valked ado r d n appa e t 
aecurity on the \er) surface of llie loliano [leiaredfur 
their destruction. Hence it was inferred that they must 
he atill ignorant of its existence *. 

It is, however, to these successive postponements that 
the failure of the plot must he attributed. None of the 
conspirators, if we except Catosby, vrere rich. Many of 
them, for the last twelve montha, had depended on hia 
bounty for the support of their families; the military 
stores had been pmchased, and every preparation had 
been made at his expense. But hia resources were now 
exhausted ; and the necessity of having a large sum of 
money at his disposal againat the day of the explosion 
compelled him to truat hia secret to two catholic gen- 
tlemen of considerable opulence. The first was a young 
man of five and twenty, sir EverardDigby, of Gotehutst 
in Buckinghamshire. At an early age he was left by 
the dealhof hia father award of the crown, and hod in 
consequence been educated in the proteatant faith. From 
the university he repaired to the court, where he at- 
tracted the notice of Elizabeth ; but the year before her 
death he turned hia back to the bright prospect which 
opened before him, and retiring to his estates in the 
country, embraced the religion of his others. It was with 
difficulty that he could be induced to join in the conspiracy. 
Catesby made use of his accustomed arguments, showed 
him a passage in a printed book, from which he inferred 
that the attempt was lawful, and assured him that the 
fathers of the society had approved of it in general though 
they knew not the particulars t. By degrees the doubts 

' Si^55'» ^1^" »' 'll« '-d »t •'"' Oanfmnin T«a=on. ,.. 2». 551. 

^^oullliK N. D. Ihr iullliJ" umlet uhlch Pimom, Ocnnl'B sviperiui, liwl 
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and miagivingB of the unrortunate young man were 
silenced : lie suffered liiniself to be persuaded, promised 
to contribute a sum of ICtOtll., iiiid undertook to invite, 
alioul. the time of the opening uf pailinment. must of his 
natliolic friends to hunt with hiin on Dunmoor, in War- 
wickshire. 

The second was Francis Tresham, who, on the death 
of Lis father in September last, had succeeded to a large 
property at Rushlon, in Northamptonshire. He had 
formerly been the associate of Catesby and Percy in the 
iitiempt of the earl of Essex, had on its failure escaped 
(rial and execution by the judicious distribution of two 
Uf three thousand pounds amon<; the queen's favourites ; 
and had since that lime borne bis share of persecution 
on account of his religion. His character was fully 
knoim. He had nothing of that daring spirit, that in- 
vincible fidelity, whii^h alone could have fitted him to ba 
an sccomplice in such an enterprise. He was by nature 
cold and reserved — selfish and chanfreable. But his „ 
piictiniary resources offered a temptation not to be re- ^ 
ni^ted ; aiid the conspirators, having administered the 
usvial oath, confided to him their secret, and extorted 
troll) him a promise of aiding lliem witli 'lIKHll. But 
from that moment Catesby began to feel upprahensions, 
to which he had hitherto been a stranger. Hia mind 
was harassed with doubts of the fidelity of his new col- 
league ; and his rest was broken by dreams of the most 
fearful and ominous import *, 

At Ibis time their plan of operations was finally at- 
ranficd. 1°. A list was made of all the peers and com- 
moners whom it was thought desirable to save on ao 

to a ftipnd from ihe T<nrcw. Bijs: " Mmler (iih-Bliy iM me raaeh wiwig, 

"wh^h^miist uiurue. He did Ulo'diuw in olhera,'' ari|[iti,il in Ilia 
•vllmer'tCoafaihn.X. OrMnwn/s Ma57.58. Beauies tli> money 
pKmlwl bj the*: genllflOlpn, Purey fogiewl U. advuuce llw earl of hmlll 
omlieiluidi renU. about 400tf. Wutoi'a Cuubiulon, 56. 
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count of their religion, or of their previous opposition to 
the penal enofitraeiits, or of the favour which they had 
hitherto sliown to the catholics. It wlis resolved that 
eath of these, if he were in Londun, should receive on 
the very morning a most urjjent message, which mii;ht 
Tvithdraw him to a distance from Westminster, and at 
EO late an hour thnt the artifice should not be discovered 
till the blow had been struck *, 

2°. To Guy Faukes was allotted the desperate office of 
firing the mine. A ship in the river had heen provided at 
the expense of Tresham. to convey him immediately to 
Flanders, where he was instructed to publish amanifesto 
in defence of the act, and to despatch letters invoking 
the aid of all the catholic powers. It was also hoped 
that, in consequence of his previous purchases, he would 
he able to send back by the same vessel a valuable sup- 
ply of ammunition and volunteers. 

3°. To Percy, as one of the gentlemen pensioners, it 
would be easy to enter the palace without exoitinij sus- 
picion. His 'task was to obtain possession of the youni; 
prince Charles, to take liira under pretext of greater 
security to a carriage in waiting, and thence to conduct 
him to the general rendezvous of the conspirators. 

4°. That rendezvous was Dunchun-h ; whence Digby, 
Tresham, Grant, aiid their associates, were to pi-oceed 
to the house of lord Han'inj^ton, and to possess them- 
selves of the infant princess Elizabeth. 

S°. Catesby undertook to proclaim the heir apparent 
atCharing-cross: and, on his arrival in WarwicUsliire, 
to issue a declaration, abolishing the three great national 
grievances of monopolies, purveyance, and wardships. 

6°. It was agreed that a protector (his name was never 

• Gwenw.y, 39. VVi,itfl-'» Confesaioi.. 54. "nivenwewtoliiitebwa 



DIgby'i letlH & U> Tile, ut liiu end oCthe Uunpoirdel Ttamn, p. lil. 
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Buffered to transpire) should be appointed, to exercise 
the royal authority daring the nonage of the new sove- 
reign. 

But what, the reaiier will ask, was to follow from the 
execution of this plan 7 Could twehe private iiidividuaU^ 
wiihout rank or influence, anil stained a* Ihey would be, 
with the blood of so many illustrious victima, rationally 
expect to control the feelings of an exasperated people, 
to establish a regency, to procure a parliament devoted 
to e purposes, and to overturn that religious estahlish- 
men h ch had now existed half a century ? To a sober 

e ne he object would have appeared visionary and 
u a a oable : but i/ieir passions were inflamed- their 

ma na ons excited: revenge, interest, enthusiasm 
u ged h m forward ; they smiled at tlie most appalling 

b les and in defiance of all probability, persuaded 
themselves that the presence of the royal infants would 
give a sanction to their cause ; that many protestunts, 
aiid moat catholics, that disbanded officers and military 
ad\enturers, that all to whom a revolution offered the 
prospect of wealth and honour, would haslen ta their 
standard ; and that of their enemies the most Ibrmidable 
would have perished in the exploaiou — the rest, over- 
whelmed with terror and uncertainty, would rather seek 
to escape notice, than to provoke destruction by acts of 
hostility *. 

Garnet, ignorant of these proceedings, still cherished 
a hope that by his conference with Calesby he had 
induced that conspirator to suspend, if not to abandon, 
his criminal intention 't*. He was quickly undeceived. 
Catesby, whatever he might pretend 1o his associates, 
still felt occasional misgivings of conscience, and on that 
account resolved to open the whole matter in confession 
to Qreenway. That Jesuit, if we may believe hiii solcnui 

laracd, 46. Hs npeute^y uunad Ihe mids . 
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asseveratioiii condemned thedesij^n in the most pointed 
terms. But Catesby was not l<j be convinced : tn every 
objection he hid prepared an answpr; and in cnrmlusion 
he solicited Greenway to procure tlie opinion of hia pio- 
t. vineial, under the secrecy of confession. With tills 
'■ view the Jesuit apphed to Garnet, and received in return 
a severe reprimand. He had done wroof; to entertain 
any mention of so dangerous a project ; ha hail done 
worse in imparting it to another. Nothing now remained 
but to divert the conspirator from his sanguinary 
purpose. Let him therefore emplny every ai^ument, 
every expedient in his power : but at the same time, let 
him be careful to keep tlie present conversation secret 
from every man living, even from Catesby himself*. 

Tiiis communication, however, plunged the unfortn- 
nate provincial into thedeepest anxiety. Ajrainst his will, 
and in defiance of the precautions which he had taken, 
ho was becoma privy to the particulars of the plot ; and 
that plot he found toexceed in atrocity whatever the 
most fearful mind could have anticipated. The explo- 
sion, with its consequpnces, perpetually presented ilself 
to his imagination; it disabled him from performing 
his missionary duties by day — it haunted bis slumbers by 
night. In this distressing slate of mind he left 
Harrowden, the seat of lord Vaux. where it is probable 
that he had received the information, and proceeded to 
Coughton, where his presence was expected by several 
catholic families, to celebrate the festival of All Saints. 
Catesby had engaged to be of the patty. But he never 
came : he was detained by an unforeseen occurrence in 
the neighbourhood of the meli'opolis t. 

With Faukea in his company Catesby had gone to 
White Welilis. a house near BnGeld chase ; where, 
while he was engaged in consultation wiih Winter, he 
received an unexpected visit from Tresham. There was 

"hii lulintinii.'' MS. 11)9. and Uum liii uril aGoiimt lo Eudsmoil 
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an embarrassment in the manner of this new associate, 
a. visible effjrt at concealment, which alarmed his two 
iriends. He pleaded most earnestly that warning of 
the danjrer should be given to lord Mounleajjle, who 
hiid married his sister. In addition he suggested a 
further delay. He could not, he said, furnish moiii-y, 
unless he were allowed time to accomplish certain sales 
to the amount of £ 16,000: but the explosion might take 
place with as much effect atthe close as at the opening 
of parliament; and the conspiraiors for greater security 
might make use of his ship, which lay in the Thames, 
nnd spend the interval in Flanders, where he would 
supply them with money for their subsistence. The pro- 
posal confirmed the suspicions of Catesby: but he deemed 
it prudent to dissemble, and, after some objections, pre- 
tended to acquiesce. Whether Tresham was deceived by 
him or not, is uncertain ; his real object was, if we may 
believe himself, to break up the conspiracy williout re- 
vealing the names of his associates *. 

] n the course of a few days, lord Mounteagle ordered 
a supper to be prepared, nut at his residence in town, 
but at a house belonging to him at a short distance from 
London— a circumstance so unusual, that it excited 
much surprise in his family +. While he sate at table a Oct. 
letter was delivered to him by one of iiis pages, who had 26. 
received it from a tHll man, whose features he did not 
recognise in the dark. Mounteagle opened the letter, 

• Tho clnle of thli SnlPTtiew Is unwrUln. It must haw huppeopd 
belwpen Ihe 14lh nnd Hit SBlli of OtIulM-r. I ha™ otjtiinrd (in, piir- 
tiFulorfl ffom G^e?D4a.y*s H3. 67. Klminiteaou t]i«aui1ioHly of CHtit^iy, 
froni Ihr Blxlll rumiluiUon uf FuuIifb tin the l«tb, nnd fmm t7;at of Tri'sLiim 
on 111.- I3lli of NoiMolier. Tlw IbHlt d«lareB Ihal hij inil -ibjecl irnj lo 
pot ancDlilQlheijlul- " Tliia was llle BBly wajlhKi I (onW teotre Do 

J'Mr. J ardine bnisliown Ihillord MonnlMglo tied ba-n •TiEnc'din 
llw Smniili ireaion.lbHlbBtadwriilpnU; Eomobv linjnlium. .Kif Ihat 
be usa prubBbly acqioiinlrd ulib lb« fiiflmw of ix |plot! but he had 
hitely ubiaineil llie roBfclenre ut ibe liing Burl council, unci «asoiieof ibB 

nu'tiy «■■» emnloyid at the trial rf Uw cunspralorh lo ptetenl liii nam* 
bom being caWia queiUsn. ]^xiiBt,ei% 
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and seeing that it was without date or signature, and writ- 
ten in a disguised hand, ordered Thomas Ward, a gentle- 
man in (lis service, to read it aloud. It was as follows : — 
" my lord out of the love i heave to someof youer 
" friends i have a caer of youer preservacion therefor i 
" would ail\73e yowe as jo*e fender vouer lyf to devyso 
" some exsGusB to shift of youer attendance at this par- 
*' leament for god and man halh concurred to punislie 
" the wickednea of this tyme and thinke not slightlye of 
" this advertisment but ratyere youre self into youre 
" contri wheace yowe maye expect the event in safti for 
" thowghe tlieare be no apparance of atini stir yet i save 
" they shall receyve a terrihel hlowe tliis parleament 
"and jet they shall not seie who hurts them this 
" cowncel is not to be contemned because it may do yowe 
'■ (rood and can do yowe no harnie for the danger is 
" passed as soon as yowe have burnt the letter and i hope 
" go<l will give yowe the grace to mak good use of it to 
" whose holy protection i comend yowe *." 

The following evening the very individual who had 

been requested to reat! the letter, called on Thomas 

Winter, one of the conspirators. He related to him 

. tlie occurrence of the preceding eveuing ; added that 

iDiitii? InsUwriDTemiinoiiitlnii LhedU'ereiit sinjutuni uCuheni. I nill 

_v.i 1.....J.-1. 1 — ^ Thp J aiirilKil-' " — "■ — 

. bL-W-Btn the wili^.wl"u^"M™Jw'giB 
Mil » noiiniHl By no am. Ktnj nlti'nda to thu pJtticnlBn,— ITitj wpr« 
ainTinnd llul Tmluini bud i» Hwim glTen hl> nuntest, tlian ha reiwnled 
uflt, and nntthl la bceak up Ihs plot nitfaoul lirUnying hia SMociiilt^, 

wlilili lie bad hind In IhB riTPT. He nnt nnite tho hnvi i and uuk com 

lecTBtary, In bops ttMt the danger nf dl»>Tery would iodueeiheiu Id nuke 
■laeofineiippiAtindty ofeeeape. In Lhli he would undoiablfldly 1uit«suc- 

CecS, wba nlkimd no lenrdi to be made In Iho collu. Froin Ibst niunu-Dt 
Ti«haiB avobli-d all piirtloli*KDO in UinrcDiinBelti and when Iheyfled, 
h« remainerl In Lonoon. Hbuwing h^m^lf upenLy, end evt-n olTerHl in 
peraoD hlf serticeB to Lhe council. He whs a^l apprehended till the IStLi 

but oppmtutie, should be atldliuLed liy &a frfmdri lo pt^Boo- 
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his lord had laid the raygterious paper before the ^ecrei 
taiy of state ; and ended by cnnjunn;:: him. if he were a 
parly to the supposed plol, to piovide for his safely hy 
immediate lli-ht. It v/ai a tryinjj moment to Winter : 
he cndouvoured to master his^eeUii)rs, aii.'iumed a tone 
of levity, and ridiculed the affair as a hoax on the rra- 
dulity of lofd Mmmteagle. But early in the morning he Oct. 
hastened to White Webbs and communicated the 28. 
alarming inteHigence to his colleague. Calesby, hoir- 
ever, was unwilling to despair. He agreed with Winter 
that Tresham was tha writer of the letter. But had he 
done anything more? Had he revealed the particulars 
of the plot, or the names of the conspirators? Till that 
were asi;ertained, he would hope for the best, and con- 
tinue to deiy the policy and the conjectures of the secre- 

Three days later, in consequence of a most urgent 
messai"e, Tresham ventured to meet Cateshy and Winter 
in Enlield chase. Their resolve was filed: had be 30 
faltered or changed eounienance, that moment would 
have been liis last. But be repelled the chaise of 
perfidy with spirit ; and maintained his innocence with 
so many oaths and protestations, that tliey hesitated to 
take his life on no better ground than Ijare suspicion. 

On their return they despatched Faukes to examine 
the cellar. He fiiund every secret mark as he had left 
it It was plain that no search had yet been made, and 
hence it was inferred that no information of the mine 
had been given. They now for the first time imparted 
to him the intelligence. He complained of their previous 
Eilence as arguing a distrust of his courage ; and, to 
prove that he felt no apprehensions, engaged to revisit 
the cellar once every day till the filth of November '. 

The king, who had been hunting at Royston, at last 31 

• I om indrhtfd for nil llwse pnrlicnlnis to llw nmraliou nf GTnea^Vf. 
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returned. The next day the letter was laid before him. 
He perused it reneatedlv, anrl spi^nt twoiioiirs in con- 

"■ sulfitiira with his ministers*. Thia information, but 
norliinif more, was conveyed to Winter by the s.imo 
acieiidant on lurd Muunt^gle. Wiineisou-^'lit a second 
ititerview with Tresham'at his house in Lincoiii's Inn 
walks, and returned to Catesby with the following 
answer; that the existence of the mine had been com- 
municated to the ministers. This TreaUam said ho 
knew ; but by whom the di.*cuvery had been made, he 
knew not. A council of the conspirators was held, 
S'lme proposed to flee immediately to Flanders — others 
refused to give credit to Tresham, They oscillated from 
one opinion to another, and finally determined to await 
the arrival of Percy. 

I, Percy exerted all his powers to conflrm the resolution 
of his associates. He reminded them of the pains which 
thoy had taken, of the difficulries which they had over- 
mma. They were now on tlie point of reaping the fviiit 
of their labour: would they forfeit it on a mere con- 
jeclure-on the credit of a recreant colleague, who, to 
extri<:ate himself from danger, had probably feigned that 
whu-h he only feared ? Let them wait at least one day 
lunger, and then come to a final resolntion. His argu- 
ments or his authority prevailed. But a chanire was 
made in their former iirrangements. Faukes undertook 
to keep guard within the cellar; Percy and Winter to 

_ superintend the operations in London; Calusby and 

nnl/rawi" ^^,'^'^^ *" "" ]»riI»m,.Bt OB NoYf rdber P, (Lords' J„vr- 
if','" '" 'rl "°T'?»ir'.e.'{i« Ho^lUi.' !^,«l],iX-™-''-''--' "' ■'"' 



_ Surtlilkl hutli KnmsiTOd that it omiW nol by^oy """ "av boVkTi^te 

I™ ""-TKUvauUiiadBr Uiesstd cbambor we »if IhoHght til ID 
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John Wright departed the next day for the geneial 
rendezvous in Warwickshire*. 

Towards evening the lord chamherlain, who>ie duty it 
was to ascertain tliat tlie necessary pi'epaiationa hid 
■been made for the opening of the session, viaiUd the 
parliament house, and in company with lord Mounteagle 
entered the cellar. Casting around an apparently 
careless glance, he inquired by whom it was occupied; 
and then fixing his eye upon Faukos, who Mas piesent 
under the designation of Percy's servant, observed that 
his master had laid in an abundant provision of fuel. This 
wai'ning was lost on the determined mind of the con- 
Bpirafor. Though he saw and heani all that passed, he 
was so fixed on his ruthless purpose, that he resolved to 
remain to the last moment ; and having acquainted 
Percy with the circumstance, returned to his post, with 
a determination on the first appearance of danger to 
fire the mine, and perish in the company of his enemies. 

A little after midnight (the reader will observe that 
it was now the fifth of Novemlier, the day appointed for No*. 
the commencement of the session,) Faukes had occasion 5- 
to open the door of the vault ; and at the very moment 
was seized by sir Thomas Knevett and a party of soldiers. 
He was dressed- and booted as for a journey— three 
matches were found in bjs pookets^nd in a corner 
behind the door was concealed a dark lantern containing 
a. light. The search immediately began ; and. on the 
removal of the fuel, were discovered two hogsheads and 
above tliirty barrels of gunpowdert. 

By four o'clock the king and council had assembled 
to interrogate the prisoner. Faukes stood before ihem 
collected and undaunted : his replies, thiiugli deUvered in 
respectful language, gave no clue to the discovery of his 
associates. His name, he said, was Johnson— his master, 
Percy ; whether he had or had not accomplices, should ^ 
never be known from him ; hie object was to destroy ' 

• GreeB>™j.64. Winta-8Confe3!:oii,5&. 

+ Winwooi ii. 171, l"S. ampowder TreaBon, M— 37. 
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the parliament, aa the sole means of putting an end to 
religious persecution. More than this lie refused to 
disclose, thoussh he was repealedlj- examined in tlie 
presence of the king. During the intevvala, ho bore 
without shrinking the inquisitive gaze of the coui'tiers; 
and answered all their questions in a tone of sotcasm 
and defiance, A Scottish nobleman asked him for 
what end he had collected so many barrels of gun- 
powder? "To blow the Scottish boggare back to their 
" native mountains," was Ihe reply. James pronounced 
him the English ScBJTola."" 

In the Tower, though ordera were given that he should 
be racked to extremity, his resolution was not to be sub- 
dued; nor did be consent to make any disclosure till hia 
associates had announced themselves by appearing in 
arms t- They, the moment they heard of his apprehen- 
sion, bad mounted Iheir horses, and on the same even- 
ing reached the hunting party at Dunchurch. There 
was something mysterious in their sudden arrival, in 
their dejected appearance, and in their long and serious 
consultation with sir Everard Digby. Uefore midnight 
a whisper of disappointed treason was circulated; ihe 
guests gradually look their leave— and three only re- 
mained to share the desperate fate of their friends. Tha 
seizure of the princess Elizabeth was no longer an ob- 
NoT.jeet: they traversed in haste the counties ofWarwiek 
6. 7.and Worcester, to Holbeach, the residence of Stephen 
Littleton, one of theirnew associates. On theirroad tliey 
took by force arms and horses from two individuals : but 
to their dismay every catholic, from whom they solicited 
aid on the road, shut hia doors against them ; and tbo 
sherifia of each county followed, though at a respectful 



led &1rj^«B La place of bja aumame. He Ajppeaif w have bttit 
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distance, with an armed force ". At Holbeach house 
thoy resolved to turn on their pursuers. Though they 
could not muster, with the addition of their servants, 
more than (ifty, perhaps forty, men, yet well horsed and 
well armed they believed themselves a match for the 
tumultuary host of their adversaries : and a victory in 
such circumstances would probably add to their num- 
tj^rs, — would certainly allow time to provide for their 
safety. But on the fourth morning after the discovery Nov 
of the plot, during their preparation for battle, a spark ^ 
of fire accidentally fell amon^' the powder, which they 
had spread out to dry. Catesby and some of his accom- 
plices were severely burnt ; and the majority of their 
followers took advantage of the confusion to make their 
escape. Within an hour the house was surrounded. To 
a summons from the shei'iff was returned a hauphty de- 
fiance; not that the inmales cherished the hope of 
saving their lives, but they sought to avoid the knife of 
the executioner by provoking the hostility of their pur- 
suers. . With this view Cateshy, Percy, and the two 
Wrights, armed with their swords only, exposed them- 
selves in the court to the shot of their assailants, and 
were all mortally wounded. Thomas Winter, who had 
accompanied them, retreated into the house ; where, 
with Rookwood, Grant, and Keyes, who had suffered 
from the explosion, he was after some resntance made 
prisoner. Digby, with two of his servants, burst through 
his opponents, but was pursued to a wood near Dudley, 
where he was surrounded and taken, Robert Winter and 
Littleton had effected their escape at a more early hour: 
but, after along succession of most dangerous adventures, 
were at last betrayed by i servant of Mrs, Littleton, a 
widow, in whose house, at Hagley, they had been se- 
creted without her knowledge, by her cousin Humphrey 
Littleton. 
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More than Iwo months infervened between the appre- 
hension and the trial of the conspirators. The ministers 
had persuaded tiiemsslves, or wished to persuade otliers, 
that Ihe Jesuit missionarie* were deeply implicated in 
the plut. On this account the prisoners were suhjecled 
to repeated examinations; every artifice which injjenuitT 
could devise, hoth promises and tbreals, the sight of the 
16 US. rack, and occasionally the inlliction of torture, were em- 
Jan, ployed, to draw from them some avon'al which might 
'^ furnish a ground for the charge ; and in a proclamation 
issued for the apprehension of Gerard, Garnet, aiid 
Greenway. it was said " to he plain and evident from the 
" examinations that all three had heen peculiarly prac- 
" tisers in the plot, and therefore no less pernicious than 
" liie actors and counsellors of the treason "," 
27. At length the eight prisoners were arraigned. They 
all pleaded not guilty ; not, they wished it to be observed, 
because they denied their participation in the conspiracy, 
but bjcause the indictment contained much lo which till 
that day they had been strangers. It was false that the 
three Jesuits had heen the authors of the conspiracy, or 
had ever held consultations with them on the subject : 
as far as liad come to their knowledge, all three were 
innocent. With respect lo themselves they had cer- 
tainly entertained the design laid to their charge; but 
whatever men might think of the fact, they would main- 
tain that their intention was innocent before God. Some 
of them had already lost most of their property — all lind 
Buffered severely on account of their religion. The king 
had broken his promise of toleration, and the malice of 
their enemies daily aggravated Iheir burthens. No 
means of liberation was left but that which they had 
adopted. Their only object was lo relieve themselves 
and their brethren from the cruelty of the persecutors, 
and to restore a worship which in their consciences they 
believed to be the true worship of Christ; and for this 

■ Kjmer, ivi, £33. 
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thej-had risked, ond for this they were ready to saeriflce, 
their fortunes and lives. In reply tlie earls of Salisbury 
and Nortliampton strongly asserted that the king had 
not broken his faith ; and that tiie promises on which 
the catholics relied had been the fictions of designing 
men in flioir own body. The prisoners received judg- 
ment, and suffered tlie punishment of traitors, having ou Jan. 
the scaffold repeated the same sentiments wliich they 30. 
had before uttered at their trials*. 

Of the three Jesuits menlioned in the pi oclamalion, 
Gerai-d and Gi'eenway, after many adventures, escaped 
to the continent. Garnet, having previously sent to the 
council a protestation of his innocence, secreted himself 
at Hendlip, near Woicester, in the house of Tliomas 
Abingdon, who had married the sisier of lord Mount- 
eagle. The place of his concealment was known to 
Humphrey Littleton, who had not yet been bron-tht to 
trial ; and the Lope of saving his own lile induced him 
to communicate the intelligence to the council. Sir 
Henry Bromley, a neighbouring maijistrate, received a 
commission to proceed to Hendlip with an armed force. „(, 
Mrs. Abingdon, in the alisence of her husband, delivered 
to him her keys with an air of cheerful neii s : every 
apartment was rigorously and repeatedly searched, and 
guards were stationed hy day and night in each passage, 
and at all the outlets. Thus three days passed, and no 23 
discovery was made : but on the fourth two strange men 
suddenly appeared in a gallery, and were instantly ap- 
prehended. They proved to be Owen, the servant of 
Garnet, and Chambers, the servant of Oldcorne. another 
Jesuit, whom hunger had compelled to leave their hiding 
place. This success stimulated the effjrls of the pur- 
suivants. The search proceeded ; nine other secret 
chamliers were discovered; and on the eighth day an 28. 
opening was found into tliat in which the two priests lay 
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Feb. concealed. All four, with the master of the house, who 
12. had returned durini; the interval were conducted to 
14. London, and committed to the Toner *. 

A bill to attaint the consp ritocs who died at Hol- 
Ftb. beach, or had already been roniicted, was biou^'ht 
!• into the house of lords but into it were introduced, in 
imitatien of the odiius practice durins; the reign Of 
Henry VIII., the names of seterai indmduals, some of 
whom had not yet been apprehended — none had been 
3, arraigned. The lords hesitated : they required to be put 
in possession of the evidence against the latter ; and, 
8. when they had heard the attorney- general, resolved not 
to proceed with the bill till more satisfactory information 
could be procured*. Day after day the commissioners 
proceeded to the Tower. They interrogated the pri- 
soners ; they placed the two servants on the rack ; they 
threatened Garnet with torture, and received for answer, 
minare isla pueris. Nothing of importance could be 
elicited, when the Jesuit, though on his guard against 

•Gmid,B7-89. GreenWKy.9S-S7.,"4traadi«ovei7ofl]i»ieHcB 
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his professed enemies, allowed his simplicity tci be de- 
ceived by pretensioas of friendship. His warder, by 
order of the lieutenant, spoke lo him in a tone of pity ; 
afl'ecled to venerate hiai as a martyr fur religion; and 
offi^red lo him every indulgeni« which could be granted, 
consistently with his own safety. Garnet eagerly au- 
cepted Lis services; and, through the medium of ikis 
unexpected frieiid, commenced a correspondence with 
several catholics. But, though the letters on both sides 
were carried lo the Ueutenant, and by him submitted to 
the inspeetion of the commissioners, they furnished no 
new intelligence, no proof whatever against the prisoner 
or his friends *. Another experiment was then made. 
The wai-der, unlocking a door in Garnet's cell, showed 
liim another door on tlie opposite side of the wall. That 
he ^aid was the only separation between him and Old- 
corne. with whom he was at hberty to converse at his 
pleasure; suppressing the fact that, within a cavity 
formed in the passage, were actually secreted Lockerson, 
the private secretary of Cecil, and Forsett, a magistrate 
attached !o the Tower. It was an artilice that had pre- 
viously been played off upon Winler and Faukes, who 
had the caution or the good fortune to disappoint the 
expectation of the contrivers : but the two Jesuits, unsus- 
picious of treachery, improved llie opportunity to speak Feb. 
without resene of their situation, of their hopes and 2i. 
fears, of the ingenuity with which they had parried ihe 
questions put to tbem in tlieir past, and of the questions 2 3. 
wliich they feared might be put in their future, exaniina- 2 5. 
tions. Five times were they thus perfidiously indulged 27. 
with the means of betraying themselves ; the reports of 
four of these conversations are still preserved ; and, 
though there is nothing in them to bring home the know- Mar. 
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ledge of the conspiracy to Garnet, there is much calcu- 
liited to provoke suspicion, and much to show that there 
was some important secret which had hitherto escaped 
the research of the commissioners*. This SHccess stj- 
mukted the council to fresh exertions: ijiterrogatoiieg 
were framed from the facts disclosed by the reports ; 
Oldcome, Owen, Chambers, and Johnson, the chief ser- 
'■ vant at 'WhiteWchb3,weie examined ; aud the rack was 
again called into action to subdue their obstinacy: yet 
nothing of importance could be drawn ttora the servants, 
and little more than an admission of his conversation 
with Garnet from Oldeornet. After this, Garnet him- 
self was asked if he had not spoken with Oldcurne in 
the Tower. He denied it most vehemently. The con- 
fession of his fellow -prisoner was shown to him. He 
replied, that Oldcorne might he weak enough to accuse 
himself falsely, but he never would. The reports of 
Lockerson and Forsett were then read. He could not 

thBtnaiiiEtlaaqiieUion from bidcainc replied, Ihu »iih respect to hfl 
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resist this additional eiidence and o\erwlielmed and 
abashed, he ackni>«letl„«d the lift 

Still nothing had tiansp ed to w nnect him immedi- 
ately with the conspirators But awa e ot the injury 
which lie had done to himself by the oUstii aey of his 
leuial, and under his expectation ol being summoned 
every moment to the rack, he deemed it prudent to act 
with more candour. Examination followed examination ' 
from one admission he was artfully led on to another of M« 
t;reater importance; and at last lie acknowledged that '*■ 
he knew of Catesby being engaged in some practice 
against the state, and had repeatedly warned him to de- 
sist; and that subsequently he understood fi-om Green- 
way the real object of the plot, but could not conscienti- 
ously reveal it, because it had been communicated to 
him under the seal of confession*. 

Thus after an intervalof two months was laid aground 
for the trial of the prisoner. The interest which it ex- jg 
cited appeared from the crowd of spectators assembled 
in the court, among whom wei-e the king himself, all the 
foreign ambassadors, and most of the members of par- 
liament. Sir Edward Coke, the attorney- general, spoke 
for some hours. He detailed all the plots, real or 
imaginary, which had ever been attributed to the 
catliolics since the accession of queen Elizabeth ; he 
declaimed against the Jesuitical doctrine of equivocation, 
and the temporal pretensions of the pontiffs ■ he de- 
scribed the missionaries in genera!, and the Jesuits in 
particular, as leagued in an impious conspiracy to de- 
stroy the king, and the leaders of the protestant interest. 
But when he descended to the real merits of the indic^ 
ment, he soon betrayed the poverty of his case. Not a 
word was said of the confessions, or the witness^, or the 
dying declarations, by which he had engaged to prove 
that Garnet had been the original framer of the plot, and 
the confidential adviser of the conspirators. This part 



o.led by Google 



64 JAMKS I. ICHAP. I. 

of the charge was seen to rest wi his bare asserfioii, sup- 
ported oiil; by a few unimporlant facts susrepLible of a 
very difl'ereiit interpretation. Garnet i-eplied with temper 
and firmness : but was so ofien iiiteijupted by quesliooa 
and remarks from the attorney -);enei'ul and the com- 
missioners on the bench, tbat the Uiitg himself declared 
they had not given him fair play. He acknowledged 
that he had heard of the |)lut in cunfeesiun ; hut among 
catholics the secrecy of confession was inviolable. Were 
it otherwise, no one would disclose his intended crimes 
to him, who of all men was most likely, by his advice 
and authority, to divert the sinner i'lom the guitt which 
he meditated. As for himself he abhorred Ihe plot as 
much as the most loyal of his prosecutors ; and had 
dime to prevent it whatever in his conscience he could 
persuade himself that it was lawful for him to do. The 
attorney- general had indeed attempted'to prove in hira 
a tiailuruus intention from several circumstances; but 
these he could show proceeded from very different mo- 
tives, and ought to lead to an opposite conclusion. The 
jury were not to judge from conjectures and presump- 
tions ; what he had asserted was the whole truth : nor 
had the prosecutor attempted lobcing forward any direct 
evidence to the contrary. — Though a verdict of guilty 
was returned, his friends professed themselves satisfied 
with the proceedings. All that had been pn>ved against 
him was that he had not heti'ayed the seeret conflded to 
him in confession. The boast of Coke tbat he would 
siiow him to have been the author and adviser of the 
plot had failed ; and Cecil himself had confessed, that 
nothing more had been produced against him than had 
been disclosed by his conference with Oldcorne, Under 
such circumstances, they asserted that if he were to 
suffer, he would suffer, not for treason, but for the con- 
Bcientious discharge of his duty ". 
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From tliese proceedings it is plain that Garnet had My. 
incuwed the legal guilt of misprision of treason : but ^ • 
that he had coniraitled any overt act of treason, was not 
proved, nor attempted 16 be proved, by evidence either 
written or oial*. For some unknown reason, perhaps 
Uie king's uncertainty as to the real nature of his guilt; 
or tlio royal unwQlingness to offend the foi-eign powers 
that interceded for him, more than two months was per- 
mitted to elapse between his condemnation and esecu- 
tioii : a long apji anxious interval, which, however, he 
was not suffered to spend in peaceful preparation for the 
fate which awaited him. Ho had been examined three 
and twenty times before his trial : after trial the examin- 
ations were resnmed. To draw new avowals from him, 
he was falsely informed that Greenway, whom he be- 
lieved to have escaped to the continent, was in fact a 
fellow-prisoner in the Tjwer, and that five hundred 
catholics, shocked at his connexion with the plot, had 
conformed to the established church. Under those im- 
pressions he was induced to write in his own vindication 
letters to Mrs. Anne Vaux. who was actually and to 
Greenway whom he supposed to be, in the Tower which Ap,ii 
letters of course found their way into the hands of the 3 
lieutenant. These, however, fortunately foi the wiiter 
had been so cautiously worded as to supply no fresh 4. 
matter of charge against him. At the same time he 
wrote to the king, protesting in strong terms his abhor- 
rence of " the powder action" as sinful and most hor- 
rible; declaringlhat he had always been of opinion that 

■hteh m'oVbe'iepn In^^idi, Jt6, Mors, 816. miii in Mt, Bnll«c-« MbI 
mmrt. li. U*- Gw"-^ '•- I'll MS. niinntkp, ii. la?. rematha iJi.1 the jury, 
when they retunwd th«)[v«dicl, nfliUn«l ii lo On milt "rhHTl..g coo. 
Haled tlie knowleilBii nhith Iw hail iftavfA uf tlia conapitacy. Se> 

iiicauliu™i^'iter mlgUl infei (him them, thai lie Imi reiienWJlJ coaferrod 
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tt was unlawful to attempt violence against the king or 
state since his majesty's accession; and also acknow- 
leilging tliat it was his bounden duty to disclose every 
treason which might come to his knowledge out of the 
sacrament of conlessioii. It was in ibis last point that 
he had offended. Partly through reluctance to betray 
bis friend, partly witti the hope of being able to reclaim 
hira, be did not reveal the genej al knowledge nhich he 
had from Catesby of his inlention ; and for that offence 
he humbly sought forgiveness from his sovereign *. 

The reader will observe that, under allusion to " the 
" sacrament of confe&sion " Garnet sought ht cover his 
coiicealmeiitof the disclosure made to him by Green- 
A[^lway. He was immedialely called before the coram is 
sinners, and lalsely giien to understand thai, according 
to the statement of Greenway himself, the communica 
tion was not made to him iii confession f Ibia added 
to his peiple\it) He wa\ered, made seieril altempta 

8, to reconcile his own with the supposed statement of 
Greenway. and concluded by declann^ that whatever 

as. might have been the intention of his brnther he hud 
always considered the communication as made with 
reference to confession % 

Then, for ibe first time, three weeks after his letter to 
Greenway had been intercepted, he was examined 
whether he had not corresponded with that traitor. He 
denied on his priesthood that he had ever sent letter or 
message to him, since they parted at Coughton. The 
commissioners exhibited tj him llie iniei-cepted letter. 
He acknowledged it: but maintained that he had done 
nothing wrong. They were the persons to be blamed ; 
they, who, being in possession of the letter, bad never- 
theless put the question to him, as if they were not. In 
this instance, as in several others since his imprison- 
inent,he had acted on the piinciple, that no raan is 
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bnund to betray himself; whence he ingeniously in- 
ferred that, where the acknowledgment of a fiiet 
miiilit enilanser his life, it was lawful to deny it with the 
oid'of equivocation, till it should be proved against him 
by ijireet evidence'. 

Three dajs later he was inteiTogated a second time April 
respecting the doctrine of equivocation, and boldly de- '28. 
Glared, that the practice of requiring men to accuse 
themselves was barbarous and unjust ; that in all such 
cases it was lawful to employ equivocation, and lo con- 
flrm, if it were necessary, that equivocation with an oath ; 
and that if Tresham. as had been pretended, had equi- 
vocated on his death-bed, he might have had reasons 
which would justify him in tlie aight of God-f To 
these and similar avowals 1 asciihe his execution By 
seeking shelter under equnocation, he had deprived 
himself of the protection which the truth might have 
afforded him: nor could he in suih circumstances rea- 
sonolily complain, if the king refuserl credit to bis asse- 
verations of innocence, and permitted the law to take 
its course t- ^i^ weeks after his trial the fatal narrant 
wassio'ned. On the scaffold, iLConliii^ to the ambiiru May 
ous language of the otficial account, he conte sed hi^ 3. 
guilt; hut if we may credit the letters ot apectatois, he 
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denied all knowledge of the plot, except by confession; 
and thouijh he begged pardon of the king, he was care- 
ful to add that it was not for any participation in the 
treason, but for tliB lej^al offence of having concealed 
the general knowledge which he had acquired of some 
practice against the state designed by Catesby. His 
pious and constant ilemaanouc excited the sympathy of 
the crowd; their vociferations checked the impatience 
of the executioner, and the cruel operation of quartering 
was deferred till he waa fully dead*. 

Though James was satisfied that the great body of 
the English catholics had been kept in ignorance of the 
plot, he still believed that all its ramifications had not 
yet been discovered. There could be no doubt that 
Paukes had admitted associates in Flanders, and sus- 
picion attached to Owen, a Welch catholic, and to Bald- 
Nov. win, ajesuit, who were both saved from prosecution by 
8. the obstinate refusal of the archduke and the king of 
Spain to deliver them into the hands of the English am- 
bassador +. At home, the domestic reUtion between the 
earl of Northumberland and the trailar Percy was 
deemed a autficient reason to place the former under 
restraint in tlie house of the archbishop of Canterbury ; 
and the confession of the coiispiralors that Catesby 
wished to nave the viscount Montague, and knew the 
intention of the lords Mordaunt and Stourlon to be ab- 
sent from parliament, led to the arrest of tliese three 
noblemen J. It was in vain that they protested their 
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ignorince of the treason ; they were condemned in the 
Btar chamber to sufier imprisonment dniing the royal 
pleasure, and to pay fines to the kin^, the lord Slourton Juna 
in si^ thousand the lord Mordautit in t«n thousand 1. 
pounds, and the iiatount Momague in a still larger 
sum* The earl was committed to the Tower, and 
repeatedly examined , but ho answered from the begin- 
ning with an air of scorn and confidence, pointing out 
the method of discovenng his guilt, if he were guiltyt, 
and braving his accusers to bring him lo a public trial 
by due course of law. They preferred to arraign him, 6. 
after a delay of sewn months, in the star-cUnmber, on 
the following extraordinary charges;— r. That he had 
BO)wht to be the head of the papists, and to procure 
toleration ; 2°. that he had admitted Percy lo be a gen- 
tleman pensioner, without exacting from him the oath 



d«luiu^ hii ioBorencB, mi denying that "hf hniauy w™ina of ihlTiiIoi; 
Cwal ina!elierlo.teTlKm«s Edmonds, mvi, ihat Pan BiSied loinv. 
riorihmiibsilsiid mid Moootcagle, nod tliu Calnliy knew Slounon, Mot- 
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t He requml them 1o uka tliu ilepoaiiion of Perej Tufore lio died of big 
" »^ll fell mo uXU^"S,W W wilder ^lS'«™^Il^^^Qo'd"■"'S^ Jfn 
ths SrjUs IVper OOiCfl. Sea abu, Les Amb=B»dMil€ Budurie, i. 12S. IBO. 
S9». Collins Peerase, li. taci. Hii^iamluMiomaEO in 11« Slale l-anor 
Office, hut ounnOn noUiioB of ™iueqiieuca Id the Towet ho nppfcd 
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SeeBLidi,a«. ^dney Papers, IL 360. ' 
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of supremacy ; 3°, that after hia restraint he had written 
two letters to his servants in the north, requesting them 
to lake care that Perey cTul not carry off his money and 
i-ents ; and in this had committed a threefold offence, — 
l". in presuming to write letters without leave ; 2°. in 
preferring the safety of his money to the safety of iho 
king ; 3°. in giving waniint; to Percy to lake care of hia 
own person. He was adjudged to pay a fine of 300,000^., 
to be deprived of Eill hia oftices, to he held incapable of 
any for the future, and to remain a prisoner during life 
in the Tower. So severe a punishment excited surprise ; 
but the reasons were, that lie had long been the political 
antagonist of Cecil ; that in the Tower he haH displayed 
a spirit which alai'med the weak mind of James, and 
that he was supposed to be the individual to whom, had 
the plot succeeded, the conspirators would have offered 
the dignity of protector during the minority of the next 
sovereign. Lord Mounteagle received, in reward of his 
loyalty, lands to the yearly value of 200/., and an annuiiy 
of SOOi, forlife*. 

The chief object for which the parliament had been 
summoned to meet in November was to supply the 
royal coffers, which James had emptied by profuse dona- 
tions to his countrymen, and by the extravagance of hia 
Jan. establishment. After a long adjournment, occasioned 
21. by the discovery of the gunpowder plot, the two houses 
assembled. The lords appeared as usual to have no 
other wish than to gratify the sovereign ; but the com- 
mons resumed that bold tone of expostulation and re- 
sistance which had given so much offence in the lust 
session. They did not indeed refuse to relieve the wants 
of the king, though murmurs were heard respecting his 
indiscretion and prodigality, but they maintained, that 
every offer of money on their part ought to be met with 
a corresponding offer of concession on the part of the 
crown ; (hey brought forward a long catalogue of grier- 
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ances in the practice of the ecclesiastical courts, in the 
administration oF civil justice, and in the comluct of 
every department of gaveriiment ; and they sent, to use 
the significant expression of Jaines, an O yes intu eyery 
part of the couiilry, to find out grounds of complaint. 
The ministers had I'ecaurse to airtilice and intrigue. 
They prayed and coaxed ; tbey attributed the necensi- 
ties of the kin^ to a debl of 400,000/. left by Ihe last 
Bovereign, to the charges of the army in Ireland, and to 
theospensesof anewieign; and while they conceded that 
James had been sometimes too liberal in his presents, 
sometimes too predial in his pleasnrea, they held out 
hopes of immediate amendment, and of strict attention 
to economy in future. Tlius, partly by promises and 
partly by management, they contrived to elude every 
nioiiou for reform, and to obtain a vote of three subsi' 
dies, and six tenths and fifteenths *. 

But there was another question equally interesting to 
the passions of the members, ajid less likely to provoke 
dissension between them and the croivn, the revision of 
the penal code, as far as regarded tiie prohibition of the 
calbolic worship. To a thinking mind the late conspiracy 
must have proved the danger and impolicy of driving 
men to desperation by the punishment of religious 
opinion. But the warning was lost ; the existing enact- 
ments, oppressive and sanguinary as lliey were, appeared 
too indulgent ; and though justice had been satisfied by 
the death and execution of the guilty, revenge and fa- 
naticism sought out additional victims among the inno- 
cent. Every member was ordered to stand up in bis f^ 
place, and lo propound those measures which in bis ~ 
judgment he thought most expedient. Tliese, in, suc- 
cessive conferences, were communicated by one house 
to the otber, and in each motions were made and enter- 
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tained as abhorrent From the common feelings of liu 
manity as the conspiracy itself. Henry IV. of France 
thought it the duty of a friend to interpose with his 
advice: and Bodei'ie, his ombassadoi', M'as ordered to 
rejiresent to the king, that his master had learned liom 
experience the strong hold wliith religion has on the 

April Imman breast; that it is a flame which burns with in- 
^' creasing fierceness in proportion to tlie violence em- 
ployed to extinguish It; that pejsecution exalts the 
mind above itself, teaohes it to glory in sutfering, and ren- 
ders it capable of every sacrifice in the cause of con- 
science ; tliat much might be dona by liindness— little 
by severity. Let him punish the gnilty — it was his 
duty ; but it was equally his duty to spare the innocent, 
even in opposition to the wishes of his parliament ; as it 
was also bis interest not to goad the catholics into plots 
f r his d struct n hut to n n e th m thit tl cy 
p(« Sbud a [roto tor in the person of tl en: soye 
regn* 

After a lonf; s ccra on of d hat^ conference? and 

May in endments the new code rt,cp ed tl e royal as- 
2 sent It repealed none of the laws then n fore 
b t added to then; sever ty !y two new blls ctn 
t n ng more than seventy ortcles tnflctng penal 
ties on the athuh a n all their aeveril c pieit es 
of maaters servants husl ands parents ch Idren 1 eirs 
oieonto s jatr ns lamsters and jly ana I 
Cjtl ol recu3.nts were for) dden unl r pirt ulu 



linitec%clii'Dkeil Ills enttemeia ur his fflinlslpr.; lint that Ibe calholica 

viMbT to ibe iliiiaioii 'ifliii psilUment. Tlit aiDbminilor oliameil, tJiut 
lie uiikIu >t leiiit la muke a dUftTeiice helutH^ti Lliuse who held Bod t1io>,e 

aided Ibe kin^ Id oppnsmon tutheinpal bulla: ami ha bad no donbl that 
Qm waa opiEuon fffevailsd amoD^ the Englisb ootboliea. Ibid. p. S3. 
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poiialties, to appear at coui't, to dwell within the bound- 
aries, or ttn miles of the bouuduvies of ihe city of Lon- 
don, or to remove on any occasion more than five miles 
from tlioir liomes, without a apei:ial license under the 
signatures of four ncighbdliring magistrates. . 2*. They 
were made incapable of prantisitig in surs^ery or physio, 
or in the common or civil law ; of acting as judges, 
clerks, or officers in any court or corporation ; of pre- 
senting to the livings, schools, or hospitals In their gift; 
or of pi^rforming the offices of administiators, executors, 
or gunrdians. 3°. Husbands and wives, unless they had 
been married by a proteslatit ministei, were made to 
forfeit every benefit to which be or she oiiglit other- 
wise be entitled from the piopeity of the other : unless 
their children were haptized by a pruteatant mintster 
within a month after the biilli, each omission subjected 
them to a fine of 100/ ; and, if after death they were 
not buried in a protestant cemetery, their executors 
were liable to pay for each corpse the sum of 2iSl. 4° 
Every child sent for education beyond the sea, was from 
that moment debarred from takinj:; any benefit by de- 
vise, descent, or gift, until he should return and conform 
to th" established church, all such benelit being assigned 
by law to the protestant next of kin. 5°. Every recu- 
sant was placed in the same situation as if he had been 
excommunicated by name ; his house might he searched, 
his books and furniture, having or thought to have any 
relation to his worship or religion, might be burnt, and 
his horses and arms might he taken from him at any 
time by order of the neighbouring magistrates. 6°. All 
the exisling penalties for absence from church were 
continued, but with two improvements; 1°, it was made 
optional in the king, whether he would take the fine of 
201. per lunar month, or in lieu of it all the personal, 
and two thirds of the real estate : and i". every house- 
-iiolder, of whatever religion, receiving catholic visitoi-s, 
or keeping catholic Eervauts, was liable to pay for each 
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individual 101. per lunar month *. The first of th«w two 
enactments led to an additional and perhaps unintended 
grievance. Hitherto the power reserved to the king of 
entering into possession of two tliirds of a recusant's lands 
coold he enLercised only in punishment of his default hj the 
non-payment of the Gne of twenty pounds per month ; but 
now, that it had become optional on the king's part, at any 
lime, whether the hues had beon paid oi not, the royal 
.fiivourites were not slow to discover the benefit which it 
might enable them to derive from the indulgence of the 
sovereign. Theypreviulcd on James to make over to them 
a cerbun number of the most opulent lecusanta, who, to 
prevent the two-thirds of theii lands irom being seized at 
the suit of the crown, would deem it advisable to compound 
with the grantees, whatover sacrifices such composition 
might cost them. There still eixist in the State Paper Of- 
fice returns made fi»m the Signet Office of these grants, in 
terms sufficiently indicative of their real nature. They are 
" Notes of such recusants as his majesty has granted lih- 
" erty to his servants to make ■profit of, by virtue of that 
" power which his majesty hath to refuse the payment of 
" twenty pounds per mensem, and in lieu thereof to es- 
" tend three parts of their lands." The first on the list is 
the Scottish fiivoorite, lord Hay, to whom are granted, that 
he may make profit of them, the follo'.ring recusants : — 
Thomas Arundell of Lanhein ; John Townley, of Townley, 
Lancashire ; John Talbot, of Grafton ; John Soutlicot and 
Wilham Green, of Esses; andEichaid Cotton, of Warbling- 
ton, Southampton ; all of them men of extensive limdod 
property, from whoso fears and anxieties there can be no 
doubt that the Scottish grantee would contrive to reap a 
Tery profitable harvest. It was a grievance, however, 

■onlTcii ioul r^ulM ^ue d? cDneaiin les lMr«. c'mI une asoBemise 

tiiy^ i. p. 9'Jl. H« myB thil almaU nil Uk Vids had many catboUci 
fflmficouil oC their |Ratar Adfllitj. 



.,t.db, Google 



A.D. 1006,] NEW OiTH Of iI,I,EGIA2,-CB. 75 



■whieli lasted in full operation for years ; and the reader 
may ima^ne tlie vesation, the heartbaruing, the diBtreaa, 
whith the unfortunate recusantB must have felt when they 
found themselves, without cause on tltcir parts, deliyered 
over, bound and ga^ed, to the mercy of the spoiler ; and, 
moreover, the feverisb escitement and annojiog uncertainty 
in which those mho had hitherto escaped must have eon- 
dnued to live, aware, as they must have been, that the vis- 
itation which had befallen theur co-religionisls would in its 
turn Ml with equal severity on themselveE *. 

But that which effectually broke the power of the cath- 
olic body in England, by dividing them into two parties 
marshalled against each other, was the enactment of a 
new oath of alle^ance t, for the avowed purpose of draw- 
ing a distinction between those eatbolics who denied, 
and those who admitted the temporal pretensions of the 
pontiffii. The former, who it was supposed would take 
the oath, were made liable by law to no other penalties 
than those which have been enumerated ; the latter 
were subjected to perpetual imprisonment, and the for- 
feiture of their personal property, and of the rents of 
their lands during life; or, if they were married women, 
to imprisonment in the common gaol, until they should 
repent of Iheic obstinacy, and submit lo take the oath. 

That James, in tbe proposal of the last measure, bad 
the intention of g:'adually relieving one portion of his 
eatbolie Buhjoots from the burden of the penal laws, is 
highly probable: but wbelher those to wlon I m 
mitted the task of framing the oath, ar hb h p Abbo 
and sir Christopher Perkins, a conform esu we e 
animated witli similar sentiments, has b fr q en 
disputed. They vveie not content with ted la m f 



titimi .* icverBl of these sidiedulcs, fruin Uif or^iniili id Ihc SIhIb Paper q<- 
ficE, A fUw of the grantees an awllsh, tlB jrest miijiirttj ScMliab. Ths 
tiro lateel gruiti bn to Ur. Henry Sluart, laird of CralgiliaU, and tbBalad; 
EUiabelh Stuart (Us wife t), to eaoh of whom are graoled not fBTItc thui 
ten very opuleot nouautB, "to nulu profit ot" 
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the depowng power; tbey added a declaration that ta 
maintiun it whs impioua, hereti<^, and diunnaljle. It 
■was evident that many, willing to make tlie former, 
would lieeitate to swear to the latter ; and that the sup- 
portfira of the obnoxious doctrine would gladly justify 
their refusal of the oath by objecting to this impolitic 
and unnecessary decbration. The great, the only point 
of importance was the rejection of the temporal supe- 
riority attributed by many theologians to the pontiff; 
and it is equally a, matter of surpiiae, that the king on 
the one hand should have albwed the introduction of a 
clause ealeulated to prevent his own purpose, and that 
the catholics on the other did not petition that such 
clause should be totally expunged, or at least cleared 
from the hyperbolical and offensive epithets with which 
it waa loaded. Tlie oath, however, as it was framed, 
received the approbation of the legislature ; and it was 
oi-dered that all recusants convict, that all individuals 
suspected of catholicity, because they had not received 
the sacrament twice in the protestant church during Ihe 
last twelve months, and that all unknown persons tra- 
velling through any county, should be summoned to 
take it, under the heavy penalties which havo been 
already mentioned*. 

When these enactments were published, they excited 
surprise and dismay. The French minister pronounced 
them characteristic of bLirbarians rather than chris- 
tians t ; the lords of the council, ashamed of their own 
work, deliberated on expedients to mitigate their seve- 
rity; and many catholics, alarmed at the prospect be- 
fore them, bade adieu to tlieir native country; while 
those who remained, animated each other to forfeit iheir 
liberty, properly, and lives, rather than forsake their re- 
ligion J. With these the lawfulness of the new oath 
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became a question of the highest import. The mis- ^^ 
eionaries were divided in opiBion : the Jesuits in gene- 
ral condemned it; they represented at Rome the ne- 
cessity of ligorous and decisive measures, whilst the king 
of France, on the other hand, admonished the pontiff 
to heware, lest, by irritating James, ho sliould give oc- 
casion to the final extinction of tlie catholic worship in 
England *. 

The reigning pope was Paul V. During the discttsaions June 
in parliament he had despatched a secret envoy to England, 3- 
who, under the disguise of a messenger from tlie duke of 
LoTMun, ohtained admisMon at court. He was the bearer 
of two letters, one to the archpriest, jnstrueting him to 
prohibit by papal authority all seditious and treasonable 
practices ; the other to the king, expressing on the part of 
the pontiff the deepest detestation of the late plot, and so- 
lldlbg the royal protection for the innocent catholics. 
Though James professed himself pleased, and ordered the 
accustomed gratuity to be ^yen to the envoy, his answer 
was cold and unsatisfiictory f- When Paul learned the gept 
f^lure of this mission, he yielded to the clamour which the 22. 
enactments in England had exdted at Rome ; and Holtby, 
who had succeeded to Garnet as superior of the Jesuits, put 
into the hands of the archpriest a papal breve, condemning 
the oath of allowance, as unlawful to be taken, because "it 
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" contained maoj- thiogs contraij to faitb and salTafion." 
Blackwall, aware of the consequences, received it with feel- 
ings of the most profound giief : and when he notified it 
to his flock, was cutefui tt> append to it an admonition, 
that it waa to he cuofiidered only as the private dictum of 
Paul V. 

The papal breve sharpened the resentment of James. 
By Ilia orders the bishops began to tender the oath in theCT 
respective dioceses, and the recuaanta by whom it was re- 
fused were condemned at the assizes in the barbarous pen- 
alties of premunire. Three missionaries, Ijicg under the 
sentence of death for the eiercise of their priestly ftmc- 
tions, were summoned to take it ; they pleaded scroplea 
of conscience, and received orders to prepare for ese- 
oution. Two owed their lives to the timely interces- 
Biun of the prince of Juinville, and of the French ambas- 
sador. Drury, the third, suffered the punishment of 
a traitor. He was ono of those who had signed the 
protestation of alle^ajice to Elizabeth, and who be- 
lieved, in his own judgment, that the oath of James waa 
equally admissible. But he dared not prefer his pri- 
vate sentiments before those of the pope, and of many 
1607. """">§ •''3 brethren, and chose to shed hia blood 
Mar. rather than pollute his conscience by swearing to the 
24. truth of asserljona which he feared might possibly bo 

In the course of the nest summer the arehpriest 

himself fell into the hands of the pursuivants. He 

had, some lime before, publicly announced that the 

oath, notwithstanding its condemnation by the papal 

Julv'"*'^' "'°'" "" ™°^'^«''t'0"s!y taken by any English 

2 'catholic. Before tJie commissioners at Lambeth he 
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avowed the same opinion , at their demand he took j^], 
the oath, and by a, circular letter to the cathohcs an- 7. 
nounced tliat he had taken it in the sunse in which 
it had been esfJuiaBd by tlio lawgiver, and cshorted 
them to follow hia example. At court his conduct gave 
great eatiataction ; yet so violent were the prejudices 
of the zealota, that, though he lamented tho iinprisun- 
roent of the old man, Jamea dired not grant him any 
other indulgence than that he should nut be lirought to 
trial on the capital offence, of having received holy or- 
ders beyond the sea. Ho w^ in his seventieth year, 
and languished in confinement till his death in 1013 ". 

At Rome it was eontondod that Blaekwall's con- 
duct called for immediate chastisement. The pon- 
tiff puhlished another breve, confinoing the former, 
and condemning the oath for the same general rea- 
son, that it contained matter contraiy to f^th and 
salvation. Yet Blackwall was still spared. Cardi- 
nal Bellarmine and Persons wrote to him admonitory 
letters, vrith the hope of reclaiming him. But he 
replied by long and laboured defences of his own 
opini'fl and conduct, till his converaon was despaired 
of; and the pontiif released him from his office of leOBL 
archpriest hy appointing Geoi^e Berkliead to supply Feb 
his place. This measure was productive of a deep '^• 
and long-continued schism in the oathoUc body. The 
greater numbfr avrajed by tho authority of the new 
arch-priest and of the Jesuit missionaries, looked upon 
the taking of the oath as the denial of their religon. 
But, on the other hand, many, professing to be 
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satisfied with the argaments of BIa«twall and his 
advocates, cheerfully took it when it was offered, 
and thus freed themaelvos from the severe penalties 
to which they would have been subject by the re- 

By the publication of the second hrevo the indignation 
of James had been raised to the liighest pitch. Sending 
for his favourite theologians, he shut himself up with 
them in his study, refusing to listen to his ministers, 
postponing the most urgent afTairs of state, and abstain- 
ing oven from the pleasures of the chase. The fruit of 
his retirement at last appeared in a tract enlilled " An 
l8."ApoIogie for the oath of Allegiance," which vras 
immediately translated into the Latin and French 
languages*. It was followed by the condemnation of 
six priests for the exercise of their functions; they 
refused the oath ; their obstinacy was not subdued by 
the perusal of the king's tract; and three out of the six 
paid the forfeit of their lives, one at York and two at 
Tyburn t. 

The king was now fairly launched on the sea of con- 
troversy, where he believed himself an equal match for 
any opponent. It was not long before he received 
answers to the " Apolugie" from Persons and BuUar- 
mine. Vanity urged him to refute their arguments, 
resentment to chastise their presumption. His theolo- 
gical coadjutors were again summoned to his closet ; 
his former work was revised, and to it was prelixed an 
address, called a premonition to all christian princes. 
Ha made, however, but little progress : every particular 
question gave birlh to eodiess debates; and what wiih 
objections, and improvements, and diversity of opinions, 
it was found that at the end of several weeks, the work 
was scarcely more advanced than it Lad been nt the 
commencement. The kings of France and Denmark 
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exhorted him to desist from a contest unworthy of a 
cwwned head. To the former James replied in tei'ras 
orrespeci: but the latter he admonished to consider 
his own age, and to blush at his folly in offering advite 
to a prince so much older and wiser than himself. The 
queen having tried her influence hi vain, tunied her 
anger against the earl of Salisbury, whom she suspected 
of encouragiuj; her husband in this pursuit, that he 
might govern the kingdom at his pleasui'e *. But 
though the mountain had been long in labour, though 1G09, 
the pubhc had been kept lor months in breathless 
suspense, when the hour of parturition arrived, ' it wm 
unexpectedly deemed prudent to suppress the birth t. 
A new light had burst on the mind of James : he 
ordered all the piinled copies to be called in, and the 
work to be again revised and corrected ; and after many 
new alterations, gave it at last to the world in a less 
voluminousandlessoffensiveformt- Special messengers 
were despatched to present it to the several princes in 
Europe. By most it was accepted as a compliment, by 
the kinir of Spain and Ihe archduke it n as peremptorily 
refused ^. 

Neither the publications of James and his divines, 
nor those of his adversaries, determined the controversy 
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which continued to diviJe the catholics for the greater 
part of the century. On the one hand, the oath was 
refused by the majority of tliuse to whom it was tendered ; 
on the other, it was taken by muny of considerable 
weight both among the clei^ and laily. Among the 
tatter are to bo numbered the catholic peers, (they 
amounted to more than twenty) who, with a single 
exception, spontaneously took the oath on different 
occtsions in the upper house of parliament *. 

• TTiia will appear (rom a diligciit pemaal of llie ioiinials. Thr ioni 
IVjoliam alone eluJrf ii, by never atlanciiiia his duly In p»rllawnt amt 
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Df Somerael— Dltiftoc- of Coke— Transi 



When James prorogued t!ie parliament in I60C, lie hail 
been more than three years on tlie ihrone. and yel had 
made no progress in the esteem, had acquired nu plaoe 
in the affections of hia English sulijecls. It was in vuin 
that he sought by speeches and pronlamaliona to earn 
the reputation o{ political wisdom; his inattention to 
business, and hia love of dissipation, provoked remon- 
strances and complaints. Twice in the week the Idiig 
of England devoted hia time to the amusements of the 
cockpit * ; day after day the chase kept him on horse- 
back from the dawn till the evening^; and the futif,'ue 
of the chase was always relieved by the pleasures of the 
table, in which he frequently indulged to excess J. The 
consequence was, thut questioDB of great national im- 
portance wer6 soflired to remiun unnoticed : and not only 
foreign ambassadors, but even his own ministers, wero 

• " 11 i-il ciimAintlio lea cddqs, i|nl ft m plalsir qii'il rrcoil doiix tah la, 
■cmliine." Hoderie, 1. £6. 1 <Jh»rvr tliDl xlw. leu of Ite mant^i ot lta« 
SnialK. A^'arJ^ufUieliing'srcvenntp. Is.*;- ' "" "™« "^ 

t Sea tlK IvtlHs in Winoood. ii. K. Lodse, iiL SlS.it7.311.33S.33l>. 
aS7. UudBTifi, i. m. 3U3. 396. it 101. 

i See Boilecie, L Stl. SS3. UL 197. 
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occasionally debarred, during weeks together, from all 
access to the royal presence. On their knees they 
prayed him to give more attention to the public business ; 
anonymous writers ailnionished him of his duty by 
letters ; tbe players held up his foibles to ridicule on the 
stage ; but the king was not to be moved. He repUed 
that he did not inlend to make himself a slave ; Ibal his^ 
health, which " was the health and welfare of them all,"' 
required exercise and relaxation ; and that he would 
rather retrace his steps to Scotland, than consent to be 
immured in his cioset, or chained to the council table*. 
His consort, Anne «f Denmark, had brought with 
her, as her dower, the Shetland^ and the Orkneys, 
wliich for the last century had been pawned tn the 
crown of Scotland. This princess could boast of some 
pretensions lo beauty, to which she added considerable 
abilities: and spirit. She hesitated not to avow her con- 
tempt for the weakness of Ihe king ; frequenliy assumed 
a superiority, which made him feel uirier constraint in 
her presence : and on some occasions presumed even to 
dispute the royal authority. James was believed to be a 
faithful husband, nor did the voice of scandal, which 
had been heard only to whisper in Scotland, ever dare to 
breathe" upon her character in England +. Tlie public 
voice accused her of favouring the Spanish interest, and 
of nourishing in hor son Henry a contempt for the 
peaceful disposition of his fother : but, whetlier it were 
suggested by her own prudence, or required by the 
English council, from the moment of her arrival on this 
side of the Tweed, she abstained in a great measure 

• IbW, 1. 30a 810. ii, 24*.a7!l.«l iv.Jl. Winwoal, it. 54.317. Tlie 

fc»M°Qn™Iil^!* b" lefli', i'ii. IM, IW. On ana muiciB W.b king'i 
[kvDudLe doff .luwltfr, H'lLii-h \vu\ boen Iwl, ntnmed vi^ tho fti1b>u-iiig 
laUer ^A to liim neck. *' GdwI Mr. Jovl«T, wfl pray you syvt^. lo tlie 
"king, (fuT lie \ivitn vim every dny, mrl ao ilnih h« not ivi.j thut it hlU 
" pl«ue bla nuyesll? in -io hack Ift London, fM ets Ihe i™"^^ w^' ^ "n- 

' taviH him longer." Lo)^. lU. 241. 
t Piifna, 333. 335. 839. 316. 
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from political intrigue, and devoted her attention to the 
amusements and the pageantries uf the court, puisuiti 
in which she greatly excitlled. Tu disjilay to advantage 
Ihe grace of her i>ej'!iOU and the richness of her dress, lo 
exact and receive the homage of all uruund her, to shine 
the first aniuiig her ladles in a succession of balls aud 
masks, became her principal study. No expense, no 
decoration was spared to give splendour to these enter- 
tainment!<: the first poets of the age were employed to 
compose the speeches, the first artists to frame the ma- 
chinery; and Anne herself, with ber favourite attend- 
ants, surprised and delighted the court hy appearing 
successifely in the disguise of a goddess or a nereid, of 
a Turkish sultana or an Indian princess. There was, 
however, one drawback from the pleasure of such exhi- 
bitions which will hardly he anticipated by the reader. 
Ebriety at this period was not conficied to the male sex, 
and on some occasions females of the Lighest distinction, 
who had spent weeks in the study of their respective 
parts, presented themselves to the apectaturs ii 
of the IT * 
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James had scarcely recoiered from the panic e\ci cd 
by the gunpowdei' treason when he was alarmo 1 b* un 
insurrection in the lerj heart of tb kinjidom It wis 
provoked by the rapacity of the lorda of manora wh) 
had enclosed fur their own use large paicels of lands 
which liad hitherto been common and had thus dimi 
nished the usual means of subisi tenca to then poorer 
tenants. The practice was beijun bv those who hjvin^ 
obtained church lands during the Relormatic n. sought to 
make the most of their new poasessions ; and it had been 
continued to the reign of James, in defiance of popular 
tumults, legislative enactments, and royal proclamalious. 
There nas no grievance which the people felt more 
keenly, or which they were more disposed to redress by 
open violence. Of late the individuals, Jo whom the for- 
feited lands of the gunpowder conspirators had been 
given, had encroached on the commons as others hd.d 
done before them: the sufferers beini; jrmed h} their 
neighbours who coul 1 remembti similar provoeition , 
presented a remonstrance to the council and flndin,^ 
their complaint ti'eated with neglect assumed the ni;lit 
1607. of doing justice to them=elves Suddenly lawles? us 
May semblages of men, women and childiu , wpre obaoned 
'-■ in the three counlieo of Northampton Warwick and 
Leicester. Thoy seldom amounted to less than one 
thousand men ; at Hill Norton, the former estate of 
Francis Trosham. thev reachel to thiet, xt Cottesbich 
to five, thousand. They appeared to be under the 
guidance of certain unknown persjns who were ne^er 
seen in public without masks Revnolda the aioned 
leader, took the name of Captain Pouch from an en^r 
raouB pouch which he carried on one side. This man 
was an impostor or an enthusiast. He pretended to act 
under the inspiration of God, and with the license of the 
king ; he pronounced himself invulnerable, and de- 
clared that be carried in bis puucb a spell whicli would 

"lull." NuipAl 
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insure success to hia foUowcra. He striotly forbad them 
to use profane words, to employ jiersonal violence, or to 
peiform any illegal act, wliich was not iwces^ary for the 
abatement of Ibe new enclosures. They faithfully obeyed 
his orders. The park walls were demolished, fences 
levelled, and dikes filleil uj. Wherever the rioters 
appeared, the inhabitanls reotived them with espres- 
siouB ofjoy, and through fear or affection, supplied them 
with tools and provisions. If a y gentleman ventured 
to remonstrate, he was iuimedit 'ely placed among the 
labourers, and compelled to joii in the work of demoli- 

At the first report of this commotion James knew not 
whether to suspect the iiatholjcs or the puritans : the 
euards in tlie palace were doubled; and the lord mayor 
was instructed to watch the motions of the apprentices 
wiihin the eitv. More accurate ii.forniation relieved hia 
tisrroca. The insUrgente wore commanded by proclama- M*? 
tion to disperse; but they maintained that their occu- 
pation was lawful ; they were employed in executing the 
statute against new enclosures. The lords lieutenant 
endeavouttid to raise the oounties: hut few of Ihrf m- 
habitants were disposed to incur the resentment of their 
poor and exasperated neiRhboura. At last the noble- 
raeu who posse sed 1 ^ ' ' ' '"'' '' ' "■ 

ordered to tep t 
court received 1 
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thej' had been driven to it by tlio rapacity of their lords, 
and the neglect of the miiiislers. Captain Pouch and 
June liis chief assueiates suffere'l as Iraiturs, bec;ause they had 
28. appeared in arms tigaiiist ihekiiif;; several of his fol- 
lowers as felons, because they had not dispersed at the 
reading of the proclamation. Tiiis insurrection, eo 
slowly but easily suppressed, proved the weakness of the 
government; but the French ambassador must have 
been strangely deceived by his inlelligenee, or blinded 
by his prejudices, when he assured his court that if any 
nobleman of talent and popularity had placed himself at 
the head of the rioters, he would have found it no diffi- 
cult task to drive back the Scottish prince to his native 
country *. 

In the estimation of thinking men the ministers were 
not less culpable than Iheir sovereign, if he displayed 
no solicitude to establish himself in Ihe affectiuns of his 
English subjects, they were thought too willing to iu- 
dulgo him in that indolence and dissipation, wbieii trans- 
ferred to them in a great measure the government of the 
kingdom. The chief among them wore Cecil, (who in 
1604 bad been created viscount Cranborne, and in the 
next year earl of Salisbury,) and Henry Howard earl of 
Northampton, who, of sworn brothers and associates, 
had at last become rivals in the pursuit of wealth and 
pOwer+. But it was not long before Salisbury secured 
the ascendency. His slow and cautious policy, the fer- 
tility with which he invented expedients to disguise his 
own projects, and the sagacity with which he discovered 
the real or imaginary designs of fbreig'.i courts, endeared 
liim to the timid and suspicious disposition of James; 
and the familiar appellation of " my little beagle J" 
proved the high place which he held in the estimation 
of tlie sporting monarch. Northampton was thou^t to 
lean towards tiie interest of Spain; while his more 

•StnuB.BgJ. Hodcrte, it, 379,291,359.313. 
-t B(»l«tl«, il, 135. an. 140, hi, 3U. n n 
t Lodge, iU. S7j. Sydne; Fajieu, B. 3^ 
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wary rival flattered the secret though unavowed incliaa' 
tion of the king, who, afraid of waging open war against 
that power, laboured by clandestine means to support and 
multiply its enemies. It chanced, however, that Anne 
quaivelled with Northampton: a forced retonc illation, 
procured by the authority of James, settled into a rooted 
antipathy ; and Suliibury improved the opportunity to 
secure to himself the good graces of a princess, who with 
her son, the heir apparent, had hitherto looked on him 
as a secret enemy. He resii^ned to her the property of 
his house at Theobalds ; and though he received in ex- 
change more than double the value, had the art to per- 
suade the king and queen that he had done them a 
favour*. From the year 1599 he had been master of 
the court of wards, the most lucrative offlce possessed 
by any suliject in Christendom t ; now, on the death of 
the eni'l of Dorset, he succeeded him as lord high trea- 1608. 
surer, at the special request of the king J, This was a**"? 
[jrievous mortification to his rival, who had openly soli- 
cited the office: as a compensation James bestowed on 
Northampton that of keeper of the privy seal, wliieh, if 
it wei-e inferior in rank and emolument, yet gave pre- 
cedence in (he council, and brought ivith it the allowance 
of a plentiftil table at court, and fees lo the annual 
amount of SOOOi^. 

Among the projects which James had formed, there 
was one upon which he had set his heiirt. but in which 
ho was strongly opposed by the prejudices of his subjects 
of both nations. His accession had given to England 

• " Od lul bsHle tat lodlte urtiange iinv lerre faeannun i.liii DuUe, oa 
lHaaci>ii|> |i'i» l»>la ssaiittla, nutiiol H clua lie ilDiniiiDe a bBiiucouii lur^l- 



" nicrt.'* SyilMJ Hiippts. if. 836. Hut I 
Urn by the queen, Hi. 301. 
U Ibid. iu.S13. 302. WiDwuod, ii. 399. 
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and Scotland the same head ; he wished to unite them 
in one body. Their obedlen'e to a c mraon sovereign 
had removed tlie ancient ta f ! tl ty but the 

kina; loolicd lo a more perfect p ra h h should 

can]n:iiini<.'a1e lo all his subj t tl ghls, and 

should make them all emenabl t ih m laws. It 
was a magnii'cent, but a p t nd th efore an 

imprudent design. James ■en lo have been 

aware of the t'oi'ce of national prejudice, that animosi- 
ties which have been growing for afjes ore not to be era- 
dicated in two or three ye.irs ; and that the laws and 
institutions of a people cannot be changed at onie, un- 
less by the stern decree of a conqueror. The name of 
anion was received with hon-or by the Scots, wlio asso- 
ciated with the sound the idea of national subjection ; by 
the En^'lish with scorn, as an invitation given to their 
poorer neighbours to descend from their mountains and 
fatten on the good things of the land. The liiierality 
of the king to Iiis Scottish followers had ori'ated a stroiii; 
prejudice against any measure iviiicli mii;hl draw more 
of his countrymen into England ; and Ibe pretensions 
of the Scottish nobility lo lake precedence according tii 
the antiquity of their titles, had alanued the pride of 
many among the I'lngli^h peers who belonged to new 
families, the descendants of meu ennobled since the Re- 
IJM. formation*. By the Enfflish parliament the king's 
jyJ' propo&al was received with coldness, bythe Scottish wilh 
o\orsion nor could the pra*er of James obtam from the 
former nor his Ihieats extoit from the lalter anytlung 
more than the appomtmi^nt of commi siune a to meet 
Oct and di.1 berate on the question The e allei s vtral 
j^^ conlerences agreed Ihat all hoslile lais between lie 
2. tvo kmi.diins uu„ht to be rejealed that the border 
courts and cusloms should be abolished that the e 
should be free inteicourse of trade throughout the knig a 

• BodetiB, i. 425, 440. Wlnwuod, Hi. 117. 
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dominions, and that the subjects of eicli should he natu- 
rahzed in the other *. TliouRh these propositions did 
not equal the expectaliona of James, he was content to 
accept them asafiiunduiion for tlie superstructure which 
he meditated, and therefore assumed by proclamation 
the new style of Kin- of Great lirilaint. When, how- 
ever, ihey were laid before the parliament, the two first 
only were adopted. The king addressed the commons 1607 
by letter ; he harangued tliem in person ; he detailed leh. 
the advantases of the proposed measures ; he answered ■ 
their ohiections; he assured them of his equal attach- 
ment to hU subjects of eaoh nation %■ But his eloquence 
was poiired in vain ; it only provoked angry disc fcsions 
in which his own conduct was not spared, and the foulest 
aspersions were thrown on the national character of his 
countrymen §. Such language exasperated the pride of 
the Sdots; they scon.ed a benefit which ^vas grudged Mar. 
to them by the jealousy of their opponents : and the in- 
flexible hostility of the two people compelled the king to 
withdraw his fiivourite question from the consideration 
of either parliament || . 

He had, however, the means of establishmg the natu- 
ralization of all his subjects in both kingdoms by adeci- 
sion in the courts of law. Dui-ing the conferences seve- 

. Winwood. il. 20. 39. J™T^i'„'„°ff^,'n^fJ^~„^™'tn iK" 

proTcnted !nm Mnnnenelns Uielr work. 
I 2j."Ei;'^^;S>» In the loumnli. S14. 357. 386. Sonief Ttacte. ii. 

Kt:,X*« ~». .tiXX. „«« . •..- p.— ■— 

Boderie. i1. 233. 
I BoduW ii. lU- 148. 302. 
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ral of the judges had given their opinion that all persons 
born under the kin;;'s obedience were hy that very cir- 
cumstance naturalized in all places under his duminioii 
at the time of their birth ; a doctrine most important in 
its consequences ; far, though it excluded the geneiation 
in existence at his accoKsion, yel it comprehended all 
that followed it, and would of course confer in a few 
years the heneflt of naturalization on oil the natives of 
both countries. James was careful to inculcate this 
1604. doctrine in the proclamation hy which he assumed his 
Oct. new title; and it was supported hy ten out of eleven 
?* judges, who were consulted by the house of lords. But 
''■the cohimiins refused to submit to their authority; and, 
to bring the question to an issue, two suits, one in the 
chancery, another in the king's bench, were instituted 
in the name of Robert Calvin, a native of Scotland, born 
since the death of Eli»abeth. It was pleaded in abate- 
ment that he was un alien ; and a demurrer to the plea 
brouglit tliequestion into the exchequer chamber for the 
Trin. solemn opinion of ihe judges. Two, Walmesley and 
Term Foster, pronounced against Calvin ; the other twelve, 
with the lord chancellor, in his favour. The right of the 
pOHtnati was thus established ; though the legality of the 
decision remdned still a question among the moat eminent 
lawyers, many of whom contended that the opinion of the 
judges had been influenced by the wishes of the sovereign*. 
The incorporation of the two kingdoms, and the uni- 
formity of religjoua worship, were the only two questionn 
on which the king distrusted the judgment of his &- 
vourite minister. In regard to the first he suspected 
* See Moote'B report ot Uie proceedinBa in pBriiamenl, Coke's report of OBl- 
vln'Bcase, Hnd the speecbefl DfUaom uid SUeBmere, piiuted in the second vol- 

ter ami WHtaiealer, Justice! of the oihuI: of oonnnaa picss, U pluiu nvm the 
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liim of national prejudice; to the latter, of secret pun- 
tauism. On all other questions of importanee James 
eonsulted liim as an oracle, and was uniformly governed 
by his advice*. But Cecil found that his care* multi- 
plied witli his honours, and that bis new ofBce of trea- 
surer, ifit invested him nitli wealth and patronage, also 
surrounded him with difficulties, whiL-h, with all bis in- 
genuity, he was unable to sarmouiit. In Scotland the 
king had lived in poverty, tho pensiouer of Elizabeth; 
when he ascended the English throne he fancied him- 
self ir po-se s on of r ohes which no prod^ality could 
exhai St Ha household, and those of his queen and 
ehildre were calculated on the most extensive scafe I- ; 
his ente ta n onta v e of the most costly description ; 
and h s pre e ts to h s Scottish followers, and to foreign 
envoj s to tl o e wl laimed reward fur their services, 
or had the good fortune to attract his favour, were vain- 
able and profuse beyond precedentj. He wds not to be 
deterred fiy remonstrance. To spend was his province, 
io provide money that of his ministers. The treasury 
was drained ; privy seals and forced loans, the usual ex- 
pedients of bis predecessors, produced but scanty and 
occiisioaal supplies ; and so great was the royal poverty, 
that sometimes the purveyors refused provisions for the 
king's table; sometimes the treasurer was aurroui\dc<l 
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J Lodge, iii. IBO. WinmoAj il. 43. in. 117. Thm, Sjr ejnmiilr, nt the 
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in his can'iaga by tho inferioi- officers of the court, cla- 
morously demanding ihe arrears of their salaries *. 

It was fortunate for Cecil that when he look his seat 
at the treasury only a portion of the three subsidies 
voted i« the last parliament had found its way into the 
royal coffers. Tlie remainder, as it came in, was by ids 
direction put aside to satisiy ihe kiny's creditors; toil 
wece added several Urge sums raised by the sale of lands 
belonging to tfie crawn ; and in the course of two years 
the royal debts were reduced fnim thirteen to four hun- 
dred thousand pounds. At the same time, to cover the 
annual deflciency of the income, lie had recourse to the 
feudal aid of twenty shillings from every knight's fee 
towards the knigbtliood of the king's son, and to tliO 
imposition of additional duties, by the solo power of the 
1608.ci'own, on alm^'sl every article of foreign commerce*. 
May! The legality of this procoediii.a was indeed disputed by 
1609. the country ; but the court of exchequer jiave judgment 
^J™ in favour of the kin", in opposition to the general doc- 
trine that, according to law, no public money could be 
raised unless by virtue of an act of the legislature J. 

For more than two years the parliament had been 
successively prorogued, through the unwillingness of 
James tu meet the men who had presumed to question 
his prudence, and to speak irreverently of his pleasures- 
lu 1610 his obstinacy was compelled to yield to necessity ; 

• Bodsrlo, U 16. +13. *3?. **»■ iii- ''^'>■^^■ W3 IS9. I^gr, iil. 173. 
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and, though he declined to open the session In person, 
he consented, in ottlep to propitiate the coninioiis, to fe- 
p1ace on the commisaiun of the peace those members 
whom he had previously removed in punishment of their IBlfl 
opposif 



a eonfoJ'encu of the t' 



houses, the treasurer venture<l to explain his ne»v p!aa " 
of lliiance. In the first place he ilenianded an imme- 
diate supply of 600, OUO/. to relieve the exislin'^ wants of 
the king ; and, secondly, a yearly addition of income to 
the amount of 200,0(i0l. to prevent their recurrence. In 
return, he exhorted J,hem to make known their griev- 
ances, and promised tliat the liberality of the sovereign 
lo hia people should be commensurate with their libe- 
rality to him. The proceedings which grew out of this 
corarannication will prove interesting to those who study 
the constitution of their country *. 

1", Considerable rivalry had long existed between the 
courts of common and civil law : the latter bitterly 
comjilained of the " pruhiliitions" issued iiy tlie former ; 
and James, in his attem|ils to silence these disputes, 
cuuld not conceal his pi'edilection in favour of a, code 
which mairnified the ptiwer and the riglits of the sove- 
reign. A law dictiimary, entitled "The Interpreter," 
had been lately published by Dr. Cowell, an eminent 
civilian, at the solicitation, it was supposed, of the arch- 
bishop, and with the private approbation of James. Un- 
der tlie heads of " king, subsidy, parliament, and prero- 
" galive," Cowell had laid down principles subversive of 
the lilierties of the subject. Transferring to the king 
of England all those powers which had been exercised 
by the emperors of Rome, the author contended that he 
was not bound by the laws of the realm ; that in virtue 
of his ptenigalive he ciniM tiiake laws without the con- 
sent of parliament ; and (hat if the two houses were 
summoned to concur in the grant of subsidies, it was a 
mere matter of favour, nut of right. Tlie ci 
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alarmed: they claimed tlie aid of the lords to punish the 
author of doctrines so new and uncoiistitutiunal ; and 
James, unwilling lo provoke those whom it was his in- 
terest to cunciliatc, infoinied hoth houses by message 
that having sent Sit the author, and <.-oiisii1ered his ex- 
planation of the objeotionalile passages, he had dcter- 
miued to suppress the work, and to look on those who 
should defend it as his enemies. Cowell expiated \m 
offence by a short imprisonment; the sale of his huok 
was forbidden by proclamation*. 

2°. A motion to inquire into the- legality of the impo- 
sitions hod been made and entertained in the house of 
commons. James, in a speech which scandalized the 
saints and alarmed the patriots, read them a long lecture 
on the numerous points in which kings were the repre- 
sentatives and the images of God. Like him they could 
make and unmake, esalt and dehase, give life or deatii : 
like him they were the judfies of all, hut accountable to 
none ; and like him they claimed both the affections o( 
the souls and the sen-iees of the bodies of their subjects. 
If it were blasphemy to deny the power of God, so il was 
sedition to deny the )iower of the king. Such was he 
as king in the abstract ; but, as king of Englanii, it was, 
and always would he, his intention to govern according 
to the taw of England. He was always ready " lo maka 
" tlie reason appear of his doinjis," but would never 
suffer any question to be made of his poner. He there- 
fore forbade them to dispute the right of levying imposi- 
tions, thiiugh it they thought proper they might enquire 
into the exercise of that right *. But the prohibition 

• Jnnninl9DfCuiiimDiis,40l).409. en LDiAsiSeLSeS. Coku'i DuUc- 

l'janlea'.Worl«,52S. .lomiu.ls o(I ra.l>, 6fl7. Of Commoa., 430. Th. 
ilng'i spmcli gavo miicli d stonleul, Hu slrainPd Ihe |in««i8Iivi> su liij^li 



" rrepiloiQ tbiy . 



ITS. TheiTiler 



tllej had, kiuc«l tliBn lliry lisled Ibu 

.-..-. lioovnns (bat IhuDgh m 
iab» lUd. 
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was disregarded: Ihej appointed a committee to aoarcli 
fur pre(*dents, and the discussion occupied tlie Iioiisa 
during tho renininder of the sussioii. In I'avour of the 
prerogative the crown Uwyera a|>pi;alud to thc'"n;vorenea 
" of past ases. and to the possession of preaoiit times:" 
thuy maintained that the practice of imposing duties on 
im[iorts and exports had been in fall vigour during the 
reigns of the three first Edwards ; and that, if it had 
beeu interrupted from Ricliard II. to Maiy (na interval 
of two centuries), it had been renewed by that princess, 
and continued by her bister Elizabeth. It was replied 
that none of the more ancient precedents bore any re- 
semblance to the lato illegal measure ; tliey were licenses 
for the import or export of forbidden articles, or attempts 
to raise money in times of necessity, which had always 
excited complaint, and had generally been followed by 
redress; that the instance alluded to In the reigo of 
Mary, though illegal in itself, was reasonable in its mo- 
tive, as it proved to be no more, in fiicl, ihau an expe- 
dient to defeat an evasion of the duty flsed by tho law *; 
and that to raise money by the sole authurity of the 
crown was contrary to magna charia, to the siatute tie 
taliagio non concedendo, and to twelve other parlia- 
mentary enactments. It is evident that the opposition 
members had the better of the argument, though they 
had to contend against tho eloquonne and ingenuity of 
sir Francis Bacon, the solicitor-general K 

3°. To exonerate themselves from the feudal burthens 
the commons demanded the abolition of purveyance, and 
the exchange of every other kind of tenure into that of 
free and common soccage. To the first the king made 

• The Mpmlen of wool to mit llw l,!gh rtnty.mimutMlurefl^it info. 
»ndlL»imlgaMiiloflli«1.8nJMotU«BKalii-nii^. " Su Hint if IW «»■ 
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no olijecfion ; but he absolutely refused, as iliahimou!-- 
able lo himsolf, and to the gentility of Englatid, to re- 
duce all his subiects, " noble aud biihe. rich and poor, to 
" bold tbeii- lanils in tlio same ignoble maimer." It was 
at length resolved that the honours, rents, personal ser- 
vices, suits in courts, escheats anil reliefs, should remain, 
while wardships, the marriaires of infants and widows, 
and other onerous and oppressive aei'iices, should be 
done away. On these terms the lords accepted the office 
of ne;;ociating between the king aLid the communs. 
James gradually reduced his demand from 30ii,0tl0i. to 
•22(l,000i. per annum; they gradually rose from XtOMOl. 
to lB0,00ij;. The difference was not great; but each 
party refused to advance another step, till the threat of 
a dissolulion prevailed on the commons to make a last 
offer of 200,000/.. which was gladly accepted by Cecil, 
as the fruit of his address and perseverance. Nothing 
remained but to assign the funds from which this new 
revenue was to be raised ; but llie session had been pro- 
tracted into tiie midst of summer : it was agreed to 
resume the subject after the prorogation, and the paltry 
July aid of one subsidy, and one tenth and fifteenth, was 
1. irranted for the support of the royal household during 
the interval*. 

4°. Besides these great objects of contention, the com- 
mons presented several petitions fur the redress of par- 
ticular grievances, to which the king replied piincipally 
at the end of the session. Some he fjranted: toothers 
to promised to give the moat serious attention : a few 
ha unequivocally refused t. Among them the reader 

B™^Um a™i lime, il ralHd ™ly 89.866/. AbMrnc "ot ^moje™ reU- 

Uw.othertU..nS!l pniiislimeni before trinl.JnniM.iSn™«dtli«ll.^oiiia 
nTi« uin piwilanutHiDs, ratotm tbtm where cbiih ibmilil be ioond, ud 
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will be surprised to leam that there was one praying 
tliat, in cases of prosecution for capital offences, the 
prisoner might be allowed to brin^ forivar<l witnesses 
ill his own defence. James ri'plied. that lie could Dot 
ia conscience tyrant xuch an iudulgenve. It would en- 
courage and multiply peijury. Men weJ'e already aci;us- 
lomed t« forswear themselves even in civil actions : mliat 
lets could be expected, when the life of a friend was at 
stake * ? 

During these protracted disputes there was one sub- 
ject Oil wUicb all parties were, as usual, unanimous, the 
persecution of the catholics. At the petition of the two 
houses, James issued a proclamation against priests 
and Jesuits; an act was passed praising the ability dis- 
played by him in his controversy with Bellarmine, and 
srderinR, under the penalty of premunire, that all per- 
sons under the age of eighteen should take the oaih of 
allegiai ce framed by his majesty, and, " for the reform- 
provided that they should be committed to prison, and 
remain there till they would receive the sacrament in 
the church unless they should be redeemed by their 
husbands with the piyraeiit of 10/., per month t. The Oct, 
loss of the juuiLials has deprived us of the particu- 16- 
lars of the ne\t, sessDii: but we know that tlie com- 
mons added to Iheir formec demands; that the king 
pertinaciously adheied to his last offer; and that, after D.-c. 
repeated threats he prorogued the parliament for nine S- 



TrncU, it. lliS. In eooseqncnce lIlB Jililupi were CMaulwrl ro-|ieniue two 
pnclamaliiiDa. nne pcnhiUtllllt nrv bnililiays In aail ubuni LuBilw, the 

ureiMd«iit must have a beginuiiiu: Out. inhere nn m pnwiiiui ia noh 



lifi jridifei rrplieU that 

Ihe giihjt.clsot llie penjiUi«B to which uffenderf nvrvUal 
■ - ■ lolWuKmon. laCoka'aRepons,?*. 
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weeks. This interval was employed in secret intrigues 

to weaken llie lanUs of llii; u;i])0!>ilion liut ihi, tttempC 

lejl fai)f.l ini} on tlit ij p iiittd di) llie [niharoert was 

F b diflsolitd* To Cecil llie f iluie ot ha fnoudt plan 

9 pioiel J souriG of the most bitler \i,5.ation ( He had 

indeed no^c luted Ilea ties lulhthe French monarth anil 

the states general both of whieh powers promised to 

pav b) distant insialments their debts to the English 

king But these ollered at piesent no sulfi(.ent re 

'oiirte The treasuiy was empty the ofticers of the 

Nov crown demanded then salaiiei and the old expedients 

29 "seie lepeateJ of oHciing a joilionof the crown lands 

foi sale and of sendin.; piiiv seals for loans of money 

into the diffeient eounties-E But he lived not to eee 

i612 'he eiFect of tliese measures His const tiition Mink 

Miy u dei tl e depression ot his spirits }, The waters of 

^- Bath produced no alleviation ; and he expired at Marl- 

borough on bis way back to London j. 

•JonniiJiuf Loiili.eai.eaS. Wfnwotia, HL 124. ass. Bod«i«, '7.491 



. rial ilidultl be rxAwl by llie 

**^tl#r»tehiirrln«Biori1iepjvjiulicetl ]iHD]ile," niid, 309. Thpy raiaeij. 

tions. BodpriB, ilL iv8. 163. 1S9. 4S*. i^i^ia^diiai tTllie^^rf 
lOOOCwIiicbinwoTklnseaitSOIMf. Abrucbp. 10.13 

i Wlnwdod. ill. SSa. '■ Wtut la niiTsl aH all, bo it inel<iiKfai<1y, End 
•'hraiyiniriled; (ait li □□ nil hiuilii euiuliulrd Ihst hi> lonldilp mutt 
" •hortly leaTD tlili nrld, ur st leul lilBbunicu bimwif oTa ureal pari nl 
- bi. alfaiiB," 338. February 17. 

l-Voju mnjMty tialli lost a bt' m nih\ivl and n (irest lenant. Bal, if 
" I ihoLlId ]irniHe him in iinjpri<^y» 1 BhixlLl tay tllat b« was a jninf lit 
* man ID k(H»|t Uiia^ tirim uelilaa wixk- ^lat ua very nt man 10 reiLhCB 

*" nwr, and like aluy in ihn hands uT lli« ]jo1t« to nioubl il aa he Ihouffbt 
" (ood, la tluit tu WOB mora in Djientioiie itiao tai npan.'' Bscvn, tiTkI, 
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Wliile Cecil tad laboured in vain to supply the wants 
of the treasury, the king's attention had been occupied 
by occurrenfies within the circle of liis own family The 
reader ia alieiiily acEiuointeil with his fovisin merman, 
Arabella Stuart. Her descent, like his own, from Mar 
garet, the eldest daugbtur of Henry VII., had lormeilv 
laiight him to look upon her as a rival ; and a suspicion 
haunted his mind, that her pretensions, if thej wero 
suffered to survive her, might prove danwrous to hia 
own posterity. He treated her indeed as his kinswoman, 
jtranting her a pension for her support, and allotting 
her apartments in the palace : but at the same time he 
seerelly condemned her in his own breast to a state of 
porpEtual celibncy. In her childhood she had been 
acquainted with William Seymour, son t-o lord Beau- 
cliamp : their friendship as they grew up ripened into a 
more tender passion ; and an officious courtier revealed 1611. 
to the king that Seymour had made to her a proposal of I'eb. 
marriage. New terroi-s instantly sprung up, in the • 
royal mind ; for Seymour had also pretensions to the 
crown, beingcqually descendedfromHenryVlI. through 10, 
Mary, the sisicr of Margaret. Tlie lovers were twice 
summoned before the council, reprimanded for iboir 
presumtition, aud forbidden on their allegiance to marry 
without the royal permission*. They submitted till the 
next interview : a furtive marriage took place ; and 
Arabella, when she reflected on her disobedience, sought 
to quiet her apprehensions with the recollection of a 
promise which she had recently extorted from James, 
that he would not oppose her union with any nobleman, 
provided he were one of his own subjects. A few days 
dissipated the illusion. He was committed to the Tower 
—she to the custody of sir Thomas Parry, at Lambeth -1-. 



Y.aS7. 
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Their fate, however, e^fiied yiU Sfolen interviews 
were aufferetl by the iie^liqeiii^ or the cmiiinance of 
the warders ; and the Wiiifi, to on»u e their separation, 
owlercd Arabella to be remoied to the cit* of Durham. 
She ryfiiaed t» loa\e her chamber but the olflteis tar- 
ried lier in her bed to the watei'-side, plaued her iii a 
boat, and conveyed her to the opposite bank. She bad 
reached Bamel, when James, on the report of h[g own 
physician, relented, and allowed her to reside a month 
at Highgale, for the recovery of her health, There her 
Tune apparent resignation to the royal will deceived all around 
■*• her; and, on Ihe very day on which the bishop of Dur- 
ham departed to provide lodgings fur his distinguished 
guest, she left Ihe house in male attire, rode to Black- 
wall, and, descending Ihe river, was taken up by a 
French bark, hired for the purpose*. At the same 
hour, Seymour, diacuised as a physician, passed unsus- 
pected through the western gate of the Tower. A boat 
was in readiness lo convey him to the bark : but the 
FrencS captain, agitated by his fears, refused to wait, 
and, in opposition to the entreaties of Arabella, pro- 
ceeded out to tea; while Seymour, uncertain of the 
course taken by his wife, prevailed on a collier, for the 
sum of t'urty pounds, to land him on the roast of Flan- 
dors. The intelligence of their escape revived and con- 
flrnied the apprehensions of James, who attributed it to 
some deep and unknown conspiracy to place them on 
S. the throne. But in the course of the day the French 
bark, which lay off the Nore, still waiting for Seymour, 
was taken after a short action by an English cruiser. 



«>BiihlcnBl™ii.ovprhiTli»-- ->.'-'■. ■■■■ ■■'-■- — ■- 
[..sH-iih »A u>|», .nd n «|,i. 






id, iii. 



ip. 



o.led by Google 



CEAP. II.] DBAJH UF PRINCIS HENBY. 101 

and thp unfortunate Arabella was consigned to the 
Tower. At flrst she bore her fate with I'orlilude, con- 
soling herself with ihe recollection tliat her husliand was 
safe. But lo her i*tition for liberty James replied that, 
" as she bad tasted the forbidden fruit, she must pay 
" the forfeit of lier disobedience.'' After some lime the 
rigour of her confinement was increased in punishinent 
of some additional offence; and her mind, yielding to 
despair, betrayed symptoms of derangement. In the 
fourth year of her imprisonment she expired, the victim 161S. 
of an unfeeling policy, which, to guard against an uncer- ^^!j'- 
tain and imaginary danger, arrupled not to rob a female 
relative of her liberty and life * She was interred pri- 
vately in the night at W n h 
to which the remains of u M 
Scots had been removed. 

While the king thus p ed ma g h 
cousin Arabella, he was a„ d a goc ng 

marriages for his son H ry d h d E 

belh. Henry, the heir ap n d d is h 

teenth year. There exis d b ffec wee 

him and bis father. Jam d n m h !fee 



Hverpil BTBry qneitloo ngnrdl 
lin;th<ne to ths picjndlce a! 



an^irer at nil Bhe hud miuK 



ihanuellur, tlie U hof w 
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DflurilM" •yla ft tn y 

inntPiB dT Ihe ITnc eoiue d 
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of jealousy and even of awe ; and the young prince, 
feitlifui to Iho lessons which he bad fotmerly receiied 
from his mother, openly ridiculed the foibles of his 
father, and boasted of the conduct which he would pur- 
sue, wlieu he should succeed to the throne. In the 
dreams of his fancy he was already another Hoiiry V., 
and the conqueror of his hereditary kingdom of France*. 
To those who were discontented with the father, the 
abilities and the virtues of the son became the theme of 
the inost hyperbolical praise : the zealots looked on him 
as tiie destined reformer of tlie English church; some 
could even point out the passaire in the apocalypse 
which reserved for him the glorious task of expelling 
antichrist from the papal chairs. With tbe several 
matches piepared for him hy his father, it were idle to 
detain the reader ; his marriage, as well as his tevuporal 
and spiritual conquests, was anticipated by an untimely 
death, which some writers have attributed to poison, 
some to debauchery, and others, with greater probabi- 
lity, to his own turbulence and obstinacy. In the pur- 
suit of amusement he disregarded all advice. He was 
accustomed to bathe for a lung time together after sup- 
per, to expose himself to the most stormy weather, and 
to take violent exercise during the greatest heats of 
summer. In the spring of 1C12 a considerable change 
was remarked both in his appearance and temper; he 
spent the month of September in the country in his 
usual manner, bunting, feasting, and playing at balloon 
1612. and tennis, and, on his return toRiciimond, foun<l him- 
Uct. self so ill that the court physicians were consulted. His 
'"• indisposition, however, increased; and in the course of 
a fortnight he expired, to the great sorrow of the people, 
Nov. who in their conjectures did not spare even the reputa- 
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tion of his father. From the journal of his sickness, 
and the report of tlie surgeons who opened the body, it 
is evident tliat he died of a malignant fever*. 

The princess Elizabeth was the only survivor of four 
daughters, and. after her two brothers, the next heir to 
the throne. She had many suitors, among whom the 
most distinguished were the young king of Spain, the 
prince of Piedmont, and Frederic count palatine of the 
Rhine. Of these, James, allured by the splendour of 
the alliance, preferred the first : hut to his suit strong 
opposition was made both by the zealous protestants in 
England, and by the papal nuncio in Spain. The 
former trembled lest by the marriage the right to the 
succession might eventually fall to the Spanish kings ; 
the latter deprecated the introduction of a protestant 
princess into a family which had been so long dis- 
tinguished by its attachment to the catholic creed +. Of 
the other rivals the pretensions might in many respects 
be considered as equal : but the profession of the reformed 
faith by Frederic gave him the preponderance; and, as 
soon as the articles of the marriage had been signed, he 
came to England to receive his young and beautiful Oct. 
bride. A long succession of feasts and amusemenls ^^■ 
had been prepared to celebrate the event : but the un- 
expected death of prince Henry threw a gloom over the 
court; and the mourning continued for twelve weeks. 
At Christmas James ordered the court to mourn in °^ 
satin : two days later the parties were solemnly affianced 

•Anlicii. CoifofiiniiK, 339. ?4t-»51. Hearne's Oltethourne, pref. 



-t-ThHiiliJecttaiwu that^ Ihouzh the chiMren woald he eiliKBled Id Ihs 
•SOiot the rubei.it wii leri imidljla tliel curly impressioiiB lutiiHl 

'" ' '- Bion. This objection seeins no! to h^vo k«g 
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1St3.to each oilier*: and at last on Valentme'a day the 
Feb. marriage ceremony wos perfonnedt. Never had the 
English court appeared in such splendour. The kinjr. 
the queen, and the prince were covered with the jewels 
belonging to the crown ; acd the nobility (no one was 
admitted under the rank of haron) vied with each 
other in maKnificenco of dress. Elizabeth, who was only 
in her sixteenth year, wore a white robe of silver tiasne, 
with a coronet of gold on her head, and her long hair 
flowed in tresses on her shoulders, and reached as low 
as hei- knees. She was conducted hy her bridemen, the 
youiif! prince her brotlier on one hand, and the aged 
earl of Northampton on the other ; and was followed by 
twenty bridemaids of her own age, di'essed in while and 
embroidery, and bearing her train J . She ascended tho 
platform in the royal chapel with a lightsome foot and 
smiling countenance: the palatine performed his part 
with accuracy and Rravity ; but ihe princess, wlielher 
It were from joy or levity, disturbed Ihe solemnity of 
the scene h% a low titter, which soon burst into a loud 
laugh. The ceremomy was concluded with public 
rejoicings : but the superstitious considered the conduct 
of the bride as ominous of misfortune ; and the disastrous 
consequences of the marriage were afterwards thought 
to have verified their auticipationaj. 

• " Till! kinj- »« proKIlt, bruiiBli t in n diaire, ftr he was ihan m icmlie 
•^ he coaLd ttJt gae, nnd Uie qu«"'^ ™ " "U /^X UlIT' b ' ^v? «n.i 
■' IhlTlailie EUi, plMfdin tW mWdl.wbloh dont, mi loid of <|».ii. gnu 

1-^MtU.ir fi'it online KKdlhe murium in WInno.id, m. 41)3.134, 
435. Sninen' Tiacti, <iJ. 40. PhilnxBuir, p, IL W[Ih>d, 6i. aud Bidruur. 

ii. *i. ThBir esponwls in BUitiiU lift ■— "■■ ''-'- " ■' ■'- 

ecpenie Iho kiaKleiiHk ttiahndal >ld uTti 
ftitf. and OB e-rvrr twflDtyiioaDdB of UndH 
7as.) II praiMed J;aB,SOO. {Ab.iiMtofRevi'nui 

penM nmoiinliHl u iES3,lM, mlurive of lier potlioi. , ,.. 

t " Tlie klnK"! nwjoBllo irai In a Bo^t anlnjrtviou. block nule, the ^a 
■'attlK.lin«-hiU>snUlll." Son.™' TrMl'h Ih. 4fl. 
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From the liing's children we may pass to his favour- 
ites. FroDi the comraeucemGnt of his reign, he had 
surrounded himself ivilh several ofhia country men, on 
whom his panialily hud lavished ueallh, und oillces, 
and honouvs ■ but amou^ iheiu ihoi't; was no individual 
OS long as Salisbury lived, who Ecmued to possess ex- 
clusively his att'eclion, andtu monopohso the distribution 
of favours. The death of that poiverful ministet albtred 
James to follow his own indinatioiis: he first selected 
Robert Cai'r, and afterwards George Villiuis, as objects 
of peculiar attachment ; and these, the creatures of the 
royal caprice and bounty, sood acquii'cd the government 
of the king himself, and through him of his three 

Carr owed his brilliant fortune to nccident. At a 
tilting- match the lord Hay had appiiited him his 
equerry, to present his shield, according to custom, to 
the king. In the performance of this duty, Carr was 
thrown from his horse, and broke his leg in the fall. 
James ordered the young man to he carried into a 
neighbauring apartment, seitt a surgeon to attend liim, 
and repeatedly visited him in person. He found that 
Carr, when a boy, had been his page in tjcutland, and 
was of the family of I'ernyherst, the son of one who had 
sufiered much in the cause of the unfortunate Mary 
Stuart. The plea of his services aad those of his lather 
was aided by the beauty of his person *, and the iu- 
genuousneas of his answers, iity insensibly grew into 
affection: James looked on his putient as an adopted 
child ; he even took the pains to instruct him in tlie 
Latin grammar; and. what was more to the purpose, in 
"the craft of a courtier ■!■." After his recovei? he was 



nfiled ^^rmenlL Tkie yuun^ mau dulh nrncb aludy art nDit di^vlceT Lie 
hftiii duLu^il hia liiiUirs a [III tih-mvD mdny limT^, <mil nil lapleAse ihe 
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daily distinguished with marks of the royal favour: 
riches and honours poured upon him; the lands which 
eschtiated to the crown, and the presonts offered by those 
1011, who solicited his mediatipu with the sovereign, gave him 
"'J"- a princely fortune ; and he was successively raised to 
Mav *^^ honours of harou Branspeth, viscount Rochester, 
13. and knight of the garter. Still he affected to take no 
IGVi. part in the conduct of affairs, till the earl of Salisbury 
^o-y died, when several important offices became vacant, aud 
^^* the hope of obtaining them, or the places of those whc 
might obtain them, filled the court with a multitude o. 
candidates. Of these many sought the protection of the 
two Howards, the earl of Suffolk, lord chamberlain, and 
theearlof Northampton, lord privy seal ; while others 
professed tiemselves the dependants of the young favour- 
ite, the viscount Rochester. The court was agitated by 
intrigue, jealousy, and enmity ; and James, for more 
than a year, balanced between the two parties, seeking 
in vain to reconcile their opposite pi'etensions *. It was, 
however, a fortunate time for Rochester, who, thougjk he 
beld no official situation, transacted business as prime 
minister and principal secretary 'h. Unequal to the ta^k 
himself, he employed the aid of sir Thomas Overbury, 
who, from Carr's Srst introduction to the king, had been 
his guide and assistant. Overbury was an able and 
1611. artful counsellor, but violent, capricious, and presuming, 
Nov. Though ItH had been banished from the coiul for an 
^- insult offered to the queen, he was soon recalled at the 
solicitation of Rochester; but he could never obtain the 
good-will of the monarch, who continued to look on him 
as a rival in the affections of his favourite, and the 
fomenter of the factions which divided his ministers. 
By the public he was courted on account of his influence 
with his patron ; valuable presents were given to secure 

BdU."woiSn^.'w8, "'"""" """'" " ■" 

t mii^ NegociBtisns, 349 351) 
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hisfivour; and on the morning of the 21st of April he Apt. 
boasted to s'lr Henny Wottou of hia godd fortune, and of 21- 
the flatterinif ]>ros|>e<!la which ky befor^' him. Vet 
that vury day btfiice sunset lia was commitled a iilose 
prisoner to the Tower *. The oiicasion of hia disgrace 
was the uuroriunate passion ot the visconiit for the lad; 
Frani-BS Howard, the daughter of the lord chamberlain, 
Suffolk. At the age of thirteen she had been maiTJed 
to the earl of Essex, who was only a year older than 
herself. Immediately after the ceremony, the bridegroom 
proceeded to the univeraily, and thence to the continent ; 
the bride was consigned to the care of her mother, who 
bestowed more attention on the ornamental than the 
mofal education of her daughter. The young lady 
Essex became the boast of the court ; and her wit, her 
beautv, and her acquirements, raised her above competi- 
tion : but when her husband returned, she wceived bim 
with manifest tokens of dislike, and, if she oooasioiially 
consented to live with bim in the country, it was always 
owin-j to the peremptory commands of her father. The 
meetings between tbem were short : he complained of 
the coldness of his wife*; she spent her time in tears and 
recriminations — till at last these dissensions produced 
on the part of each a rooted antipathy to the other. At 
court she had many admirers, amonif whom were prince 
Henry and Rochester. But Uie latter was the lavoured 
lover; and in one of their furtive meetings it was pro- 
posed that she should sue for a divorce from Essex, and 
afierwaids marry the viscount. Her I'atlier and une[e 
were led by political motives to approve of the project; 
and the king, who could recollect a similar proceeding 
whilst he reigned in Scotland, hailed il as the means of 
extinguishins; the rivaliy between his favourite and his 
two ministers : but by Overbury, thoush he had hitherto 
been (he pander lo their pleasures, it was di^cidodly and 
violently opposed +, He foresaw the ruin of his own 

•Uelln. Wottop, 406^110. Wimmod, iiu 447. Sum THala, II. 993. 
Birch. 349. 840. __ 

t " Tuu VI0I1O8 hor," ho »;■ " hy my letlets." Wiawood, iii. 479. 
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hopes in thereconciliation of hispatroa with his enemies; 
he objected the " baseness of the woman," ainl the 
infiimy of aueh a niai'riage ; and he declared that he both 
could and would Ihroiv an insuperable obstacle in-fhe 
ttaj of their union *. Rochester had the weakness to 
betray his adviser, and Frances in her fury olfeted 1000^. 
to sir John Wood to take Overbury's life in' a duel : but 
her friends suggested a more innocent expedient to 
remove him from court, by sending him on an embassy 
to France or Russia, His inclination was first sounded 
by the archbishop of Canterbury, and then an order 
tbat he should accept the mission was brouglit to him 
by the lord chancellor and the earl of Pembroke. He 
refused, observing tbat the king could not in law or 
justice exile him from his country. This answer was 
April pronounced a contempt of the royal authority, and the 
21 . delinquent was committed, with the consent of his patron, 
to the custody of tho lieutenant of the Tower +. 

Within a few days proceedings for a divorce between the 
earl and the counless of Essex, on the ground of physical 
incapacity, were instituted before a court of dct^atea 
appointed by the king. All tho judicial ftii-ms usual on 
such occasions were carefully observed ; but the details 
are not tit for the eye of the general reader. WiUi the 
public a suspicion existed that both the parties in the suit, 
and the judges who pronounced in their favour, acted in 
opposition to the dictafra of their consciences ; and it 
was reproached to James, that, instead of remaining a 
silent spectator, he had spontaneously come ibrward, and 
exerted himself in the progress of the cause with the 
warmth and parliality of an advocate; an indiscretion 
which probably was prompted by affection to his fa- 

• Tlii, mi rei..^-l«lly as^Kted at 0« triiiLi. sq.t uknowl^rlie.) br 
Hoclieile. liimaslf. But nl.at ,™ ililj ulisluLe ? I liann^l cuureflB Unit 

rfnedoEiliodivuiM, See IiiilaLkr Id " Trulh broujihl lo Ltghl," 47. 
i Wmwood, UL «;. 4M, Wolton'. IcWca io liU ReUmni, iui. Ill, ilS. 
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vourite, whose gratitude or policy unexpeeladly relieved 
llie immeilinte wants of his sovereign with a present of 
25,000/.* However tliatm&y be, (he king unileriouk to 
browlieat the judges ; be answered their ai^uments + ; 
he forbade them to take additional examinations; he 
increased their number ; and at last procured a, decision 
in favour of the divorce, by a majority of seven to five J. 
Overbury lived not to be acquainted with this judgment. 
On the preceding day he expired, after a confinement of Sept 
sis months ; during which he had not been pei-mitted '*• 
to see his friends, or to communicate with them by letter. 
The time, the manner of his death, the reported state of 
the body, and its precipitate interment, provoked a 
general suspicion that he perished by poison. 

After a short delay, Frances Howard was married in 
the royal chapel to her lover, who, that she might not 
lose in title by tlie exchange, had beeu previously Not. 
created earl of Somerset At llieceremouy shehad the 4. 
boldness to appear with her hair hanging in curls to her '™' 
waist, the appropriate distinction of a virgin bride : the 
king and the chief of the nobility honoured the nuptials 
with'their presence, and a long succession of feasts and 
masks, in which the city strove to equal, if not lo out- 
shine, the court, attested the servility of the men, who, 



" clisal.bi.\ lliom lake what llli^y fouud'lhere tar ttit kllltf't USSj wlilch 
" tliey uy wai Tuui; oi tie aaci IWBiity iliouiaud inunila In gold." Wiu- 

t "' If a jndge •bDuld faavs > pnju^ceiDiHpHt at penona, It ahmild 
" bccDme vou ratliet tfl havr a kind of LmDiicH Siitb In mjr judgment. •» 
•■ wall in reapect of (ome iklll 1 hare in dLclnlC]', ai ilu iliet 1 bopa no 
" bonpii man doubti Um uphghtdcat of my onscivnn ; and tlw beat 
"ih nUruldVBi tlial yon, Ibat a» BO far my crr-alnre, can n»a loniirdB nw. 



"lucnird^ Ktn^a IHWt to uclibiahop Abbut Sotg TiioU, 11. 86U. 

t Sea lie WDcwdiuM with a hmg leoMiiit or ibe wliole bj usbbtbhop 
Abbol, In Howell, ilTli— BCS. Thai prelati^ isntiilErfd ii a uaw oT wildl- 
«aft, and ncomniDoded <d the iiottin a cooiw or (inyft, aim, and An- 
Inii. Moltof Ibejud^nhobvunred Iha nnllity wc» rewardiMl bj Iha 
k:spH but Bcveniy cananred by Uifl public. The ton uf Dilt^Q, ihB bishop 
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to ingratiate tliemselves with the roysl fei-ourite, could 
make public rejoicings in celebration of a marriage, 
which in pi'ivate they siigmatiaed as adulterous and 

This event sealed the treaty of union which had been 
negocialed between Somerset and his opponents, and ex- 
tinguished the fends which had so long distracted the 
roval councils. There remained but one source of soli- 
cilude, that which haunted the king till his death, the 
want of money. The failure of eiery temporary expe- 
dient proved that the real remedy was to be sought in 
tliobeneiolence of the nation; liut James had already 
suflfered so many defeats in parliament, his nenea were 
so agitated at the idea of a new conlest, that, to overcome 
his repugnance, his advisers " undertook" (ffom the 
word tliey acquired the name of undertakera) to secure 
a decided majority in favour of the court. In former 
reigns it liad been found sufficient for this purpose, if ihe 
chancellor made known the wi^hes of the prince to (he 
sheriff: in the present, all the influence of the crown, 
and of the servants of the crown, was employed ;, and 
the result demonstrated that there existed among the 
people a spirit decidedly hostile to the prevailing system of 
1614. gorornment. The kin^opened the session with a concili- 
*sl'' """^ ^P^'^' which he followed up with a request for pe- 
cuniary aid, and an offer to redress a multitude of minor 
grievances, enumerated in the petitions of the last parlia- 
ment. But little attention was paid to the royal message. 
r. The house resounded with complaints of tbe arrogance 
of the undertakers, who had interfered wiih the liberty 
of election, and had violated the privileges of tho com- 
mons. Tbe validity of several returns was debated: a 
question was even raised, whether the attomey-general.sic 
Francis Bacon, (he had succeeded sir Edward Coke, on the 
elevation of the latter to the bench, in 1 6 13,) could legally 
sit in the house; and, if he was ultimately permitted 
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o pretended necessity of state, and with ' 
an understanding tliat the indulgence shouid not be ex- 
fended to iii3 successors in office *. 2°. Instead of 
passiu)^ to the consideration of the supply, tlic commons 
devoted their time to the questions which had already 
given so much offence, the claim of the king to levy 
" impositions," and grant monopolies. 3°. Some ex- 
pressions, attributed to the bishop of Lincoln, in the 
higher house, set the lower in a ferment. He was 
reported to have said, that to dispute the right of impo- 
sition was to lay the axe to the root of the prerogative ; 
and to hive hinted his apprehensions that, in a projected 
f wwds might be used of an iuHammatory 

d Its tendency. The commons called on the 
1 d t p ish the man who had thus slandered their 
1 ) Itv d received for answer, that the bishop had 
d 1 m d with tears and protestations, all intention of May 
tr d thathouse, for which he entertained the highest ^'■ 
p tt 

This explanation did not satisfy his enemies ; hut the 
patience of James was exhausted ; he commanded the 31. 
commons to proceed to the consideration of the supply, Juoa 
and punished their disobedience by a hasty dissolution. '• 
Tlie next morning the most violent and refractory of the 8. 
members were called before the council ; they were told, 
that, tliough the king had given them liberty, he had not 
authorised licentiousness of speech ; and five of the 
number were committed to the Tower. Neither could 
they obtain Ibeir dischai'ge before they had revealed the 



hU mnj^stv's business; but" Hint Iwi 
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nnmes of their prompters and advisers, who, in their 
turn, wore oalled before the council and imprisoned. In 
the quaintlanguageof the time this was called the addle 

Tlie dealh of the earl of Northampton, which followed 
in the course of a week, occasioned a new distribution of 
July offices at court. Suffolk wasmade lord treasurer ; Somer- 
!■*■ set succeeded him in the oftice of cliamberiaiii, acling at 
the same time, but without any patent of appointment, as 
lord privy seal; and every inferior department, ivhicli was 
not filled by their relatives or dependents, wnssold with- 
out scruple to the highest bidders. Their great soli- 
citude was to discliarge the interest, and to prevent the 
increase, of the king's debts ; and with this view, be- 
sides tho tempiirary expedients so often before adopted^ 
they had recourse to a benevolence, which was at first 
confined to persons in office, but aftunvards required from 
others J. James himself sugsesled another measure, a 
reduction of the expenses of his household, to which hia 
ministers consented, hut with considerable reluctance, 
fearing probably, what they afterwards experienced, that 
all who should suffer from the new si sier 



• They irere, 1°. rit Walter Chntf, " who, lo sM the opinion of u bolil 

vha "1b Id loc more wit, and Ibr fiEEniiouinrsi baptlind rreedom." 3°. 
Wenlu-oilli, n lawyer, "ulime fanit wa*. tlio BpjillMllon of cerlain Iwili 

nherNrtH, " n johdb geullomM fre>h rural Ibn aehoiil, who. hiving ga- 

" a looK ■IH'Hi^'' Ilslli|nl99 WottoalBUB, 4J4.— Thin saa dia Bnt parlla- 



turn Gceiille. Rir Ilie eluiiiulloctlilp of the exchequer, K^Ta dUOOf. to iaily 
SuflblXaDil laily BuoieciiL UJccli, KiwiwUliaas, »W. 
t TkB tKnevuleuiw vn^'io'd 5^,90%. Abstract of hia Mglraly-e Reva- 
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would hasten to join the ranks of their political op- 

111 the sale of offices, that of cup-beaiw had fallen to 
George Villiers, a younger son of sir Edward Villiers, 
of Brookeiby, in i.eicestershiro. He was tall and well 
proportioned ; his features bespoke activity of mind and 
gontlenfsa of disposition ; and a short residence in the 
court of France had imparted to his manners Ihat polish, 
which James had suflieieiit taste to approve in others, 
though he could not acquire it liimself. The new cup- 
bearer immediately attracted the notice of his sovereign ; 
his answers to different questions improved the favour- 
able impression made by his external appearance ; and 
the warmth with which the king spnke in his commend- 
ation, suggested to the eails of Bedford, Pembroke, and 
Hertford, the idea of setting him up as a rival to 
Somerset. The resolution was taken at a gi'eat political 
entertainment given at Baynai-d's castle * ; and arch 
bishop Abbot was employed to solicit the co-operation 
of tlie queen. After many refusals she consented, 
though her reply proved her thorough acquaintance with 
the character of her husband :— " My lord, you know 
" not what you desire. If Villiers gain the royal favour, 
" we shall all be suiferers. I shall not be spared more 

' than others. The king will teac;h him to treat us all 
" with pride and contempt f." On St. George's feast the 16I 5 
cup-bearer was sworn agentleman of the privy chamber, A|iril 
with a yearly salary of 1 WOl. : and the next day, while |^' 
he was employed in the duties of his new office, he 
received the honour of knighthood. 

From that moment the inlluence of Somerset declined. 
The court was divided into two parties, anxiously bent 

on the depression of each other, and all who hod 

+ Abbol, »llo liimielf tclla tie DnMdofB.Dli5erTi>a Ihnl tlie kind " "o«H 

" ha miiflil make answer, il ia Innit of jonraelf, fot you comnitTideil htm 
*• nnlanie. OnromnaBterloiib delight itrangsly in Uiinjis of thin nilure." 
Ku>h«atlh,i.446. 
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envied the prosperity, or had suffered from the ascend- 
ency of the favourite, attached themselves to the rising 
fortunes of his competitor*. The suspicion that 
Overbury had met his dt^ath by puiaon.had been k«pt 
ahve by successive rumours ; it had ?ven been whis- 
pered that the murder might be traced, through the 
inferior agents, to Somerset and his countess ; and 
an opening to the discovery was made by an incautious 
avowal of Elwes, the lieutenant of the Tower, to the earl 
of Shrewsbury Secretaiy Wmwood at tlie msligation 
of the archbishop and under a promise of protection 
from the queen ventured to communicate the circum 
stance to James who proposed certain questions to 
Elwes in anting' and from his ansveis learned sufii 
cient to doubt the innocence not onlv of lady Somerset, 
but also of his fa\ourite Parllv ihiou^h a sense of 
justice, and partly through the fear ot nfimj he de- 
spatched an order to sr Edward Coke the 1 rd chief 
justice, to mike out a warrant for the commitment ol 
the earl. Still he kept him in ifjnorance of his appioach- 
ing fate ; he admitted him into his company as usual ; 
Aug. and was found by the messenger at Rojston, embracing 
'■ the neck, and kissing the cheeks, of Somerset. That 
nobleman complained of his arrest in the royal presence, 
as of an insult, but was silenced by the ominous excla- 
mation of James, " Nay, man, if Coke sends for m 
" must go ;'' to which was added another as sooi 
his back was turned, " The deil go with thee, for I 
'' never see thy face mair.'' In a short time C 
arrived, to whom James committed the investigation ol 
the matter, concluding with this imprecation, "" 
" Gods curse be upon you and yours, if you spare 
" of them ; and on me and mine, if I pardon any t ! 
Coke eKecufed the task with more than ordinary 
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stimulaled, perhaps, by the fear of incurring the Buspi- 
cion of pwliality, on account of his previous obligations 
to Sonieraet. After Ihvee hundred examinations, he 
presented a report to the king, staring tbat Frances, 
countess of Essex, Lad been in the habit of employing 
Eorcery to estranjje the affections of her liusband, and to 
win those of Rochester ; that to remove Overhury, the 
great impediment to Ihe projected marriage of the 
lovers, a plan was concerted between them and the earl 
of Northampton ; that, by their Joint contrivance. Over- 
bury mas committed to the Tower, Wade the lieutenant 
removed to make place for Elwes, and Weston recom- 
mended aa warder of the prisoner ; that the countess 
having, with the aid of Mi's. Turner, procured three 
kinds of poison from Fmnklin, an apothecary, intrusted 
them to the care of Weston; that by him they were 
administered to Overhury, with iho privacy of EIwos ; 
nnd that at last the unfortunate gentleman perished in 
prison, a victim to the malice or the precaution of 
Rochester and his mistress*. 

In this story nothing appeared wanting but a more 
satisfactory cause for the murder of Overhury. To dis- 
cover this was no difficult task to sir Edward Coke, 
who prided himself on the facility with which he could 
detect wl at cas n SLble to all o I ers la letter fro u 
Overhury 1 e fou d me t on of ll e secrets of Somerset 
these he contended m st ! e sed t ous or Ireasomhie 
pract ces and v th the d d of a few co jecture he 
boldly el a ged the ea 1 v I tl e m rder of pr ce 
Henry t The q ee mmed at ly ciught or p h pa 

• Bmoii, h. 4,0. R*q. WWBm, 4a7. II is anu\ that Coke liiiiins ob- 
tained poBSPMiou at Ills pockEl-booli of Fotman Ihe conjuror, wbudo (be 



LU bion^l to Llifht, 



"^^°'^B°J:u™ 



o.led by Google 



I'o JAMES 1. [CHAP. U. 

pretended to have caught, the alarm. She hod no doubt, 
Bhe asseited, that a plan had been proposed to poison 
her, her son Charles, and the prince palatine, for Ihe 
purpose of marrying the princess Elizabolh to Thomas, 
the son of tho earl of Suffolk, and brother to the 
countess*. But James did not suffer himself to be 
misled by the terrors of his wife, or the suspiriona of 
the chief justice L the only charge to which he gave 
countenance was, that the earl had received money from 
Spain, and had promised in return to deliver Charles, 
the heir appai'ent, into the hands of the Spanish 
monarch f. 

The minor criminals, Weston, Turner, Franklin, and 
Ehves, were first brought to ike bar. That they had 
been accessary to the murder, seems plain from the 
reportof their trials; yet many at the time attributed 
their conviction to a conspiracy against Somerset, and 
this opinion derived cojiflrmation fram the ambiguous 
languaf^e of some of the sufferers at the place of execu- 
tion J. Sir Thomas Monson was next arraigned : he 
had recommended Weston to be the warder of Over- 
hury, andwas exhorted by Coke to confess his guilt, 
and throw himself on the mercy of (he kintr. But he 
rejected the suggestion with scorn, and to the surprise 
of the public was taken from Ihe bar lo the Tower, and 
in a short time recovered his liberty}. 
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The remaining trials were deferred till the arrival of 
Di<jbf, the amba^sudor at the court of Spain, to »'hoiD 
orders had been transmitted to impair to Eiigland; but 
from him nothing eould be learnt lo impeath the tujally 
of Somerset *. The affection of James bejian to revive. 
His reputation required that he should bring his ancient 1616. 
favourile to trial; but he proposed to save him frumApt. 
punishment by withdrawing him from the bar as soon 
as the verdict should he returned; and, when he was 
informed that according to law judgment must follow, 
he announced his determination to grant him a pardon, 
and with Ibis view forbade the attorney-general to ex- 
aggerate the offence, that the prisoner might not appear 
unworthy of mercy. The earl was repeatedly advised to 
confers himseir guilty, and assured that the king would 
grant him his life and fortune. " Life and fortune,'' 
be indignantly replied, " are not worth the acceptance, 
" when honour is goiiet." To escape tlia disgrace of 



kiDt''i"»Uonlh(.th«.ilinBaa,ii.vi.l01. CiLuilii, ;»-31. Kt. llui»tll' 
,11a1cTrlJ«,iLS6S. ArehBoloK-B, iriii. 353. Miuy "nl^rs bnve Btl;i 
billHil IItb HBllBly at lomrt In Idi kDmlinilgc tbul Bunifrifl was ju pus 
tubiL^iu ofBomu jiortiMltvnB ircrpL, which h« mi^htbc L>ruvi>kFd 10 ti^Tea 
totheniinoftherd^Hlchnrpeier. I1iaTenodOLil>tLhnt il^l'u^« rromnttiw 

lieulpniiiil or Ihn Tower, Hie bifhly inlrrKsUiiB, " O-.ihmiBBiiiliionl 
- B irikke of l>il ydla hraiBB. hoaping Ibnltby ti. lliirw hi» lijoll. hul i 
'•(aalaluliMBBfne.tliat lie woldBllirsatiinniftnlili laying mmpmooi 

" u]>jo ma of Ivlng ia Moie uthi uc^suirii Ui bin ciyme It lie wolil 

■ wrille or Beoile mu any meaMge eoBcBrutug Lhl:< p>ijloiHiig, il nKiit no 

■^ lurna .s "Bit 1 fw attfXr jilVr his liyall, 1^'^'|'^"J^-;^|J lIIJSou II" 

■uch proposala Ihnl " if.lhniie be ■ B|iuDk« oF gnim li'te iD liim. I bisij 
"Ibi^ Bhall votke a gDalerlTecii'.'' Ibid-itiK). Oo ihn 13ih. lie ui^Fir 
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a trial he oarneatlj' solicited admission to the royal 
presence, or at least to le permitted to write a private 
letter to the king. When this was refused he assumed 
a holder lone, and endeavoured to work on the feare ot 
James, hy declaring that at the har he would take ample 
vengeance on the prince, who had betrayed him into the 
power of his enemies. As the day approached he 
asserted that he would not leave his chamber : he 
feigned siekneKs or insanity ; and ipade or pretended to 
make, like sir Walter Raleigh, an attempt on his own life 
But the king was inexorable. He commanded the 
lieutenant of the Tower Jo employ force, if it were ne- 
cessary, and to inform his prisoner, that if he indulged 
in iireverent language with respect to the sovereign, he 
would be removed from the bar, without any stay of the 
proeeedmgs on account of his absence. Hence it has 
been interred that Somerset was in possession of some 
important secret, the disclosure of which would inflict 
indelible disgrace on the king. To me this conclusion 
appears questionable. No man was belter acquainted 
with the royal disposition than the fallen favourite : his 
obstinacy, his menaces, and his despair were probably 
meant as appeals, sometimes to the timidity, sometimes 
to the feelings of .James; and lo the partial success of 
these appeals may be attributed the solicitude of the 
king to procure his conviction without rendering him 
undeserving; of pardon. 

By the exhortations ofWhiting, the minister who had 
attended the other prisoners, the countess had been in- 
duced to confess the murder. She was therefore sepa- 
rately arraigned before the peers. She looked pale, 
trembled while the clerk read the indictment, and at the 

- alinalF. I deiyre not nHt je ihaulrle ttoiilile lae sllh an Hunnre. tai It 
"i.lono™ile, nnil ni;n..>'lsis betl.^rlli™ erill nmrit." Ibid. 356, S57. 

WDtlnrd il;:>nD<l sir Robert Cnrr to hiin, and oXrwl the l[eul«ll:int. If 
- U lifuhe tiyalllw put.'' INd. 3M™'''"' " '"'"' 
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name of Weston, covered her face with her fan. As May 
soon as she had pleaded guilty, Baeon, tlie atlomey- '*■ 
general, stated to the court the evidence which he should 
have produced, had he found it necessary; but he had 
previuualy the precaution to remove her from the bar, 
that she might not interrupt him to maintain the inno- 
cence of her husband. At the conclusion of his speech, 
she was recalled, and received judgment of death *. 

Though Bacon by this artifice had prepared the court 
to believe the guilt of Somerset, he looked forward with 
auKiety to the result ; for it was, he obiierved to the 
king, a different thing to obtain a verdict from a Lon- 
don jury, and to convince the house of lords. The earl, 
contrary to expectation, appeared at the bar cool and 25 
collected : he never mentioned the king ; but he lejecled 
every exhortation to confess, haughtily maintainiug; his 
innocence, objecting to the relevancy of the evidence, 
ftnd explaining away circumstances which seemed to 
make a^inst hint. After a long ttial the peers found 
iiim guilty: but by many this judfiraent was attributed 
more to the power of his enemies, than to the cogency of JuW 
the proofst. Within afew days the countess received a H. 
pardon ; the same favour was refused by the earl. He 
was, he said, an innocent and injured man, and would 
accept of nothing less than a reveriial of the judgment. 
But some years later, awai'c of (he malice of his adver- 
saries, and of the ahenation of the prince, he sou (,'ht 1024, 
thut which he had before rejected, and received wilh it U. t. 
a promise of the restoration of his property. Within ^• 

• Uncoil, iv. 465. vi. 103. Slnle TtWa, it. 9il— Ml. Carle loi.'i let- 
ton, ^9. 

"Imvc ulb;n'lmilk>d witli Mr. lamiis, Ul> chyfL w/rnm. «l» rv'e^llL« of 

g xji ' r- .„..,. l.^...",!.'... i"°„ii"^,| Biy'loiri'kwn.e -Imi""* lul 

Ull il klUR JnlDBS n-MB weurve ol 
I plius. LosBlty MSS. 4U«. lists. 
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(bur months, however, James died; and Somerset soh- 
cited, but in vain, the fulfilment of the promise from the 
pity or the equity of his sucGeasar. The countess died 
in 1632 ; the earl survived lier thirteen years*. 

The fall of Somerset was followed by the disgrace of 
the man whose industry had detected the murder of 
Overbury, the celebrated lawyer sir Edward Coke. In 
professional knowledge Coke stood pre-eminent : but his 
iioljons were confined and illiberal, his temper arrogant 
and unfeeling. He was always ready to exalt the pre- 
rogative ot the expense of pupular rifrhts ; and in state 
prosecutions hunted down his victim witli the eagerness 
and the sagacity of the bloodhound, sparing neither 
fraud not falsehood to ensure a conviction. He had 
crept slowly and cautiously through the several grada- 
1806. tions of oftice, lill James advanced him to the chief seat, 
June fifst in the court of common pleas, and next in that of 
,g^^lhe king's bench. Previously, his course had befti 
Oct. markedby the most abject servility: but from the mo- 
25. ment that be saw himself graced with the ermine, the 
sycophant assumed a lone of independence and authority 
whicli surprised the king, and provoked the hostility of 
his rivals aud equals. The demise or resignation of 
lord EUesmere, the chancellor, was daily expected ; and 
Coke looked forward to that high office as due to him- 
self : hut his pretensions exposed him to the malicious 
insinuations of Bacon, who also aspired to the great seal ; 
and a secret compact seems to have existed between 
James and his attorney-general to precipitate the down- 

oppOBeil all idU (tor bowiun and wyhsIdm of ntBixt. Ifit Ilia kills ""1 
his BiuxesaoTB ihnnld lisTi nothing left 10 16^ In mratd to thaii leivinu ; 
thai 111- fbunil s reulutloii tnhcn iftar tbE ilf nifa of aslihljuty.toilienfliireEL 
aU l!lB loyal pntkl "nil forcBtt, Mil lo wU ill iSw mnrn Iindi. iKMrnng 
<inl7 HnluctHuofnati lliiialn be prcreuied; Ihu lie uev^T would re- 
dij^^ire. was such M*iihaTti>okrotliinj; from theklPi;. orbrouKlit witJT 
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fall of the chief justice. Coke for some time had acfed 
as if he thoughClhat all other tribunals were subordi- 
nate to his owu. The judges of the odrairally uiiil thu 
high i'oni miss ion court, of the court of requesis and the 
duchy of Lancaster, even the presidents of the provincio? 
coiinciU of the North and of Wales,' complnined tliat 
their jui'jjdiction was invaded and impaired by the pro- 
hibitions which he issued from the king's bench. Tho 
court of chancery — suitors, solicitors, counsel, and judges 
— was thrown into commotion by Lis threat that he would 
visit with the penalties of premunire all who sought and 
all wlio granted relief in equity, after judgment liad been 
pronounced in the king's bench *; and the court of star- 
charabBf itself began to tremble for its claims, when its 
power to levy damages was denied by so high, an au- 
thority. 

But there were other causes of offence whiiih sunk 
more deeply into the king's breast. In the council he 
opposed legal objections to almost eveiy intoLided exer- 
cise of the prerogative; and in the cases of Peacham 
and Owen had not only dissented from his colleagues, 
but had even opposed the infallible judgment of Jatnes 
hiraself'P. His opinion that the late 1: 
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:ained i h b k f " _ 
claied that he meant to show hini faioui, if he woula 
humble himself, and confess his delinquency : but when 

Oct. his answer was received, that lie had discovered but five 
unimportant mistakes, the king, attributing it to pride 
and obstinacy, forbade him, in punishment of " his de- 
" oeit, contempt, and slander of government,'' to take 
his seat on Ihe bench, and, a month later, substituted 

Nov. Montague the recorder of London in his place *. 
"■ This event gave new confidence to the ambition of 
Bacon. He had freed himself from his great rival, and 
had earned the esteem of the sovereign by hi; fearle.«s 
advocacy of the prerogative. Still Ellesmere, though 
his age and infirmities admonished him to retire, clung 
with the most vexations pertinacity to the emoluments 
of office; and, by repeatedly recovering when he was 
thought on the point of death, exercised and irritated 

oommnniaiteii.aii.l IhMTfore thowordiwinMnoliiiiplytohini. Id Dpiio- 
Bition boih lo tliB kiiw una w >hp «hei iuiIsM Cokf niBinlaine'l ttnt tlie 
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the patience o( the attorney- genera!. That officer, how- 
ever, steadily pursued his course, till he obtained the re- 
ward of his servility. Ho laboured to secure the good 
services of the new favourite, pretended on all occasions Not^ 
the most sincere alTection for the lord clinncellor, now '■ 
created viscount Blackley, and on every relapse of Ihe 
infirm old man reminded James of his own merits and 
preteiigions. At length Brackley felt the approach of 
Ihat hour which within a fortnight closed bis mortal ex- igiy 
istence: he sent to the king his resignation; and the Mar. 
seals were confided to Bacon, with the title of lord-keeper, 3. 
a sufficient pledge that if he continued to give satisfac- '• 
tion he would shortly be advanced to the dignity to which Mjy 
he had so long and so ardently aspired *, "'■ 

Hitherto in this chapter the attention of the reader 
has been confined to the domestic occurrences from the 
year 16Ue to 1017; the remainder will be distributed 
under three heads r 1°. the king's transactions with fo- 
reign powers ; 2°. his attempts to establish episcopacy 
in iiis native kingdom ; and 3°. his plans for the govern- 
ment and colonization of Ireland. 

1. In 1607 the eyes of all the European nations were 
flsed on the negocialion at the Hague. After a contest 
of forty years lx>th the king of Spain and tlio United 
Provinces had grown weary of hostilities. Philip had 
learned to doubt the result of an attempt which origin- 
ally appeared of easy execution. He even feared that 
the partial success which had lately thrown a lustre on 
his arms might lead to a consummation which he dreaded; 
and that his revolted subjects, rather than submit to the 
rule of their ancient masters, would throw themselves at 
the feet of his rival, the king of Franco, On the part of 
the Hollanders, the most moderate and most able states- 
men equally longed for peace, provided peace were cou- 

• Baci>d'i MH-Pt "M rtiilea on ftie MiU of MarcS an'l on the SSth of 
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pled with the recognition of their independence. It was 
indeed true tliat Ihey had hitherto been able to main- 
tain tlie corneal against their formidable antagonist ; but 
tliey knew that, illhey had not lallen in so long and ar- 
duous a struggle, it was owing not to Iheir own stiength, 
hut the supporl which ihey had received from Engiund 
and France. Now, however, on the king of England, 
unwilling from the timidity of his temper to draw the 
Bword, unable fioin hia poverty lo supply their wants, no 
reliance could be placed; and accident or policy might 
at any moment deprive them of the king of France, who, 
though he had proved a faithful, was well known to he 

lfi07.an interested ffiend. In this temper of mind the offer 

■Ap"'oran armistice, preparatory to a treaty, had been grate- 

22" fully accepted by the states ; the king of Spain and the 

archduke agreed to consider them during the conferences 

as an independent government ; and first the French 

king, afterwards the English, sent their respective en- 

Aug. voys to act the part of mediators between the adverse 
1. )iowers. The proirress of this important neguciation is 
foiei^n from the plan of the present history : it will be 
EulElctent to observe that, after many debates, the hope 
of a permanent peace vanished ; that in its place a long 
truce was suggested ; and that at last, partly through 
the entreaties, partly through the Grranes'5 of the medi- 

1609.ating powers, a cessation of hostilitiea was concluded tbc 

Mar. the space of twelve years. 

Much occurred during the conferences to prove how 
low the king of England was sunk in the estimation of 
hi? contemporaries. It was believed that he had not the 
epirit to engage in war, and that, however ti>rcibly he 
might advise the slates to persevere, he would inliiUibly 
abandon tliem in the time of need. Prince Maurice had 
even the boldness to tell the English ministers to their 
face, that Iheir master dared not op?n his mouth in con- 
tradiction to the king of Spain. Hence the French 
during the negociation assumed a superiority, which 
was impatiently but silently borne by their allies. But, 
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if James derived little honour from his mediation, he 
had reason to be satisfied with the result. It secured 
for a long time at least, and prababl)' for ever, the inde- 
pendence of the stutes; a point of paramount import- 
ance, since their veduction by Spain, or their voluntary 
submission to France, was equally pregnant with danger 
to the commerce and the greatness of England ; and, 
what the king probably valued still more, he obtained 
the partial relief of his pecuniary wants, by receiving 
from the Hollanders the acknowledgment of a deht of 
more than 800,000/., with a stipulation that it should be 
discharged by instalments in the course of fifteen 

About the conclusion of the treaty an event happened 1609, 
which threatened to rekindle the Humes of war throughout Mar. 
the greatest portion of Europe. The death of Juhn duke ^■ 
ofCleves, Juliers, and Berg, without children, exposed 
his dominions a templing prey to the ambition of several 
competitors. The rightful heir appears to have been 
either the elector of Brandenberg, or the duke of New- 
bui^h; butaclaimwaa aUo ailvaneed by the elector of 
Saxony, and another by the emperor Rodolph. The 
pretensions of the latter alarmed all those princes whom 
religion or policy had rendered enemies to the greatness 
of the house of Austria. By their advice the elector of 1610. 



Brandenberg, a proiestant, and the duke of Newburgh, War 

•SeeFircli,Ni«Dda1kiDi,S6T— SSO. IViDvood, lam. i. ii. pHBilm. J^m- 
lllll.tonii.iL Boderir.lDiu.Liliii.iv.i.flSHiii, II may b« olwned rhal 
Hucti »ii9 IhE genrnl bimiliy it tliia peHuH, tliat, Ifaoiuli (lie king or Spain 
oKml a mmi T>liub:e eooililniiLlon. and lbs kini dT Fniiica lulded liii 

BliipslihiD tlaSt ilonlnlunh u > limpuliiia thH nujiirily nflbe iuhnlih- 
flDIs of Utrcdit, FrieElMkl. GcoDlngen, Omyiscl, HDd GuFlili-clEnd, vera 



when Ihe French ambasBodor T^uatud them nut to upltose bo equiUhla a 
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a catholic, consented to govern the disputed territory in 
Rommon, and a league for the expulsion of the Austrian, 
who had already taken possession of Juliers, was formed 
by the kinss of England and France, the United Pro- 
vi:icesi, aud the protestant princes of Gerniaiiy. The 
allies assembled a small army: but the king of France 
ordered no fewer than 30,000 men, with fifty pieces of 
cannon; to march towards Juliers. So formidable a 
force, compared with its ostensible object, proved that 
Henry nourished in his mind some secret, purpose of 
much greater importance ; end there can be little doubt 
that he now meant to execute his favourite plan of hum- 
bling, by a common union of the European powers, the 
house of Austria, and of confining it for the future 

Way within the Spanish Penitisula. But three days before 
4. his proposed departure to join the army, he received a 
mortal wound, as he sate in liis carriage, from the hand 
of an assassin named Ravillac*. The murder of the 
king put an end to his project : but his successor did 
not depart from the league, and 10,000 Frenchmen 
having joined 4000 English commanded by air Edward 
Cecil, placed themselves under the prince of Anhalt, the 
general in chief of the combined forces. Juliers was 
soon won i the elector and the duke took possession of 

Aug. the disputed territory ; and tlie war died away through 
21' the inability of the emperor to prolong the contest-h. 

If James was unwilling fo measure weapons with an 
enemy in real war, he gloried to meet, an adversary in 
the bloodless field of theological controversy. He had 
opposed the puritan ministers at Hampton court; he 
had written against Bellarmine, the champion of the 
catholics ; and he now resolved to mingle in the fray 
between the Arminians and Gomarists in Holland. 
The disputes which divided these theologians were not 
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more useful, they were certainly less innocent, than the 
BBbtletiea of the ancient aehoalmen. For the subjects 
of their studies they had taken the doctrines of grace 
and predestination, universal redemption and I'lee will; 
and plunging fearlessly into the abyss, persuaded them- 
seivea that they h;id soundeil the depth of mysteries, 
whieh no human understanding can &thora. Had tliay 
indeed confined themselves to speculative discussion, 
the mischief would have heen less ; but the hearts 
btirnings, the excommunications, the persecutions to 
which these controversies gave birth, were evils of the 
most alarming magnitude In Holland the first re- 
formers had estabhshed the CaHinistic creed in all its 
rigour. Arrainius, the pastor of the gieat church at 
Amsterdam, and nfterwaids p ofessor at Leyden, hod 
adopted another system, which he deemed more con- 
forniLible to the benevolence of the Deity, and less 
revolting to the reason of man. War was soon declared 
between the partisans of these opposite opinions ; each 
sought the support of the temporal power ; and the 
followers of Ai-miniua addressed a remonstrance, the 
riijid Calvinists a. oontra-remonstrance, to the states of 
Holhind. Politics always mingle with religious dissent ; 
not that there exists any natural connexion between 
them, but that statesmen are aware of the advantage to 
be derived from the attachment of a religious parly to 
their interests. The patriot Barneveldt assumed the 
defence of the remonstrants, while pi-ince Maurice of 
Nassau, his opponent m the state, placed himself at the 
head of their adversaries. James, whose early education 
had imprinted on his mind a deep reverence for tte 
speculative opinions of Calvin, viewed the controreray 
with interest, and was not slow in condemning the p.-e- 
eumptuous ignorance of Arminiua. On the death of 
that professor, the curators of the university offered the 
vacant chair to Vorstius, a divine whose abilities were 
i7Jilveieally admitted, hut who had occasionally iniiulg^.-d 
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in novel and exicaocdinary opinions. His orthodoxy 
was disputed by the conira-remonstrants : 1)ut he repelled 
the charge before tlie states, and took possession of tho 
ollice. By James tlie result was consiilered as a victory 
gainedljy the Arrainians. However, during the progress, 
archbishop Abbott placed in his way a treatise furtueily 
published by Vorstius ; and the king with his pen culli^d 
out, in the short space of an hour, a long list of heresies- 
Hia piety was shocked ; he determined to spread the 

1611. e^s of hts lufallihdity o\er the cause of orthod xy in 

Sept. Holland ind Wi iwood the ambassad r bj his ordeis 
11- accused Vorstius bef le the stales of heresy and in 
fidelity, uf denying or misrepresent iig the immensin 
spiritualilj and omniscier ce of the godheid ind of 
throwing out doubts ot the dmnily of Christ The 
Hollanders though they answered with respect lesented 
this interference of a foreign power in their domestic 
concerns, and James in return sent them an admonition 
under his own hand. He was willing that, " if the 
" professor would excuse his blasphemies, he should 
" escape the s(ake, tliough do heretic ever deserved it 
" better ; but he could not believe that, on any defence 
" or denial which he might make, they would allow him 
" to retain his oifice. They should remember that tlie 
" king of England was the defender of the faith; and it 
" would be his duty, if such pestilent heresies were 
" suffered to nestle among them, to se^^arate from their 
" communion, and to seek with the aid of other foreign 
" churches in common council assembled, how to extiii- 
" gui^h and remand to hell such abominable doctrines." 
Even this admonition was without effect ; and tbeambas' 
sador renewed his remonstrance in still sharper terms. 

Nnv. He received an evasive answer : and, ai^er a, clecent 
'^ delay, prolested in public against the errors of the pro- 

^*"' fessor, reminrled the state* that the alliance between 
Eni;larid and Holland reposed on the ba^is of purity of 
religion, and concluded with a very inLelligible hint. 
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that they must abandon tlie protection of Vorstius, or 
forfeit the nmity of James*. Thckirgat Bistappliiuded 
Ihc activity and spirit of liia ministtr ; he |>ro[iounced 
Winwood a man according lo his own heart ; hut his 
rainislers remonstrated ; he began to accuse tlie aiiiboj- 
^dor of indiscretion ; and in a conference with the 
Dutch envoy, he laboured to mollify Ibe asperity of the 
protestt. Still he did not recede from his resoluiion; 
he eten ventured to appeal to the pi-ess, and published 
a short work in French, entitled a Declaration a<>ainst 
VorstiusJ. TTie states saw the necessity of appeasinj; 1613. 
the orthodoxy of their ally. They had already incuiTed l'"''- 
his resentment; they feared still more the irritation '^" 
which would follow a controversy between the two 
theologians; and Vorstius was ordered not only to quit M^i. 
Leyilen, but to purge himself from the itnputation of 16. 
heresy, by refuting the doctrines with which he had 
been chars^ed}. 

But tlie removal of the professor did not restore 
tranquillity. The remonstrants gruduLilly acquired the 
ascendency in the threa provinces of Holland, Overyssel, 1619. 
and Utrecht, the contra- remonstrants in those of 
Guelderland, Zealand, Friesland, and Gronitigen. 'Each 
party, true lo the intolerant spirit of the age, was eager 
to employ the civil sword against its theological oppo- 
nents, and the republic was in danger of being turn 
into fragments by the violence of men who could not 
I. ThHMktKliiKnFHlhsdlaliDgutih- 
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tgtee on the speculative doctrines of predestination and 
reprobation. James proposed to the states a national 
council, as the only remedy to the evil ; and the sugges- 
tion was as eagerly accepted by one party, as it wjs 
haughtily rejected by the oiher. Both were siipporieJ 
In their obstinacy hy the political views of their leaders, 
Barnevelt and prince Mauriee ; of whom the first was 
charged with a design of restoring the provinces to ths 
Spanish crown, the other with the project of raising 
himself to the sovereignty. After a long struggle, the 
command of the army gave the victory to Maurice : he 
successively changed the magistrates in the towns of 
Overyssel and Utrecht, and tiien ventured to arrest his 
great opponent, Barnevelt, with the two pensioners, 
Grotius and Hogerhets. From that moment the hope 
of the Arminians vanished- the magistracy of Holland 
was reformed, and the synod was appointed to be held at 
Dort, The Calvii.iat churches of Geneva and the pala- 
tinate sent deputies ; and James, who, as the original 
adviser of the measure, could not refuse his concurrence, 
commissioned two bishops and two theologians to attend 
as representatives of the church of England, and a fifth, 
a Scotsman by birth, but a member of the establish- 
ment, as representative of the kirk of Scotland. It was 
a singular spectacle to behold the two prelates sitting as 
the colleagues of ministers who had not received ordina- 
tion from the hands of bishops, and voting with men who 
neld episcopacy to be the invention of Satan. They 
attended the debates, moderated the violence of the dis- 
putants, and subscribed to the canons ; but with this 
exception, that they protested against the article which 
reduced to a level the diflerent orders of the hierarcliy. 
The decrees of the synod were ratifiod with the blood of 
Barnevelt, who, after a mock and secret trial, was 
sacrificed as a traitor to the ambition of the prince, and 
with the more moderate sentence of perpetual imprison- 
ment pronounced on Grotius and Hogerbets. To satisfy 
the king of England, the synod coEdemned the works of 
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Vorstius; and the reigning party in the slates, to pre- 
serve the aseendcnc}-, resolved (o extirpate their oppo- 
nents. Seven hundred faindies of Arniinian* were 
driven into exile, ami reduced to bejjgavy by the political 
fanaticisra of their brethren and countrymen*. 

II. The reformed church of Scotland, when it had 
oblaitied t^egal esta\)lishment, was in reality a religious 
republic, which presented the singular spectacle of a 
gradation of elective judicatures, composed portly of 
laymen, partly of ministers, possessing and exercising 
with despolio sway evei^ species of ecclesiastical juris- 
diction. The lowest authority was that of the incumbent 
and the lay elders, who formed the parochial assembly. 
A certain number of these assemblies, classed to(rether on 
account of their vicinity, constituted the presbytery, 
-which heard appeals, confirmed, annulled, or pronounced 
censures, and decided on the admission, the suspension, 
or the deprivation of ministers. The presbytery, how- 
ever, though armed with extensive powers, was subordi- 
nate to the pravincial synod, and this, in its turn, sub- 
mitted to the superior jurisdiction of the freneral 
assembly, which was supreme on earth, and owed no 
allegiance in matters of faith or discipline but to Cluist, 
its spiritual sovereign. That James, os head of the 
churcli of England, sliould aspire to the same pre-emi- 
nence in his native kingdom of Scotland, ia not sur- 
prising; but he had more powerful motives than mere 
ambi'.ion to uige him to the attempt. The maxim, "no 
" bishop, no kini:," was deeply impressed on his mind, 
and he saw, or thought he saw, danger to the throne, in 
the disposition and principles of the Scottish clergy. 
They were men of bold untamable characters ; their 
efforts to establish a republican form of church govem- 
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ment had led them to discusa the authority of the civU 
magistrate, and lo inculcate principlBS of resistance lo 
unjust and despotic sovereifjns ; and the doctrine of pre- 
destination, the duty of extemporaneous prayer, and the 
habit of denouncing scripture judgments against ainners, 
had imparted to their minds, and to the minds of their 
hearers, a tinge of the most gloomy, and, yi the royal 
estimation, of the most dangerous enthusiasm. Hence, 
to overthi-ow the fabric raised by Knox and his dis- 
ciples hecame the chief object of the king's policy in 
Scotland. He made the attempt, and was apparently 
successful. With the aid of intrigue, and bribery, and 
force, he at length imposed bishops on the kirk ; but the 
clergt and the people remamed attached to the presby 
terian diaciphne their losalty was shaken by the vio 
lenee offered to iheir leligious prepossessions and the 
\ery measure by which James sought to uphol i his o»n 
throne ailed to subiert in the course of a ftw^ears 
that of his son and succes or 

He began by nominating clersvmen of known and 

approved prnciples to the thirteen ancient Scottish 

bishoprics This step created hllle alarm The new 

prelates had neither jurisdiction nor income they were 

only parochial mini ters of the churches from wl ich 

they derived their titles But by jronressne steps 

|r06 eitrv deftriency was supplied An act of parliament 

Jul) restored episcop-icy and an act oft! a general assemblj, 

_^ procured by the arts of the minister, made the bishops 

'j^' moderators both of the synods and of the presbyteries 

within which they offlciated". The repeal of the 

statute annexing the episcopal lands to the crown, 

enabled the king to endow iheir respective sees; and 

the erection of two courts of high commission, in virtue 

of the prert^tive alone, invested them with powers 

more extensive than they could have possessed by their 
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ordinary authority. At a convenient time, three of tho \e\o. 
number repaired to England, received the episcopal Ocl. 
ordination from the EngliBh bislv>ps*, and after their i^l- 
return, imparted it to their colleagues. At last it wa^ |G]2. 
enacted hy parliament, that all general ussemhliea 
should be appointed by the sovereign ; that the prelates 
should have the presentation to henefices, the exclusive 
power of suspending or depriving incumbents, and the 
right of visitation throughout the diocese ; and that 
every clergyman, at his admission, should take the oath 
of supremacy to the king, and of canonical obedience to 
the bishup. 

If James had thus acoomplishKd his desisn, it was 
owing to the address of sir George Home, lord treasurer 
and earl of Dunbar. That minister leaving to the theo- 
logical talents of his master the more difficult task of 
convincing the understandings of the Scottish clergy t,|gpj 
made it his object to work on their hopes and fears, j„;y 
their prejudices and pas^iouB. 1°. In defiance of the 2, 

• C>mrttn, Annalt of JamBS. «<3. Itynwi, ivi. TO*. Wilk. Coo. iv. 
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royal proh b on e m n sters from nine presbyteries 
liail presumed to hold an assembly " at Aberdeen. 
le(l6. Six of the mo t re ac orv objected to the auUioritj- of 
Jjin- the coun 1 an 1 on ha pretest were tried and con- 
■ deninedas ors It wa an act of illegal ard dispro- 
portionate se e y" but he prisoners i;ladiy CKchanged 
thecrow of naryrdom for a lifeof banUljment; and 
their colleag es e e au ht that the power of Ibe sove- 
reign was o be bra ed with impunity. 2^. When 
the general assembly at length met by the royal permis- 
sion, the lord treasurer was careful to purchase tlie 
voices of some, and the silence of others, by a dexterous 
Dec. distribution of forty thonsand marks. It was not that 
these holy men could be corrupted by bribes ; but 
they felt no scruple !o accept the arrears of former sala- 
ries, or a compensation for their expenses during the 
journey +. 3° Dunbar knew that, in tbe estimatiun of 
the more zealous, the enlirpation of idolatry was para- 
mount to every other duty. To induce ihem lo yield 
lo the ivisties of the king, with respect lo the superiority 
of bisliops, he placed at tlieir mercy the persons and 
properly of the idolatrous papists. The compromise was 
accepted. The parliament enacted laws of recusancy ; 
the clerjiy Issued sentences of excommunication, and 
every catholic nobleman was compelled lo receive an 
orthodox minister into his family, and was forewarned 
that, unless he should coiifurm within a given period, his 
obstinacy would hepunished with judgment of fbrleit'ure. 
At the same time the prisons were filled with victims of 
inferior quality; and so severe was the persecution, that 
according to the statement of the French ambassador, 

•Tlio cliarce WSJ 1)1.1 Hwyhai! rrjecW.! Ihe aWhwilyof Uk pti.j 
council. erwDdai on 11.. «t nf IKU - B .„..!„;„„ ..,. -a«\U^t 
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the .fate of the Scottisli was stiU more deserving of pity 
than that of the English catholies '. 

At his accession James hail promisGd to bless hin 
countrj-men with the royal presence at least oni'e in tha 
space of three years. 'Fourteen liad elapsed, and hu 
hail not jet redeemed his pledge. It was not that he 
was forgetful of the place of his nativity, or insensihle 
to the pleasure of revisiting the scenes endeared to him 
by the recollections of youth. The great impediment was 
his poverty. Lately, however, he had restored to the 1616, 
Dutththc cautionary tuwna of Flushing and Brill for''^'jy 
one-lhir4 of the sums for which they were pledged t. 
With the money he had satisfied the most urgent of tha 
demands on the treasury ; and this partial re-establish- 
ment of his credit eniihled him fo obtain, at an interest 
of ten per cent. ; a loan of 96.W01. as a fund to defray thu 
expenses of a royal progress to Scotland, But besides 161* 
pleasure, he had two important objects in view,— to re- 
form the administration of justice, which was perpetu- 
ally impeded by the influence of the liereditary sheriffs, 
and to complete the assimilation of the Scottish kirk to 
the En^liBh church; a work which had succeeded so 
far under his servants during his absence, that he 
doubted not to accomplish the little which remained by 
his presence. When the parliament assembled, several 
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June deputies, of principles hoslile to ihe royal views, were 
7, excluaed by the sole outhority of the sovereign ; bul in 
rerurii. the persons nhoni he lerommenileil lor lurds of 
Ihe articles, were rpjecled by llie peers, wlio suspecied, 
and not without reason, a design to restore to the 
cliureli the lands which had been severed from U by the 
reforming raparity of their fathers. The king opened 
the session witli a speech, one passage of which was not 
calculated to Hatler the pride, nor to soothe the national 
antipathies, of his countrymen. He had nothing, he 
told them, " more at heart than to reduce their barha- 
" nty" (such was his expression) " to the swegt civility 
" of their neighbours ; and if the Scots would be as do- 
" cible to learn the goodness of the English, as they 
" were teachable to limp after their ill, then he should 
"not doubt of success; for they had already learnt of 
" the English to drink healths, to wear coaches and 
" sfay cloches, to take tobacco, and to speak a language 
"which was neither English nor Scottish"." But he 
had already seen enoujjh to moderate the expectations 
with which he came to Scotland. Some acts were in- 
deed passed favourable to his purpose; one appointing 
commissioners to compound with tlie heredilary sheriffs, 
on the conversion of their sheriffdoms into annual 
offices ; a second granting chapters to the different 
bishoprics ; and a third enacting, that wlialever Ihe 
king might determine on religious subjects, with the 
consent of the bishops and of a certain number of cler- 
gymen, should be good in law. But ajioinst the last, 
before it was ratified with the touch of tlie iceplre, a 
strong remonstrance was offered, James hesitated, and 
to save his honour, ordered it to be withdrawn, under 
the pretence that it was superfluous to give him by sta- 
tute that which was the inherent prerogative of his 
crown t. 

27. On the dissolution of the parliament the king pro- 
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ceeded to St. Andrew's, where the leading laembera of 
the clecgy had assembled Simpson, Ewarl, and Cal- 
derwood, tliree of the lemon^t^allt*, were brought before 
the court of h gh eommissiun on a charge of seditious 
behaviour, and weie con lemned, the two first to suspen- July 
sion and imprisonment the other to perpetual exile. !"• 
The kings will was tlien signified to their brethren in 
the shape ol five articles Ihat the eucharist should be 
received m a kneeling, and not m a sitiing posture ; that 
the sacrament should be given ta the sick at their own 
houses, as often as Ihey were in danger of death ; that 
baptism should in similar eases be administered in pri- 
vate houses; that the bishops should give conftrmation 
to youth ; and that the festivals of Christmas, Good- 
Friday, Easter, Ascension- day, and Whit-Sunday, should 
be observed in Scotland after the manner of England. 
These demands were received with manifest aversion by 
all present : but the fate of the three remonstrants acted 
as a salutary warning, and, instead of opposing the royal 
will, they fell on their knees, and solicited the king to 
remit the five articles to the consideration of a general 
assembly. He assented, on the assurance given hy Pa- 
trick Galloway that no opposition would be offered ; and 
soon afterwards hastened his departure ta England. 

It was with difficulty that the Scottish ministers re- 
pressed their murmurs in the presence of their sovereign : 
he was no sooner gone than they spoke their sentiments 
without reserve. TAeir mode of celebi-ating the Lord's 
supper was conformable to the scripture ; the adminis- 
tration of baptism, and the custom of receiving tlio eu- 
charist in private houses, were the relics of popery; the 
festival of Christmas they considered as the revival of 
the pagan Saturnalia ; those of Easier and Whitsuntide 
of the ceremonial law of the Jews ; in a word, all the 
articles were pronounced superstitious, and without wai'- ^^^^ 
rant in the scriptures *. In this temper of mind the as- gs ' 
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semlly was held at St Andrew's ; and the only conces- 
sions mai5e to the king were, that the minister should 
distribute the elements at the Lord's supper, and tlmt 
sieli men might eomnmnii;ate at their own houses, pro- 
vided they previously look an oath that they did not ex- 
pect to recover*. James, who had looked for a very 
different deeision, considered it as a mockery and an 
insult : he ordered the observance of the five articles to 
be enjoined hy proclamation ; the council withdrew the 
1618. promised augmentation of stipend from the refractory 
Aug. ministers ; and in the next assembly at Perth, lord Bin- 
^^- ning, the treasurer, procured by his address a majority 
ill favour of the royul demands +. Three years later he 
1621. ventured to propose them in parliament; and an act was 
Aug. passed to enforce a discipline repugnant l« the feelings 
^- and prepossessions of the people J. The king had pro- 
mised to content himself with this concession ; he kept 
his word. The history of his mother and grandmother 
bad convinced him of the stern uncompromising temper 
of the Scottish religionists; and to his chapkin, Dr. 
Laud, whose zeal advised more vigorous measui'^, he 
replied, that it was better to preserve peaceahtv' what 
had been obtained, than to hazard all by ^ladint; a whole 
nation into rebellion §. 

III. The reader will recollect the wars which, during 
the last reign, desolated Ireland, and distracted the 
councils of Elizabeth. In their origin they were similar 
to those which had existed under her predecessors ; they 
sprung flrom the love of liberty, and the hatred of foreign 
domination ; but her defection Irom tho church of Rome, 

i See aoolber lelm from tlio Ami«, i\itd- 87, After mucli cuuteitALion, 
Instnil of puttin;; tiia Repuata articliu lu Llie vote, Ibe qunnuu whs pro. 
I>Metl,iraulJtli«y hilhiiobiT«diiube)' tlie kiog? Etgtatjr lii vutsd in 

tluilljd'aaabB-ltlyiniildiiflhep^alimiK of 400,«DUI. Scuib. lu be p.iiij liy 
InMHlrncDt In that and ib« Ihne folUnving yean. Sea itie lelien of Ibi 
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and her attempt to impose a new worship by ilitit of au- 
thority, connected them with reUgious feelins;s, and ren- 
dered them infinitely more dangerokis. Hitherto the 
natives had been taught to look on the pope as the loid 
paramount of Ireluut! ; it was a notion eiicuuii^ed by 
former kings and parliaments, as a cheap expedient to 
procure obedience*: but it now re-acted with double 
force against a princess under the sentence of excom- 
munication and deposition. The champions of inde- 
pendence appealed to the protection of the pijntiff', as 
their feudal, no less than their spiritual, superior. I am 
Dot aware that this title was ever positively admitted or 
rejected ; but the popps repeatedly sent them pecuniary 
and sometimes military aid, and often by letters and 
messages exhorted the Irish to throw off the English 
yoke, and to vindicate their country from eivil and reli- 
gious thraldom. With many these exhortations had 
considerable influence, but the majority of buth races 
continued faithful to Elizabeth ; and, thou^'h they were 
tempted by the papal envoys, though they were upbraided 
as traitors and apostates by their revolted countrymen, 
the \niib catholics fought under the English colours 
against Desmond, and formed one half of the toyal army 
whiih, under Mounljoy, triumphed over the wiles, the 
obstinacy, and the despair of Tyrone +. 

But the exceptions made to Elizabeth did not apply 
to James. Against him no excommunication had been 
pronounced, nor was he a prince exclusively of Saxon or 
Norman origin. He claimed his descent from Fergus, 
the first king of the Scots in Albion ; ^ind Fergus, as a 
thousand genealogies could prove, was sprung from the 
ancient kings of Erin. His accession, therefore, was 
hailed as a blessing by the aboriginal Irish ; they con- 
gratulated each other on the event — they boasted that 
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the sceptie of Ireland was restored to the ngntful line in 
8 descendant of Milespane *. 

Thoujih an act of parlianiunt had been passed under 
Elizabeth to abolish the catholic worship in Ireland, it 
had not been in the power of a handful of protestants to 
deprive a whole people of their relii;ioiia rites. If the 
law were at all obeyed, it was only in the parrison towns, 
where submission could be enforced at the point of the 
bayonet, and even in these the great mass of the inha- 
bitants, the chief burghers and the magistrates, secretly 
cherished their former attachment to the catholic creed. 
The death of Elizabeth aiforded them an opportunity of 
expressing their sentiments with less restraint and the 
announcement of that event w mm d a Ij f II I 
by the restoration of the anc C C k W t 

ford, Clonmel, Limerick, Ca h 1 d tl pl ce T 
the prohibitory commanils of th 1 d d [ j w 
were returned in a tone of r lut nd 1 (i b 

teries were raised on the walls d p p m il 

for resistance, and at Cork hi d h d d ff t 

affrays between the military d tl iz n M n j j 
the lord deputy, acted with p tnpt d nd d 
He collected a strong bodj ft p p eed 1 1 m 
town to town, and partly by g m nt i tl) I t 
dation, prevailed on the inh b t t to b t Tl 
having previously published u d h t 1 

act of " oblivion and indemn ty h 1 ft I I 1 1 
look with him to England, a h h aid th I mph 
the repentant chieftains, Ty a d O D n 1 h 

their principal retainers 'f". 

But the forcible abolition of their worship, and its con- 
sequences, the weekly fines for absence from church on 
the Sundays, were not the only grievances of which the 
Irish catholics complained. By law, the oath of supre- 
macy was required from every individual who sought to 
take literary honoui-s, or to plead at the bar, or to hold 

• l.yncli, Alitliinologia. 27. S« theaa Sfiiealogisa illuslralffd hy Dr 
O'Conor, Vidltg. i. Hit— Li*. i MoiysDU, 11. 330— 3t£. 
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the office of magistrate, or to sue out the livery of his 
lands. Often it was tenderer!, and the catholic was re- 
duced to Ihe distressing; dilemma of stvetiring against 
>r of resigning all prospect of future art- 
1 life ; often it was withheld, jot ho still 
knew that he enjoyed this indulgence by sufferance only, 
and that he lay at the mercy of the government, and of 
every malicious or interested informer. Much, indeed, 
has heen said in praise of the forhearance with which 
these laws were executed in Ireland, during a great part 
of the present reign ; but tha, Vorliearance was only oc- 
casional, and even then it proci ided not from any just 
notion of toleration, but solely from a sense of weakness, 
from a persuasion that " the ripeness of time was not 
'ye. come*." 

It was soon known in Ireland that the two chieftains 
had heen graciously received by the new monarch ; that 
Tyrone had recovered his former honours, and that his 
companion had been created earl of Tyrconnel. Encou- 1603, 
raged by the intelligence, the catholics sent over a depu- Aug^ 
lation to join the two earls in petitioning for the free 
exercise of their religion. But James treated the pro- 
po.-al as an insult. It was, he told them, contrary to his 
conscience : as long as he could find one hundred men 
to stand by bim, be would fight tdl death dgamst the 
toleration of an idolatrous norahip Not content with 
this refusal, he committed four of the deputies to Ihe 
Tower, where they remained during three moiitbi m 
punishment of their presumption t 

Two years later a proclamation was isiued, command- 1605. 
ing all catholic priests to quit Ireland undei the penaltj July 
of death J; and an order was sent to the magistrates ■>■ 
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anil principal citizens of Dublin to attend regularly at 
the reformed sen'ice. By law the refusal subjected the 
offenders to a eerlain fine ; in this instancu it was also 
visited with imprison ment. The great English families 
\iH\\)n the i:ale became alarmed. They rvraonstrated 
against the punishment as illegal, and prayed to be in- 
dtilged with freedom of religious worship. But ihu chief 
of the petitioners were arrested and conflned in the cas- 
tle ; their spokesman, sir Patrick Karnenell, was sent 
to England, and incarcerated in the Tower 

To allay the discontent Cfcca&ioned bv this act of op 
pression, James issued a commission ol graces "The 
" levy of fines for absence from churth, and the admi- 
" nistrution of the oath on the livei-y of land", were sus- 
" pended till further orders ; the established clerfjy were 
" forbidden to exact undue fees from recusants for 
" buriali, baptisms, and marriages ; and general par- 
" itons under the great seal were offered to all who would 
" sue them out of the chancery." These indulgences 
were meant to prepare the way for the king's favourite 
plan of assimilating the tenure of lands in his Irish, to 
th^ which prevailed in his English, dominions. By a 
judgment given in the court of king's bench, the old 
national customs of tanistry and gavel-kind were pro- 
nounced illegal ; and a royal proclamation called on the 
possessors of lands to surrender their defective titles (o 
the-crown, with a promise that they should receive them 
back in more valid form, and on more eligible conditions. 



ia lATBDiiAl pTtfp^y- Duiiui tiip^ocmqiLi'inpiit Jia 
by tlLvlofilB'prilii-«iuiiBll,iqfiini]iirad lDB<^kii'iw- 
ia oiDvi eiicl«l»tti™L Thot bo uM wllh dupU- 
he vta re|in uhcd u an niulUa l>y the ciitlialiui 
il nut HdiuiliHl riri; npirttniil nnthoihy in th>' hini 
-id.'siisticiil. Ihuu unSBi Khi.^h by (hn eilaling 
re lh-«;clMtiislie.l HWrU. In pupi.liinBiil bo <.»s 



iDSIUaTila1i,u.S33. 



o.led by Google 



A.D. i6ii5,] Cr-IIMISSTOM OF GRACES. 143 

In a country where force liad for centuries usurped the 
place of right, there were few titles which could beartho 
BCiutinisiingeje of a legal piactitioner The boon was 
geneially arcepled but ihe commissioner'* accordmg 
to their instructions, carefully dislinoUished between 
the lands held iii demesne and thosi which had been 
panelled out to inferior tenants The first were re- 
turned by patent to the anginal owner as an estate in 
fee, in place of the others he rerenedonlj a rent charge, 
payable by the tenants, and equalln value to the services 
which hail formerly been rendereii. It was expected 
that from this new system the most valuable benefita 
would be derived both to the king and to the people ; to 
the king, because by destroying tlie principle of here- 
ditary clanship, it would take from the chieftains the 
power of disputing ihe royal pleasure; to Ihe people, 
because, by giving to the inferior tenants with the right 
of freeholdeiu an interest in the soil, it would wean them 
from their habits of turbulence and idleness, would jn- 
trodui:e principles of improvement and civiiizaiion ; and 
would teach them to look up to Ihe sovereign as their 
legitimate protector. But experience did not realiza 
these Battering predictions. The power of the Irish 
lords, indeed, " aodainly fell and vanished*," and the 
mass of the people was loosened fiijm all dependence on 
thi'ir former superiors : but they were not on that ac- 
count more firmly attached to the crown. Instead of 
obeying their own hereditary leaders, they found them- 
selves at liberty to follow every interested demagogue. 
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every unpnnpiplpd adventurer, vfho was able to inflame 
their passions, and goad them to acta of violence, 

Tyrone ami Tyrconnel left the Enjilish court with 
expressions of gratitude, but with feelings of distrust. 
Subsequent events confirmed their suspicions; and the 
harsh conduct adopteil towards the catholics, with the 
attempt to divide the chiefs from their vassals, led them 
to believe that it was resolved to reduce the power, and 
to annihilate the religion of the natives. In this temper 
of mind they accepted an invitation to meet Richard 
Nugent, baron Delvin, at the c«stle of Mavnooth. 
Delvin was born and bred in the Tower, where his 
molher had voluntarily shared the c/mfiiiement of her 
husliand, a prisoner during life, not beiause he had op- 
posed, but because he was thought capable of opposing, 
the authority of the late queen. The three noblemen 
communicated to each other their resentments for past, 
and their apprehensions of future wrongs ; they con- 
curred in opinion, and bound themselves to each other 
to defend their rights and iheir religion by open force *," 
That any project of insurrection was at that time ar- 
ranged, is improbable ; hnt two years later, secret infor- 
mation was received by James from some person in the 
court and conQdence of the archduke at Brussels, that 
Tvrone had sought to renew his fnrmer relations wilh 
the king of Spain. His ruin was immediately deter- 
mined ; and, to decoy him into England without awaken- 
ing hia suspicions, a pretended claim to a considerable 
portion of his lands was set up in obedience to secret 
instructions from the ministers t. The Irish govern- 
ment declined the cognizance of the cause as too deli- 
cate and important ; and both parties received notice to 
appear with their titles before the council in England. 
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But Tyrone was a matnh for tlie cunning of his adTer- 
saries. lie sent to his attorney full power to act in bis 
name : anil, when the lord deputy informed him from 
the kinji, that his presence would be necessary to defeat 
lUe intrigues of the plaintiff, he solicited a. respiti: of 
thirty days, that he might collect money, and make pre- 
parations for the, journey. The request was granted; 
and before the expiration of the terra, Tyrone with his 1606. 
wife, his two younger sons, and nephew ; and Tjrconnel. "^y- 
with his son and brother, lord Dungannon, and thirty 
other persons, embarked In a vessel which had arrived 
from Duiiku-k, and landed in a few days at Quille- 
becque; in Normandy. Jatnes at Orst persuaded him- 
self that they had shaped their course to Spain, and 
would return with the armada, which during tlie sum- 
mer had been collected in the Spanish ports ; the in- 
telligence that they had proceeded through France to 
Brussels gave him leisure to breathe. He demanded 
their persons as traitors; p.nd issued a long proclama- 
tion describing them as men of mean birth, w!io had 
been ennobled only for reasons of state ; of corrupt Not. 
morals, whom no man would think of molesting for 15. 
religion; of rapacious dispositions, who though their 
own rights were not invaded, constantly sought to invade 
the rights of others ; and of traitorous intentions, who 
had designed to raise a rebellion, to invite a foreign 
force into the realm, and to put to death all Irishmen of 
English descent*. But the foreign courts, in defiance 
of his remonstrances, persisted in treating them as exiles 
for their rights and religion. Most of Ihem were ad- 
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milted into the Spanish army in Biabant; Tyrone pro- 
ceeded to Rome, nhere he received a. monthly pension 
of 100 eroivns from the Pope, and of fiOU from the kins 
of Spain''. ° 

As soon as the alarm had subsided, searcli was made 
for the real or supposed associates of the fugitiies. 
Many of their friends suffered in Ulster; several were 
sent for examination to England ; and three gentlemen, 
sir Christopher St. Lawrence, the eldest son of Tyrone, 
and lord Dehin, were secured in the castle of Dublin. 
Nov. Th,e last was tried and condemned: but, on the morning 
->■ appointed for his execution, his warder found the cell 
empty. With the aid of a cord he had escaped out of a 
window on the preceding evening, and mounting on 
horseback, hail reached in safety the castle of Cbch- 
nacter. Proclamations were dispersed, rewards offered, 
and pursuivants despatched in all directions; but so 
trusty were hid confidants, so secret his motions, that no 
trace of hia flifjht could be discovered ; and the first 
time the fugitive appeared in his real character, he was 
seen at court on his knees before the king, soliciting 
mercy, and holding in his hand a long history of the 
wrongs done to his father and to himself. James was 
moved io pity : he admitted as an apology the provoca- 
tions which had been received ; and not only pardoned 
the offence, but raised the suppliant to the higher 
dianily of earl of Westmeatb. The subsequent services 
of Nugent repaid and jusliGed the clemency of hia 
sovereign t. 

Whether O'Dogherty, chieftain of Innishowen, had 
been privy to the designs of Tyrone, may be doubted- 
it IS certain that he had formerly received a blow from 
the hand of Paulet, the governor of Derry, and that he 
burned to wash away the insult with the blood of hU 
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enemj'. A marriage banquet furnished the oppor-16Ci 
tiinjty : ilie party was surprised at table ; and Paulet *P' 
with Ave others fell the victims of revenge. Hart, the 
governor of Culmore, was inucie prisoner. O'Doglierty 
led his captive to the gate of the fortress, demanded to 
parley with the wife of Hart, and allowed her a short 
term lo choose between the df ath of her husband, or the 
surrender of tha place. Her tears and entreaties pre- 
vailed on the pity or cowardice of the garrison ; Cul- 
more supplied the chieftain with artillery, arms, and 
ammunition; and Derry with its castle, submitted to 
his power- This unexpected event excited new hopes 
and foars. Messengers from the exiles exhorted O'Dogh- 
erty to persevere, till they should come to his supportj 
the council strained every nerve to suppress the insur- 
rection, before the arrival of foreign aid. The two first 
attempts ended in the discomfiture of the royalists, who May. 
lost three or four hundred men ; but on the ajiproach 
of Wingfield, marshal of the camp, the chieftain dis- 
mantled the two fortresses, and retired among the bogsjune. 
and mountains. For two months he kept his enemies 
(It bay ; but one morning, exposing himself incautiously, 
he was slain by a random shot, and the voluntary dis- 
persion of his followers put an end to the rebellion*. 

These occurrences opened to the king a fair field for 
the display of his proficiency in the art of legislation, 
which he valued no less highly than his theological 
knowledge. Hy the outlawry of the fugitives, and the 
revolt of O'Dogherty. it was estimated that two millions 
of acres, almost the whole of the six northern counties 
of Cavan, Fermanagh, Armagh, Derry, Tyrone, and 
Tyrconnel. had escheated to the crown. James was 
aware that the endeavours to coloniie Ulster under 
Elizabeth had proved unsuccessful ; but he inquired 
into the causes of the failure, called to his aid the local 
knowledge of the lord deputy Chichester, and after long 

•Bodeiie.m,S66. 539. K8. 341. O' Sullivan. 210. This «titer liilWtlT 
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deliberation de'.ermined to make another trial on a new 
and improved plan. By it the lands to be planted were 
separaled into four portions, of which two wure sub- 
divided info lots of 1000, a third into lots of 1500, and 
a fjurlh inio lots of 2O0O aeres. The larger lots were 
reserred for " undertakers and servitors," tliat is, adven- 
turers of known capital from England and Scotland, 
and the militaiy and civil officers of the crown ; the 
smaller were distributed indiscriminately amoni,' these 
and the natives of the province. It was, however, de- 
termined that the latter should receive their allotuieiitii 
in the plains and more open country ; (he undertakers 
and servitors on the hills and in positions of sti-enyth ; 
that from the first nothing more should be required 
than a crown-rent of a mark for every sixty acren, but 
that the latter should be bound to take the oath of 
supi-emacy and to admit no tenant who was not of 
British origin. Such was the plan; hut in the execu- 
tion it suffered numerous modifications. Of the whole 
district, in many parts mountainous and uncultivated, a 
large portion was never divided at all ; and several of 
the native chieftains, under the plea of loyalty, or hy the 
inHuence of presents, procured giants of their former 
possessions. Yet some hundred thousand acres were 
planted; and the vi-jour of the measure, joined to the 
intermixture of a new race of inhahitants, served to keep 
in awe those turbulent spirits, that bad so often defied 
the authority and arms of the English government*. 

The pp due y of a m arf force, for the 
P h on u esled to sir Antony 

Sh p of m n f r the use of the 

kng+ He proposed he c ea on of a new title of 
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honour, lliat of liaronet, intermediaie between those of 
baron and knight ; that it should be conferred by patent, 
at a fixed price, for the support of the army in Ulater; 
that it should descend to heirs male, and be confined to 
two hundred individuals, gentlemen of three descents, 
and in the actual possession of lands, to the yearly value 
of \00(iL James approved of the scheme; the patents 
were offered at the price of 1095^., the estimated amount 
of the charge of thirty soldiers during three years ; and 
purchasers were found, though in smaller numbers than 
had been expected. It is unnecessary to add that the 
money nfever found its way to Ireland*. 

The tranquillity of the island encouraged the lord 
deputy to announce his intention of now holding a par- 
liament after an interval of seven and twenty years. His 
avowed object was to enact new laws, and to obtain a 
supply for the king; but the catholics suspected a 
further design of imposing on their necks that penal 
code which weighed so heavily on their brethren in 
England. Their fears were first awakened by succes IGIO 
sive proclamations enforcing the penalties of recusancy; '611 
they were confirmed by the copy of a real or pretended 
act transmitted from the council in England to that in 
Irekndt; and an additional alarm was excited by the 
extraordinary exertions of the lord deputy to secure a 
majority in the house of commons. Since the last par- 
liament seventeen new counties had been formed, and 

■' uiih lOO.UOOI.. fur >v]iLcli be MBS piamKed b; llie iMe Ibtd SallBbury, 
" 1.>M tteMBwr, a eood iMomMDce, wblch he never hmL" D.Lrympfe, 
1. 69. 

• In Uu six yaurs nlnety-Duee palrnte wer« lold, niiiBS in all 101.83.1;. 
Res Ab-tnut or tlia king's ceTrno*. 36—38. Ii nupromisnl in ILie 

monihuiikleieriiru'CwscilsbeadiliHl. Suin^n' TraMa, ii. S54. 

^m lh"™MllI^'S''T™v'i"rlinnien'tl ™d°BVs'y per«™ hullBO.Vg'ot 
.iding n priMl, »aj for the Jlul offen™ to pay 40C, for Ihe second to iucur 
■ pismuiilre, fU thn IMrd to BUlTer denlli. S<e U in HibeTD» Dimlai- 
eaiu, 619. 



o.led by Google 



150 JAMES 1. [crap. II. 

forty new boroughs had been incorporated, though most 

of the latter consisted only of a few scattered houses 

built by Ihe undertakers in Ulster. The bids of the 

1612.pa]epresentodai)eti',ion to the council, remonstrating 

Kw. in strong though respectful language against these 

■ illegal incorporations, and demanding that all laws, 

which bad for their object to force consciences, should 

be repealed *. What answer was returned is unknown ; 

but the parliament met. On a division respecting the 

1613, choice of a spealier, it appeared that the protestonta had 

May a ranjority of more than twenty members: but their 

"■• adversaries objected lo many of the returns, thejr seceded 

from the house, and so specious was their cause, bo 

menacing their appearance, that the lord deputy did not 

venture to proceed. He prorogued the parliament, and 

the two parties appealed to the justice of the king. 

During the contest the catholics had presented a 
remonstrance containing the catalogue of their religious 
grievances. They complained that obsolete statutes had 
been of late revived and carried into execution ; that 
their children were not allowed to itudj in fore'gn un' 
vers t es that all Ihe catl ol ca of noble hirth nere ex 
eluded from offices and h nours and e en from the 
mag stracy the r respect e cou t es that ci ol c 
c zens and bu ges. es we e -e no ed from ail si ua ons 
ot power or profit n the d fferent co porat ons that 
catliol c barr stera were ot perm tted lo pie d n tl e 
courts of law and that t e nfe or classes ere 
burdened w th fines excommu (.at on and oler 
pun si ments «h ch reduced them to the 1 nest de_ ee 



id (jentry of _... , _.., ^.. 

" >slHtDiHi«bl,Di>ililli(Tiuwl)j7iiini newly nlied ta gilui. and iiwit 
''tlint LlLBUf-nr boiDUItlbl H-HV iDcorpoTHlcd with lllB Diuat ihoniFFut piir 

mensurvH, nndlhe danger to Iji-Tenri-d rram tlie''«vll.aff^tHaw]kicl, wvif 
- DDiubni by teuvm ot the aLnady ntll«] and inlended planlallon^ ;" 
^ndlopuciT) tlie HBIioii, leat a Ml o'ni, fom^Dtsi!. periiaps, hy lami 
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of poverfy. Id conclusion they prajed that, since per- 
secution could not wean them from their reli^on, th« 
king would adopt a more moderate course, which might 
restore truni|udhty, and provide at the same time for 
his own interests, and those of his people. 

After the prorogation they sent the lords Gorraans- 
town and Dunboyne in the name of the catholic peers, 
and two knights and two harristers in the name of the 
commons, to lay their petition at the foot of the throne. 
To defray the expense of this mission a general collec- 
tion was made throughout the kingdom, and allclasses 
contributed their portion in the face of a prohibitory and 
menacing proclamation *. By James the deputies were 
graciously received; but his itch of talking soon changed 1613. 
him from a judge to a party ; he answered their argu-^'dy 
ments and refuted their claimst. A commission of ' 
inquiry was, however, granted ; and the king, having 
received the report, pronounced his approval of the con- 
duct of the lord deputy, while he left that of the inferior 
officers of the government open to further investigation. 
Chichester himself, with the earl of Thomond, Denham 
the chief justice, and Si. John, the master of the 1614. 
ordnance, attended in England ; the complaints of the ^"b. 
recusants were repeatedly debated during two months ; '• 
and it was conceded that two of the returns to parlia- 
ment were illegal, and that the representatives of 
boroughs incorporated after the writs were issued, had 

■O'Sullinn, Iv.MT. Hflmnk Dominicana, 6^. 
tTheKnelishiwuiirilmiight ro IniiraaBiellie pelillonera, (Winmwd, 

rim, «ml TuJbol to i1w Tiwer. Thujuuil SiuiimIihiI lairlj njuftted t1i8 
depmini power. Sever.! earmca Oaa lilt woik wen, lold brtote Talbol, 
wtib BO ur.let to glTB ill opinfon of ihtii trmh w WmIikhL He Miwhi 
to eviile Iha Uak I7 decliring, Ihit on poials or tuttli ha thcnight with 
the rubolia chnreb i In nolDt of li>;ilil>> lie HeknDvlei)(cd Juuei to bo 
iHwriil ■nd-nuiluDbtMl klnii ot Englanil, SmUand ana lielnod, imd la bin 
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y no right to sit during the session. To the remaining 
• eoTuplaints no particular answer was returned: but 
James sending for tlie deputies, and several Irish loriia 
and gentlemen who had joined (hem, pronounced a 
severe reprimand, and was proceeding to tax them with 
disloyalty on the ground of religion, when lord Delvin, 
falling on his knees, protested that he was and always 
would be fiiithful (o the king, but that' no consideration 
should ever induce him to abjure the worship of his 
fathers; wherefore, if it was supposed that the profes- 
Eion of the catholic faith could not he reconciled with 
the loyalty of a good subject, he begged permission to 
retire to some foreign country, where he might serve his 
God without constraint to his conscience or offence to 
his sovereign. The king was disconcerted by this in- 
terruption; but recovering himself, he said it was not 
to Delvin, but to the others that his words hod been 
directed, who by their resistance to his deputy had in- 
curred his high displeasure; but that he would allow 
them to return to Ireland, in the hope that their ftitufe 
submission would justify his present lenity *. 

The appearance of another proclamation, leaving to 
. the catholic clergy of Ireland the option between aelf- 
hanishraent or death, taught the public to believe that 
the lord deputy had gained a complete victory over his 
opponents. But, however anxious James might feel to 
strengthen the protestant interest in the island, he saw 
that additional persecution, without a larger force than 
be could maintain, would only provoke a general and 
perhaps successful rebellion. He sent Chicheslec bark 
with instructions to soothe rather than iriitate : the 
recusants received private assurances of forbearance and 
indul^'ence; and when the parliament met again, both 
parties appeared to be animated with the spirit Sf recon- 
ciliation and harmony. Every attempt to revive the 
late controversy was silenced; and the two houses joined 

• HibetnU DommiMnB, 626— «S8, Plgwdea, i. App. ivli. 
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in a petition that catholic birristers misht be permitted 
to plead in defiance of the law. With similar unanimity, 
an act was passed recognisinR- the right of James to 
tlie crown; the attainder of Tyrone, Tyrconncl, and IGI5. 
O'Doiiberty, with their oecomplices, and tlie plantation 
or Ulster, were confirmed by Uw ; all statiiles establish- 
ing distinctions between Irishmen of the two races were 
aholishod, and a libei'al subsidy was cheerfully granted 
to the crown*. 

thifhester was succeeded in the office of deputy by 
Oliver St. John, and St. John by Carey, viscount 
Falkland. Under the former an attempt was made, by igig. 
order of the English council, to enforce the legal fine 
for absence from church, and the judges were insti'urted 1618, 
to begin by reporting the names of a few caiholies in F<b. 
each county, likely from the timidity of their disposition "• 
to submit, and from the influence of their station to ilnd 
imitators among the people By FdlkUnd a inostl623. 
menacing procliraation was published, commandinu; J"^ 
every catholic cleigymaii to quit the kmgdom niihin * 
fifty days, under the peril of incurrmir the loA al indig- 
nation, and of suffering the se^eiest penally enjoined by 
the law. But the policy of such measuies was lery 
questionable. They could produce no betit^lit, iiecause 
it was impossible to carry them into eNecutiun, and 
they served to irritate, because the) piovel the hostile 
and intolerant disposition of the government i 

James himself was commced that betore hu could 
extirpate the catholic worship, it would be necessary to 
colonize the other provinces after the example of Ulster. 
New inquiries into defeotiTe titles were instituted, and 
by the most iniquitous proceedings it was made out 
that almost every foot of land possessed by the natives 
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belonged to the crown*. Firat the sea coast hetweeo 
Dubl[n and Waleiford was planted; then came the 
counlieB of Leitrim and Longford ; next followed Kinft's 
county, Queen's oounry, and Westmeaih. James had 
required tliat tlirae-fourilis of the lands should be le- 
Btored to the original occupiers; but his orders were 
disregarded ; the native was fortunate who could recover 
BO much as one-fourlh ; many were stripped of every 
acre which they had inherited frorn their fathers, and 
several septs woro transplanted from the soil that-gave 
them birth, to the remotest parts of the ialandt. From 
Leinster the projectors travelled westwanl, and claimed 
for the king the whole province of Connauglit, anrt the 
adjoining county of Clare, as having formerly belonged 
to the earl of Ulster. In the reign of Elizabeth it had 
been agreed that the occupiers of this extensive district 
should surrender all their lands, and receive them back 
on certain conditions. The agreement was performed 
hv the inhabitants ; but the patents, for some unknown 
reason, were not delivered. To supply the defect, in 
the Iltirleentli of James, they made a second surrender, 
1623.received the patents, and pnid three thousand pounds as 
the price of enrolment in chancery. Within four years 

•Cnrte'a Ormon"!,! 26. "Whep- no i;iBnt ftppflnrpil, or DD descent or 
*cbilvnaDce1upuniuu«ofitmulil IwprwM, Ihu lanitinLtiniiDiHlLdtdljr 

•l0^d»ard II tiiai>°HinityV11.hBd1>HD»sDiiii!db;pirlknicnr,nnil 
■■ Itie l.ndi of nlliil>«ni«>andof»Jl ih»l were driven oiitUy ihe Irish, 
" were by leiiou! Mil Te«t.-d ugain iu tin cmwn. . . Kor did e?™ luler 

^s?Ih»ttmelliatlbey<r™i.iBto.. . .or Ifth-mlentipMKd inlreladS 

"m7o?!SUmUiM u'lo mSTt'n lTw.'?^h"h i. liui'lfSl enougl. lu 
" Biro-dloK tliom) Uieio woe sn iurt of Ibe ;nii( xud of the «i»ie Ihil nu 
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it was discovered that, throiif;li the malice or neglect of 
the officers, the enrolment had not been made ; and 
Jamea was advised to tike advantage of the omission, 
and to re assert liis right to the whole country. But 
the firm and menacing languas;e of the occupiers 
alarmed Ihe mind of the king; they protested against 
the injustice of the measure, and liinted a resolution to 
keep by tho sword, what they had rightfully inherited 
from their ancestors. A composition was proposed. 
James renewed the patents for a liouhie annual rent, 
and a fineof tO,OOOi. ; and the inhabitants congratulated 
themselves on their fortunate escape from the rapacity 
of the juojectors and of the sovereign*. 

Such was the state of Ireland at the death of the 
king. Civil injury had been added to relisious oppres- 
sion. The natives, whom the new sjalem had despoiled 
of their property, or driven from the place of their 
hirtli, retained a deep sense of the wrongs which they 
sufTeied : and those, who had hitherto eluded the grasp 
of the ser\ilors and undertakers, pitied the fate of their 
countrymen, and execrated a government from which 
they expected in a few years a similar treatment. 
Tliere was, indeed, a ialse and treacherous appearance 
of tianqnillity ; and James tlattered his vanity wilh the 
persuasion, that he had established a new order of 
things, the necessary prelude to improvement and civili- 
zaliiin. In a short time his error became manifest. 
He had sown the seeds of antipathy and distrust, of 
irritation and revenge ; his successor reaped the harvest, 
in the feuds, rebellions, and massacres, which for yea» 
convulsed and depopulated Ireland. 

• CMt». I. 3t-V. 
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Inahara— riw Oimily ofllip LukM— Sit Wnllor Ral^i^h— Tlw P«l«tiB» 

Tiignice of Bacon 'WIIHinis made Lorcl Keeinr— Kamielde hy Allh- 
bishop Ahlul-DlDnitlon liMwnn the Klnii^n.l IheCominoDi-Mnr. 



Undbr archbishop Bancroft the church had been 
" purged" of the non-confoi'mist minislera. Fines and 
imprisonmeTit, and deprivation, had taught a wholesome 
lesson, and the less obstinate persuaded themsehes that 
it was lawful to submit in silence to that which, though 
they might condemn, they could not prevent. At the 
death of Bancroft the prelates recommended for his 
successor, Andrews, bishop of Ely ; James preferred 
Abbot, bishop of London, not, however, as he lold him, in 
reward of his own merit, but of that of his palron^ the earl 
of Dunbar*. Abbot did not inherit that stern spirit of 
orthodoxy which distinguished his predecessor: Ihou^h 
he approved uf (he established discipline himself, he 
respected the scruples, and connived at the disobedience 
oC others ; and his moderation, as it was called by his 
friends, though his enemies termed It a culpable and 
treacherous indifference, encouraged some of the puritan ■ 
preachers to establish separate and independent con- 
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gregationa on the following basis ; 1°, that it was unlaw- 
ful toailopt in the wursliip of God any form or ceremony 
not expressly warranted in scripture ; 2°. that each con- 
gregation is a distinct church, independent of all others ; 
3°. that the pastor of every such congrejTation is supreme 
under Christ, and exempt from the control or censure uf 
any other minister*. 

In proportion as the metropolitan inclined towards 
Puritanism, he displayed the most active antipathy 
a:iainst the professors of the ancient faith. But his 
vehemence was checked by the moderation of James, 
who, less prodigal of human blood than his female pre- 
decessor, less willing to pass in the estimation of foreign 
princes for a sangumary persecutor, preferred more 
lenient punishments to that of death. Though the 
prisons were crowded with priests t, yet during the long 
lapse of eleven years, from 16117 to 1618, the number of 
those who suffered as traitors for the exercise of their 
functions, amounted only to sixteen ; a most laraentahla 
falling off in the estimation of men, who had been 
accustomed to feast their zeal with an equal number of 
similar executions in the course of twelve months t' 

The lay catholics were still liable to the fines of recu- 
sancy from which the king, according to his own 
account, received a net income of 36 000/ per annum j 
But the statute of 1606 hai seitrelv a.r^ra\ated their 
sufferings. They were repeatedly summoned to take 
the new and disputed oath of allegiance Non attend 
»nce at church was visited with e\ooiQmunicition and 
the civil consequences of that ecclesiastn,al sentence, 
and the refusal of the oath subjected them to perpetual 
imprisonment, and the penaltiea of premunire When 
the king in 1616, preparatory to the Spam>h match, 
granted liberty to the catholics confined undei the penal 
^ws, four thousand prisoners obtained their dischaige 

t Thev were "jc'haqdwJiq LGSi. Ellis.'iffiginil L^lieti, tii. 138 
t CbnUonor, a. IB-IMI. | Hatdwicke p«p*ii, i. 446. 
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Such at least was the numijer accordinc to the jiiiritan 
writers, whose zeal most bitterly laments tliat so many 
idolaters should be let loose to pollute a. soil, purified 
by the true doctiinea of ibe gospel *. 

Anotlier grievance arose from the illegal extorliiins of 
th p t A m d vitl w f m 1 m {, 
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1 w f t Uy p k d f 1 1 

wl h pl t J 1 d h most III ff t 
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was conducted to prison, unleen he would redeem him- 
self by the paymeai of a large bribe -f. These excesses 
attracted the notice of parliament: a promisa of reilress 
was given ; and a royal proclamation proved, but did 
not abolish, the prevalence of the evilj. 

•N«U. I»rtii,c a Oflho inlolennt piinctpl«> ohicb i^vailfd » 

lunli of Ilia muucil, bj Busntny (hat tha; hul •uliciU'd Ibe klii| lu uudi 
lulpntiun to tha cilfaulici, bul bad brm inRnihlly uinni«d by arrh. 
Wjbwi Abbot »n.l Ibe lord Zouoli. WhwillM lunlg deliverrd Hitii 
Nuclhnmiiloii yrsi liUla ibon of hisll'lre.Hiii. beciute .o ndvLw lokrUion 
■lis loadiUe the king i^uIubI ihc ili^ti and dlinilT oT bli croiinj the 
bishop uT l^iodoD anil tho cncl at Shiawsbury piavcri tlui ibry miL-lit 
UBvecliveto »^ tbo dayitbui uUciatioD iboulil b»j[WDl«a; "nil flie 
accbtriahop Did, lia vould Oiatleaily declare thai to nub cant Ibe kioi 
■DUldeeaHto be (he dcfeoder, and uouM become Uic belniypi. of lli<< 
fuitli. In eaBcluHou tl» dfUuqamia weie neieiall; ad]iid4iiJloliB«ono 
ear, to poy ■ Urfc'a Due, and to anlTer perntual faintlMmmiHit. Bilrict 
tvm ■ ptinte lelter in my poHeuian, itiicd London, Hay 9, 1613. 
tFroBipiivalalatlafa m my puneailan. ■'Nflhet nol noi pan, mn 
^^"i "" '''*'■ "" J^'^S nor anta tbing aMiapelt Uu-li hand.." 
^_ I " Under eokior of cattaln neneral dormant wunntilhey iuTe com- 
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Besides the catholics and puritana there wan a third 
class of religionists obniwious to the law, the unitarians, 
few ia number, but equally unwilling to abjure iheir pe- 
culiar doctrines. One of these, by name Bartholomew 
Legat, was uonvented before the episcopal court in St. 
Paul's, and charged with a denial of the trinity. His 
obstinacy was proof against the argumenla of the pre- 
late; it resisted even the theology of the king. The 1613 
bishop delivered him over to the secular power, and™* 
James ordered him to be burnt in Smithfltld. Three j^ 
weeks later Edward Wrighlman, who to the denial of 
the trinity added the assertion that he was the holy 
spirit promised in the scriptures, suffered a similar late April 
at Norwich*. "God,'' observes Fuller, "may seem H- 
" well pleased with this seasonable severity ; for the fire 
" thus kindled quickly went out for want of fewell." 
Yet another unitarian was discovered and condemned to 
expiate his errors at the stake: but James, informed of 
the murmurs uttered by the spectators at the former ex- 
ecutions, prudently saved him from the flames, and im- 
mured him in a dungeon for life +. In this conduct he 
persevered lo the end of his reign, and the fire went out, 
not through want of fuel, but through the policy or the 
humanity of the sovereign. 

From these instances of religious intolerance we may 
turn to the civil transactions which filled up the residue 
of James's reign. While the king was in Scotland, 
Bacon hail taken possession of his office. The vanity of 
the new lord keeper, the state which he displayed, and 
the consequence which he assumed, excited ridicule and 
contempt. But his preferment was an instruciive lesson 
to sir Edward Coke, to whom the favourite had offered 
Lis protection, as soon as he would consent to the mar- 
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riage of his daughter (a rich heiress) with Buckingham's 
brother, sir John Villiers. Coke at first hail refuseJ ; 
he now signifled his acquies'Njnre through his filenii 

1617. Will wood, the secretary. The jealousy of Bacon was 
alormcd. He wrjte to dissuade the king from (living 
liis fonseat, and «iicourBged the opposition of lady Hat- 
ton, the wife of Coke, whose pride it was to mortify her 
husband. The two ladies, the mother and daughter, 

July, disappeared, and were secreted first at the house of sir 
Edmund Wilhipole, near Oatlanda, and next in that of 
lord Argyle, at Hampton Court, Coke's application for 
a search warrant was refused by Bacon, but granted by 
Winwood : and tlie father, with the aid of twelve armed 
men, broujjht away his daughter Irom her retreat. In 
tho search some acts of violence had occurred, strictly 
lawful in the opinion of Coke, breaches of the peace in 
tliat of Bacon. The former was called to answer for his 
conduct before the council, and threatened with a prose- 
cution in the star-chamlier : but the king undertook his 
defence, and the pride of Bacon was soon humbled in 
the dust. James wrote to him a leltsr of reprimand, 
Buckingham one of reproach, with a very significant 
hint that he who had made, could also unmake him at 
2S. pleasure. The answer of the lord keeper was submissive 
and deprecatory: but it unfortunately contained an ex- 
pression which was deemed insulting both to the mo- 
narch and the favourite, a dark insinuation that, as 
Buckingham was running the same course, he might 
meet with the same fate, as Somerset*. This second 
• Sea [be Iftter \a Bacon'! u-nrka; ■' I know him lo be nslnrally a vlia 
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afTront called for additional punishment, which Bacon 
only esrapu 1 by a ta of de^ailntion and protestations of 
pen n On he k n s I'eturn he solicited, and wivt 
f ed a tie jal presence. He waited un 

B I 1 am aa 1 ta n I several hours in Ihe ante- 
I ti b a d wa h d [uissed without any apology. 
He u ed the n t da : hia servility softened tho 
e tme t f hsp t o and the lordTiCeper, falling 
at the feet of the yoan„ favourite, most piteously im- 
plored forgiveness. A reconciliation of all tiie parties 
followed : Coke was again sworn of the privy osuncil ; 
Villiers received the hand of his wealthy but reluctant IBIS, 
bride; and Bacon, as tlie reward of hia repentance, ob-"'^"- 
tained the appointment of lord chancellor, with a pension 
of 12O0/. a year, besides the emoluments of his ofBce*, July 
and the title of lord Verulam. '2- 

Buckingham now reigned without control. He hail 1616. 
rapidly obtained the dignities of baron, viscount, earl, Aug. 
and marquess: had been made privy councillor and ^g ■ 
knight of the garter ; and had succeeded to the place of j^^ ' 
ma&ter of the hnrse on the removal of the earl of Wor- 3. 
cester, which he afterwards exchanged for that of lord 161S. 
high admiral, on the forced resignation of the earl ofJ*"- 
Nottingham. Peerages were created, offices distributed, ' 
and ecclaaiastical preferments conferred at his pleasure: 
his inttuence extended into the courts of law, and every 
department of government; and crowds of applicants 
for his favour, peers, prelates, and commoners, were all 
careful to purchase it by large presents of money, or the 
grant of an annuity on their salaries and emoluments. 
James appeared to rejoice in the wealth and authority 
of his favourite, was never happy but in his company, 
and made him both tho depository of his secrets and the 
arbiter of his pleasures. Undor the auspices of Buck- 
ingham the court assumed a gayer appearance than it 
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had worn of late years : balls, and masks, and festivitios, 
hastily TDllowed each other; and with them were inter- 
mixed, to graliry the Inste of the monarch, the most 
quaint conceits, low buffoonery, and ridiculous decep- 
tions *. James had already scandalized the puritans by 
the allowance of certain pastimes on Sundujst; this 
round of dissipation at Whitehall filled them with pain 
and horror. They declaimed against the libertinism of 
the court, exaggerated the danger to which female virtue 
was exposed amidst a crowd of licentious gallants, and 
openly^nccused the king of knowin<r and abetting the 
flagrant immoralities of his fLtvourite % , 

Buckingham bad soon weeded out the friends and de- 
pendents of tlie fallen Somerset: he now ventured to 
attack his father-in-law, Ihe eavl of Suffolk, lord trea- 
surer, charging him with peculation in the discharge of 
his high office. James expressed an inclination to spare 
the earl a trial on his submission ; but Suifolk stood on 
his innocence, and was condemned in the star-chamber 
t^ imprisonment in the Tower, and a fine of 3U,000^. 
In a short time the fme uas moderated, and the prisoner 
regained his liberty, but with an inlimation that the 
king expected his two sons to resign their places in his 
household, which he meant to bestow on the dependents 
of the favourite. But the e&rl had too much spirit to 

•WeliJoB.91. AuLcoq. 263. Wilson, S3. 101. It wosiiroi.ablj tn allii- 

thequnn, Knd BDCkiDKbno, the kin;; wu Itequmily addcFUMl witli llw 

t Collier, ii. 71'- During hi* retam fmmSnitl4nd he publicly rtwtBred 

"■ildiii Doi L^m hflvliig Miy-^uwi. Whiriun.AU^, and Uuvils-diiiic-i, 

" Ihnt WDVh'R ihnulcl hare Mnva to wry rHshn to tlwchurub b,r rl,e ile- 
** eorinji vf 11, Bftoniing lu tbeb olJ cutlom.^' Tlilt poimlifllou, liuwwtr, 

tilt, name dny alMudwl iHvioe KiiKa. Uny SO, 16119. Somen,' Tincii, 

'l ■'■ There 1* nol » lobby or chBr..ber (if ilcouW speak) bul«oul.l -eiilT 
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Bubmit, and he forbade his sons, whatever might be fha 
consequence to himself, to part with their offiues unless 
by absolute force ". 

Another trial, singular in all its ciicumstances orcu- 
pied at Ihe same tilne the attention of the king. ' Wil- 
liam Cecil, calleil in right of his mother lord Hoos, had leis 
married the daughter of secretary Lake; and the iiextFtk 
year, quitting the kingdom without leave, sent a chal- I2- 
lenge from Calais to her brother. It was at first given """ 
out that his departure had been caused by a dispute re-^*^' 
specting the settlement on his wife ; afterwards it was 
attributed to her detection of an incestuous commerce 
between him and Frances, the second wife of his grand- 
father, the earl of Exeter. That lady was indignant at 
a report so injurious to her honour ; she traced it to the 
lady Lake and her daughter, and immediately appealed 
for justice to the court of the star-chamber. Tlie de- 
fendanls produced in their favour a written instrument, 
purporting to be aeonfession of guilt in the hand-writing 
of tlie countess herself; asserted that she had delivered 
it to them in the presence of lord Roos and bis Spanish 
eervant Diego, standing at the great window in the long 
mom at Wimbledon ; and brought fonvatd Sarah Swar- 
ton, the chambermaid, who swore that, being concealed 
behind the hanging at the opposite end, site had seen 
and heard all that passed. James, who prided himself 
oir his sagarity in the detection of forgeiy and imposture, 
determined to unravel this mystery. He privately de- 
spatched a messenger to lord Roos in Italv, who with 
Diego took his oath on the sacrament that the whole 
tale was a fiibrit^tion -V. With this ground for suspicion 1618 
the king compared the written document with the let- June 
ters of the countess, and disco\'ered a discrepancy in the 27. 
hands; and then riding unexpectedly to Wimbledon, 
convinced himself that Swarton could nut have been 
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concealed behind tha hanf^ings, nor have beard what 
1fil9.was said at the window. The British Sulomoti now took 
^*'^- his seal among the judges in ihe atar-chamher ; five ilajs 
^- were ocRupied'^ with the pleadings ; on the sixtli day lady 
Itoos acknowledged that the instrument had been forged 
with the privity of hoc father and mother ; and judg- 
13. ment was pronounced that, in consideration of her re- 
pentance and confes.ion, she should only suffer confine- 
ment during the royal pleasure, that Swarton should be 
whipped at a cart's tail, and do penauco in the church 
of St. Martin, and that sirThomas and lady Lake should 
pay a fine of lO.OOOZ. to the king, and damages to the 
amount of SOOOi. to the countess, and should also be im- 
prisoneil till they made their submission*. It is pro- 
bable that the court came to a correct decision, with 
respect to the guilt of the parties : but, whether it did 
or not, the case taken in all its bearings will leave a very 
unflivouralile notion of the morality of the age ; and, if 
we couple it with the scene of iniquity disclosed by the 
history and trials of the earl and countess of Somerset, 
will convince ua that at this period the most shameful 
and degrading vines wore not uncommon among pei'sons 
of the first rank and cansidecation in the stated. 

About the same time a more interesting, but more 
distressing scene, was opened to the public by the last 
adventures and the subsequent fate of ihe gallant but 
unprincipled sir Walter Raleigh. After his convictioi. 
in 1603, he had remained thirteen years a prisoner m 
Ihe Tower ; but the earl of Northumberland, the Mcc»- 
nas of the a-'e. had converted that abode of misery mto 
a temple of the muses. Raleigh was g^pdually inspired 
by the genius of the place ; at first he endeavoured 

Samr of jiutSe. EUii.OripnslUllen.m.m 
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10 siilacc the tuiliuiii of confinement by the study of che- 
uiiiiliy: tlieuce lie proceeded to difforenl branches of 
liCeiBLure ; and two years btfure his enlaigement pub- 
lished his celebrated liistory of tho woHd. The appear- 
ance of this work tunied every eye once more upon him. 
Men bad hithect* considered him as an adventurer and 
a courtier ; they noW stood in astonishment at his mul- 
(ifarious acquirements, his deep research, his chronolo- 
gical knowledge, and his various acquaintance with tho 
Grecian and rabbinical wiiteis though in realty that 
acquaintance appears to haiebeen deined from ler^ions 
in the Latin language Admiration for his talents be- 
got pity for 'tis fate and pr nee Henry was heaid to 
say, that no man besides his father would keep suth a 
hii-din acage*. 

For a Ion" time his confinement was attributed to the 
influence oP bis political enemy the eail of Salisbury. 
But. James appeared equallj inexonWe after the death 
of that minister his resolition i as pioot ogamst the 
inleicession of. his son of his queen and of Jii, brother- 
in-law the king of Denmark ; it yielded only to the soli- ^14 
citations of his favourite, whose services had been pur- Mar. 
chased by the prisoner, on the condition that ho should 
pay 1 500/. to Buckinj^ham's uncles sir William St. John 
and sir Edward Villiers. Still Raleigh remained under 
seiilence of death. James )?ave him liberty, but refused 
him pardon ; and fearful of his talents, mistrustful of his 
tovalty, he sought to contain him within tlio bounds of 
duty, by reminding him that his fate itill dependod on 
the' mere pleasure of his sovereign. 

In 1584 Raleigh had oblained from queen Elizabeth 1.184- 
a patent, the copy of one previously granted to liis ute- Mar. 
rine brother sir Humphrey Gilbert, and pruhably drawn '' 
after the papal granls of former ages. It f^ave to him, 
his heirs, and assigns, full power to discover and suh- 
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>■ ent nature, the discovwy of the fabulous empire of 
Guiana, its iiinakulablo riches, and its goldBn citj- of 
Manoa, called by the Spanish adrenlnrers, El Dorado. 
At Trinidad he was received by the Spaniards, as on 
his voyage to Virginia, and exchanges in the way of 
trade were amieabiy made between the strangei's and 
the garrison ; but Raleigh, watching his opportunity, 
surprised and massarred the Runrd, reduced to ashes the 
town of St. Joseph, and carried away Bereo, the Kovernor, 
who had previously made an establishment in Guiana •»■. 
With this officer for a guide, and without apprehen- 
sion of an enemy tii intercept hia return, he saileil fear- 
les-sly lo the mouth of the Orinoco, and advanced in 
boats above a hundred miles up the river, giving out to 
the natives that he was their tri'end and protector, who 
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had curae in search of the Spanini'dB; the commnn enomy 
of both. Fuia weeks were spent in the survej- uf l))o 
country and in communications with the iiihabiian,*, 
when the waters suddenly rose, the boats couid no 
longer stem ihe rapidity of the current, and the adven- 
turers, abandoning thsmselves to the stream, were car- 
ried back through a thousand perils lo their vesseU. 
The discoveries which he liad made, rather irritated than 
satisfied the curiosity of Raleigh, He had gained little 
to indemnify him for the expense of the voyage, but he 
had seen eno\i^ to quicken his hopes, and to stimulate 
him to further exertions. 

The accooirt which he published after his return 
pro\-es him to have been amaster in tbe art of puffing*. 
The riches of the natives, the fertility of the soil, end 
the salubrity of the climate, were painted in the most 
seductive colours; numbers offered to share with him 
the charges of another expedition ; and several ships 
successively sailed to Guiana, and returned to England, 
but without farming any settlement, or making any 
additional discovery. These failures Raleigh attributed 
to the inexperience or misconduct of the leaders : he 
was acquainted with the natives, and the situation of 
iheir mines; were he pennittfd to go out, he would 
make Guiana to England what Peru had been to Spain, 
It was a bold and hazardous huast; for his own narra- 
tive shows that of the gold mines ho knew nothing more 
tlian what he conjectured from the appearance of ihe 
surface, and what he inferred from the casual assertion 
of a native, the guide of captain Koymis. But he con- 
tinued to press the subject on the attention of secretary 

• • The commoD loldler ihall here finlit fbr golrt. and ja-j htmK'ir, Id- 
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leiO-Winwoml, till that minister, dazzled by the prospect, 
Aui-. presented liia peliiion to the king, and obtained for him 
*"■ tlie pemiission which he suught. 

1617. Gondomar. the Spanish ambassador,- was supposed to 
■ have acquired considerable influence over the royal mind, 
by the adroitness of his flattery, and the brilliancy of 
his wit. He was not slow to discover the design of 
Raleigh, and complained to the king, that he had au- 
thorized that, which was in reality a piratical expedition 
against the Spanish settlements in South America, 
James sent fur the patent, revised and corrected it with 
his own band. While he i;ave to the adventurers the 
power of trading and defendins^ themselves, he refused 
that of invading or subduing others*. He oven limited 
their trade to countries inhabited by savage and infidel 
nations : not conlenl with this; he expressly forbade Ra- 
leigh to offer any offence to the subjects of his allies, 
particularly to those of the kingof Spain ; and for greater 
security required from him a statement in writing of the 
place where he purposed to trade, and of the force which 
he intended to take out. Gondomar, by means with which 
we are unacquainted, obtained a sight of this paper; 
and a copy of it, with a reinforcement of soldiers, was 
forwarded to his brother, the governor of St. Thomas t. 

While Raleigh's ship, the ■' Destiny," of thirty-six 
guns, lay in the river, Le received some visits from Des- 
maretz, the French ambassador J. They may have ori- 
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of a contagious disease, and more, among h m as 
the comwander-in-chief, were reduced by sickviess to 
the last stale of debility. To add to their distress, they 
learned that a Spanish fleet was cruising to inievcepl 
them in the neighbouring seas. Under these cicciim- 
stan^es it was determined that the fleet should remain 
at anchor, while two hundred and fifty men in boats 
under the guidance of Keyrais, and the command oflVc. 
Raleigh's nephew, should proceed up the Orinoco, and >^^ 
take possession of the supposed mine. They ^^^WJ^^ 
near the settlement of St. Tbomas; a battle ensued; the g, 
eovemor was killed, and (he town was occupied by the 
conquerors •. But to cross a branch of the river, and to 

- Hie M"i|y<UX XIlI.l «li"ihi 
• gall, ood Iha pnanvuvo « D 
■ Aucrr liBduowl, or proscnl, m 
' martini law Mdeliui ibB utoT 
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advanoe to the mountaina in the face of the enemy, whs 
an entcriirise of sireat difficulty and danger: and after 
a shurt consultation, the adventurers set El's to the 
town, and repairing to tlieir boats, hastened to rejoin 
their countrymen at Ti'inidad, 

Their return plunged the unfortunate Raleigh into 
the deepest distress. His son had fallen in the attack 
of the town: the mine, on the existence of which he 
had staked his head, had not been even discovered ; 
arid the plunder of the settlement was too incansiiierable 
io atone for bis disohedience to the royal command. In 
the anguish of his heart he poured out a torrent of 
invective against Keymis, who having endeavoured in 
Tain lo pacify his commander, retired to his cabin and 
put an end to his life. Raleijrh's only remaining hope 
ivas to redeem his eliaractor by' some desperate enter- 
prise, and to return to En«;land with suCheient spoil to 
purchase his pardon. But with the loss of his good 
fortune he had forfeited the confidence of his followers ; 
ship after ship abandoned his flag ; the men under his 
immediate command mutinied and split into parties ; 
ind, after an unsuccessful attempt to slink away on the 
le coast of Ireland, he returned to tbe harl)iiur of Ply- 
mouth, but whether by choice or com|iuldin is un- 

Here misfortune seemed to have subdued hisi-.i..ra«;e, 
and perplexed his understanding. He he^iitutud be 
tween the different expedients which suggested Ibem- 
selves to his mind, till he precipitated himself into the 
snare which had been prepared by his enemies. He was 
certain of an asylum in France, and a bark lay ready to 
convey him across the Channel. He proceeded towards 
it, turned back, fixed another evening for the attempt, 
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ind then refused to keep his appointment. In a short, 
timu he wa* arrested by bia kinsman Stukeley, vice 
ailmir.il of Devon, who liad received orders to conduct 
liEin to London. Tlie horrors of the Tuwer immediately Julr 
ru.slieil on his imagination; from Manourie, a Freiiiih 27. 
empiric, bis nrarder, he purchased drugs that proToSted 
the most violent retchings, and aqua fortis, with wliich 
tie produced pimples and blisters on his forehead, nose, 
lirenst, arms, and legs : he was found in his shirt on all 
fiiurs on the ground, gnawing lie rusbes, and person- 
»lin|^ madness : and three physicians, whom Stukeley 
considred, agreed in pronouncing him in urent though 
iMt immediate danger. He was then in the neis^hhour- 
lnH'd of Salisbury. James lay in that city, and unwil- Aug 
ling lo introduce a prisoner under an infectious disease '• 
into the Tower, the king assented to the petition of his 
friends thai he might be eonHned for a short time to his 
own houfe. This was his real object. Captain King 
was in^tantly despatched to provide a ship for his escape : 
but Manourie, to whom he had conSded the secret, be- 
trayed it to Stnkeley ; and Raleigh, observing that he 
was more closely watched, purchased llie promise of 
connivance from' his kinsman with the present of a 
valuable jewel, and a bond for the payment of 1000/. 
But Stukeley was a traitor, acting under instructions to 
procure, by every device in his power, evidence of 
Raleigh's connexion with France, and daily adveiti^ing 
the council of every transaction regarding bis prisoner. 
At Brentford Raleigh received a visit fiom de Chesne, 
secretary of Le Clerc, the French resident ; in London 
lie had a private interview with that minister himself, 
who offered hiin the use of a Frencli hark in the river, 
with a letter 'addressed to the governor of Calais. He 
yroftrred, however, the ship provided for him by cnptain 
King, and at tlie appointed time disguised himself, and, 3 
I'uing accompanied by King, Stukeley, and Stukdey's 
HI I. to'ik a boat to sail down the river lo Gravesend. A 
u'i.i'U'y which appeared to follow them excited his ap- 
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prehensions: tiie tide failing they were obliged to land 
at. Greenwich ; and Stukeley, as soon as lie was joined 
by the men from the wherry, arrested Kin;;, aad con- 
ducted Raleigh to a neighbouring; tavern. The nest 

Aug. day the fu^iiive was coinmitted to the Tower; Le Clero 
'■ was forbidden the court, and soon afterwards sent out of 
the kingdom*. 

On the first receipt of the intelligence from America. 
Oondoniar had repaired to James, extlaiminji, " Piratas, 
piratas, piratas." Hts sense of tiie insult offared to his 
sovereign was quickened by reaeniment for the blood of 
bis brother ; niir did he cease to ilemand satisfaction tilt 
he was recalled to Spain, with an intimation that this 
was the last appeal which his master would make to the 
juslice of the kin<; of Great Biilain*. But the anger 
of James required no incitement from others. In his 
estimation, the conduct of Raieigh amounted to a 
personal injury. That adventurer had invaded tho 
territory of a friendly power, and endangered the amity 
between Spain and England, in defiance of the prohibi- 
tion of James himself, and with the knowledge that the 
royal word had been pledged for his peaceable demeanour. 
With this feeling, the king offered to the choice of 
Philip, to send the offenders at once to Spain, or tu 
inJIiyt on them prompt and exemplary punishment in 
England. Five weeks elapsed before the answer was 
received ; and during that iulervai Raleigh was harassed 
in the Tower with repeated examinatiuus befure a com- 
mittee of privy councillors, and subjected to the per- 

^pt- fidious friendsliip of his kee[>er, sir Thomas Wilson; 
who liad received the usual instructions, to worm himself 
into Ihe confldence of his prisoner, to note down every 
unguarded expression which fell from his lips, and to 
draw from him, by arlful questions or suggestions, such 
avowals, as might justify the fate to which he was 

• Ci.^y. ii. App. 91-.1IM. S^iD«i' Trocti. iL 431— 1.36. Baumei, iL 
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already doomed But the caution of Raleigh balked 
the ingenuity of the spy, and in his answers to the 
commis'iioners, though lie admitted the deceit winch ho 
had practised on the king, bj feigning sickness, he 
maintained tlie uprightness of his uitentioni, and ev- 
plained awiy the most questionable paits ot his con Urt. 
duct* At length armed the an-wer of Phihp, that m 
his opinion the punishment ou^ht lo be inllicted w here 
the engagement was originally <-ontra-ted James then 
consulted the judges, who replied, that Raleigh, remain- 
ing under sentence of death, had all along been dead in 
law ; he could not, therefore, be brought to Inal fur any 
subsequent offence, but, in contemplation of his more ■ 
■recent conduct in sacking and burning the town ot ht. 
Thomas, the judgment passe^l on him in the first year of 
the kinji; might with justice be carried into eseculion. i» 
Four days later he was placed at the bar of his kings 
bench: he pleaded that his commission, by giving him 
power d life and death over others, was equivalent to a 
pardon; but the chief justice interrupted him saying, 
tiiat in cases of treason pardon <Muld not be implied, but 
must be expressed; and after a suitable exhortation, 
conceived in terms of respect unusual on such o^o^^ions, 
ended with these wonls, " execution is granted t_ Ka- 
leiiih, from the moment he despaired of saving his Ijte, 
displayed a fortitude wo.lhy of hi« character He 
■•was'- says the divine who attended him, "the most 
" fearless of death that was ever known, and the most 
"resolute and confident; yet with reverence and oon- 
'■ science When I began to encourage hira against the 
.' fear of death, he made so slight of it that I wondered 
" at him. When I told him that the dear sen-ants of 
"God in better causes than his, bad shrunk back and 
"trembled a little, he denied not. bat gave God thanks 
" ho never feared death, and much less tlien ; lor it 
"was but an opinion and imagination: and the manner 

. .,..:. ^_49e. t H„„ell-.a.at.Trialfcii.31 
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" of death, though to others it might seem |;i-ievoua, yet 
. " he had ratlier die so than of a burning fever *." 
gg- His cheerfulness onlheseaffold proved that these were 
' not idle vaunts. Holding hia notes in his hands, he 
enumerated and refuted several charges, wliich hud been 
made against him; that he had received a commission 
from tile king of France, had spoken disrespectfully of 
his own sovereign, had accused the lords Doitcasier and 
Carew of advising him to escape, and had formerly, at 
the execution of Essex, openly rejoiced at the fall of his 
enemy. But bis speech disappointed the curiosity of hia 
liearers. He rasde no allusion to the treas'on for which 
he had been originally condemned, nor sought to justify 
thec«nduct which had brought him to the scaffold t. 
Haying taken his leave of the lords who were present, 
he asked for the axe, and. ieeling the edge, observed 
with a smile, that it was a sharp medicine, but a phy- 
sician for all diseases. He then laid his liead on the 
block, and gave the signal ; but the slowness of the 
executioner provoked him to exclaim, " Why dost thou 
" not strike ? Strike, man !'" At the second blow his 
head was severed from his body. 

The fate of Raleigh excited much commiseration. 
There was a general belief that he had been unjustly 
condemned in the first instance, and the national an- 
tipathy to Spain made li^ht of his more recent offence. 
The king was, accused of having sacrificed to the inter- 
ested representations of Gondomar one of the most 
gallant officers and most enlightened men among his 
subjects. Yet, if we impartially consider the circura- 
Btance.? under which the expedition originated, and the 
illegal manner in wliieh it had been conducted, we must 
confess thiit the provocation was great, and Ihe punish- 
ment not undeserved. Raleigh indeed alleged that the 
Spanish town was built on the king's own land, of which 

IrftJ'in J(""" ™ J"i'«J' "- ISa.' 's^mlia' Tracla, ii.«8. Tounson'. 
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he had taken possession fo the Engl sh c own in 1591. 
But this plea could not be ma ta ed If discovery 
gave light, the Spaniaids uero he f! d s overers; if 
possession, they had been n p sse s on upwards of 
twenty yeaw. 

Among those who (oak an n e n he fale of 
Raleigh was the queei). He p n To public amuse- 
ments had long ago ceased ad he la e part of her 
life was passed in privacy a G eenw h and Hampton 
court, or her history, after the death of her eldest son, 
we know little more than that she recommended Vdliera 
to the king, and afterwards requested him in I'cturn to 
intercede for the life of Raleigh. She was even then 
sufTering under a dropsical complaint, which in a few 
months consigned her to the grave. By the vulgar her 1619. 
death was supposed to have been announced by the Mnr. 
appearance of a comet in the preceding autumn : while ** 
the more learned, with equal credulity, considered that 
phenomenon as the harbinger of the events to which I 
must now call the attention of the reader *. 

During sixteen years James had wielded the sceptre 
in peace: before the close of his reign he was reluctantly 
dragged into a war by the ambition of his son-in-law, 
and the enthusiasm of his people. The cause originated 
in a distant clime, in a quarrel respecting the site of 
churches amid the mountains of Bobemia ; but that 



pioyvd by tlieiu ni public fworeiflor at Verona hdiI Padun, tid wa^ quirk] j 
IHCferrM to Uw bisiiDpric ot Segna, «nil ilieucA inuifll;it#U 1o llh- arch- 
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quarrel was connected with ri'ligion ; and in an age mad 
with religious fanaticism, iha most trilling prgvocalioii 
was suffident to arcay one half of Europe in bailie 
against the other. The fifth article of the edict of peace, 
published by the emperor Rodolph, had established 
freedom of reli^on in Bohemia: by an agreement be- 
tween the communicants under one kind, and the com- 
municants under bath kinds (so they were distin- 
guished), it was stipulated that the latter should have 
liberty to erect ohurelies on the royal demesnes ; and 
some years later certain calvinisis, pretending that the 
church lands came under tliis denomination, began to 
build on the property of the archhlshop of Prague, and 
on that of the abbot of Bninow. The two prelates ap- 
pealed to the emperor Matthias, who decided in their 
favour ; but the chiefs of the calvinists were dissatisfied : 
1618.in defiance of the imperial prohibition they assembled 
May in the Carolin college, spent the next day in fasting and 
■ prayer, and on the third day entered the castie of Prague 
in arms, threw the leading memi^rs of the council of 
state out of the windows, and took forcible possession of 
the capital. At the some moment, as if by a simul- 
taneous movement, their partisans rose in difiereal dis- 
tricts. Two armies were fiirmeil ; and most of the strong- 
holds fell into their hands. This movement was con- 
lined lo the calvinists: both catholics and lutherans, 
thougli they did not offer any opposition, remained loyal 
to their sovereign*. 

It was in vain that Matthias, an aged and infirm 
prince, sought to suppress the insurrection by the offer 
of nn amnesty on certain conditions; that lie proposed 
to refer every subject in dispute to the judgment of four 
arhiti'alors, the two catholic electors of Menti and 
Bavaria, and the two prolealant electors of Saxony and 
(he Palatinate ; and that he finally solicited an armistice 
preparatory lo a general pacification. Matlliias died. 
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and was succeeded by his cousin, Fardinand of Gralz,1619. 
who about two yeara before had been, with the unani-^"' 
moils consent of the states, crowned king of Bohemia. 
Ferdinand notified his accession to Ihc insmgents with a 
ratification of tlieir privileges, and a declaration of 
liberty of conscience. But they treated ihe messayo 
with scorn, and offered the Bohemion crown, first to 
John George, elector of Saxony, and then lo Frederic, 
-the elector I'alalinc. The first had the prudence to 
decline the dangerous present; the second, covecin;; his 1619, 
ambition with the mask of hypocrisy, declared that he ''^P'- 
saw the finger of God in his election, and dared not ' 
oppose the will of the Almighty, He hastened withhisNov. 
femily to Prague, and was solemnly crowned by the 4. 
insurgents king of Bohemia*. 

It is difficult to describe the delirium of joy which the 
intelligence excited in Enylaiid. Archbishop Abbot 
pointed out the very text of the apocalypse, in which 
this important revolution bad been foretold ; the 
preachers from the pulpit (aTi engine of no less p'ilitical 
influence in those days, than the press is found to be 
in the present,) inflamed the passions of their hearers; 
and the whole nation called on the kin<i to support the 
_._ts of his son-in-law, which were, in their opinion, 
interests of God. In this genera! feiment, James 
was cool and collected. He saw that to engage in the 
war was to espouse a cause evidently unjust, to sanc- 
tion the principle that subjects might lawfully depose 
their sovereign for diflerence of religion, and to plunge 
himself into an abyss of expense, without any human 
probability of success. For it was idle to expect that 
the Palaline, with the aid which he might receive from 
England, could permanently make head against the 
power of Ferdinand, assisted, as he would be, by the 
princes of his iamily, and the catholic and lutheran 
feudatories of Ihe emptre. But, on the otlier hand, it 
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^as asked, could be in decency abandon hia son-in-law, 
und sit a silent spectator of the war, which would pro- 
bably strip him of his hereditary dominions? or was it 
even safe fir himself to resist tlie clamour of his sub- 
jects, and by his apparent apathy, teach them to doubt 
his sincerity in religion ? Between these conflicting 
motives the wisdom of the British tjolomon was com- 
pletely at fault. No one could conjecture, he himself 
seemed to have no notion, what his ultimate resolutiocv 
might be. One hour he condemned, the next he ex- 
cused, the conduct of the Palsgrave. To the opponents 
of Frederic he affirmed that he would abandon him to 
his late: to his friends that he would take him under 
the protection of the British crown*. After much 
hesitation he discovered and adopted a middle course, 
by which, without sinning against the divine right of 
kings, he might preserve for his innocent grand- 
children the inheritance irf their guilty parent. He 
refusei every application in favour of Frederic's preten- 
sions to the crown of Bohemia, but granted the aid of 
an army and a supply of money for the protection of his 
1620. patrimonial possessions. Four thousand men were 
J'dj' despatched as volunteers, under the command of the 
earls of Essex and Oxford : but Ibis body, even when it 
hnd joined the army "of the protestant union," the 
German allies of the Palatine, was no match for the 
more numerous force of the imperialists, led by the cele- 
brated Spinola, By the commencement of autumn the 
lower Palatinate was lost ; about the same time Lusatia 
submitted to the elector of Saxony, who had been 
charged with the execution of the lian of the empire 
aa;ainst the ambilious but unfortunate Frederic ; ^and 
[jj,^_ the victory of Prague, won by the duke of Bavaria, 
8. ' against the prince of Anhalt. drove the ephemeral king 
from his newly acquired throne. The Bohemian states 
solicited and obtained the pardon of their sovereign ; 
• TJlllfiPi, in Riiumor. 11, 237—313. T)ie .iKMunl Dowraalle, so aiua 
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nnd Frederic wandered wilh his family through the 
tiortii of Germany, an exile and a suppliant, till he 
reached the Hague, where he obtaineir a pensioa from 
the pity or the policy of the stales *. 

A voluntai-y suhstription, and a loan at a high rate of 
inierest, had enabled the king to fit out the exptdition 
to the PaLitinate; but the late disaster of hia-son-in- 
law called for more powerful aid, and the zeal of the 
people clamorously demanded a crusade for the support 
of the protestant interest. The ministers advised him 
toavailhimself of their enthusiasm. Let him convolie 
a parliament. That assembly could not refuse him 
tho^e supplies, without which it was impossible to ne- 
gociate wilh dignity, or to wield the sword witb success. 
Under this impression, James gave his consent, hutwith 
reluctance and misgiving. He knew tlie refbrming 
temper, tlie daring spirit of the popular leaders. The 
time no longer existed when the threat of the royal dis- 
pleasure used to appal the stoutest hearts ; nor did the 
crown possess that extensite patronage which has since 
enabled it to secure a majority in both houses. Many 
consultations were held ; and it was determined, as the 
most eligihle expedient, to soothe the country party by 
concessions and to bribe them to supply the wants of 
the exchequer, by the spontaneous offer of those benefits, 
for which former parliaments had petitiwied in vain +. 

The session was opened with a conciliatory speech 1G21 
from the throne. But James exhorted aud supplicated ••*"■ 
in vain. The first care of llie commons was to gratify p™ 
the call of religious animosity, to make the catholics at j^ 
home suffer for the success which had attended the 
arms of the catholics abroad. With the concurrence of 
the lords, they petitioned the king io bani^j all recu- 
sants to the distance of ten miles from Loudon, to re- 
strain them from attending at mass in their own houses, 
or in the private chapels of ambassadors, and to carry 



o.led by Google 



ISO JAKES I. [chap. III. 

all thepenal laws, which liad been enacted against them, 
into execution. In addition, that they might perform 
their own part, they prepared a bill in aid of the former 
statute, whieb gave to the crown two-thirds of the pro- 
perty ofpojiish recusants. 

From religion they turned to the consideration of 
their privileges. Four members, they complained, had 
Feb. been imprisoned at the close of the last parliament for 
'2. their conduct in that house. Precedents might, indeed, 
be alleged in vindication of the king ; but all such pre- 
cedents were the illegal acts of arbitrary power; to the 
house itself belonged the right of judging and punish- 
ing every breach of decorum committed within its 
walls ; were that right to reside elsewhere, freedom of 
speech would be a dream or a fiction. The subject was 
pursued with a warmth which alarmed the ministers : 
they contended that the apprehensions of the house were 
unfounded ; and the ferment was at length allayed by a 
solemn assurance from James fhat, as he had already 
granted, so it was his intention to maintain, that liberty 
15. of speech which was demanded by his feilhful eom- 

]g_ Hitherto the question of supply bad been held in 
suspense ; on the receipt of this message, they voted two 
subsidies, but without tenths and fifteenths. It was a 
trifling sum, confessedly inadequate to the object for 
which it was given ; but they deemed it politic to keep 
the king dependent on their bounty, that he might the 
more readily submit to their demands. James himself 
concealed his feelings. AiTecting to look on the vote as 
a pledge of revivingconfidence, he returned them thanks 
in the most grateful terms, exhorted them to attend to 
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the redress of the national grievanoes, and assured them 
that they would always find him ready " to do mora 
" than meet half way *.'' 

It was not long before his sincerity was put to thti 
test. A committee of inquiry had already been esta 
blished ; witnesses were now summoned and examined ; 
and the conduct of the offieersof the crown, of the judges 
and of their dependents, was subjected to the most 
minute and jealous investigation. AH the popular 
members entered into the inquiry with warmth ; but no 
one took a more decided part than sir Edward Coke, 
whose long experience and great legal knowledge gave 
weight to his authority ; though it was whispered by his 
enemies that iiis zeal for the public good was sharpened 
hy the recolleclion of the treatment which he had re- 
ceived fram the court. But whatever were the" motives 
of the reformers, it must be confessed that their exer- 
tions were useful. They contributed to eradicate abuses 
which had long'crippled the freedom of trade, and pol~ 
luted the administration of justice ; and they revived ia 
the commons the exercise of an invaluable privilege, 
which had lain dormant for centuries, that of impeach- 
ing pubhc offenders before the house of lords, as the 
highest tribunal in the kingdom. 

The first abuse to which the commons turned their 
attention, was that of monopolies granted by patent. 
Many, indeed, had been abated at the remonstrances of 
preceding parliaments ; but so ingenious was the avarice 
of the projectors, so powerful the influence of their pa- 
trons, that in the place of oiie which was eradicated, 
several sprung up. equally useless to the prince, and 
equally injurious to the subject. Patents, wliich secure 
to the authors of improvements the profits of their own 
ingenuity, act as a stimulus to industry and talent ; but 
these patents had for their ol^ect the private emolument 
of certain favoured individuals, to whom they gave. 
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under the pretence of public utility, the control of some 
particular branch of trade, with authority to frame rejiu- 
lalioiis, and to enforce obedience by fines and iraprison- 

The committee began \vith three patents, the one for 
the licensing of ale-houses, another for the inspection of 
inns and hostelries, and a third for the exclusive manu- 
facture of gold and silver thread; and the investig^ion 
disclosed o scene of fraud and oppression, which is sel- 
dom to be found under the most despotic governments*. 

Feb, All three were declared national grievances ; and the 
27. palentees, sir Giles Mompesson and sir Francis Mitchell, 

Mar, were denounced as criminals in a conference with the 
3. lords. They fled for shelter lb the protection of the fe- 
vourite : he had received iheir money for hia services in 
procuring the patents ; and his half brother, sir Edward 
Villiers, had been a partner in the profits. To save thum, 
it was at first determined to dissolve the parliament ; but 
the imprudence of such a measure was demonstrated in 
a written meiuorial by Williams, dean of Westminster, 
whose ambition sought tu earn, by this appeariince of 
zeal, the goad will lioth of the monarch and his favourite. 
Under the jruidance of his new adviser, Buckingham 
abandoned his friends to their fate, and, affecting the 
stoicism of a patriot, expressed a hope that, if his brother 
had shared in their guilt, he might also share in their 
punishment. But Villiers was already beyond the sea 
in the employment of government, and could not reason- 
ably be condemtied without the opportunity of making 
his defence. Even Mompesson, probably through the 
influence of his patron, found the me^ns to escape from 
the custody of the Serjeant at arms. The lords, however, 
passed judgment both on the fugitive and on Mitchell, 
his colleague, that they should suffer imprisonment, pay 
fines, and be degraded from the honour of knighthood. 

27. The king now came forward to complain of the deceit 

• Sue Journal!, 530. 63§. 5«, 511. 617, 
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wliifih had been practised on liis credulity ; and, as a 
]iroufuf his indignation against the men whom he had 
secretly labuured to save, commuted, by his own au- 
thority, the imprisonment of Mompesson into perpetual 
hanisliment*. 

But ihe patentees were compamtively ignoble game; 
the lord cliancellor, air Francis Bacon, offered a higher 
and more reputable quarry. Nature had designed hini 
to rule a master spirit in the world of letters ; but ambi- 
tion led him to crouch at court in search of wealth and 
preferment. Neither did he &il in his object : industry 
and perseverance enabled him to overcome the jealousy 
of Elizabeth, the favouritism of James, and the intrigues 
of his competitors. He was not only in possession of 
the great seal ; in addition to the rank of baixin, he had 
recently obtained, as a new proof of the royal favour, the 
title of viscount St. Alban's. But, if be found the ascent 
to greatness slow and toilsame, his fall was sudden and 
instantaneous. He had not borne his honours with 
meekness. Vanity led him into threat and useless ex- 
penses; his extravagance was supported by rapacity; 
and the suitors in his court, even the successful suitors, 
complained that they were impoverished by tbe venality 
of the jud>re.> His enemies echoed and exaggi^rated the 
charge ; and report made the value of presents which 
he had received during the three years of his chancel- 
lorship amount to I00,00u/t. James, who, while he 
admired the minister, felt no esteem for the man, indi- 
rectly hastened his fall by assuring the lords that, whilS Mat 
he hnped that the chancellor might be able to prove his 19. 
innocence, he was determined to mfllct on him the 
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severest punishment, if it were shown that he waj 
guilty *. 

It was not pretended that Bacon hasi been th.' fiisi of 
these high officers to accept presents from tiic? liuilurs in 
his court. The abuse was of long standing ; it hud been 
known and sanctioned by the last sovereign. But It was 
truly observed that no succession of precedents could 
justify a practice illegal in itself, and deslruelive <>f im- 
partiality, one of the first qualifications in Gjudj?e. The 

Mnr. commons presented their bill of impeoohraent, chaining 
^'' the viscount St. Alban's with bribery and eiirruption in 
two and twenty instances himself,and with allowing aels 
of bribery and corruption in his officers. This stroke 
unnerved him : after an unsatisEictory interview with 
the kiiisi, he shrunk from the eyes of his accusers, and, 
under the pretenceof sickness, retired lo his bed; whence 

April he wrote to the house a letter acknowledging the enor- 
^' mity of his offences, and soliciting mercy fur the repent- 
ing sinner. The lords required a distinct answer to 
30. every separate charge. He obeyed, confessing that each 
was substantially true, but alleging in extenuation that 
few of the presents were received before .the decision of 
the cause, and that the larger sums were taken as loans 
of money to be afterwards repaid. He was spared the 
mortification of kneeling as a criminal at the bar of that 
house where he had so long presided as chancellor ; but 
the judgment pronounced against him was sufficiently 
severe to deter his successors from a repetilion of the 

May offence. It bore that he should pay to the king a fine of 
^' 40,000^., should be imprisoned during the royal pleasure, 
and should be incapacitated for life from coming within 
the verge of tlie court, from sitting in parliament, and 
from serving his countiy in any office of dignity or emo- 
lument'!*. 
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I may be allowed to pursue through a few lines the 
hislury of this cxtraordinarj man Of bis guilt there 
was no doubt : hut. Iiud he submitted willi patience to 
Lis fate, bad he devoted to I iteraiy pui suits those intellec- 
tual powers whieb made him the prodifjj ot the age, he 
might have redeemed his charactet. and have cunfei'ted 
immortal benefits on mankind. He revised, indeed, bis 
former works, he procureil them to be translated into 
the Latin languoga, and he wrote a life of Henry VII. ; 
hut these were unwelcome taxks, suggested to bira from 
authority, and performed with reluctance. He still 
looked back to ihe llesh pots of Egypt, the favours of 
tlie court; and in addition to the restoration to liberty, 
and the remission of his fine, boons which were granted, 
he solicited with unceasing importunity both a pension 
and employment. With this view be continued to harass 
the king, tbe prince, and the favourite, with letters ; he 
pleaded his former serviees, he sought to move pity by 
prayers the most abject, and to win favnur by Huttery 
the most blasphemous. But his petitions were received 
with coldness, and treated with contempt ; the lejieated 
failure of his hopes soured his temper and impaired Iiis 1E26. 
health ; and be died, tbe victim of mistaken and dirap- ^^Y 
pointed ambition, in the fifth year after his disgrace *. 

Four other impeachments were carried before the 1621. 
lords during the session. Sir John Bennet. judge of the 
prerogative court of Canterbury, was charged with having 
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granted for money the administration of willa conttary 
to law ; Field, bishop of Landaff, with brocage of bribery ; 
sir John Yelverton, attorney-general, with having aided 
the patentees, Mompesson and Mitchell, in their illegal 
proceedings*; and Floyd, a catholic barrister and pri- 
soner in the Fleet, with having expressed his satisfaction 
" that gootlman Palsgrave and goodwife Palsgrave" (the 
palatine and his consort) hail been driven frora tbe city 
of Prague, The three Srst cases may be dismissed as 
of minor importance : but the last demands the attention 
of the reader, as it served to discriminate the respective 
duties of the two houses, to confirm to the lords their 
judicial rights, and to coiifine to the commons the mere 
power of impeachment. Floyd's offence was not one of 
the first magnitude, but it awakened the spirit of reli- 
gious vengeance. As soon as it was mentioned, the 
commons resolved to punish the papist who had sacri- 
legiously presumed to rejoice at tbe disasters of prolest- 
ant princes: the pillory, whipping, nailing of his ears, 
^"y and boring of his tongue, were moved by different speak- 
■ ers ; and he was at last condemned by the house lo pay 
a fine of I OOO;., to stand in the pillory in three different 
places two Lours each time, and to be carried from place 

HeDiu-t Has Sued SO.OUOf. in ihn atnichunUer, but obuiBed i pinlan Itom 
ths ktn^. Haun. ci. 383. ^. Fielil liad bound > aaiux in r:)i'iic<!iy, llil- 
diT tlw i>enalLy of ID.OOUI., lo plnm eOOOl. il hit rUsimtil, imniilt'd n Ot- 

couli"nol bTproved tbnl te wiis lo reirivB n shui. of tiie mmey, ll"ic"pje- 

<tf ooDWBliuK. 3°. v'lvonao dcrruled Irtmul^ »ith sgiiri^ a^ hint^ 

ItuckiiijibiiiD. UDdbla LnllueiMe tvitll Ihe klniE. James iaBlnalLydiriniiliilrd 
Jiulin* liir tbia double alwidPT: Uip oniriiLBl olijtrgo a^ulntt Ilit! ailoruey 
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to place on horseback with his fece to the horse's tail *. 
Floyil immediately appealed to the king, who the next 
morning sent to inquire on what precedents the com- 
mons grounded their claim to judge offences which did 
not concern their privileges ; and by what reasoning it 
could be shown that a court, which did not receive evi- 
dence upon oath, could justly condemn a prisoner who 
denied the offence with which he was charged. The 
message disconcerted the popular leadoi's : to proceed 
was to encounter the opposition of the Ising and of the 
lords ; and to retrace their steps was to confess that 
they had exceeded their powers. Several days passed May 
away in unavailing debate ; and at last, in a conference *'• 
of the two houses, it was agreed that the accused should 
be arraigned before the lords ; and that a declaration 
should be entered on the Journals, that his (rial before 
the commons should not prejudice the ju^t rights of 
either house-)'. But, if their dele at was evident, their 
vengeful feelings were abundantly gratified,— The lords 
added to the severity of the fij'st judgment, and besides 2b. 
the pillory, a ftne of five thousand pounds, and impri- 
sonment for life, they degraded Floyd from tiie estate of 
a gentleman, declared him infamous, and condemned 
him to be whipped at the cart's tail from the Fleet pri- 
son to Westminster hall. A punishment so enonnously 
di^roportionate to the offence, if it were any offence at 
all, did not pass without animadversion : the next morn- 
ing, on the motion of the prtnre, it was agreed that the 
whipping should not be inflicted, and, as an atonement 

• Jmiinal) at Commoni, 599. E02. There was <illen cnnellilng tidiculoui 
In tliH puqiahraent inflirtol by Ihp hou-'e orcnmrnoDS. Tliua they ai^judff^d 
Moore And ljoah,1wootfleen,1o*^ridauppii euehi^ne, bare-bHched, Ujek 

ai1iiiiiii«lerBauBih,iulJdaHl«qUF1itly siTeJiulgliient: die lordB would not 
~ Uw lords it waoiinilciwloot Ihatat last tho Judnment 
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f'lr 'lie proeipitaocy of the house, an order was made 
that in future judgment should not be pronounced uii 
tlie same day on which it was voted *. 

By this time Ihe patience of James was exhausted. 
The parliament had continued four months, but what 
with impeachments and inquiries into grievances, and 
the preparation of bills of grace and reform, no further 
notice had been taken of the royal wants, no attention 
had been given to the king's requeit of a second and 
more liberal supply. It was thought that the count: y 
party looked on the sovereign as reduced by bis distress 
for money to a de)iendence on their pleasure ; to their 
astonishment and dismay a message announced his in- 
tention to adjourn the parliament at the conclusion of 
the week. Several liolent ajid querulous debates en- 
sued ; the commons I'esolved to petition for a longer 
le time: and then, when a fortnight was oifered, with the 
■ petulance of children (to use the king's expression) they 
refused the favour. On the appointed day the parlia- 
. ment was adjourned to November by commission ; and 
immediately each house adjouined itself 'h. 

In this session, or convention, as the king affected to 
call it, much had been done which might claim the gra- 
titude of the nation. The prosecutions for bribery alone 
conferred on the people an invaluable benefit, by intro- 
ducing into the ecclesiaaiical courts, and the couiCs of 
equity, that pure administration of justice which was ac- 
knowledged lo prevail in the courts of common law. 
Yet the members of the lower house were aaiianied to 
return to their constituents. They seemed to have fur- 
gotten the great object for which they had been sent to 
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parliament, and which interested so warmly the religions 
feelings of the people. Thai they might, however, seem 
to do something, a few minutes before the adjournment 
a meiolier proposed a deularation that, unless the trou- 
bles ill Germany were satisfactorily arranged by treaty 
during the recess, tliey would, on their return to the 
house, be ready to sacrifice their fortunes and their lives 
for the restoration of the prince Palatine, and the sup- 
port of the true religion. It was voted by acclamation ; 
and, to conBrm it with the solemnity of re1i|;;iou3 wor- 
ship, sir Edward Coke, falling on his knees, recited with 
fireat emphasis and many tears the collect for the king 
and royal family from the book of common prayer *. 

The king's first solicitude ofter the adjournment was 
Id appoint a successor to Bacon. There were three can- 
Jiiiates ; Ley and Hobatt, the two chief justices, and sir 
Lionel Cranfleld, a merchant from the city, who by mar- 
rying a relative had purchased the favour of Bucking- 
ham. Williams, dean of Westminster, if we may believe 
his biographer, secretly a.spired to the place, hut openly 
supported the pretensions of Cranfleld, under the ex- 
pectotion that the incompetency of the latter might in- 
duce the king and the favourite to turn llieir thoughts 
on himselt This policy Huoceeded: when ilie seal was 
offered to him he pretended surprise, modesilv objected 
his inexpei'ience in matters of law, and acquiesce^ with 
apparent reluctance, on condition that two judges,should 
sit wilh him as assistants, and that hs sliould not be 
considered as in actual possession, hut only upon trial, 
f T eighteen months. James first named him to the va- 
cant bishopric of Lincoln, and then gave to him theJuly 
custody of the great seal, with the title of lord keeper, !"• 
It was long since a churchman hod presided in the 
chancery ; the lawyers looked on his elevation with dis- 
pleasure, and treated him with contempt. But tlieir re- 
luctance yielded to considerations of interest; and in a 

•Jouilials,e39. Cob.Ful. Hiill. I2»4. 
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short time they submitted to plead before him after the 

Williams had ecarcely accepted bis office, when an 
occurrence toolt place, which threw tlie whole eliurch 
into confusion, and even perplexed tlie Ibeologiral 
abilities of the king. Archbisliop Abbot had joined 
the lord Zouch on a hunting party a1 Bramzhill park in 
Hampsliire. One mdrning, having singled out a buck, 
and warned the company to be on their guard, he took his 
aim, and through mistake or want of skill, shot the 
keeper of the park, who was accidently passing on borse- 
back. The coroner's inquest returned a verdict of un- 
* !h ■ d b " 11 te d d h lb 



as an appenda<;e to their secular baronief, and to be 
exercised, like all other secular rights, not by themselves 
W person, but by their lay servants and deputies+. 

It chanced that at this very time there were four 
bishops elect, all of whom refused lo receive con ieetation 
from the hands of the metropolitan, as long as this 
question remained undetermined. They founded their 

• Siicli it ilie nccoi.iit given hy Hsckrl, hi* bl.>i;rap1>er. bul WtIUhiti 

teind npqn him. Rjm.r, nii.aaT^- li wju rumonifrt sv^.y n^ber II, ul 
" be< u» gmtf famlJiKrllFy >ilh Backiiii[]i*m«'i ni«b<^r pi'jciircl Mm 
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Williams, lord keeper, and Laud, bishop of St. David's, 
cherished a stronger motive, the hope of succeeding 
Abbot in the archiepiscopal dignity, if he were pro- 
nounced incapable of executing its duties*. James 
appointed a commission of prelates and canonists; but 
they could not agree in opinion, and proposed that 
Abbot should be absolved from all irregularity ad 
tnajorem cautelam. But where was the ecclesiastical 
superior to absolve the metropolitan ? In this unprece- 
dented case it was answered that the king, as head of 
the church, possessed that plentitude of power, 'whicli in 
catholic counti'ies was held to reside in the pope. Nov. 
James, therefore, having first granted him a pardon in '*" 
law, issued bis commands to eisht bishops, who assuming 
for the ground of their proceedings, that tiio "hunting 
" aforesaid was decent, mode:it. and peaceable, and tliat 
" every possible precaution had been employed to pre- 
" vent acciiient,'' absolved tUe metropolitan from all 
those censures which he might Lave incurred, and for 
greater security restored to him the offices and rights 
whicli he before held +, But Abbot had never been a fa- 
vourite. Ho now appeared before the kinfr marked with 
the stigma of homicide ; his facility in licensing books, 
which bore bard on the ceremonies and discipline of the 
cborch, gave continual offence ; and towards the end of 
his life he never appeared at court, except on occasions 
of parade and ceremony. 

But the chief anxiety of the liiiig was to prepare fur 

•lElvBlHtletrediltoUies'orrtoWby Hiick«(i. aSO^'llie unuilliUH- 
nfB of JpiDQa la ^T9 a bLeho^iric III Laud. Ha hod Lnnjf be«n the klnir* 
chaplilni he wm alBOHnreiSOTtolluckLii^linm; he hod bsea chosen u, 

BppoiDtnienl, Jomea tiad mrcnwd bLnuulF <tf nvgloct, and had promised 
him preremenl. Laud'i Diarj, p. 4. By ihe Mnlutes of Si.Jolin-> 
callt-gr, ot nhicil he vu |ireBidenl, tie could do 1oni;e[ iiold Dial cSiH. 

BlaJnlesi CHymer, iniL USa), but Laud scrupled lo aiail hiin»:lf of Iha 
aiHoiatlon. and ivHiRied. Diary, p. 4. 
+ Ibid, ana Wilk. Con. U.4Ei Kymei, niL 377— 340. 
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the approaching session of parliament. ThiA he might 
alienee the complaints of the popular leadeffand prevent 
their intended attaciks upon his prerogative, he adopted 
llie advice of Williams, aholished hy proclamation six 
and thirty of the moat obnovious patents, appointed 
commissioners to inquire into the causes which led to 
the disapiiearaiice of the gold coin, and framed regula- 
tions for the increase of trade in the principal outports. 
On the continent his amhassatlors were seen posting to 
almost every court of Europe; where they employed 
arguments, bribes, and supplications in favour of tha 
Palatine. But all the efforts of the king were frustrated 
by the stubbornness of that prince, the uncontrollable 
temper of his chief partisan count Mansfield, and the 
ambition of tlie duke of Bavaria, who sought to annex 
the palatinate tohisown dominions. James could, how- 
ever, boast that if Heidelbot^, Manheim, Franliendale, 
and Worms still acknowledged the sway of their native 
sovereign, it was owing to his exertions in maintaininj{ 
within their walls 50OO men under sir Horace Vere, and 
in having prevented the defection of Mansfield's 16,000 
mercenaries by a seasonable present of 40,(100^. Under 
these cireumstances he indulged a hope that his con- 
cessions would mollify the obstinacy of the commons, 
and that his remittances to the palatinate would con- 
vince them of his altachmunt to the prolestant interest 
in Germany, and of his sincere desire to preserve the 
dominions of the unfortunate Frederic*. 

pcrasioiiaLljr iriiidepiiiMiuihe Chonncl, and wpsatedlvcMiiedoff ILw 
fchillilantiof lliacoojluf iMiiodinlo alavsir. Tovnnishthfirinanlunce 
Iha liini! ptopiised s jmnt Pxp«lltion iL tha expmue of tlic dlfibteut 
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When the parliament re-assembled, the rojal com- Not. 
missionera (the king lay indisposed at Newmarket) '^ 
called upoii the lo-ffer house to redeem the pledge which 
had been given at the close of the last session, and to 
enable the sovereign to interpose wilh weight and 
efficacy in favour of the Palatine. But they spoke to 
dissalisfiod and irritated minds. Among the popular 
orators in former debates, no persons had distinguished 
themselves more than sir Edward Coke and sir Edwin 
Sands. But 1°. the riches which Coke had amassed 
while he remained in office, had awakened suspicions of 
hia integrity : and his intemperate language and over- 
bearing carriage had created him numerous enemies. 
At the instigation of Bacon and lady Ration inquiries 
had been made into his conduct as judge, and durii^ 



the recess a prosecution 



lenced against him 



1 charge of misdemeanor under eleven heads. 
2". Sir Edwin Sands had uttered several hold a"<l 
violent speeches during the last session, and to screen i 'i^- 
himself fVom the royal indignation, had obtained from ^ 
the house liefore the adjournment, a deelarftlion that he 
had only done his duty and had never transgressed the 
bounds of decorum *. He was, however, ari-ested with 
Selden his legal adviser, examined on some secret chari^e 
before the council, and after a detention of a mouth, 
restored to iiborty. Their friends did not conceal their 
suspicions. They represented Coke and Sands as 
martyrs in the cause of the people, and declaimed with 
bitterness against the mean and despotic vengeance of 
the court. The commons took up the question with 
extraordinary warmth. They ordered the accusers of 
Coke to be taken into custody by the sergeant at arms, 
appointed a committee to examine witnesses, and made 
an attempt to establish the fact of a conspiracy against 

or the yimt wp.ired Iheit Ion bj Ihe cnpmie ut lliittr-a»P Englisli 
meithintni™ i wid Ihe whok kiiiKiloni rung iviih o.mpU.ms of iin «». 

• JuuTDulg, 636. 



.,t.db, Google 



194 JAMES I, Lc".vP. in. 

hiin, originating in motives of hostility lo his political 
conduct. Sands at the opening of the session was con- 
fined hy siekne.ts to his bed. But his case was brought 
forward by his friends : and, though the secretary of 
state declai-ed that his arrest had no connexion with his 
behaviour in that house, two members were appointed 
to visit him, and to solicit from him a discbsure of the 

While the commons remained in this temper of mind, 
it was easy to spur them on to a quarrel with the sove- 
reiKM. They had evinced some disposition lo grant the 
king a single subsidy, but resolved to present previously, 
and according to their custom, a petition against the 
pretended growth of popery. It asserted that the pope 
aspired to universal dominion in spirituals, the king of 
Spain in temporals; that to these two powers (he 
English papists looked for the support of their religion ; 
that their hopes had been elevated hy the disasters of 
the Palatine, and the report of an intended marriage 
between the prince »nd the infanta of Spain ; that they 
resorted in crowds to mass in the chapels of foreign 
ambassadors, sent their children to be educa.ted in 
foreign parts, and were allowed to compound for tlieir 
forfeitures on easy terms; whence it was lo be feared 
tliat connivance would beget toleration, toleration would 
be followed by equality, and cqualily would soon be 
improved into ascendency. On these accounts the 
house prayed that the king would enter vigorously info 
the war iu Germany, would order an expedition to be 
sent against some part of the Spanish tern toiy, would 
marry his son to a protestant princess, would appoint a 
commission to put in force all laws made and to be made 
gainst papists, would recall tlie gons of noblemen and 
gentlemen from parts beyond the sea, would order all 
children, whose fathers and mothers weie catholics, to be 
taken from their parents and brought up pro:esta,nts, and 
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would annul, if it could be done by law, all inadequate 
compositions hitberto made fur the forfeitures of recu- 

Jataes furtively received a nopy of this petition almost 
as $ooQ as it was drawn. It threw bira into a paroxysm 
of rage. To complain of the growlh of popery was not 
uncommon: but to embody in it insinuations against tbe 
honour of his ally tbe king of Spain, to advise the in- 
vasion of the territoiies of a prince who had given no 
(lause of olfence, to dictate to the sovereign in what manner 
he was to dispose of the prince in marriage, were, in his 
opinion, instances of presumption which had no prece- 
dent, invasions of his prerogative which demanded the 
most prompt and energetic resistance. He wrote ira-Det 
mediately to the speaker, complaining of the influence 4. 
possessed by certain "flery, popular, and turbulent 
spirits" in the lower house, forbiiltling them to inquire 
into the mysteries of state, or to concern themseU-es 
about the marriage of his son, or lo touch the character 
of any prince his friend or ally, or to intermeddle with 
causes which were submitted to the decision of tlie 
courts of law, or even to send to him their petition, if 
they wished him to hear or answer it. As for Sands, 
they sbould know that his public conduct was not the 
cause of his commitment ; but at tbe same time should 
recollect that the crown possessed, and would exercise, 
the ri<;ht of punishing the misbehaviour of the members 
both in and out of parliament. 

From the angry tone and menacing language of lliis 
letter, the popular leaders might have inferred, thai not 
only the rights which they claimed, but their personal 
safety, were at stake. Hut they knew the weik and 
vacillating disposition of the king. If he wei* pas- 
sionate, he was also timid ; if prompt to Ihreaton, yet 
slow to execute. In strong but respectful terms they ? 
presented to him a justification of their conduct ; and 
James, instead of replying with the brevity and dignity H. 
of a sovereign, returned a long and laboured, thou^ 
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Mtt., arf sai.>ioti..Qii.w=r. A w.r of polMons .rf 
remoi^siraiicea, messages and vecnmmations was com- 
raenesil ■ on. coMrovemy bejot .noU.er : the comnens 
teimei Uielr elaim. «ie Wrihrislit of lie nation, tl» 
king Fono"»'«l thcB favour. ■»■"•";'' 'J'. '™iV 
Bene, parilv of M. prodeoe.Bir., and ,..r Ij of tams. f 
You ai Itai keen foreseen, his «ormtb besan to eooi , 
be lo.ired ibe lofty ton. »Hob !>• l»d assomed ; lie 
even soudit by a conciliatory message to waive every 
existing .nbjeot of debate. Bntlil. opponent. »er. of a 
more unyieldin.' character. That very day. the eve cf the 
'^- Cbri.tma. recess, they enteral a pi-ote.t.tion on their 
ioornal., that - the libettie. and jurisdietion. of parlia- 
" ment are the ancient and uiidonbted birthnght and 
" inheritanee of 111. .nhieoB of Bnglandi that ardnon. 
" aad urgent affairs concerning the king, the state, tintt 
" defence of tb. realm, and the ohnrch o England, the 
•■making and mainlenanc. of la.s. and the redress c 
•■ grievance.. ... proper subjects of eonbs.l r'Jf''' 
"in parliament; tb.t in the handling of lh.» ho.^ 
■■ ncses every member hath and onght to h... f.e.don 
•■ of .peech ; that the common, m p.rb.ment have lite 

- liberty to treat of the., matter, in sueh order as they 

- think prnperi that every m.mher hath like freedom 
•■ from all impeachment. Imprisonment, and molestation 
" (other than by the een.nr. of the honse iti«lf) conc.rn- 
.. ing any bill. .p.aking or r.a™lng touching pailia- 

- meat matters i and that if any be complained of for any 
■■ thin, .aid or done in parliament, the mme is to b. 

- .bowed to the king by assent of the commons, before 
-the king give credence to any private informo.ion. 
This m«..«r. revived the fonne, jedou.y "-i ■";'■"» 
Inthebreaat of James. Sendtogfortho journals, he teio 

=»■ out with his own hand the obnoxiou. pretctation in tli. 
16!ip,e.enoe of hi. council, and a f.w days later d,..el.ed 
Jan. the pailiament •, 



, , i. 40-56. 

i^ontuei by lojal eommii 
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Few of the popular leaders escaped llie king's resent- 
ment. The earls of Oxford and Southamptoa from the 
upper house, and Coke, Philips, Pym, and Mallory, 
from the loner, were summoned before the council, 
and winimitted, some to tlie Tower, some to tlie Fleet, 
and others to the custody of private individuals. Tlio 
cause of their committal, tliough manifest, was not 
avowed ; and the pretended offences brought forward by 
the ministers, showed that they dared not openly oppose 
the liberties, the exercise of which they laboured covertly 
to suppress. There wore four other members of the 
commons, Biggs, Crew, Rich, and Perrot, equally ob- 
noxious to the court, and equally marked out for ven- 
geance. But their previous conduct defied the scrutiny 
of their adversaries ; who, unable to charge them with 
any criminal offence, resulved to send them into exile 
under the pretest of an honourable employment. They 
received orders to proceed to Ireland, and were joined in 
a commission with certain persons resident in that king- 
dom, to inquire into the stats of the ormy, the oliurcb, 
and places of public education ; into abuses in ihe col- 
lection of the revenue; into illegal and injurious 
patents ; and into the numerous frauds committed by 
tlie iinilertakers of the new plantations. It was in vaiu 
to remonstrate : they were lold that the king had a 
right to employ the services of his subjects in any 
manner which he thought proper ; and these men 
however bold they had felt themselves in the company 
of their colleagues in pailiament, dared not as private 
individuals to engage in a contest against the crown. 

nM fiToient; and wh«n iTiB ]kct wns annouDced, r«p1iwL tluit tliej ffoiild 
ArjiQura llKIDseLvtfd. IbLiL " The Bame day hj' mojif^Ue »du hy eotvh id 

■'lovfarcJH Easier. A^er diunoT, ryiLlD^ uu tioiaclAck nbroed, Jus 

' Tbne came mwili w>tac ant oT bis monlh and body. [Ill nnjwtia riil 
"wliichOodconUiae." Ema,(MgiaiilLeUcn,n>].Ul.p.l)7. ' 
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They submitted to their punishment, ami CdUc, Io 
mollify the displeasure of his ?o\ereign oiFereil to ac- 
company them on their mission, and to aid them with 
his adi-ice. The oflTer was refused but he as well as 
the other prisoners, regeuned his liberty afttr a short 
confinement, and a suitable submission *. 

While James condemned as a sovereign the ambition 
of the Palatine, he felt as a parent for the misfurtunes 
of his daughter and her children. Hitherto all his 
efforts in their favour had proved unsuccessful : the late 
quarrel with his parliament had added to his embarrass- 
ment, and he rested his last hope on the friendship and 
mediation of the king of Spain. Several years ago he 
had sought to connect himself with France by soliciting 
the hand of the princess Christine for his eldest son 
Henry, and on the death of Henry, for his only surviving 
son Charles t. But Chrisiine was already contracted in 
private to Philip, prince of Spain, whom she afterwards 
,1613. married on the same day on which her brather Louis , 
9^'- married Anne of Austria, the sister of Philip. But 
' besides Anne there was another infanta. Donna Maria, 
and her the Spanish minister, the duke of Lerma, 
offered to prince Charles in the place of Christine; 
though there is reason to believe that he had no iniea 
tion to eon I d tl m t I d tl w i 1 p | t 
merely as a h t t 1 ce th E gl h k f m I 
near com w th h F I By J m 

however, tl p po 1 wa h rf 11 t t d d 
the idea th t 1 I f th f th w 1 1 pply 

large port th th p d h p p 

would rend h m 1 bl llj H 

Bjgerly sec 1 d by G nl m th Sp 1 d \ 
Digby, th E gl h ml d b th f h m 
sidered th a mpl hm t flh m g as 
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pledge of their future aggrandizement. By their exertions 
the chief difficulty, difference of religion, was apparently 
surmounted: twenty articies, securing to the princess 
the free exercise of the catholic warship in England, 1620, 
received the approbation of the two monaichs ; and April 
James was ijiducod to promise that he would never more ^'' 
suffer catholic priests to be executed E)r ihe sole exercise 
of their functions, and that he would grant to the 
catholic recusants every indulgence in liis power". 
Though the negociatiou was kept secret, its general 
tendency transpiied ; the clergy and the more zealous 
of their hearers maintained that religion was in danger 
from the restoration of popery ; and Ihe result was that 
petitbn of the cummons, which provoked the dissolution 
of the late parliameut. 

The misfortunes of the Palatine addeii a new stimulus 
to the. e\ert ons of James who aw 1 1 a family alliance 
with Spam the oily probable means of pteaervrng the 
latrimonial dommions of his Bon in liw But his 
eagerness was most vexatiously checked by ihe pio 
verbidl tardiness of the Spanish cabii et and bj the 
reluctance of Ph lip to trust his dau^htei a el ild 
only tuehe jears old n a court wheie she mi^ht 
perhaps be seduced from the religion of her lalhcis 
But Pliilip died ; and the accession of his son Ihe fuutlh lf2l 
of the same name, revived the hopes of the liril Ui^ir 
monarch. Both James and Charles wrote to the new ,H, 
king and his faTourile Oiivarez; Gondomar nas pei ^^ 
suaded to return to Spain ; Digby, now earl of Brislol 14 
followed to accelerate the negiiciation and a favourable 
answer was returned, staUng the earnest desire of 
Philip to conclude the mairiage of his sister, and hia 
wilbngness. at the request of James, to interpose his 
good offices in behalf of the Palatine f. 

As a preparatory step, a dispensation \ias solicited 
from the pope by the Spanish king through the agency of 
• See llie letter ID PijnUB-H Hidden Worta of Darkneii p, 8. 
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his ambassador, the duke of Albuquerque, and of the 
Padre Maestro, the chief clei~;yiaan attached to the 
Spanish lef^ation in England. It had been agreed that 
James should not ap|>ear in the negociation ; but such 
was his impatience, that he despatched Geurge Gage, a 
catholic gentleman, to Rome,' with letters to the pope, 
and the cardinals Ludovisio and Bandini, while his 
favourite, Buckingham, employed for tbe same purpose 
Bennet, a catholic priest and agent for the secular 
c\ergy *. To the request of these envoys the pontiff 
replied, that be could not dispense with the canons, 
unless it were for the benefit of tliecburch; that thoush 
James bad promised much to the late king of Spain, be 
had yet petformed nothing ; but let him, as be hud 
offered, relieve the catholics from the pressure of tho 
penal laws, and then a sufficient ground would be laid 
for the dispensation t. 

July This suggestion was not lost on the English monarch. 

"■ He ordered tbe lord keeper to issue, under llie gi'ent 

seal, pardons for recusancy to all catholics who should 

apply for them in the course of five years, and instructed 

A."K- the judges to discharge from prison, during their cir- 

^ cuits, every recusant able and willing to give security for 

his subsequent appearance. This indulgence awakened 

the fears of the zealots ; and Williams, to silence their 

Sept. complaints alleged, I", that some modification of these 
!'• severities had become necessary to satisfy tbe catholic 
princes, who til realened to enact, againsi theproiestanls 
in their dominions, la\ys similar to those under which 
the catholics groaned in England ; 2°. that it was in 
reality a very trilling relief; for if the recusants were no 
longer in prison, "they had still tbe shackles about their 

■noaiA withdraw the Jesuits uut at the Billish dorainiuDe. f lurrl, impers. 
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" heels," and might be remanded at pleasure ; iiiid 3". 
that it could create no danjjer to the protestaut as- 
cendency, as it did not extend lo any prido'ier conSiied 
for those relisioua acta, which 'the law had converted 
into caiiital offences. But, though hia argurannla might 
appease Ihe prolestants, they alarmed the catholica ; a. 
BUspicion was provoked that James acted with his former 
duplicity ; and if Gondomar boasted in Spain that four 
thousand catholics bad been released f^'om confinement, 
it was replied, that " they had still the shackles about 
" their heels," and would enjoy their liberty no longer 
than might suit the royal convenience*. 

While the king was negociating in favour of the Pala- 
tine, the enemies of that, prince had (oken the field, 
Heidelberg surrendered : Manheim was threatened : and 
there was every appearance that in the course of a few 
weeks the last remnant of his patrimony would be torn 
from him for ever. The news aroused the spirit of 
James, who complained that he !^d reason to expect a Oct. 
very different result from the interposition of the Spanish 
court, and ordered Bristol to return to England, unleaa 
he should receive a satiafactory answer within ten dayst. 
But Philip was able to show that the blame ought not 
to be imputed to him ; he ordered hia forces in the 
palatinate lo co-operal« with those of James, and the 
treaty of marriage proceeded rapidly towards its con- 
clusion. The religious articles respecting the infanta, 1623. 
with several corrections made in Rome, were subscribed Jan. 
by James and his son ; who, moreover, ]iromised, on the 5. 
word of a kins^ and a prince, that the English catholics 
should no longer suffer persecution ov restraint, pro- 
vided they confined to private houses the exorcise of 

• Dodd, ii. 439. Cabila, S93— 295. Uuslnvorlh, L 63. PrJIlDe, 1^ 
14, 15, . Trtcl I v le nole fo l.iiidm II ' 

" Tiubliqiiely and ouIb atdly you give out llm conlrnrj, Uiil we lauy mnke 
•• UH Uierear vltli OUT )ieu]ile 111 pulument. lu we shall liolil bast f.r our 
" metvioe," Prjnne. SO- 
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their worship*. It was agreed that the dower of the 
princess should be fixed at 2,(100, UOO of ducats; thatthe 
espousals should be celebr-ted within forty days after 
the receipt of the dispensation ; and that the departure 
of the princess, under tlie care of I.>.>n Duartre of Por- 
tugal, should follow in the course of Ihroe weeks. Even 
the two last points in debate, the time for the consum- 
mation of the marriage, which the Spaniards sought to 
delay for a few months, and the inlervtils between the 
several payraents of th po 1 h p ty wished 

to prolong, the olh i w af ome dis- 

"*"■ pute, amicablv arr ^ d d B tol 1 hi colleague 
Aston, the resident mb d t 1 ted them- 

selves that they had b 1 1 1 g d d fficult ne- 
gociation to a succe f 1 f 

It was at this m t tl t t t g s, calling 

7. themselves John a 1 Ti Sm h d in tho 

dusk of the evenin tt! 1 f I 1 f Bristol, 

in Mailrid. They h p f W 1 and the 

marquess of Buck] h wl 1 d 1 f t E ^land with- 

Feb, out the prinity of a y h p rs th 1 king, and 
'8. had travelled in dis ie w I h tt d ts, to the 

caphal of Spain t Th p } f th I aordinary 

journey had originat d w U G 1 m d ^ his em- 
bassy in the preced m t liad been 

hastened by despat 1 1 f ra b m the pre- 

ceding month. To th y H 1 m d f Ch lea it pre- 
sented a romantic, and therefore welcome, adventure, 
far superior in point of gallantry to the celebrated voyage 
of his Cither in quest of Anne of Denmark : to Bucking- 
ham it promised something more than pleasure, the 
glory of completing a treaiy which, for sevea years, had 

"™^'™"'L'^'''''™'d'^*'"'''''*'''''''"'™'™""'''^'"''''*""^^^ 

OiautPty XV, See uUn ClaieniUin |iaiJ::i3, i. *-7, ' "' ^ 

t Haldwlcke pipra, 100. MM. 496—193, Pljnuc, 14—25. Clarendoii 

pipe™. 1. A pp. Jim. 
I Sic Fiaucii CDttiDgtoo, Endymioii Votua^ uni ui Kicliud GiahaB. 
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neld the nations in suspense, and the opportunity of 
establishini^ a powerful interest, not only in tlie heart 
of-the prince but also of hu expected bi ide • • 

Bristol leceived his distrnguislied guLais with the 
resijeel due to their ranli, but without any expression 
ol' surprise From the con\ei'sation of Gondomar, he 
had previously collected sufficient to infei thit such a 
journey was m contemplation , and, to i>ie\ent it had 
recently despatched a messLiiger, who passed the tra- 
vellers in the vicinity of Bayonnef. But though he 
assumed an air of satisfaction, he fult the keenest dis- 
appointment. Buckingham had inlerposed between 
him and the completion of his labours; and he foresaw 
that, if the arrogance and licentiousness of the favourite 
did not interrupt the toaty, his rapacity and ambition 
would reap all the henefit, and monopoliKe the glory. 

The king, the nobility, and the population of Madrid, 
seemed at a loss to testify their joy at this unespected 
event. The prince was received with every compli- 
mentary honour, which Spanish ingenuity could devise; 
the prisons were thrown open ; the diaposai of favours 
was placed in his liands ; he was made to take prece- 
dence of the king himself; and two keys of j^old gave 
hira admissign, at all hours, into the royal apartments J. 
His visit was considered not only as a proof ot his 
reliance on Spanish honour, an earnest of his attach- 
ment to the Spanish princess, hut also as a prelude to 
his conversion to the catholic faith. Such hopes had 
already been held out by Gondomar, and, there is reason 

• IIo.v^ll'3 LftlcB, l«ith edilioo, p. 13*. Elli., Orisinnl Lelt-n, Hi. 
134. Thoe.irtuf itdltolnasetwaiwiiirelhe luEil« tluil -Ihe loiirncjr mil 
■ilimned liutwwn BncklncllKin and lianclmnai, anil Ihst lie wuulil pioie 
il Id tbdr KnivlolUiB. Juui-uMb, 686. 610. BocimKhniB, however, lold 
GfilKer, tbiit li nriKiniited witL liiiDKlt. He Impod l>v ii bi pnmuie the 
palnlinnlE.or Bllmii to litinjfihoBiiicTeiily of (he Spnnlanla lo Ibo lost. 
b'l«ii.ell. Ut. «a. fwm Rliwne Mas. 4131. 

t Til.. priucB HoplHid hiiD, RDd gpeued liH dl«I«lelles,bMheinimabl8 
'r. dicipllet ihrm.inff^re.l lllin luptMr.ed. HanUlPkcipapml, 1. <03. 

±Ellia,iii.Hi, JiimesDb«rie80dtbiBBul.jecl;-"ThBU-wiscjtyooM 
' elarlouMteceptioa IhuiK, nuluB me abayed that ya will bnthDuikaiiM 
■ yova aide Duie hsnaftn." p. 13». 
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to believe, not entirely without foundation. From the 
trad' t y asae ' f B k' gham and Briaiol, 

I f sv d h g d h lb ith having advised 
tl t m m y b d Ih It t 1 cit the truth ; but 

Ih t U tl fi t 1 It r which they de- 

pthdthk t ce their arrival, re- 

q tdtok hwf h Id be induced to ac- 

k ! d th th ty f th p p Whatever might 
1 b h Ij t p tt this extraordinary 

I m d by th esolate answer of 

J m St 11 th p 1 I 1 not, in reply to a 

I tt f m th p t if t p m th t he wauld abstain 
f m y act f h Id ty t th Roman catholio re- 

1 d w Id se k y ppo t lity of aceomplish- 

^ e- b t th tw 1 hest. 

I E I d tl dd d pp ance of the prince 
had excited surprise and alarm : the intelligence of his 
arrival in Spain, though celebrated at the royal cora- 
raand with bonfires and the ringing of bells, was re- 
ceived with strong expressions of disapprobation. But 
James remained faithful to his word. He refused to 
listen to those who condemned or remonstrated J ; he 

•" ir the pope will not ^mit the dispansalloD, (lien ws would glndly h«s 
"pope's ipniiil pover: tbc ve slinust And. if yau wHHk rtmlralri lu 

FnluipA tliflv bIIucIh to a pa* si^e ia bis book, wherH h« inyt, ihu Lf iba 

n-e HMnld quit his Jfudlli'nd sad nauiping orar Unga. bs viintd anliDDw- 
le liim lur chut bishop to vIwid sU nppuilll or ehimtanHD onuht to Its 
SB iWniler leiiort. That la Ihu nittlwil bit csjoictenea will permit him la 



ihitt hit ibirt vheu be wmeth horn leniiii. Hard. Vupan, It 401. 411. 

teat D09 ii KomBDJt eubulioi n;%loiB ahhonxie, vd omiiE^xiUtii i»|ita' 

gnmni." Ibid.LliS. " fhte laltar." leye hnd Glanodon, " li by mur 
•• biom more thin H cumplimeDl ;" and UcUnviii. eelb i^ "Uteiai Umi 
li«inKorD.n<Bp„nliO-«rolimlatia.- Huahwoilh, t 95, 

" mDU danmabie and bereticaxl docLnue of tile chuich of Bume * . . - , 
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forwarded to Charles officers, and chaplains, and jewels; 
and he raised Buckingham to the higher title of duke, 
that he might equal in rank the proudest grandee in tlie 
Spanish court. In adilition (so hlitid was Ihe conGdence 
of the duating monarch), he assented to the request of 
the adventurers that their proceedings should l)e con- 
cealed from the knowledge of his council, and by a 
solemn promise in writing, engaged to ratify whatever 
they might conclude with the Spanish minister*. Never 
did sovereign deceive himself more miserably. Baby 
Charles and his dog Steenie (such were the elegant 
appellations which they gave to themselves in their 
letters) proved unequal to the task which they had as- 
sumed. Charles was impiudent, Buckingham resentful : 
instead of accomplishing the marriage, they dragged the 
unsuspecting king into a war ; and his disappointment 
and vexation contributed not only to embitter, but to 
shorten his days. 

It was not without reluctance that Olivarez had 
agreed to the conditions proposed by Bristol and Aston. 
He knew that the clergy and nobility of Spain ob- 
jected to the match; the king was still a minor in his 
twentieth year ; and the whole responsibility of the mea- 
sure risted on his own shoulders*. The arrival of the 
royal stranger su^ested the hope of obtaining more 
favourable terms. His inexperience would render him 
less cautious, his ardour less stubborn ; he had rashly 
placed himself at Ihe mercy of the Spanish ministry, 

" -yi-aiav^! UK BuperiitliiMis, iiluUtiouB. imil dtflcBlalilif. Aild toUiki what 
*' yoiniDri; dune in ffeiHlin^ youT mo iuto -^paiii without ibe ciinaeut of 

" pMi Avity utiquEBlumBd, uupnuib^ied. beaidea ttiia loletdtkHi wbicU 
• you endHTiHii 10 let np hy praclimalioii, il «niiat bs iIoih wiihout ■ 
"p«rt[ameiit,niilM>Toiiriii!.JeBljiiill let yonr aulijscla Me, that jou will 
"ink' to joucieir n Ubeity bj thiDiv ilown the lawioTyooi laud u plea. 

ill. m' *' ' °^"' ■ ■ ■ '^ . ■ ". "g"^' en, 
-> Hard. Papeta, 1424. 426, Howell'a LeUeis, Hi. I2s. Loiilt' Jonr- 
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and must submit either to purcLase liis bride at any 
price, or tu incur tlie disgrace of having passed the sea 
on a visionary and sleeveless enand. 

In private conversation with Charles and Bucking- 
ham, Olivarez insinuated that the negocialion with 
Bristol had been more for show tiian reality ; that now 
was the time to treat in good earnest, when every diffi- 
culty might be surtnounted by the presence of the princo 
and the wisdom of his adviser*. Tiie young men suf- 
fered themselves to lie duped by the flattery and cun- 
ning of the Spaniard. In defiance of the remonstrances 
of the two ambassadors the discussion was re-opened ; 
the articles already agreed upon were re-consideied; and 
Olivarez was carefiil to supply new subjects of debate, 
while Buckinjrham looking on Bristol as a rival, rejected 
his advice, and tiealed him with scorn and neglect. 

April Tile dispensation had been granted, but, at Ihe request 
12. of Olivaren, it was accompanied with two sets of in- 

"■ "■ structions to the uuneioMassimi, one to be made public, 
the oilier to he communicated to no one hut t)ie 
Spanish minister. By Ihe first the nuncio was forbidden 
to part with the dispensation till he had obtained as pre- 
vious conditions promises of the conversion of the prince 
to the catholic faith, and of the repeal of the penal laws 
agaiust the catholic woisliip : not with any expectation 
tbat such demands would be granted, but that the refusal 
on the part of the prince might supply a pretext for 
keeping back the dispensation, as long as might suit Ihe 
Tiews of the Spanish cabinet. By the other he was 
ordered le procure for the British i'atholics every mdul- 
genceinhis power, but to deliver'the dispensation to 
the king of Spain, whenever it should be required 1-. By 
this artifice a new field was opened for discussion and 
delay : every proposal was fiist debated bjtwei;n tlie 
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parties, then carried before the council, and thence 
transmitted to a junta of divines, to whom, as the ques- 
tion concerned the king's conscience, Olivarez con- 
tended that tlie decision properly belonged. The 
result was a puMic and a private trealy*. Tlie Urst, 
according to the loimer agreement, stipulated tliat tlis 
marriage should l>o celebrated In Spain, and alYerwaixIs 
ratiHed in England; that the children should remain 
till the age of ten years under the care of their mother ; 
that the infanta and her servants should possess a 
church and chapel for the free exercise of their religion; 
and that her chaplains should be Spaniards, livingundei 
canonical obedience to their bishop, the private treaty- 
contained four articles; that none of the pen al laws foe 
religion should be executed ; that ihe catholic worship 
in private houses should be tolerati'd ; that no attempt 
should be made to seduce the princess fVom the faith of 
her fathers ; and that the king should exert all his in- 
fluence to obtain the repeal of tlie penal statutes in par- 
liament. Both James and tlie lords of [he council swore 
to the observance of the public treaty In the royal chapel July 
at Westminstfir+: the king alone, to that of the secret 2"- 
treaty, in the house of the Spanish ambassador, and in 
tlie presence of four witnesses J. 

The royal oath did not, however, give entire satisfac- 
tion. The conduct of James at a more early period had 
imprinted on his character the stigma of insincerity ; 
and the doubts of Philip were nourished by the de- 

• Dll Moot, V. pari ii. MO. I'lyiiBP, 10. Clarendon Papns, i. App. iliT 

"von miiBclMi out ifreM primnls hatb boliav«l UmMlf woadorfiiUy 
*■ VbU," fco. Hud. P.pim. 1. US. 
t JfivvBpreirianily pnMrHled tliatlwdid irnt uieao to reiiffD tlie powm 

S!r™rertBihs"cu«irnme1Li'it,anU tl^rilo aiiouiil ii.s be 1x...nilby 

at all, hud he not pcomiwdL In mtiCy rnijr B|Ham«ot muda by ChuLH st 
lladild. ElUe, Otl^iul Lettns, ii. IM, 
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s]ia.lcliei of hia ambassadors*. He proposed that the 
nmi'riage sliould be consummated in Spain, and that 
hotli I lie princess and the dower should remain tbere til) 
Jlie following spiing, as a security that the promised 
indulgence should in the mean time be aciuallv planted 
to ibe catholics. But bj this time the patience of the 
prince was exhausted, and both interest and pride in- 
duced his companion to advise bis return lo England. 
i". Buckingham had learned that bis real but secret 
onemios were more numerous than he had supposed. 
His absence bad emboldened them to whisper occasion- 
ally in Ibe royal ear instances of bis indiscretion and 
abuse of power, and the friends of Bristol were eager to 
paint in the most vivid colours the insults offered to that 
able minister by the arrogance and presumption of the 
favourite. Aware also of the easy and credulous dispo- 
sition of his master, he knew not what impression mif;ht 
be made by the repeated chai'ges of his enemies; and 
heRan to listen lo the entreaties of his dependents, who 
admonished him, as he tendere'l bis own greatness, to 
hasten bock to England, and to resume his former place 
near tlie person of his sovereign f. 2°. To prolong his 
stay at Madrid was become irksome to his feelings, per- 
haps dangerous to bis safety. His frequent quarrels 
with Olivarez, though apparently suppressed at the 
command of Philip and Cliarles, had crealcil a deadly 
enmity between the two favourites; the levity of hia 



wUBdeTohl liy HDOtb«r ^roelamntioii. I 

m [1 furlod thsiDJigiHlrati-B.Jiiil^^, I 
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5, ihe publicity of his amours, and his unbeoom- 
in^ fimiliarity with the prince, daily shocked the gra- 
Tity of the Spaniards ; and the king himself had said, 
or was reported to have said, that his sister never could 
be happy as a wife, if so violent and unprincipled a man 
continued to enjoy Uie confidence of her husband. The 
duke knew that he had forfeited the esteem of the 
Spanish court ; and resentment on the one hand, in- 
terest on the other, led him at last to oppose that match, 
which it had hitherto been his grea' object to effect *. 

A new cause of delay had arisen from the unexpected 
deatli of Gregory XV, As no use had been made of J"^ 
the dispensation granted by thai pontiff, it was held '* 
necessary to procure another from his successor. In 
the mean while another treaty was concluded and si[;ned, 26, 
by which the prince engaged In marry the infanta at Ma- ^™ 
dcid, on the arrival of tlie answer from Rome, the king ^ 
to send her to England on the Qrst day of the foUuwing 
month of Marcht. Charles, however, bad no intention 
to be bound by this agreement; he assured bis father "J' 
that he would never consent to any ceremony of mar- 
riage, unless with the assurance that bis wife should 
accompany him home, and to further his project he 
requested a royal order for his immediate return. Its 
arrival rendered a new arrangement necessary. It was -^8 
stipulated that the espousals should take place before '^^■ 
the feast of Christmas ; that at the ceremony the prince 
should be represented by Philip or his brother Don 
Carlos, and that a procuration with full powers to that 

• " Tho truth 1> thul Ihia kin; sad hia mfnislets are sro'Ti lo havo n 

■■ have «o DiuQli bowiT witli your iDaieBly HDd Ihe nriuce, lo be to nt 
" DB-ecleil to llwm and theic aStin . . . unlau tou ia,\ some nieana i>t 

^1. 17fl. SOB. S58. Moiireli'i Lettvn, 
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IS exhibiUd at MBi:cid. ' See the da- 
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effect should be clepoated with the earl of BiisMl, anil 
be delivered by that minister to the kiii^ witlnti leu 
days after the receipt of the papal anawi^r. These iu- 
Sept. tidies were re<'ipvorally coufiimed hy oath : the infanta 
^- assumed the title of princess of England, and a coui-t 
was fiirmed for her corresponding to her new dignity, 
S, Philip and Charles patted from each other us brothers, 
with professions of the warmest attachment; their fa- 
vourites, with the open avowal of their enmity. " To 
" the king, the queen, and the princess," said Bucking- 
ham, addressing Olivarez, " I shall always prove myself 
" an humble servant; to you never." " I am honoured 
" by the compliment,'' was the reply of the Castilian *. 

Notwithstanding these oaths and appearances, the 
projected marriage was already broken off in the deter- 
mination of Buckingham, probably in tliat of Charles. 
From Segovia, Clerk, a dependent of the favourite, re- 
turned to Madrid, and, under the pretext of sickness, 
was received into the house of the earl of Bristol. His 
unexpected appearance excited surprised; but he suf. 
fered not his real purpose to ti'anspire till, deceived by 
an ambiguous expression of his host, he persuadeil him- 
self that the papal rescript had been received. Imme- 
S9. diately he put into the hands of Bristol a letter frum the 
prince, forbidding him to deliver the procuration to the 
king, till security had been obtained that the infanta 
would nol, after the marriage contract, retire into a 
convent. That there was any ground lor such a suspi- 
cion we are not told: but the real object of the letter 
was to prevent that marriage, to which Charles had 
bound himself by his oath. The mistake of Clerk af- 
forded tiine to Bristol to defeat the artiflce. He de- 
manded an audience of the king, obtained from him 
•Somen'TTMli.ii.lSlS. Hnnl.Popurt, 1. *3a-431i,476.479. 489. C;i- 



" E. of Itcislol'i liause . . , . We fou that this Cletl 
■■ Ihiiii Id puille (he huslneat." Hmwii'a Lellers, 1 
peii, L 481. LorUs' Jeunuls, 643. Cibala. I07. 216. 
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every security that could he wished, and sent by express 
the iinweicorae Lntellisrence to the British court *. 

The failure of this expedient suggested a second. 
James, at the persuasion of Bucliingham, comnianded ^'^• 
Bristol to deliver the procuration at Christmas, " that 
" holy and joyful time heat iittinii so notable and blessed 
" an aetiou as the marriage."' The earl saw that the 
credulity of his sovereign had been deceived ; and in- 
formed him by express that the powers conferred by the ZS, 
deed would then have expired ; that to present it only 
when it had ceased to be in force, would be to add in- 
sult to bad faith; that the papal approbation was already 
signed at Rome ; and that unless he should receive 
orders to the contrary, he should deem himself bound 
by the treaty and by his oalli to deliver Ihe proxy at the 
requisition of the king of Spain, In the course of a Not. 
fortnight the dispensation arrived at Madrid : Philip ^2. 
appointed the 29tli of November fof the espousals — the 
9lb of the next month for the marriage : the Spanish no- 
bility received invitations to attend ; a platform covered 
with tapestry was erected from the palace Wthe church; 
and orders for public rejoicings were despatched to the 
principal towns and cities. It wanted but four days to 2S 
the appointed time, when three couriers, pressing on ihe 
heels of each other, leached Madrid ; and from them 
Bristol received a prohibition to deliver the proxy, an 
order to prepare for his return to England, and instruc- 
tions to inform Philip, that James was willing to pro- 
ceed to the marriage, whenever he should pledge him- 
self under his own band to take up arms in defence of 
the Palatine, and fls a day when his mediation should 
cease and hostilities begin. The feelings of the Spanish 
monarch were hurt. He replied tliat such a demand at 
such a moment was dishonourable both lo himself and 
• H.tdffirke Paper., i. 131. "ThB connWs! of Olitarti lirotiD \t w tlie 

"Bhoulil'bemido: nnd salilthemmlconfeESBhenevpriu nllhm lirehMl 
" inj mind lo 1» » nnn, snd harily Ihouehl ihe shonW !« oup now. only 
" lo otoid liie prince of WalM." Cluiendon Papen, I. App. six. 
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his sistet. The treaty had been signed, the oaths taken. 
Let the king and the prince fulfil their obligations — he 
would faithfully perfoiin his promises. The prepara- 
tions for the marriage were irameiliately countermanded ; 
the infanta resigned with tears her short-lived title of 
princess of England; and Charles and Buckingham 
triumphed in the victory which they had ohlained over 
Bristol, and the wound which they had inflicted on the 
pride of Spain*. 

A short time previously lo their departure, they had 
received powers to treat respecting the Palatinate : but 
Philip had interrupted the discussion by saying that in 
cnnlemplation of the marriage he would give the king 
of England a blank paper, and would assent to any con- 
ditions which he might prescribe. Now when his anger 
Dec. was cooled, he listened to the representations of Bristol. 
26. and though ha refused, as indecorous, to declare war 
against his nephew the emperor, before he received an 
answer to his mediation, he pledged himself in writing 
never to cease from the pursuit, till he had procured by 
arms or negociation the restitution of the Palatine's he- 
reditai7 dominions. The ambassadors deemed this as- 
surance satisfactory ; but nothing could satisfy men who 
had already determined to kindle a war between the two 

If Buckingham hated, he also feared, the earl of Bris- 
tol. He had seen ihe representation of his conduct, 
whict that minister, in defiance of the prohibition of 
Charles, had sent to the king; and was aware that the 
presence of so able an adversary might shake his autho- 
rity, and disconcert the plans which he had formed, 
Bristol received an order to discontinue his services in 
the Spanish court, but lo take his leisure on his way 
back to England. Philip warned him of the dangers 

• Haidw. Pawn. i^-4,'<i. 411. »2S. CLatenilon Pawn, I. 13, .C« 
bain, 3. 100. 1«. E63. Prynna. 5S-<il. Isolds' Joumnfa, 643. S» Ills 
attmptofCliatlfslojuiti^limselt Ihonghtho imliuiDeotMnl^nerl a 



.,t.db, Google 



which menaced him at home, and offered to make for 
him the most ample provision, if he chose to remain on 
the continent ; but the earl replied that he would rather 
lose his head with a clear cimscieace in England, than 
live under the imputation of treason a duke of Infantado 
in Spain. He hastened his return ; but on his landing 
received an order to repair to his house in the country, 
and to consider himself a prisoner. All his entreaties 
were fruitless. James, though lie wished it, never found 
the opportunity of hearing him, and the disgraced mi- 
nister was not suEfercd either to visit the court, or to take 
his seat in parliament during the remainder of tliis 

From a careful review of all the proceedings connected 
with tlie Spanish m^lch. it may be fairly infened, 1°. 
tliat, had the treaty been left to the address and perse- 
verance of the eail of Bristol itwould have been brought 
to the conclusion winch James so earnestly desired ; 2°. 
that the Spanish council had ministered ample cause of 
offence to the loung prince by their vexatious delays, 
and their attempts to take advantage of his presence; 
3°, that he, nevertheless, entered spontaneAsIy into so- 
lemn eni^ajfements, from which he could not utlerwards 
recede without the breach of bis word ; 4°. and that, in 
oriler to vindicate hia conduct in the eyes of the English 
public, he was compelled to employ misrepresenlation 
and falsehood. But the great misfortune was the bane- 
ful inttuence which such proceedings had upon his cha- 
racter. He was taught to intrigue, to dissemble, to de- 
ceive. His subjects, soon after he mounted the throne, 
discovered the insincerity of their prin:^e : they lost all 
confidence in his professions; and to this distrust may 
in a great measure be ascribed the civil war which en- 
sued, and the evibi which befel both the nation and the 
sovereign. 

• CiibE.18. 4i. 137. laa. l-aris- jQumal!, 536. llurkinshim olWmpled 
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James had received the knights errant, so he called 
them, with congratulations on Iheir safe return, hut ob- 
Bcrved with jirief the altevatinn which had taken place 
in their poliiicul opinions. He shut himself up in soli- 
tude at Newmarket, abstained from his favourite amuse- 
ments of huntitig and hawking, and refused to accept 
the usnal compliments of the courtiers on the first and 
fifth of November. Nothing could persuade him that 
hostility with Spain would procure the restoration of ihe 
Palatinate; and under this impression he proposed to 
Frederic a now arrana;ement, that he should make his 
submission to the emperor ; should offer his eldest son, 
who was to be educated in the English court, in marriage 
to the daughter of that prince ; should receive in quality 
of tutor or administrator possession of his former domi- 
nions, and should be content to leave the disnity of 
elector 1o the duke of Bavaria for life, on condition that 
it should afterwards revert to himself and his heirs. Of 
the consent of Frederic and Philip the king entertained 
'■ no doubt : but the Palatine, encouraged by the known 
■ sentiments of Charles and his adviser, returned an abso- 
lute refti>af '. 

During tlie holidays at Christmas James required the 
opinion of his privy council on the two following ques- 
tions; had the kins "f Spain acted insincerely in the 
late treaty, or had be given sufficient provocation to jus- 
tify a war ? To both a negative answer was returned, to 
the first by all, to the second by a majority, of those pre- 
sent. Buckingham did not conceal his dissatisfection ; 
to Williams, the lord keeper, and Cranfleld, the lord 
treasurer, he held out menaces of vengeance. It was 
not that they had distinguished themselves by the vio- 
lence of their hostility, but he had been aoi^uslomed to 
consider them as his creatures, and ha<l hitherto found 
them obsequious to his will. They were, however, men 
who had no other conscience than interest. During his 

*Cabal>,192.Se£— !69. 
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absence in Spam they began (o doubt the permanence 
of his power, and frozn that lime their fidelity had lluc- 
tuated with the contradictory reports of the court. One 
day they ventured to oppose his views, the nest they 
sought a reconeiiiation with tears and entreaties *, 

Tiie kinfi; had cherished the hope of relie\'iiig his pe- 
cuniary embarrassments from tlie portion of the Infanta: 
the failure of this I'esourc* comjielled him to summon a 
parliament. In respect of Backingham it might appear 
a hazardous experiment ; but his, late opposition to llie 
match had atoned in the eye" of ta adveisar es lor his 
temerity in conducting the prince nio Spaia ond 
thi-ough the agency of Preston a pur tan minister and 
chaplain to the prince, he hal forme 1 a coalition with 1624 
his former enemies of the cou try partj Several pri- 
vate conferences were held between him and the eail of 
Southampton, the lord Say and Sole, and other leaders 
of the opposition in both houses; former injuries were 
reciprocally forgiven; the duke secured impunity to 
himself by surrendering his faithless dependents to the 
vengeance of his new friends; and it was agteed that a 
plentiful supply should be granted to the king, on coiidi- 
tioQ that he put an end to the treaty, and declared war 
against Philip of Spain +. 

The reader must be aware that in ancient times the 
commons entertained the most bumble notions of their 
duties and abilities. They presumed not to pry with 
unhallowed gaze into the mysteries of state ; and if their 
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adviM was occasionally asked by an indi^nt monavch, 
they uniformly replied that audi niatlers were far ahovo 
their capacity. But time had levelled many of the dis- 
linctions which had formerly marked society : wilh the 
difTusion of educalLon political knowled(>e had also been 
diffused ; and, as the commons could no longer be 
guided by the nod of the sovereign, it became necessary 
to coax them by Aattering their priile. and admitting 
their importance. It was, however, with reluctance that 
James subraitled to the advice of his son and favourite, 
and cnnsenttd to divide with parliament what he deemed 
the chief prero<;ative of the crown. But, worn out by 
their prayers and remonstrances, he allowed them to lay 
the state of the negociation with Spain before ihe two 
houses, that after mature deliberation the lords aad 
commons miirht give him their united advice. 
Fell. He opened the parliament in a more humble tons 
'"■ than he had been accustomed to assume. Remember- 
ing former misunderstandings, he had brought with him, 
lie said, an earnest desire lo do his duty, and to mani- 
fest his love for his people. Hehad been long engaged in 
treaties: he had sent his son with the man whom he most 
trusted into Spain, lo discover (he true intent of that 
court; he had received proposals from it since their re- 
turn ; all that had passed should be submitted to their 
consideration, and he should entreat their good and 
sound advice, super totam matenam One thin.? he 
must not forget. Let them jud^ him chaiitably, as 
they would wish to be jadgtd In eiery public and pri 
vale treaty he had alwajs made a lesertilioD fur the 
cause of religion ; "ometimo^ indeed he had tlioufi:ht 
proper to connive at the less rigorous execution of the 
penal statutes; but to dispense with an}, to foibid or 
alter any that concerned religion, he exclaimed " I 
" never promised or yielded— I nevei thought it with my 
" heart, nor spoke it with my mouth*.'' In conclusion. 
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he bade them (o beware of jealousy, to remember tbat 
time was precious, and to avoid all imjierlinent and irri- 
tatina; inquiries '." 

Within a few dajs a general conference was hiild be- 
twoen the two bouses. Before them BuciiLn'^ham deli- Feb- 
vered a long and specious narrative of the proceed in s;3 *<• 
with Spain. The prince (bo early was he initiated in 
the art of deception) stood by him to aid his memory, 
and to vouch for his accuracy ; and the two secretaries 
attended to read a few jjarbled extracts from despatches 
which tended to support his statement -h The only man 
who could have exposed the fallacy, the earl of Bristol, 
was by order of the council confined to his house ; but 
the Spanish ambassadors protested against the speech of 
the duke, as injurious to their sovereign, and asserted 
that, had one of their countrymen spoken in the same 
manner of the king of England in Spain, he would have 
paid with his head the forfeit of his insolence. The two 
houses, however, defended the conduct of Buckingham ; 
declared that his words regarded the acts of the Spanish 27. 
ministers, not of the king ; and, in an address to the 
throne, pronounced their opinion that neither the treaty Mar. 
for the marriage, nor that for the restoration of the Pa- 3. 
Utinate, eould be continued with honour or safety $. 

James shuddered at the prospeci which opened before 
him, but had not the spirit to oppose the precipitate 
counsels of his son and his favonrite. After some faint 
and ineffectual struggles he submitted to his fete, and 
suffered himself to be borne along with the current. In 
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M an w to the address he observed that there were two 
^ p t f r consideration, — one, whether he could with 
h nd conscience engage in war, and that regarded 

h ni If Kclusively ; the other, whether he possessed 
tl a s of prosecuting it with vigour, whith depended 

upon them. His debts were enormous, his exchequer 
was empty, his alhea were impoverished, and the repairs 
of the navy, the charge of the army, and the defence of 
Ireland, would each require considerable sums. How- 
ever, if they were to vote a grant of money, he promised 
that it should be placed under the control of commis- 
Eioners appointed by themselves, and that no end should 
be put to the war til! he had previously taken their ad- 
vice : concessions, the reader will observe, by which, for 
that time at least, he transferred to the houses of parlia- 
ment two branches of the executive authority *. 

12. This speech called forth a second address, in which 
both lords and commons offered, in general terms, to 
support him with their persons and fortunes. To pre- 
sent it was the lot of the archbishop of Canterbury, — a 
welcome task to one who, but six months before, had, 
with a trembling hand and heavy heart, sworn to the re- 
ligious articles of the Spanish treaty. But, when he 

ir. congratulated James on " his having become sensible of 
" the insincerity of the Spaniards, — " Hold," exchiinied 
the monarch, " you insinuate what I have never spoken. 
" Give me leave to tell you. that I have not expressed 
" myself to be either sensible or insensible of their good 
" or bad dealing. Buckingham hath made you a rela- 
" tion on which you are to judge; but I never yet de- 
" clared my mind upon it +. 

The king, in conclusion, required a present aid of 
700,000^. to begin the war, and an annual supply of 
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150,(100?. towards the liquidation of his debts. The 
rnnount shook the resolution of the commons, but the 
piiiice and the duke assured them that a smaller sum f/j^f 
would be accepted, and they voted 300,000^, to be raised 22 
within the course of twelve montlis. This vote was 
coupled with another addiess in vindication of Bucking- 24. 
ham, against the complaints of the Spanish ambassadors, 
and was followed by a royal proclamation announciug 
that both the treaties with Spain were at an end ". 

The proceerlings after the Easter recess may be ar- ^pjjj 
ranged under three heads. — 1°. A joint petition was 23. 
presented to the king, ptaying hira to enforce the penal 
statutes aL^ainst catholic priests and recusants +. James 
once more called God lo witness that he never intended 
to dispense with those laws, and promised that he 
would never permit, in any treaty whatsoever, the inser- 
tion of any clause importing indulgence or toleration to 
the eatholicsj. A proelaraation was issued, command- 
ing all missionaries to leave the kingdom against a cer- 
tain day, uniler the penalty of death. The judges and 
magistrates received orders to put in execution the lawa 
as in former times: the lord mayor was admonislied zo 
arrest all persons coming from mass in the houses of the 
foreign ambassadors ; and James asked the advice of 
the bishops and his council respecting the most eligible 
meansof educating the children of catholics in the re- 
formed doctrines }. But the commons wore not aiiisfleJ. 

• Ibid. 275. STH. S8S. Jonnuls of CommrnHjTTO. The «rt ot Emhml, 
t Tlic camliliiihnMl ntuln OurnU be lold, tli>l tbe comnunH liM »- 
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Every member was called upon to state Ihe names of all 
persona holding officie in his county, and known or sus- 
pected to be cathoHcs. Tlie lisl, after several erasures 
and alteralions, received the ap|)robation of the house, 
and a petition for the immediate removal of these per- 
sons from their situations was unaniraoualv Tnted. But 
the lords, when it was sent up to them,' returned for 
answer, that it was the custom of their house to receive 
evidence upon oath, and to hear the parlies accused : 
that to concur in the petition, would be to judge and 
condemn without sufficient proof ; and therefore it was 
thought better that the prince should communicate it 
privately to the kinjf, as a matter of state which deserved 
his most serious attention. In this fhey acquiesced; 
the petition was read to James and then forgotten* 

3°. The commons revived their committee of griev- 
ances, and all persons holding patents from the crown 
received orders lo send them in for inspection, After a 
long and tedious scrutiny, some were returned as innocu- 
ous, several were pronounced illegal, and the remainder 
was reserved for exam' af n n th ub q t n. 

When they presented th (m oe Inn num 
her, to the Iting, he b gg d u t p t b 

grievances lo them — Ihjhd noahd nhis 
ecclesiastical authorit thyhl dm dpi t f 
undoubted utility, and all ! q h y 1 ad 

suffered themselves lo b d t d by tl 1 wj wh 
be would say it to the f s. f 11 th p pi tl 

kmgdom, wore the gr t t g t h bj t 

for where the case was g d t n h f ti 1 1 z nt 
they took care that it h Id p h fl al t hem 

aelTest. 

• Lort.; JontMl,, 397. Joonw).ofCaMoion>,75(,776.7S8.79ii. Thi. 
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3°. The leadsra of the country party hastened to avail 
themselves of their compromise tiith Buckingham and 
began with iho prosecution of Cranfi d M dd 



The reader will recollect that the t w 

the two whom the favourite had d w h h 

vengeance. James wished, but had a 

save him. He admonished Bucking am be w 

he put into the hands of the coram w p w h 

they might one day wield against himself* ; he wrote 
to the lower house thai the earl of Middlesex, instead of 
advising, as they supposed, the dissolution of the last 
parliament, had on his knees begged for its continu- 
ance t; and he reminded the lords that the treasurer 
held an office, in which he could not be faithful to his 
prince without creating enemies to himself; that in 
many things he had no will of his own, bnt was merely 
the minister of the royal pleasure; and that amidst a 
multiplicity of business it was very possible for the most 
upright mind to commit error, through want of infor- 
mation or fallibility of judgment. But the influence of 
Buckin|j;hom was irresistible. Petitionswore presented ^f^ 
against Middlesex, and the commons impeached him 
before the lords of biibery, oppression, and neglect of 
duty. On his trial he maintained his innocence, re- 
pelled the charges with spirit, and loudly complained of 
the inequality between hia prosecutors and himself. 
They had been allowed three weeks to prepare the 
chai'ge, he but three days to prepare his defence: they 
relieved each other in turn : he was compelled, day 
after day, to stand for eight hours at the bar till his 
strength was totally exliausted : they had the aid of the 
most experienced lawyers ; he was left to himself with- 
out the benefit of counsel. By many he was believed 
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May innocent: the lords acquitted him on two, but pn>- 
'■*' nounced him guilty on four of the charges, and he was 
condemned to pay a fine of SO.doO/, to be imprisoned 
during pleasure, and to be for e\er excluded fiom par- 
liament and from the verge of the court Ho«ever, his 
complaint of hardship, though useless to himself, proved 
serviceable to others. The lords, aware that they might 
28. hereafter stand in his place, ordered, that in all subse- 
ijuent impeachments, the accused should be furnished 
with copies of the depositions in his favour and against 
him, and that, at his demand, he should he alloweii (lie 
aid of counsel learned in the law *. 

The other great officer who had been threatened, was 
the bishop of Lincoln, lord keeper; hut the petitions 
aganst hira were sutFered to lie dormant till the end of 
tile session, when the committee reported to the house, 
that of those which had been examined, some were 
groundless, and the others furnished no matter for a 
criminal charge. He owed, however, his safety to his 
own prudence and humility. Of a less unbending dis- 
position than Cranfield, he was no sooner aware of the 
danger, than he sought a reconciliation with the duke, 
solicited the intercession of the prince, made his sub- 
mission in person, and received this cold yet consolatory 
answer, " I will not seek yoUT ruin, though I shall cease 
" to study your fortune." This was at tho commence- 
ment of parliament : during its continuance chance 
threw in his way the opportunity of doing a service to 
Buckingham, which called for the gratitude, though it 
did not restore the affection of the offended patron t. 

• TjKda' Jonnuls, 307—383. 418. The liioi had ordcml tlr Biphard 
WtBU.n lo ireseiit la him any iwtUlon ft™ Ihe B,rl. On Ibe 39Ui of May 
"■- —'•■- •■' 1 a peUnon tnhU snL^ipepl i l>iii be durS 
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.D. 1624.] INTRIGUE AGAINST BUCKINGH4M, 323 



For three moiitlis the Spanish ambassadors, the 
marquess Ynoiosa and Don Cnrlos Coloma, had sought 
a private aadience of the king, but were never permitted 
to see him unless in the company of the prince and 
Buckingham. Atlongth Col oma contrived lo withdraw Apr. 
their attenlion, while Ynoiosa plated a note in the hands SI. 
of James, who immediately secreted it in his pockeL 
The consequence was, that the same evening tlie earl 
of Kelly clandestinely conducted to the royal apartment 
Carendolet, the secretary of the legation, who stated to 
the king in the name of the ambassadors, that he was a 
prisoner in his own palace, surrounded by spies and in- 
formers ; that none of his servants dared to execute his 
commands, or to give him tlieir advice without the pre- 
vious approbation of Buckingham ; and that tlie kingdom 
was no longer governed by its sovereign, but by a man 
who, to gratify his own revenge, sought to draw his bene- 
factor into an unjust and impolitic war. The king pro- 
mised secrecy, but it happened that at this very time the 
bishop of Lincoln kept in his pay the mistress of Caren- 
dolet; from whom he heard of the furtive interview 
between her lover and James, and imraediateiy trans- 
mitted the information to the prince*. 

Three evenings later Caiendolet waited a second time 24. 
on the king with a written statement, that Buckingham 
concerted all his proceedings with the earls of Oxford 
and Southampton, and those members of the commons 
who had been punished for their insolence at the con- 
clusion of the last parliament ; that for this purpose he 
was in the habit of meeting them at suppers and ordi- 
naries where he revealed to them the secrets of state, the 
king's private oath, and the important negociation re- 

•BiuklDglmm lhu> npreuei lils disumlFnl lo I^mi^s; -■ In ubcdirocfl 

• lo yout lummnndl. 1 xUl 1^11 the luiuu ot |.Dt]LBmeiil. ib.t ^uu Hue 
" takcD luoh > aec» ihtam ami CDiigti, us am kQoiviiii,' liuw vui irLU be 
" lUia bieIiI, yuuue IHlyrti.bL< lo utipulul lIlFm s dny ul' hniilng i but I 

* H ill Biilwat lu trll iliem Uiui, BotwllLialnnJiiig gf juur colli, jou w»re 
" ibLelosiKikwiUilhe kluii of Spain's luB lumenls. ttiougli nut uriih 
' youc QHD aublects," Hudwieke fappta. L 461}. 'I'hs hr-arini u which 
he allmlni was gcauled the next dsj, Iba a&L LtaiM' JaDtiuil>,31T. 
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BpecCing Holland * ; that it hart been their joint deter- 
mination, if James should oppose their designs, to con- 
fine him ill a house in the counlry, and to conduct the 
government under the name of the prince as regent ; 
and that the duke, with the hope of drawingthe succes- 
sion to the crown into his own family, proposed to marry 
his daughter to the eldest son of the Palatine, whose 
wife was next heir after Charles, James frequently in- 
terrupted him with broken sentences. There was, he 
owned, something suspicious in the conduct of the duke; 
yet no one had hitherto brought any charge against 
that uohteman, nor could he believe that either his son 
or his favourite sought to do him harm, or had sufficient 
power to resist his authority. His son, he said, had 
been formerly attached loSpain,bulwasnois" strangely 
" carried away by rash and youthful conceits, following 
" the humour of Buckingham, who had he knew not 
" how many devils in him since his return.'' The com- 
munication, however, made a deep impression on his 
mind. In the morning he appeared pensive and 
melancholy ; though he took Charles with him in his 
carriage, he refiisedto admit the duke, and soon after- 
wards bursting into tears, he lamented that in his old 
age he was deserted by those on whom he had fixed his 
fonilest affections+. 

By whose agency these feelings had been excited in 
the king was sufficiently known; but to unravel the 

■ 11 Is pinin tliat in EDOIemiilalbn at Ihe Spnnigli inatoh, ,1i>niFi )i:Ld 
vtnrlilwuiumonsnXiu tDi;i>Dci'iai'>umll»iiublic. IluilT Puiaci, i'. 

t ?» Cii1»K S'le. nucklsglimn lolrl the nnihldihoii ft Einlmxn, ihiit 
iwl »"?«." hT^« I'lmlBulSllBlwn ypeiicluittOtt. llflUll<.u']rEn.brqn! 



- aimicion at hi> liniieot huvine hti UaugbMr maiistl lo iier hlijIiD 
■ uniK, all lUogi wna olloily umbeil lo piuceb'- AicbieoL ivtt. SS 
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plot, lo discover the particulars of tlie intrigue waa re- 
scn-ed for the policy of WiUiams, "who felt h.mself 
" panged like a woman in traiail, liU he should know 
" the irulh." To procure an iiiler\ lew with < arendoltt, 
he ordered the arrest of a cath .lie priest, the intimate 
acquaintance of the Spaniard, «h. immediatdy came 
to intereede for his triond and lookin^; on the loid 
keeper as one who-e safely depended on llie ruin of 
Buckingham, solicited his aid in support of the piojett. 
At sui;b a moment it was not difficult for Williams lo April 
worm the whole secret ont of Carendolet. He trans- 27. 
mitled the inlbriaation to the prince, gave it as his advice, 
that he or the duKe should never lose sight of the king' 
and added a written memorial in which he had care- 
fully answered each of the charges advanced hy the 
Spaiiiai'ds. 

'J'lie perusal of this paper, aided as it was by the 
remarks of Charles, shook, though it did not enlitely 
remove, the auspicious of James. The next Sunilav he W»v 
entered the councd chamher with a bible in his hand 3. 
swore all present to speak the truth, and commanded 
them to anRnrfki- mt-t^i^ ^,^^^^:^_^ _..■.. i ^ , . 
pared rela 
They all a 



, » * "■ "i'tuii iiio iruin, ana commanded 

them to answer certain questions which he had pre- 
pared relative to the supposed designs of the duke -. 
Ihev all assumed an air of surprise, and pleaded igno- 
rance. Buckingham .complained of the insult offered 

olisloyatj= but such was the agitation of his mind, 
that he fell, or pretended to fall, into a fever and was 
conllne:l a fortni.ht to his chamber. The king pitied 
him, required the ambassadors to produce the names of 
their informers, and took their refusal for a complete 
jnstification of his favourite. Ynoiosa. however a. 
sumed a bolder tone, he demanded an audience of Ihe 
tire; and, when he was told that he must explain his 
mnid to the ministers, asked for a sh.p to leave Ihe 
kingdom. James was anxious to see him, but Charles 

• On thi. Eubjecl 
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Juno and Buckingham objected : he departed without the 
18. usual presents, and on his arrival in Spain, found that 
j8- an accusation had already been lodged affainat liim by 
the English ambassador *. In his justification be main- 
tained, that Carcnilolet had advanced nutbinj; by liis 
orders but what was true ; that no credit ought to be 
given to those counsellors who pretended ignoranre, 
because they wei-e accomplices ; and that he could 
mention several officers about the court both able and 
willing to prove the guilt of Buckingham, were they not 
silenced by the fear of his vengeance and the pusillani- 
mity of tlie king. By the influence of his cousin Oli- 
varez, he waa restored, after a restraint of a few days, 
to the favour of his sovereign +. 

The visible reluctance with which James had assented 
to the proceedings in the two houses, provoked a general 
suspicion that the duko held his power bj a very pre- 
carious tenure J. Secure, however, of the support of 
the prince, and confiding in their united inUuence over 
llie easy mind of the king, he despised the intrigues, 
and laughed at the predictions of his enemit'S. One of 
his chief objects, after the rising of pailiament, was to 
prnvideforthe recovery of the Palatinate, Ambassadors 
hastened from England to one half of the courts in 
Europe, and arguments, promises, and presents were 
employed to raise up enemies against the house of 
Austcia. 1°. The long truce between Spain and the 
states had expired: war was already kindled in the 
Netherlands ; and Buckingham seized the opporlunity 
to conclude a defensive, but not offensive league, betireea 
the king of Great Britain and the seven united pro- 
vinces. It was stipulated that in the case of foreijin 
1, each of the coutractingparties should be bound 



ubuiuloi^ quoUd bj Ouw, iv. 11?. 
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to aid the other, the king with an army f tl i t 
with one of 4nuU men and tliaC, at 1 1 f 

tlie wet the e\pe 131.3 of the lu'vihi yf h Id b 

defra)ed by that puwei which hal e j } d th b fit 
ot ila seru^es The news had j d t h 

m^sacre of the English factor) at Amb y d tl 

nation resounded with complaints eg t tl ai 

a id the iuliuman ty of the Dutcb ; b t lb th 

hand the S[;aniaid3 had alreaily fu m d tb g f 
Bre la and Cbarles and Bu<.ktn„ham 1 d g g 

iQ hostilities with Spain Tbe ciy f g J 

therefore iuppresse I the treaty sign d d th d f 
60U0 men immediulely furnisl ed* 

2° To the I mgs of Snelen and Denmark, and the 
protebtant powers ill Getmany the English envoys sub- 
muted the plan of a cru?ade fur tie depression of the 
calhuhc power in the empire. They made a strong 
appeal to the religion and tbe interest of these princes : 
and there were few who refused, on the promise of a 
liberal subsidy, to subscribe to the holy alliance. 3°. 
Though the catholic states of France, Venii^e, and 
Savoy deemed it dishonourable to enter publicly into a 
prolestant league against the professors of Ihe same 
fiiitli with themselves, their enmity to the bouse of 
Austria led them to contribute towards its success ; and 
tliey privately engaged lo dislraet, by the demonstration 
of hostilities, the attenlion of Spain, to furnish money 
towards (he support of the army of the Palatine, and to 
allow auxiliary forces to be levied in tbeir own do- 
minions. 4'. Count Mansfield, tbe celebrated adven- 
turer, and cbief prop of Frederic's declining fortune, 
came to England. Towai-ds ihe payment of his army, 1 
heobiaiued a promise of 20,000/. per month; and as a 

■ Clarendon p»K"' j- 31—25- D«m™t. 158. The kirig nl Franca 

Li,uu'«sk.?°ll™'urB, ItMbia subJMl. In HoUi.nd should Iir.b ih- trw 
ei«(dMirftll«itreUgicai. ll km aanlKl only Mithin Ihe Uouw of Ma 
■DbuBidw, BiidanllwioudUioDlhuiioiiMivatinniiRwut. Ibid, MS. 
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but aftm^arda, in profiortion as his affections were 
estranired from the infantH, liis thoughts reverted to 
Henrietta ; and after his return to England, the lord 
Kensington was despatched at liis request tu her brother's 
court. He appeared there without any official character; 
but the object of his visit was undeistood. and he re- 
ceived from the queen mother assurance of a favourable 
result. As soon as James had dissolved the treaty 
with Spain *, the earl of Carlisle joined Kensington ; 
both took the title of ambassadors ; and the proposal of 
marriage was formally made. The pope. Urban VIII., Maii 
and Pliilip of Spain made several attempts to dissuade 
Jjjuis fi'om giving his consent ; butthat monarch yielded 
to tlie influence and the reasoning of his mother, who 
represented it as a measure likely to prove most bene- 
ficial to France. Commissioners were appointed, who, 
aware that the English kin;r had fixed his heart on the 
match, and that the power of Buckingham depended on 
the success of the treaty, graduallj rose in their de- 
mands. It was agreed that the parties should be married 
in France after tbe same manner in which Henry IV. 
had been married to Maiguerile de Valois ; that on the 
arrival of the princess in England, the contract should 
be publicly riitifted wilhout any religious ceremony; 
that she and her servants should be allowed the free 
exercise of their religion as fully as bad been stipulated 
for the infanta ; that tbe childrBn should remain under 
her care till they were thirteen yeirs old ■ that her 
p b d 80 00 nd h b d 

n h rse d h sc nd ng 
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indulgence promised lo ihe English catholics by the 
treaty of Madrid, should be secuied by the treaty 
pending at Paris. This unexpected demand, after the 
orders so recently given to the judges, ihe oath taken 
by the prince, and the promise made to parliament by 
James, offered an almost insuperable difficulty. The 
'■ negociation was at a stand; different expedienls were 
• suggested, and refused ; at last the French cabinet 
acquiesced, or seemed to acquiesce, in the' following 
compromise, that the king of England, in a secret 
engagement, signed by himself, his son, and a secre- 
tary of state, should promise to grant to his catholic 
subjects greater freedom of religion than tliey could 
have claimed in virtue of the Spanish match, without 
luoleslalion in their persons, or property, or con- 

;. After this agreement both James and Louis signed 
the treaty. They had even ratified it with their oaths, 
when Ihe French ministers raised an unexpected objec- 
tion. The secret promiae, they said, was conceived in 
general terms ; it bound the king t« no specific measure 
of relief; it left him at liberty to enlarge or restrict the 
indulgence at his pleasure. By the ambassadors at 
Paris this complaint was viewed as an attempt to re- 
open a negociation which had been definitively closed. 
They expressed, in forcil)le terms, Iheir suiprise and 
indignation ; they advised Buckingham to resist with 
spirit; they even ventured to loretell that the French 
court would recede from its pretensions, rather than 
forfeit the benefit of the marriage. But this to the king 
and his son appeared a hazardous experiment ; tiiey 
knew that the Spaniards were endeavouring to seduce, 
by the most tempting offers, the fldeliiy of Louis ; and 
they shrunk from the disgrace of a second and more 

• Hjirdwicke pnpi-r^, i 523—547- Clarendon pnp. Li. A|tp.ii. Lord 
Romf. wlio soliciud Ulfl prtpat dispeuMlion. See h teller Itom tilm lo 
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vexatious failure. Under such appreheiisions, it was 
deemed best to submit to the imposition, and in tlie 
place of the former engagement were substituted the 
three Ibllowing articles: that all cai holies, imprisoned 
for religion since the rising of parliament, should be 
discharged ; that all fines levied on recusants since 
that period should he repaid ; and that for the future 
they should suffer no molestation on account of the pri- 
vate and peaceable exercise of iheir worship *. 

Tims had the king, after nine years of embasEJes and 1625 
negociations, apparently surmounted every obstacle to 
the matriase of his son with ct princess of equal biith, 
and powerful kindred. The duke of Chevreuse had 
been appointed by Charles his proxy, and tlie duke of 
Buckingham had received orders to conduct the royal 
bride to England, when, to Ihe surprise and vexation of 
both parties, the nuncio, Spada. by order of Urban, re- 
fused to deliver the papal dispensation without some 
better security for the performance of ihe three promises 
in favour of the English catholics. The French minis- 
ters offered to substitute a dispensation by the ecclesias- 
tical autliorities in France : but tiie oifer was refused 
by James, on the ground that in that case the validity 
of the marriage might afterwards be disputed; and the 
pontiff was at last satisfled with an oath taken by Louis, Mar. 
by which he bound himself and liis successors to employ 21 
the whole power of France in compelling, should it be 
necessary, James and his son to fulfil their engage- 
ments t. The dispensation was now delivered : but the 
English king lived not to witness tlie celebration of the 
marriage. His indisposition was at first considered a ter- 
tian ague, afterwards the gout iu the stomach; but, what- 
ever was its real nature, under his obstinacy in refusing 
medicine, and tbe hesitation or ignorance of his physi- 
cians, it proved fatal. On the eleventh day he received 
the sacrament in tbe presence of his son, bis favourite, 

• Ibid. !M7— 561. Cihali,320. PryBne.7!. Kush-mrlh, i. 173. 
■tMS.dMpJltabeadelRunzioHjKida. ClarendoD Fapeis, u, App. ixl. 
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and lis attendants, with a. serenity of mind and fen-our 
of devotion which drew teare from the eyes of the he- 
holders *. Early on the fourleenth lie sent for Ciiarles : 
hut hefore the prince could reach the chamber, the king 
had lo»t the faculty of speech, and in tlie course of a 
fifW hours expire<l, in Iha fifty-ninth year of his age, and 
'• the twenty-third of hia reign. Of his seven cliildren, 
' three sons ond four daughters, two only survived him ; 
Choiles, his successor on the throne, and Elizabeth, the 
titulnr queen of Bohemia-!'. 

James, though an nble man, was a weak monarch. 
His quickness of apprehension and soundness of judg- 
meut were marred by hia credulity and partialities, ht» 
childish fears, and habit of vacillation. Eminently qua- 
lified, to advise as a counsellor, he wanted the spirit and 
resolution to act as a sovereign. His discourse teemed 
wilh maxims of political wisdum, his conduct frequently 
hore the impress of political imbeciliiy. If, in the lan- 
guage of his flatterers, he was the British Solomon, in 
the opinion of less interested observers he merited the 
appellation given to him by the duke of Suliy, tlial of 
" the wisest fool in Europe t" 
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A..D. 1625.1 HCS CHAHS.CTER. 233 

It was his miafortune, at the moment when he took 
into his hands the reins of government in Scotland, to 
fall into the possession of woithless and pioHigate fa- 
vourites, who, bv gratifying hi= inclmalions. wrnght to 
perpetuate IheiT own iiiHuenre. and it is to that love ot 
ease and indulgence which he then aci[uired, that we 
ought to attribute the various anomahes m hischaracter. 
To this we see him continually sacrificing his duties and 
his interests, seeking m his eail.er jears to shun by 
every tixpedient the tedium of public business, and 
shifting at a later period the burthen ot goyeinmenl 
from himself to the shoulders ,.f hi» favourites II 
taught him to practise, in pursuit of hm enda, duplicity 
and cunning, to break his word with as much facility as 
he gave it, to snear and forswear as best suited his con- 
venience It plunged him into debt that he might 
spare himself the pain of refusing importunate suitors, 
and induced him to sanction measures which he con- 
demned, that he minht escape from the contradiction of 
his son and his favourite. To forget his mres m the 
hurry of the chase, or the exercise of the goll, in carous- 
ing at table, or laughing at the buffoonery and indecen- 
cies practised by th[)se around him, seems to uave con- 
- stituted the chief pleasure of his life*. 

Ill temper James was ha,-ty and variable, easdy pro- 
voked, and easily appeased. During his passion he 
would scream, and curse, and indulge in blasphemous 

.' iin» Mt=nel. -fch felt <» becauM ba n.un -«.Ut h« b^d.. mli. 
■■ r«b'dh\t fl^B^r* ™a. '"«''^?;;*^''J|;*",^^f^tuk";u" in hi! 



ft^'^^.^et'^-.SSX'P^oli^Vol^itdh^.Sedtuj^^^^ 
^ilL-kiPB W.ned .«dB, Bdiimlug. " A«.y, 1« ih«B»." Wilwn. SIS. 
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or indelicate allusions : when his passion was cooled, he 
would forgive, or sue to be foi^iven*. Though he was 
no admirer of female beauty, he is charged with encou- 
raging the immoralities of Somerset and Buckingham ; 
and the careBsea which he heaped on his favourites, 
joined to the indelicacy of his familiar correspondence, 
have induced some writers lo hint a suspicion of more 
degrading habits. But so odious a charge requires more 
substantial proof than an obscure allusion in a petition, 
or the dark insinuation of a malicious libel, or the re- 
ports which reached a foreign and discontented ambas- 
sador 1". 

From his pret^eptor, Buchanan, James had im- 
bibed the maxim that " a sovereign ought to be tlie 
" most learned clerk in his dominions." Of his intel- 
lectual acquirements he has left numerous specimens in 
his norks: but bis literary pride and self-sufHuiency, 
his habit of interro);ating others, that he might discover 
tlie extent of their reading, and the ostentatious display 
which he continually made of his own learning, though 
they won the flattery of his attendants and courtiers, 
provoked the contempt and derision of real scholars. 
Theology he considei'cd as the first of sciences on ac- 
count of its object, and of the highest importance to 
himself in quality of liead of the church and defender 
of the faith. But though he was always orthodox, his 
belief was not exempt from change. For many years 

• Isi»9 drmmded orGibbiwne popeta nhich had been di^linKrl ta 
Isenn. Qibb. on li)> knees, prulesled tbsl he hod nevn teen Ihem. 

"f^'l'heauU^'eatisdiii^ or Semen' IVncti. li,4SS. Th-t, for the 
aaineemeDtDribtihLuir, decdDoy wasahaiDeruUv uainixnl Id Uieoriiiflft at 
UurrhiuutiJun liouae, caiiDDt be ihnibted — it a canflTaied by Ui« onmlnct 
of the fuioarileiil Mudrldlu |irr»-uoe of Ibe piince (Cnlialn. n^- Hat 

hT.™^'uohl«Wy »Uml btn.e i''rH]!lalM'e'?ll"''°imi^UDrtor. «'3 
bit inromimt. tKailnier.ii.2W.aUa.S65.271.27fi.) The kiiiga pnitiBlity 

Hut lulDiilet, ud prompted him lo exsneralo ilul misrepnuaL 
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his opinions retained a Aeep tini^e of Calvinism ; this 
was imperceptibly eleai^ away by the conversation of 
Laud and MonliRue, and othei his'i churchmen ; and 
befure the close of Ins reign he had adopted the milder, 
but conlrarj, doctnnes of Aiminiu'- To llie last lie em- 
ployed himself in theolofiical pursuits: and to revise 
works of religious institution, to give directiuns to 
preachers, and to confute the heresies of foreign divines, 
were objects which occupied the attention, and divided 
the cares of the sovereign of three kingdoms*. 

Besides divinity there was anotlier sc^ienoe with which 
he was equally conversant, that of demonology. With 
great parade of learning, he demonstrated the existence 
ofwilthesaud the mischiefs of witchcraff, against the 
objections of Scot and Wierus, he e\en discovered a 
satiBfactory solution of that obscure hut interesting 
question, " Why the deiil dirt worke more wiih aun- 
" cient women than otheis ' But ancient women had 
no reason to congiatuhle themselvo'f on the sigacity of 
their 'overeign Witchcraft, at his sohcilalion, was 
mide a capital offence, and fiom the (.ommencemenl of 
his reign there scarcely passed a jear m which some 
aged female ur other was not condemned to ejtpiate on 
the gallows her imaginary communications with the 
evil spirit 

Had the lot of James been cast in private hfe, he 
might have been a rLspectnble country gLUtleman the 
elevation of the throne exposed his foibles to the gaze 
of the public, and tliat at a time when the growing spirit 

• In Ihe aiilumn of 1624, Hib nrelilj1jlio|i of Embmn cnnio lo Enelind bi 
ordfrotlhekiiiaorFmaof,i.ii.l hail hemolcwilMTDM. "til. jBmejBBrl 
Bntkinalinni tBuneetiii! ilie i™ty otmatriBB*. In ono rf lh«w. H"' Wni 
•nnrcd thu pnlMfi Ihil bg bna nollilng more ti henrt Uwn w »irt»hUali 
lil*ny lit sDiudeneB in liii rtomiuioi... ind Ibsl fui tliw t.ut™«8 he 
iad ifviitii B BierlfD!! or Engltili nnd lowlpi (iButiibly PirOBh) 
AWiarn 10 be holil™ « Doibc nr Honloaiw, who ihiiold iMUo "■'"'"?" 

bj Ihe BrcbbiBhop. Oiougli lie cerloinly infctteil rrom iheBi, 'p"' l"™" 
.^.hed W tCka B touitoii b«w.eo tlw l«<> Bhurolie^ Bud lo hold ihi. th«- 
kHtiaKucohly B.Bp«pK=lory mi'More. See R^on de M. L A«lu 
dTmbrBD, •ntgoined to IleBtesDt's MeiBOin. 327-377- 
TOL. II. 21 
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offreedom, andlhemore p;enoral diffusion of Knowledge 
had rendered men less willing to admit the pretensions, 
and more eager to cansuve tlie defects, of tlieir superiors. 
With all his learning and eloquence, he failed to acquire 
the love or the esteem of his subjects; and though he de- 
served not the reproaches oast on his memory hy the 
revolutionary writers of the next and succeeding reigns, 
posterity has agreed to consider him as a weak and pro- 
dig:il lung, and a vain aad loquacious pedant*. 

• Sea note (0), 
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Chables was in his twenty-fifth yeav when he ascended 1625. 
the throne. His accession caused no material alteration I""- 
amiin;; the members of the council, or in the policy of 
the government. The world had seld im seen the same 
individual monopolize the fuft u Inra- 
narchs : hut Buckingham p d th fid e of 

the son as firmly as he had j j d th t f th f th . 
The death of James was eveu h f Th Id 

kiii^ had begun lo feel unasud 1 tlbt 

Charles listened to hi» counsel w tl tl d 1 j a d 

cluns; tu his interefits with ll b ( na y. t } th 

The first question which claimed the attention of the 30. 
new monarch was the match with France ; and on the 
third day after the decease of his father he ratified at 
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king the Ireaty to which he had formerly subscribed as 

prince. The duke of Clievreuse. his kinsman of the 

May house of Guise, was a second time appointed to act as 

'' his pi'uxy : tlie cac^nal of lloi^he-fbucaulc performed the 
marriasa teierauiiy on a platform erected befiii* the 
great door of the cathedral of Paris*; and the duke of 

8- Buckingham liasteued to that capital with a numerous 
retinue to bring home the royal bride. Seven days were 
spent in rejoicings for an event which was supposed to 
have cemen led an eternal union between the twocrowns. 
After some delay, occasioned by the illness of Louis, the 
queens, Mary of Medici and Anne of Austria, accompa- 
Jone nied Henrietta from her brother's court -h At Dover 

12. s\xe was received by Chai-les, at tlie head of the English 
nobility; the contract of marriage was publicly renewed 
in the great hall in Canterbury ; and the royal couple 

16. repaired to Whitehall, and tlience to the palace of 
Hampton court %. Their solemn entry into tlie metro- 
pulifwas prevented by the ravages of a contagious ma- 
lady, the most destructive, so it was asserted, in the me- 
mory of man f . 

Charles had Utile leisure to attend to the enteitain- 
ment of his young queen. The day after their arrival 

18. he met his Grst parliament, and submitted the state of 



t Tlie que^-motbFE hsd Inteniled lo secnmpujr bcr dnngbler la Eng- 

[bllinn 1 " J'eiiims mi mie kHUEuis, i>iua qu'cllv un le Hen et in eemi'Dt 

uimB^ulmceut pourceqii'*r\1eBApon£e un a^iail roi, mulfl nan peEBODna 
GDmeUTotn. Jd vuuB ia recunimtfndH cumme la ereululH du ni^iDdti qui 

The iflMlirr will ubBrrve tUiit by the urnul^ttJtfuS luioplvd txitti iiirunitDi' 

t la Me»ii"« Utai to Stuletille, the weeWy ifotha in London iotreiiss 
in nn alnrmiui nuaner, rrom GU lo %A% 1231. 3^!. July 3U. Ellij', lii. 
203. Slla. a*-;. 309. Tbe uomher of dratlia io London nod WeslminsUr 
duibig Ibe y«u wu 63,001, of wbiiA 41,313 of Ibe flogut. 



o.led by Google 



A.D. 1625.] STATE OP PARTIES. 239 

his finances to its consideration. The supply granted lo 
his father had not covered the moiety of those. charges 
for whicOi it had been voted : James had bsqueothed to 
his successor personal debts aroountiog to 700,000/. ; 
a;;d the accession and mairrioge of the new king had in- 
volved hira in extvaordinary, though necessary, expenses. 
It «as, however, with cheerfulness and confidence that 
Ite threw himself on the bounty of his subjects. Tobim 
those ohjeclions did not apply which had always been 
opposed to the pecuniary demands of the late monarch. 
It could not he said of him that he h.iil wantonly plunged 
himself into debt, or that he had squandered among his 
minions the revenues of the crown, or that he had 
awakened the jealousy of the people by preaching up the 
claims of the prerogative. The money which he solicited 
was required to carry into execution the vole of the last 
parliament; those who had advised the war ould not , 
reasonably refuse the funds, without which it was impos- 
sible 3 war should be maintained 

There was, however, much m the stale of the public 
mind to damp the ardent expectations of the king In 
the upper house there did not, indeed, exist any formal 
opposition to the court; but many of the loids looked 
with an evil eye on the ascendency of Buckingham, and 
were ready to vole for any measure which, by embarrass- 
ing the government, might precipilate the lall of the fa- 
vourite. Their real but unavowed head was the earl of 
Pembroke ; and we may perhaps form a pretty correot 
notion of the strength of the two parties by adverting to 
the number of proxies entrusted to their leaders If 
Buckingham had thirteen, Pembroke could boast of 

In the commons the saints or zealots formed a mos 
powerful phalanx. Austere to themselves, intolerant to 
others, they sought to reform both church and stale, ac- 
cording to their peculiar notions of scriptural doctrine 

• Joiunali, ill. «31. 
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and scriptural practice. They deemed it the first of 
their duties lo eradicate popery, which like a phantom 
hauLilcd their imaginations hy day and night ; wlierever 
they turned Ihey sa>v it stalking before them; ihey dis- 
coveied it even in the gaieties and revelries of the court, 
the distinction of rank in the hierarchy, the cereinoiiiea 
of the church, and the existence of pluralities among 
the clei^y. Their zeal was always active ; hut of late it 
had heen fiinned into a flame by the publications of Dr. 
Mont igue, one of the royal chaplains, Montague, in a 
contio\er6ial argument with a catholic missionary, had 
disowned many of the doctrines imputed to him by his 
ftdver'iarv The> were, he said, the doctrines of Calvin, 
not those of the established clmrcli. The distinction 
gave gieat offence Yates and Ward, two puritan mi- 
nisters, prepaied an information against him to he laid 
before the paLltament, and Monlas;ue " appealed to 
"Cffisar' in a tract dedicated to the king. This pro- 
ceedmg raised the indignation of his enemies to the 
highest pitch , they pronounced him a concealed papist, 
whose object it was to introduce ptipery ; they suspected 
that he was encouraged by promises of support from se- 
veral of tbe prelates, perhaps from Charles himself; and 
they sought his punishment with as much eagerness and 
pertinacity as if on it alone depended the very existence 
of the reformed faith. 

These zealots generally fought under the same banner, 
and on most questions made common cause with the 
members of the country party, who, whatever might be 
their religious feelings, professed to seek the reformation 
of abuse in the prerogative, and the preservation of the 
liberties of the people. The perpetual conftict between 
nuthority and conscience during the late reigns, aided by 
the more general communication of political kiiowbdge, 
had emboldened men to prefer principle to precedent, to 
dispute the propriety of usages which were defended 
only because they existed, and to condemn as an abuse 
in the crown whatever seemed incompatible with the 
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rights of tlie people. The advocates of these doctrines 
eaiiily obtained seats in the lower house : and, as experi> 
ence had shown that their real strength consisted in tha 
oontrol of the public purse, they had uome lo a resolution 
to oppose every grant of money to the soiereiyn which 
was not cDupled with the abolition of some national 
grievance, or the renunciation of some arbitrary and op- 
pressive claim. 

What rendered toe union of the two parties more for- 
midable was the specious colour given to their pretences. 
They combated for pure relij^ion and civil liberty : to 
oppose them was to court the imputation of superstitioa 
and of slavery. Hence the very servants of the crown 
dared not meet them fairly ; they gave them credit for 
the uprightness of their motives ; Ibey professed to have 
in view the attainment of the very same objects ; they 
confined lUeir opposition to the man h n he 

substance, and sought to retard the p 
formers by raising up collateral difii nd p ed 

ing future but imaginary evils. 

It is true that Charles had acquir d h he 

last parliament ; hut afier its proro y 

had rapidly declined. If he had d pop h 

princess, he had substituted anotl h w 

grant nolhini! more to his future w he 

exercise of her religion, he had with m 

lated his oath by promising in he to 

all the catholics in his dominions. Hence it waf con- 
cluded that the king had no settled notions of his own ; 
that he was a mere tool in the hands of Buckingham, 
who had assumed the mask of patriotism during the last 
vear, for the sole purpose of gratifying his resentment 
against Spain. 

The session was opened with a gracious speech from Jana 
the throne ; but, though it had been customary to give 18, 
credit to the professions of a new sovereign, nolliing was 
heard among the commons but the misbodings of fana- 
ticism and the murmurs of distrust. The king, at the 
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request of the Iwo houses, had appointed n day of public 
June humiliation, iaslin^, and prayer ; they ^intieipated it by 
*'■ a week, that they mifjht give the example to the rest of 
the notion. They assembled in the chuich of St. Mar- 
garet; listened with the most edifying patience to 
four long and impassioned sermons, and returned in a 
body tlie next day to receive the sacrament. The first 
fruit of their devotion was what they termed " a pious 
" petition," in which they conjured the kinjr, as he va- 
lued the ad\ancement of true religion, as he disapproved 
of idolatry and superstition to put into immediate exe- 
cution all the eiiiiiting laws against catholic lecusants 
and missionaues At no time cuuld such an address 
have provtd more unwelcome to his feelings He had 
just man led a catholic princess , he had bound himself 
by tieoty to grant indulgence to her hiethren of the 
same faith, and his palace wab crowded with catholic 
noblemen, whom he had miit d from Fiance to do ho- 
nour to his nuptials , hut prudence taught him to subdue 
his vexation, and he leturned agracious and satisfactury 

From the catholics the commons turned their atten- 
tion to the theological works of Dr. Montague. In thera 
July a committee discovered, or pretended to discover, rauch 
^- that seemed in opposition to the articles and homilies; 
his " appeal to Ctesar" was voted a contempt of the 
house, and the unfortunate divine was ordered io be 
lakA into custody by the serge ant-at-arms. Charles 
dared not resent what he deemed an encroachment on 
9. his ecclesiastical supremacy ; he even condescended to 
request that, since Montague was his servant, one of his 
chaplains in ordinary, the punishment of the offence 
might be referred to himself. But the favour was re- 
fused ; and the prisoner gave bail for his appearance in 
the sum of 2OO0i.+ 
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The third subject of their ronsideration was the state 
of the king's finanMs, He shewed that the charges for 
the equipment of the navy alone had amounted to 
30U,noo^. ; they refused Co s;rant him more than two 
subsidies, about one half of that sura, for the whole 
expeuseof the war*. His predecessors, ever since Ihe* 
reign of Hcary Vl., had received the duties of tonnage 
and jjoundage for life; they voted the same to him, but 
limited the duration to the first year of his reign. 
Charles received the intelligence with surprise and 
indignation ; but it was too late to recall their attention 
to the subject; more than twelve hundred persons had 
died of the mortality in the last week, and the parliament 
was adjourned by commission, to meet again, after a July 
short recess, in the city of Oxford. 11. 

At Oxfoid it sat but a few days ; and they were days 
of angry debate, and mutual recrimination. Cliarges of Aug. 
perftdy were exchanged between the opponents and the ^ 
nilvocates of the court. The king, it was said by one 
party, had promised to put in esecution the penal laws 
against the catholics, and yet in the face of that promise 
had granted pardon lo eleven priests under prosecution 
for capital offencest; the two houses, it was retorted by 
the other, had pledged their word to support the late 
monarch with their fortunes, if he would break the 
treaty with Spain, and now they refused Che supplies 
required by their own votes. Charles asked at first 
two subsidies and fifteenths ; he descended to the trilling 
sumof 4U,00U/.: but the commons replied, that, though 4. 
they had heard much of the war, they still remained 
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WHS sigo'od ntle- tlie n.l]uurnni,lil ; und mo kind 0( .aUBbcUon. Ihe King 
nil«ed«iili»nill>of£Mirti»mu«. Jou.nals. 477. 479. 
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ignorant who was the enemy ; that to grant sulisidius, 
which must be raised in subsequent years, was to imjwse 
upon others the burden whkh they ought to bear them- 
selves ; and that if 40,000i, would suffice for the present 
necessity, the money might easily be raised by loan 
Ahc:. without the aid of parliament. Buckingham undertook, 
9. in a conference between the two lyiuses, to account for 
the demands, and to explain the intentions of the king ; 
but he only provoked the malice of his own enemies, 
mho censured his youth and inexperience, charged him 
with neglect of his duly as lord admiral, and complained 
of the ambition which led him to unite in his own 
person so many high offices, the obligations of which 
were incompatible with each other, Charles was more 
alive to the inlereits of hia favomile than to his own. 
The infection had introduced itself into Oxford ; and, 
to save the duke from impeachment, he made use of 
12. ihat pretest to dissolve the parliament *. 

It was not the character of the kins to be diverted 
from his purpose by opposition. He had not yet 
declared war ; the object of his military preparations 
had been kept secret ; and, as he could not obtain 
pecuniary aid from his subjects, he was still free to 
remain at peace with his neighbours. But immediately 
after the dissolution Buckingham repaired to Plymouth 
to hasten the expedition, while Charles assumed the 
task of raising money to defray the expense. To this 
purpose he devoted every shilling which he could 
procure by terror, or entreaty, or retrenchment; the 
duties on merchandise were levied, though the bill had 
not been passed by the house of lords'h; privy seals 
were issued to the more opulent of the nobility and 
gentry ; the payment of all fees and salaries was sus- 
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pendei! ; and to such a stale of destitution was the 
royal household reduced, that, to procure provisions for 
his table, the king was obliged ti> borrow 3000/. of the 
corpoi'ations of Salisbury and Southampton, on Ihe joint 
security of the lord treasurer, and of the chancellor of the 
eschequer *■ 

At length, in the month of October, this mysterious 
expedition, consisting of ninety sail, and having on Oct. 
hoard an army of 1 0,000 men, left the harbour of Ply- 3. 
mouth, under sir Edward Cecil, now created viscount 
Wimbledon, a general officer, who, though he had grown 
grey in the service of the atatoE of Holland, was pro' 
nounced by the public voice unequal to so important a 
command. Its destination was Cadiz ; and had it been 
directed by aa officer of more decisive character, the 
shipping in the harbour might have been surprised, 
The troops, however, were landed ; the fort of Puntal 
capitulated, and a rapid march was made towards the 
hridgeofSuazzo, to intercept the communication between 
the Isla and the continent. But the men discovering on 
their march several cellars stored with wiue, indulged 
to excess; their insubordination alarmed the feeble 
mind of the commander ; anil though no enemy had 
appeared, he led thera back with precipitation to the 
fleet. By the nest article of his insti'uclions he was 
ordered to intercept a rich convoy of Spanish merchant- 
men from the West Indies. It passed him unobserved 
during the night ; and after a fmitless cruise of seven- 
teen days, he returned to Plymouth, with the loss of Dec 
more than a thousand men, not from the swords of the 8. 
enemy, (for he had seen none,) but from the ravages of 
a pestilential disease, which did not spare a single ship 
in the fleet. To Charles, who had indulged in dreams 
of victory and plunder, this disgraceful result was a 
source of the keenest anguish ; he ordered an inquiry; 
the council examined the commander-in-chief and his 

■SrdoeTpBpen, li 3^3. Bynwr, XTiU. 181. nnihwoilb, 1. 196. 1ST* 
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inferim officers; but their statements were discordant, 
their complaints teoiprooal ; and after a long invesliga- 
tion, it was deemeii expedient to bury the whole matier 
in silence*. 

While Buchinghara governed the king, he was 
governed in bis turn by hird Kensington, lately created 
earl of Hulland. With this nobluman in his company 
he sailed to the Hague, taking with him the crown 
plate and jewels, on the security of which, it was calcu- 
lated, that he might raise 300,000;. + A treaty offensive 
"■ and defensive bad been already concluded with the states ; 
he negociated a second with the king of Denmark, who 
engaged, on the payment of a monthly subsidy by 
Charles, and of another by the united provinces, to 
maintain in the field an army of 36,000 men. Thence 
Buckingham prepared to proceed to Paris, but was 
deterred by an unwelcome message from Richelieu, 
that his presence in that capital would not be tolerated. 
Lord Holland and sir Dudley Carleton were substituted 
in his place ; and the tenor of their instructions shows, 
that the recent marriage had not created a very friendly 
feeling between the two courts. They received orders to 
demand the restoration of certain ships formerly lent to 
the French king, and to mediate a peace between him 
and his revolted subjects, the French protestants. If a 
new alliance should be proposed, they were neither to 
accept nor refuse it ; but in the mean time to hold secret 
communication with the protestants in arms: to assure 
them of protection from England whenever it might be 
necessary ; and to inquire what forces tliey could raise, 
if Charles were to engage in wa( on their account. It 
is plain that the king already meditated hostilities against 
• Riiilimicih.L 193. Hoh-sU'i Utte^. 183 Whllpkck.S WimMFiUid 

obl'iueiiM io ihsi or'nw king!' ?lb^>, 40i^40«* 

360. " MJ lord of Holl«ad govptni ray loiil il Buekio^Snim. and «■ Ilia 
" klag. The naaiBgej o(lhi> plaoo are not fllliir IMlcri." Kmlof Pnni- 
bnike. ibid. 361. 
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France ; but the design was defeated by the policy of 
Richelieu, who made peace with the insurgents, pro- 
mised to restore the ships which had been borrowed, 
an[I offered to send an army into Germany, provided the 
English monarch would do the same". 

At home the king felt himself at a loss ho v to proceed 
in regard of his catholic subjects The secrtt treaty in 
their favour, to which he hal sworn at hia marc age, 
was in direct conti-adiction to his previous piottslalions, 
and to his late answer to the paihiment an answer dic- 
tated by Buckingham with the lope of molhiyinghis 
enemies among tlic pui'itana But Charles was always 
indue need by presentconvenience, and, as the lesser e\il, 
he determined to violate the treaty. The magistrates 
received orders to watch over the strict execution of the 
penal laws ; a commission was appointed to levy the 
flnc.4 due by the catholics, and to apply them to the 
charges of the war: and a succession of proclamations 
enjoined all parents and §;uardians to recall their children 
and wards from seminaiies beyond the sea; all catholic 
prieeta to quit the kingdom a^inst a certain day ; and 
all recusants to deliver up their arms, and confine them- 
selves within the circuit of five miles from their respective 
dwellings. The king of France remonatiated by an 
extraordinary ambassador ; he insisted on the faitliful 
observance of the treaty ; but Charles, who had pledged 
his word 10 call a parliament after Christmas, dared 
not &ce his opponents, until he had carried into effect 
the prayer of their petition ; and in excuse to Louis 
alleged, that he had never considered the slipulation in 
fevour of the catholics as anything more than an artifice 
to obtain the papal dispensation t. 
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As that term approacheA Iha king laboured to break 
the strength of ihe oppoaitinn in both houses. The earl 
of Pembroke submitted, at thp rojnl command, lo seek 
a reconciliation wiih the favourite; the distant and 
scornful behaviour of the sovereign admonished the earl 
Nov. marshal of the offence whinh he had given ; and the 
lord keeper received an order to surrender the great 
seal, which was bestowed on the atlorney -general, sir 
Thomas Coventry. It was not that Williams had been 
n-anting in servility of demeanor, or protestations of 
Htlachment: but his former offence had not lieen for- 
gotten ; the merit of his present services was balanced 
by the discovery of liis intrigues with tiio country party ; 
and it was deemed best to deprive a man, whose abilities 
were feared as much as they were prized, of the power 
of doing harm, by removing him from office, and mark- 
ing him out for ihe object of future vengeance •, 

With a simdar view the king adopted an extraoidi- 
naiy e\pi dient lo withdraw the most formidahle memliers 
13 of thi, opposition from the house of commons. When 
thejudgopiesentedtohim the list of sheriffs for the 
ensuing )ear, he stiuck out several of the names, and in 
their pi ICO substituted those of seven individuals who 
had distmgui-hed themseUes by their hostility to Buck- 
ingham in formei pailiamentst. Tlie artifice was too 

- BiXi'wa H.slll'ls-ie ' '""°" " °" "" '"""""' '" '^''- '''°«^«- 

•Stairmlpaperai 3S Sydney papcts, ii. 3E<, 365. Harkpl, il. IB-IR. 
+ ThBV were HI Edwatd Coke, rir Tlii^ai Wenlworlb, sir FtaMii Se,- 
mwir. •Ir Robert PhaKp«, ilr Grey PalmBr. lir Willinra FleplwooH unil 

bHb ironWe. lie rel^Bad to ha jwum, and ta^mA lo Un jnilgEi flHir m- 
leiillooj audinsl lk« skariff h oath. T1ii™w«b njeeieA ai fVivSimn - ijlv 
« '"'i'^l " *"'!!'! ""'■ "" * J ™ '^'"""« II'" »''"iff " " *■>'""' ana 
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gross to ap d t t n and it sen-eil in tlie result to 
liastentl t ra) a hm nt which the king souglit to avert. 
The new h (T Id not indeed sit as members : but 

their rri d 1 I d I eir exclusion as an unpardon- 
able abu fie 1 longed lor an opportunity of 
visiting it upon the head of the man to whoBe counsels it 
\iBS attributed. 

At Candlemas the king was crowned '', and four days Feb 
later lie met the new pai'liament. The first care of the 6. 
commons was to appoint a eommitlee of religion, a se- 
cond of grievances, and a. third of evils, causes, and re- 
medies; committees, the very names of which disclosed 
the temper and aim of the leading members, i". The 
eommitlee of religion resumed the sulyeols of popery, 
and of the helfirodox opinions of Dr. Monfague. Under 
the pretext that most of the calamities which oppressed 
the nation sprur.g from the increase of popery, it was re- 
solved to enact laws of additional severitj agwnst the 
professors of (he ancient creed : schoolmasters were sum- 
moned from the most distant parts to answer interroga- 
tories respecting their own sentiments and those of their 
scholars: and every member in the house was succes- 
sively called upon to denounce all jiersons in authority 
or office who to his knowledge were suspected, or whose 
wives or children were suspected, of any secret leaning 
to the catholic worships-. Against Dr. Montague a 
chaise was prepared to be presented to the house of 
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8S0 CHAELES I. [chap. IV. 

lords. He had been guilty of the heinous crimes of ac- 
kuowledging the church of Rome to be a true church, 
and of maioTainiii!! that the articles in dispute between 
her anil the church of Kngland were of minor import- 
ance. The Uitig, notwithstanding the entreaties of 
bishop Laud, resolied to leave tlie obnoxious divine to 
his fete ; from which he wag only saved by the interven- 
tion of matters of greater interest, and the sudden dissolu- 
tion of the parliament *, 2°. Thecammittee of grievances, 
after a tedious investigation, denounced to the house 
sixteen abuses, as subversive of the liberties of the peo- 
ple. Of these the most prominent were, the prai^Iice of 
impositions, which had been so narmly debated in the 
last reign ; that of puivevance, hi which the officers of 
the household collected pioiisions at a fixed price to the 
dislanceof sixty mdes from the court; and the illegal 
conduct of tlie loid treasurer, who persisted in levyinf^ 
the duties of tonnage and pound,ige wilhout authority of 
parliament. It was uraied in his vindication that for 
centuries they had Jormed part of the annual income of 
the crown ; but the opposite parly replied, that if the 
kins; could impose one tax by virtue of the prerogative, 
he might equally impose others; the consent of parlia- 
ment would he no longer requisite; and the property of 
the subject would be placed at the arbitrary disposal of 
the sovereign +. 

Charles, who watched these proceedings with impa- 
tience, remindi^d the house of his wants, and received in 
return a promise of three subsidies and fifteenths, as 
soon as ho shuuld give a favourable answer to their 
prayer for the redress of grievances. His pride spurned 
the condition. He advised ihem lo hasten and augment 
the supply, or "else it would be woise for themselves;" 
Mar, he repealed ihe menace, he wrote to the speaker, he re- 
'^^' primanded the house in the presence of the lords, and at 
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last extorted the vote of an additional subsidy. But by 
tins time the committee of evils, causes, and remedies, 
liail discovered that, ns the duke oFBuckiiif-liain was Lhe 
real "cause," so his punishment would be the great 
" remedy " of ihe national " evils ;" and under this im- 
pression fi resolution was taken to impeach him before 
the upper house of sundry high crimes and misdemean- 

It argues an unusual want of prudence, a dangerous May 
obstinacy of character, in the kinj;, that wliile lie was 8- 
thus atupen war with theoommons, lie wantonly provoked, 
and unwisely pioloujred, another and useless quarrel 
with the house of lords. The reader is aware that he 
was ah-eady offended with the conduct of the earl mar- 
shal. Lord Maltravers, the son of that nobleman, pri- 
vately married a daughter of the duke of Lennox. The 
royal license had not been fisked : the opulogy of the 
earl, that Ibe match was clandestinely concerted between 
the mothers of the parties, was not admitted ; and Arun- 
del, in virtue of a royal warrant, wns arrested and con- 
veyed to the Tower. The king attributed it to his good 
fortune that he was able at this particidar moment to 
exclude from parliament a peer whose liostilily lo tlie 13. 
favourite was avowed, and who, being intrusted with no 
fewer than six proxies, might iiave proved a most dan- 
gerous adversary. To his surprise and confusion the 
lords voted the imprisonment of the earl, pending the 
session, an infringement of their privileges ; and they 
presented address after address soliciting his immediaie 
release. Charles re'turned evasive answers; he sent the 
attorney general to plead in favour of his prerogative ; 
he described the conduct of tho earl marshal as person- 
ally offensive lo himself, and dangerous to the state. 
But the lords refused to yield : they passed a resolution Jum 
to suspend all other proceedings till their colleague bad 8. 
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again taken hia place; and, after a contest of three 
months, they triumphed over the pride and reluctance 
of the king. Arundel was set at liberty, and resumed 
his seat amidst the hind congratulations of the house *. 
But the duke had another enemy to fear, one who, 
though he could not boast of equal inliuenoe with the 
earl marshal, had the power of inflicting.a deeper wound 
on his character. The reader will recollect the falla- 
cious statement by which Buckingham, with the prince 
standing at his side, had induced the two houses to break 
tile Spanish treaty. From that moment they had lived 
in continual terror of the disclosures which mijibt some 
day be made by the earl of Bristol: the inonient 
he arrived from Spain he had been put under restraint ; 
he was forbidden to appear at court, or to attend his duty 
in parliament ; and the royal displeasure was extended 
to all who ventured to pay him even a casual visit in his 
retirement at Sherburne +. Bristol, however, was not 
of a character to bend to oppression : he refused to sign 
the submission proposed to him by the lavourile; he 
watched with patience the growing discontent of tlie na- 
tion ; and, when he had ascertained the strengtii of the 
opposition in both houses, complained lo the peers that, 
in violation of their common privilege, his writ of sum- 
mons to parliament hail been uiijustly withheld. Charles 
Mar. inini'^-lialely ordered the writ to be issued; but with it 
31. Bristol received a letter forbidding him to avail himself 
of it; under pain of the royal displeasure. This he for- 
warded to the house ; soliciting advice in a case which 
might hereafter be that of any other peer, and demand- 
ing permission to accuse, in his place, of high crimes and 
misdemeanors, the man who, that he might elude the 
punishment which he deserved, had for two years ie- 
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prived another of bis liberty and rights. This bold pro- 
ceeding alirraed both the king and the duke : a new ex- 
pedient mas adopted to silence ihe accuser ; and the next 
day the attorney-general charged Bristiil himself with 
high treason at the bar of the house.' The lords pet- May 
ccFved and defeated the artifice: they ordered that each * 
cause should be heard in succession; and that the 
charge ag^nst the earl should not be held to prevent, 
prejudice, or impeach, his testiraony *. 

The articles which he exhibited against Buckingham, 
and which he pledged himself to prove by written do- 
cuments and undeniable testimony, affected the moral 
BS much as the political character of that nohleraan. 
They accused him of having conspired with Gondomar 
to draw the piince by false information into Spain, that 
he might theie change his religion before his marriage 
with the infanta; of having, while he resided in the 
Siianish court, di^raced himself and his country by his 
contempt of decency, and the profligacy of his amours t; 
of hiving broken off the treaty of marriage solely through 
a spirit of resentment, because the Spanish council, dis- 
satisfied with liis misconduct, had refused to continue 
the negociation with so dissolute a minister; and of 
having, at his return, deceived both his sovereign and 
the parliament by falsehood and misrepresentation. 
"What answer Buckingham would have made to these 
charges we know not : the parliament was dissolved be- 
fore he attempted to defend himself: but that he shuuld 
allow them to remain without denial on the journals 
s that his conduct could 
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The charge of treason brought by the king ogainat 
Bristol, when it was divesled ol' (he high-sounding lan- 
guage in wliidi it had been clothed by the attorney 
Seiierul. dwindled into comparative insignificance. It 
iUr staled that the earl, in violation of his duty as an am- 
*• bassador, had falsely assured the late monarch of the 
siacerity of the Spanish cabinet ; that he had indirectly, 
at least, concurred in the plan of inducing the prince to 
change his religion ; that he had sought to force the 
marriage upon him, by seeking to deliver the procura- 
tion lo Philip : and that in his letter to the lords he had 
given the lie to his sovereign, by terming tliat state- 
's- ment faise, which Charles had vouched to be true. Tliese 
^charges gave to Briatolihat which he had so long sought, 
the opportunity of vindicating his conduct. His answer, 
wliich was entered on the journals, appears full and 
satisfactory *. 
8. IfBuckinghara neglected to notice the articles ex- 
hihited against him hy the earl, he attributed the delai to 
the necessity imposed on him of answering a charge of 
still greater importance. In defiance of tlie royal prohi- 
bition, the commons had impeached him before the 
lords, and had comprised his offences under thirteen 
heads ; that he had purchased for money, and had united 
in his own person, several of the highest otiices in the 
kingdom ; had diverted lo his own use iha revenue of 
the crown ; had raised his indigent kindred to wealth 
an[l honours ; had suffered the trade of the country to 
falttoruin by his negligence; had provoked the king 
of France to make repri-als on the merchants, by un- 
justly detaining a French ship for his own profit ; had 
extorted 10,000/. from the East India Company ; had 
lent a squadron of English ships to he employed against 
the French protestanls ; and had presumed to administer 
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medicine to the late kin?, without the apprabation of the 
physicians*. Sir Dudley Digges opened the charge ; 
it was continued by six other members ; and sir John JUaj 
Elliot, having compared Buckingham to Sojanus in lust, 8. 
rapacity, and ambition, concluded with this exclamation, 
'■ My loi'ds, you see the man. By him camo all these jq^ 
"evils: in him we find the causa; on him we expect 
" the remedies+.'* 

A report had been carried to Chwles that the two 
manager?, in allusion to the la.st of the articles, had 
thrown out a hint that Buckingham was but the inferior 
agent; a more illustrious personage had been the chief 
conspiratiir against the life of the late monarch. In a 
transport of passion, he ordered Digges and Elliot to be 11. 
committed to the Tower ; and hastening to the house of 
lords, called on them to vindicate the character and pri- 
vileges of their sovereign. He had borne iu patience 
the imputations on the duke, though he could " be a 
" witness to clear him in every one of the articles :" but 
he would suffer no one to insinuate of himself with im- 
punity, that he had been privy to the dealb of his father. 
The commons, on the other hand, domauded justice for 
the imprisonment of the two members, and refused to 
proceed to any business till ihey should be discliarged. 
In a few days the king's anger cooled: he was per- 19. 
suaded to yield : and both houses declared that they 
had heard none of the words, the report of which had 
given such heinous offence J, 

Bui. at the same time the dealh of the earl of Suffolk 
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afforded him an opportunity of triumphing over the 
oneraiea of his favourite. The chancellorship of the 
May university of Camhiidge became vacant ; and a royal 
2S. mandate iianieil Buckingham as successor toSutfolk. 
Tlio heads promised obedience : the jounjrer members 
put in nomination the earl of Berkshire. Aftei' a severe 
contest the duke obtained Ihe office by the small ma- 
June jurity of three. The commons voted the election of a 
■ man under impeachment an insult offered to their house ; 
they resuhed to inquire into the proceedings; and had 
prepared an answer to a prohibition from the king, 
when the dispute was suddenly terminated by the dis- 
solution of parliameul *. 

If Charles had allowed it to sit so lon^, his only ob- 
ject was that Buckingham might have leisure to prepare 
liis answer with the assistance of sir Nicholas Hyde. He 
divided ihe charges into three classes : some he pro- 
nounced to be unfounded in fact, the groundless calum- 
& Dies of his opponents; some, he affirmed, did not afiect 
him ; they referred to the personal acts of the last, or of 
the present king ; and of others, he contended that a 
BufScient justification would be found in the orders of 
the sovereign, or the advic« of the judges. To one he 
pleaded guilty, the purchase of the wardenship of Ihe 
ciuq ports, hut thought it might he excused on the 
ground of public utility : with respect to another, the 
delivery of the ships to the officers of the French king, 
he appeared to falter : not that he was unable to prove 
the innocence of his conduct, but that it was imprudent 
to disclose the secrets of the state t. This answer was 

be™ nble locallecl 
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calculated to make a strong' impression on tbe minds of 
the lords. It placed tbe conduct of the duke in a most 
favourable lifflit, and represented him as a faithful but 
injured servant, the victim of unmerited suspicion and 
calumny. The c^jmmona announced their intention of Jans 
replying: but the king refused lo allov them the oppor- '!• 
tunity. Auare of his object, they hastily prepared a 
long and energetic remonstrance, repeating then' charges 
against the favourite, and requesting that he might be 
removed from the royal presence. But Cliarles, before 
it was presented, signed a commission for the dissolution ij, 
of the parliament, and h> the prayer of the lords for a 
short delay, replied with impatience : " No, rot of one 
" minute." The earls of Arundel and Bristol were im- 
mediately placed under conlinement, the former in his 
own house, the latter in the Tower ". 

The proceedings of this session had kept the king in 
a state of continual irritation : its dissolution left him to 
struggle with hia pecuniary difficulties, which were daily 
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Oelober, " ve conceh-e Ibat Ilia n-ork which wat requitEiL lo be done by 
<' tbem (Ihe ibips) htingae naipreiilox ef BiMxe, is nci'i^mplkheil.'- 
Bym. ivlii. sax Sea Hie lieaty of IfilO, cooBimid in 16^, Uvm. xrt. 696. 
AMhi»to?tn,XTii. 13. Prynne, Hld.UiiWorksof Di.rkneWSS. UiiA 
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multiplied by the demands of Lis Danish and Gevinna 
allies. He had threatened the commons to pursue 
*' new counsels:'' neeessily compelled liim to execute 
his thieat. 1°. Tonnage and poundage, comprising all 
the duties levied on imports and exports, formed the 
principal portion of the annual income. No bili, au- 
thorizing these duties, had been passed: nevertheless he 
ordered the oHicers of the customs to exact them in the 
same manner as had been done in his father's reign ; 
not, indeed, that they belonged to him of right, but 
under the pretext, that they would have been granted 
to him of course, if the parliament bad not been prema- 
turely dissolved. 2°. A Commission was appointed to 
improve the income arising from the crown lands, with 
authority, in consideration of the actual paymen', of a 
largo £ne, to grant long and prolllablG leases, to extin- 
guish the more onerous services incident to feudal 
tenures, and to convert the lands holden by coryright 
or lease, into fee farms at certain annual rents. 3°. 
Other commissioners were invested with powers to in- 
quire into the arrears of &e penalties due for religious 
delinquency, and to secure the annual payment for the 
future. Their instructions distinguished between the 
poor and the more opulent recusants. Those of the first 
class were allowed to compound for their flues, that tbey 
might not be reduced to absolute bsggary : from those 
of the second, the commissioners were ordered to take 
two- thirds of their lands, and to let them on lease to the 
highest bidder, and in that case to the owner himself, 
though it was contrary to the law. 4°. Privy seals 
for the loan of money were again issued to noblemen, 
gentlemen, and merchants of reputed property : and an 
immediate advance of 130,000/. was imperiously re- 
quired from the city of London. b°. Under pretence of 
the protection of commerce in the narrow seas, the 
several ports were compelled to provide and maintain, 
during throe months, a certain number of armed vessels, 
and at the same time the lords lieutenants of the different 



o.led by Google 



A.D. ]G2o.] \ FORCED LOIN. 259 

cnuiitlc!! received orders to muster the inliabitaiits, train 
thein lo arms, and employ them (or tile purpose of sup- 
pressing wil tumult, or of repelling foreii^ii iiivasioa". 

While men expressed their surinisH and indijjnation 
at these arbitrary proceedings, inlelliijence arrived, 
wliiuh spread ii deep irlooni over the whole kingdom. A 
$;reat and bloody battle had been fou|{ht at Lutlcrn, Aiii^ 
bet>reen the imperialists under count Tilly, and tlie allies 27 
of Charles under the king of Denmark. Tlie latter had 
lied beyond the Elbe their arlillerj and basga^e had 
fallen into the handi of the conquerors , an 1 the whole 
circle of Lower So\on), abandoned without defence, lay 
at the mercy of Ferdmand The cause of the prince 
Palatine was at last pronounced desperate: the very 
existence of protestantism in Germany was thought lo 
be at stake. Chailes seized Ibo favourable moment to 
execute a raeosuie which he hsd long meditated, but 
had not dared lo attempt He resolved to raise a forced 
loan by his own authority , and nith this Mew be ap- 
pointed commissioneis in every couiitj, instructed them 
to take the bunk of the last subsidy fur their guide, and 
empowered lliera to exai't from each individual the 
advance of a sum of money according lo Ibe former rate, 
iu the proportion of cent, per cent, on land, and of a mark 
in the ptiuiid on personal property. This demand was 
of itself sufficiently despotic ; it was rendered still more 
intolerable by the inquisitorial powers, with which llic 
commissioners were aimed. They received orders to 
interro;,'ate the refractory upon oaih ; to require from 
them an avowal of the motive of their disobedience, and 
a disclosure of the names of their advisers ; and to 
chaise tliem on their allegiance to keep their answers 
to these questions secret from all persons nhomsoevert. 

To induce submission, the king published an elaborate 
proclamation, staling, that he had. liuen driven lo this 

• Fur thMe pailidulars see Ryrj iivili.73), 7. 9. »l- Sj.71. 86 uad Rii^U. 
i 417-WI. 
1Ru=h. H22. Rjmci, sviii. 835-813. 
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extraordinary measure by the exigence of the moment, 
which did not allow Lira time lo consult his parliament ; 
ond promising that every farthinft adnnced by liis 
loving subjects shoul<l be faithfully ropaiJ out of ibo 
Sept. next subsidies by their gratelul w\ereii.n At the same 
^^' time he wrote to the clergy eallinsf on them to eonie 
forward in support of the proteslint nitere t to preach 
unanimity and obedience, and to impress on the minds 
of their parishioners the duty of a ding the king in his 
necessities*. But-there ^^ere manj who refused to 
listen either to the pommand* of the so^ ereiin or to the" 
exhoftatiuns of their ministers Tl* r names were 
returned hy the commission he n e o ulent re- 

ceived a summona lo appe bef e he c uncil, and 
were either committed to pr so o fin d n private 

houses at a considerable distan e ftrom he homes and 
families ; the poor, that " th n jjh e e vith tiieir 
" bodies, since they refused to se e r purses," 

were forcibly enrolled in the a n y na t Charles 
refused lo show any indulgence. It had been repeatedly 
said that he was governed by Buckin«rham : now, that 
the favourite was absent, be resolved lo prove, by acts of 
vigour, or rather of despotism, tliiit he had a will of his 
own, and was not of that easy and ductile di!=position 
which had been attributed to him by his opponents. 

The mission on which the duke was employed had for 
its object to arm the French protestanta against their 
sovereign, and to make a descent upon the French 
coast. But what was the inducement, or rather the 
necessity, which led the king, at a moment when, in 
the estimation of every thinking man, there were only 
two expedients by which he could extricate himself from 
his diftieulties, — a peace with Spain, or a reconciilialion 
wilb his padiament, to neglect them both, and in 
addition, to provoke a war wilh the monarch, whose 
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alliance he had courtGd, and whose sister he had mar- 
ried ? The motives for this rash step were never openly 
avo'-ved : thry may perhaps be discovered by attending 
to the fuUominsr incidents. 

1°. When Buckinj;ham, two years beroro, etitered 
Pai'is, as the guide appointed by Charles to condupt (he 
French princess to Enpland, he dazzled every eye with 
the splendour of his dress, and the number and mag- 
nififeiiee of his retinue*. Amonif the ladies at couvt, 
the frallant EnghshTnan became the theme of general 
. admiration ; he singled out for the object of his atten- 
tions the youni; queen Anne of Austria, the elder sister 
of the Spanish infanta Buckingham had the presump 
tion to I d t f y 1 mself b 1 ■ ■ • 
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heard with apparent an„er the pioteaiartons ol attach 
ment which her lover addressed to her on his knees ; 
and ordered him to depart in a tone of severity, the 
sincerity of which was suspected by her female biogra- 
pher. The presumption of the duke cjuld not be con- 
cealed ; and Louis ordered several of Ihe queen's 
domestics to bo immediately dischari!;ed. Buckingham, 
after his retura to England, continued to nourish this 
extravagant passion, and had recourse to eveiy expe- 

• Ho ioiA n llh Uloi •' a lirh "liilB snlin uiK-iil ■^•A'tl suil, let nU over, 

« dliiiDUll^t, Willi Bworll, uirifc-lintlBiud niid 8]piire wilh illBiuondi : vliith 
" lutU Ilia gnica tutmidi lo euler Viivs nith." lis luil Wtaiy-t^ta alfaei 
Milt, ill ''liBh nt invimliaii conld rcame or sit r.imhuB." Kuidnlska 
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client to procure another invitation to the French court. 
Tlie reaiier lias seen that lie obtained llio appointment 
of ambassador, but was refused a(lLlli^;siol1 liy tbe car- 
dinal Rithelieu : his conflJanI, the earl oF Holland, who 
procceileil lo Paris, labimred in vain to^removo the 
impedinieDt; auil the French coyrtiers avowed their 
determination to shed the blooil of tlie foreign minion, 
wlio sought to defile the bed of their sovereign. Still 
the duke did not desist. Two other attempts were 
made ; but no persuasion, no a'.tifice could subdue the 
repugnance of Louis ; and the war whicb followed baa 
been attributed by English writera to the resentment of 
the disajipointed lover, by the confidante of Anne, to his 
hope of being employed as ambassador to reconcile the 
two crowns. It is, however, plain, that whatever may 
have been the secret motives of Bucliinsrham, be must 
bave alleKBil some very different reason in defence of a 
measure which threatened lo prove so prejudicial to the 
interests of bis own sovereijn *. 

2°. When Henrietta reached Enyland, she obsen'ed 
to the king that she was young, without experience, and 
ignorant of the national customs. She miiilit cummit 
many faults, but she besged lliat he would reprimand 
her in private, and not publish her miscondui;t to olliers. 
Yet the domestic happiness which tbey at first enjoyed 
ivas soon embittered by a succession of petty and vexa- 
tious quarrels. The king complained of the caprice and 
petulance of his wife, the queen of the moruse and 
antigallican disposition of her husband. He attributed 
their disagreement to the discontent of ber French 
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CHAP. IV.] DISMISSAL OF TeB QUEEn's SERTANTS. 263 

altemlants ; she and her relations to the interested sug- 
gestions of Buckiiii;hara * That tlie sunants of lier 
limisehold met wilh niuob tu e\ereise the r patience, 
cannot lie doubted; they occupied the ] laco of Enj^lish- 
laen, and were consequenth exposed to the hostilitj of 
all who might profit by their rtmoial ind that the 
queen should undertake tbeir defence was mtuidl , she 
pleaded only for the strict obseiiance ol the raarria<;e 
treaty, Charles, however, befoie the oonclu»iion of six 
months, had resolved lo send them batk to France+.iujS 
He sought to spare himself the charge of so expensive Nov.' 
an establishment, at a time when the ireasuiy nas 30. 
drained (o the last shilling and the number of the 
chaplains, the pomp with which they peiformed the 
service, and their bold, peihapa indjscreet, bearing, 
amidst tlie vilifiei^ of then lehgioii uere thought to 
cause, or at least to strengthen the oppositiun of the 
commons to the measures of the adnnnistratioii These 
were probably the real grounds uf his delerminalion : 
but when he announced it to the Frcnih couit, heiG^g. 
alleged the impossibility of h\in^ happdy with his wife, Teb. 
as long as her mind was daily haiassed by the com- 
plaints and discontent of hei French seriantsj The 
marquis de Blainville came 01 er (0 mediate between the 
king and his consort; but Charles deemed the interfer- 
ence of the ambassador an insult, and the outrages of Junft 
the mob placed his life in danger. After several licbys, !■ 

• MotltrHle.l. Cnbalfcasa. 

i llai'1t4tD HSS-fiSes. 'nioK nre i^o lellen lo n^ekiDghnm, uf the 

d<apWl^'iirhlltlM'dukB,liMBiHPheBnM2llttadii>'IIJIilel>linfroi^U'niUDK 
■Kiy tiu, quivn'i Htninl). Uul the ullier leiliT shons tliat tlu, tint wn 
m mere axMcf, that Hiifl(la[;lutii, vlinn lut iitHtbiI nt Patit, tni^lii lirive 
■omelblDp ta BhDw in Ul« qwn defntce againat tlie cUarses of IJenrtelta. 
Himl. P■|^et^tl. 1,3. Ellia.ul.Slfl. 
t Chailmilidmnadonitlila reaimi, UU tie had failed <r nnntlnnptto 

mDitiiTlolH tlie niiDciu Spjdi llial ber dski^lilrr, ^'o^i itl het.vva di 
Toler tiprnura Ed Frnncid. o per lo meoD ^■»dfr4 c-n via mj^dre per com- 

potjoiia," Iy.ttet of Splma, 18 Nov N. s!° ' ' ^'""^' ° ' " 
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2B4 CHARLES 1. tCUiP. IV 

the liin^ eseeutcd his jriject. TaltiTig the queen hy 
llie liaiid, he tud her into a separate apartment, and 
liaviiig iiifjrined her of his purfose, cmidivrled her to his 
palace of Nonsuch. In the mean time, secictaiy 
Conway read lo Her nitendanls the royal order for their 
immediate removal to Somersel-hoiise ; and the yeomen 
of the guard, wilh their halberts, compelled them to 

July '^■^part. Thoir wages were paid, gratuities were added, 

1, and. aRer many objections and delays, the whole body, 

amounting to sixty, partly by persuasinn, parily by 

fiiCi', ronscnted to embark, and was safely landed i-n 

Aug. Fnni;'© *. Three native priests, recommended by 
12. 3iui'ljiii[;ham, received the appointment of chaplains, 
and six females, of whom four were protestanta, that of 
ladies of the bed-chamber to the [[ueen+. 

But this violent dismi-sal of her household was re- 
sented as a personal alFroiit by the king of France. He 
refused to admit to his presence secretary Carleton, who 
hod been sent by Charles to excuse or justify liis con- 
duct ; he even talked of doing himself and his sister 
jiistipe hy the sword. But war was averted by llie policy 
of BasEompierre, who came to England in the quulity of 
ambassador exltaonlinary. He fuiiiid the king and 
queen hi'jhly exasperated agtiinst eacli other: by argu- 
ment and entreaty he induced them boih to yield; it 

Nov. was arranged that a new establinhment should be 
26. formed, partly of French, hut princijially of English 
servants; a hisho,), a confossoi- and his compnniun, and 
ten priests, provided they were neiiher Jesuits nor ora- 
toriaws, were allowed ; and in addition to the chapel 
originally prepared for the infanta at St. James's, it was 
Dgi'eed that another should be huilt for the queen's use 
at Somerset House. This arrangement restored har- 
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A.D. 1G36.1 BREACH OF AHTICLES OF MARRIAGE. 26i 

mony Iietween the royal couple. Charles conjratulated 
hiraf«lf on the dutiful and affeclioiiate behaviour of his 
wifo ; and Henrietta soon obtained coiiaiderublu influ- 
ence over the heirt, and even the jiidguient uf her 
husband '. 

3°. From the removal of the queei.'s servants, Bas- 
somiiierie passed to the treatment of the English 
catholics. Charles had bound himstlf to ^rant them 
every indulgence in his power, and jet lie had let loo=e 
the pursuivants, and had enforced the penal kws^i^ainst 
them. Of this, as a breach of Ihe Irealy, Louis had a 
right to complain : but ihe king, whose pride refused to 
plead the real cause, the necessity of yielding to tho 
relisious prepossessions of his subjects, contended that 
the treaty was "one of state, not of religion," and that 
the promise of indulgence was introdut^ed " simply as a 
matter of form, to satisfy the pope and the catholics of 
France." but without any intention on either side that 
it must necessarily be carried into execution. He was, No», 
however, willing to forbid Ihe employment of Ihe pur- 27 
suivants for the future, and to deliver into the hands of 
Bassompierre all the priests seventeen in number, who 
had been committed to the prisons of the metropolis. 
Witii this concession tho ambassador professed himself 
satisfied ; biit at his return to France he was unyra- 
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266 CHARLES I. [chap. IV, 

K. ciousiy received liy llie monatcii and loHilly censured by 
^ the courtiers. He had compromised, it was said, tba 
dignity of tlie French crown by not insisting on tbe lull 
perfonnance of the ariicles of marriage : and hints were 
circulaled that lie had been bought by t)ie presents of 
Cliarles, or seduced by the flatteries of Buckin^'ham, 
Wiietber tlie displeasure of Louis was real or assumed, 
may perhaps be questioned — lie did not disavow the 
proceedings of his envoy— but to the request of Bassora- 
pierre tliat the English duke might revisit (be French 
capltalntwith a view to a more complete reconciiialion, 
he returned a hasty and indignant refusal *. 

It is evident that in these instances the king of France 
was the party aggrieved : for the cause of the war which 
followed, we must discover some provocation in which 
he was the real or suppoied aggressor. When Charles 
first solicited tbe hand of Henrietta, he clearly foresaw 
that by marrying one catholio [iriiicess he and his 
ftivourite wouM risk all that popularity, which they had 
earned by rejecting the other: but ha trusted to silence 
the adversaries of the matcli by prev^linj; on Louis to 
join with him in opposing the house of Austria, and 
procuring tlie restoration of the Pulalinale to his unfor- 
tunate brother-in-law. With Ibis view the English nego- 
ciators bad insisted that a treaty of alliance defensive 
and offensive should accompany the treatv of marriage: 
but they were outwitted by the arts or llie duplicity of 
tlie French minister ; and when tlie subject was resumed 
after the nuptials, the proposal was at. first evaded, at 
last peremptorily refused. Thus the king found himself 

• nimompifrTB.App. 139. 151. Hvni.xviii. 601. MS. lotlcrof Unoflo. 
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A.D.1626] irrCERRUPTlON OF TRADE WITH FRANCE. '167 

ileprived of the benefit which he hail anticipated from 
the match ; and the ,jroceeiiinsa in paLliament convinced 
him thai he hail entaile-l on himselt jiid his tivouiite 
the evil whii'h he feareil. Stung with the .lisappoint- 
laetiT, and eager to rejjain his popularity, lie determined 
to prove his attachment to the protestaut interest by 
assuming the protection of the French proleslants in 
opposition to their sovereign. The reader h«a seen that 
thi* project was ut fin* delfeatBd by tlie restoration of 
peace between Lonis anc( his revolted suOjects. Charles, 
however, came forward as mediator, tliough the French 
cabinet disclaimed his interference: still he piomised the 
protestants to walch over the eseculion of the treaty, 
and assured tliem that he would emvloy the whole force 
of his kingdom in the preservation of their liberties 
which were intimately connected with the interests of 
his own dominions. 

In the two gucceedinf; vear» the embarrassments of 
the kin", as the reader will have noticed, increased a 
hundred fold. Hia pecuniary wants were multiplied ; 
his parliament grew more stubborn ; his plans for tlie 
recovery of the Palatinate were defeated by the reverses 
of his allies. The orit'mal cause of all these evils was. 
in his estimation, to be discovered in the perfidy of the 
French cabinet. Their refusal of the pn.mised alliance 
had deprived him of the confl<lence of the nation, and 
had compelled him lo sacciftce more than a million of 
money more than 10,000 of his subjects in useless sub- 
sidies and expeditions *. In this temper of mind lie lent 
a willing ear to the interested suKs;estion of an ahbli. tlie 
emissary of the discontented party in France: Devic 
and Montague were despatched on a miisian to the 
French protestanls; and Soubize and Brancard were 
received as their accredited agents in En|;lnnd. Tlie 
result of their combined counsel* was that Charles 
should send an army to La Rochelle, and that Rohan 
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cuilected from their oories]>ondcnce, than that fheir 
ostensible was not their principal object. Thei-o lay 
soiuethms hebiod, ihe ilisclosure of which might prove 
ail obstacle to its accoinpiisbment *. 

On account of the war mtli Spain, letters of marque 
had been isjiied lo the Eni^lish cruisers, and the mer- 
chantmen of every nation were swept inUi the English 
ports, under the pretence that they might have Spanish 
jiropertf on board. Thn Hanse Towns, the stales of 
Holland and the king of Denmark, remonstrated in the 
most foreible languaife ; Louis did not merely remon- 
strate : lo secure indemnilieatiiin he laid an embargo 
on all English ships in the French harbours. Along and 
tedious succession of compUiinis and recriminatiDns 
followed: promises were made and broken on both 
sides ; and, as often as harmony seemed fo be restored, 
it was again interrupted by some ocaidenla! seizure, or 
1627. pretended measure of precaution At last both kin!;s, 
April as if it had been by mutual compact, signed orders for 
SS. ibe suspension of all commercial intercourse between 
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From the moment when Charles dismissed the queen's 
Beivanis, the nuneio nt Paris had not ceased to inflame 
tbe resentment felt by I-ouis and !iiu mother, and to 
exhort them to make common cause with the king of 
Spoiu in revenging the insults which had been offered 
to both crowns. A still more cogent motive was supplied 
by the powerful armament collected in the Engbsh 
ports, of which the command had been recently given 
to the duke of Bockiiigham, for the purpose, as was 
given out inEngland, ofaiding the cause of the Palsgrave, 
and of chastising tlie insolence of the Algerinea. But 
these pretences obtained no credit : the only question 
was, whether the object of the expedition mijiht be to 
act against Spain, and wipe away the disgrace of the 
late unsuccessful attempt upon Cadiz ; or to act against 
France, and light up again the flames of religious war 
in the soulhorn provinces. Under this uncertainty 
Richelieu and OUvarez listened to the admonitions of 
the pontiff, and a treaty of alliance was concluded, April 
which provided that during the current year the Spanish 10. 
ships of war should be received in the French pons, and 
should in return afford protection to the French navy ; 
and that in the course of the next year both powers 
should unite their forces, and make a descent on some 
part of the British islands. The first part was easily 
adjusted, because it offered present and reciprocal benefit : 
the second was postponed to a later pei iod on account of 
the distrust which eash cabinet entertaintd uf the other*. 
At luogth Buckinshara aided His fleet consisted of 
forty- two ships of war, and thirt\ four tiansports, the 
land army of seven resiments of 900 men each, a 
sq^dron of cavalry, and a numerous b idv of French 
protestaiits. In a few dajs he appeiied before I a Ro- 
chelle: but the secrecy with which he had \eiled his 
deslinalLon marred his object The Rocheliois were 
taken by eurpvise. It was in ^ain thit Soubize and sir 
William Beecher argued and entreated, and piotested: 
• MS. deif Btcbes oC Spoda, 15, 2S Fel>., 19 Mkj 
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the inhabitants were alarmed at the sight of so formi- 
dable an arrajiraent and Tearal that if it were admitted 
within Ihehnib ur tliev shoull find in Butkingl am a 
master instead of an lil) Thti answered tUt tbty 
pould msike no demuna I ration of hostiliti till ihn h-iU 
c&llec'ted l!ie haricsl andiunsujted tlie other tUurc lies 
of tlie union 

Duving tins sh rt ne"DPialion Buckingham had 
directed hn otfenlion to the neij;h\ioui mi; islands uf 
Rh? and Oleron the fir-t of wiiich offeied the richer 
reward, the other the mim eisv conquest On the 
return of the envo) s he mi le Ins choice a descent was 
effected on the l^le of Rh6, and the enemy learnel in a 
July short, but sani-uinary action, tn respect the courage- of 

1^- the inva<lers. The froiernor Toiras was unprepared; 
hut the Eniflisli commander, whether it was through 
ignorance or incapacity, loitered five days on the same 
spot, and the Frenchman improved the delay to pro- 
visiiin the caslle of St. Marlin, his priiieipal E)rtresB, 
strongly situated on a rocky eminence at the bottom of 

17. the bay. Ii was resolved to besiei^e it in form: trenches 
were dug, batteries raised, and a boom was thrown 
across the entrance of the harbour. These works 
excited 1 he disapprobation and lemonsirancoof Burrouirh, ' 
a Reneral olficer, who had spent the hetler port of his 
lifein the wars of Flanders: but his freedom was chas- 
tised with areprimand which silenced his more obsequious 
cdlleasucs in the council. Before the end of the siesie 
a random shot deprived Burroujjh of life, and liberated 
Buckingham from the control of an able butunwelciime 
adviser. 

The news of this unexpected enterprise created alarm 
and embarrassment in the States, in the prince Palftine. 
and the kinjt of Denmark. They bitterly complained 
to Charles that their ho|ies and resources were extin- 
guished by this unhappy contest l.etween their two most 
powerful allies ; nor would they admit of tiie validity 
of his reasonings, that honour compelled him to late up 
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arms in defence of the Fienrh protestanls, whose prui- 
lefies, coiiHrmed to thera under his mediation, bad been 
recently iiifriiijted. They offered tbeir j(oo(l seciices to 
restore the former harmony bet iveen tlit t«o crovns : 
lie replied, that though he should not refuse, he would 
not seek, a reci>nciliatioii. The ambassadors of Denmark 
hastened lol'aris to sound the disposition of the Prenrh' 
ministi-y : the HoHanflecs deprived of their eummissioriH 
all the English officers in the Dutch service, who had 
Joined the expe(hlion *. 

In the mean time Buckingham puHishct! a manifesto 
in vindication of his proceedmss. He declared ihat the 
kini; of Great Biilaui had no intenlion of eonqiisst; 
tliat he had taken up arras not as a principal in llie war, 
but as an ally of the churches of France. Charles had 
mediated the peace between Louis and his proiestant 
subjects; he had guaranteed to the latter the faithful 
observance of the arlides, and the grant of additional 
favours. Yet Fort Louis, in the vicinity of La Rochelle, 
had not been dismantled ; plots for the surpiise of the 
town had been encoiiraeod, and a secret resolution had 
been taken to reduce it by open force. In such circum- 
stances the king could not sit a quiet speciaior of the 
ruin of his pruteslant brethren. Honoui bouud him to 
vindicate their rights and liberties by arms : otherwise 
he might have been aeouBed of aiding to deceive those 
whom it was his interest and hia di.ty to profeett. 

With this declaration in his hand, a decluraSon of 
which the grounds were questionable, the reasoning 
inconclusive, Kolian visited the churches in the south of 
France. His presence and his harangues excited a 
general enthusiasm throughout the union: all who 
refused to swear that they would live and die with the 
English, were pronounced traitors to (heir religion ; and 
Hohan rec'cived uuthotily to faiae foices, and to employ 
them fur the benefit of the common cause. Tiie Rochol- 
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lois were the last who declared tliemaelves. The 
menaritiK atlitude of tlie army which Richelieu liad col- 
lected in iheir neighbourhood inspired a salutafy terror: 
it was with difficulty removed liy the combined assu- 
rances of Buckingham aud Ralian ; and the standard 
of lerolttloated for the last lime upon llieir walls*. 

Littleofiiiterest occurred in tlie isle of Rlii? before ihe 
eleventh week of the siege, when a flotilla of fourteen 
Bail eurst ihrougb the boom, and rerictualled the fortress. 

Sei't, This untowatd event depressed the spirits of rhe 
28- besiegers. Tlie colonels unanimously signed a pnper, 
adi ising an immediate reireat r wliile ihe deputies from 
1-aRochelle conjured the duke with tears not to abandon 
them to the veot,'eance of their soverei^-n. He wavered 
from one project to another. This day he cannimaded 

Oct. the walls; the next he dismounted the batteries. He 
28 received a reinforcement of 1300 men; the Rocheliois 
added 800 more : a general assault was ordered ; and 
the fnilure of the attempt, with the lossof the assailants, 
augmented the despondency of the trojps, and induced 
the ^'cneral lo abandon the enterprise. 

It was, however, no longer an easy matter to depart. 
M:irch:il Schomberg, with a numerous corps, had inter- 
posed between the camp and the place of embarkation ; 
and the army was compelled to mareh along a narrow 
29, causeway, whic:h led across the marches to the bridije, 
connecting the small isle of Oie with that of Rhf. 
Unfortunately the cavalry, which covered the retreat, 
van broken by the enemy : the confusion on the cause- 
way became irreparable; and the number of the drowned 
exceeded that of tlie slain. Buckingham is said lo have 
lost 1200 men and twenty pair of colours on that day. 
Tlie French, however, were unable to force a passage 
over the bridge, and the remnant of the army embarked 
without molestation. The duke was the last to leave 
the beach: personal courage proved to be the only 
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military qualirication, with the absence of which he was Oi 
not reproached by his opponents *, "^ 

Ciiarles received llieunfoitiinaleeenccal with a cheer- 
ful countenance and umliminished afPfetion. Hb liad 
even the s^enemsiiyio Iriinsfei' the blame from Bucking- 
ham to himself, and lo give out, tliat (he faiUire was 
oiving [o the want of snpplies, which it u'as bis own 
duty to have provided. But in a few days lie was 
assailed by the complaints and enlreaties of the Rochel- 
loia. At his solicitation they hail risen in arms, he was 
bound in honour to afford ihem protection; the French 
army was ready to form ihe siefje efthe town, and with- 
out powerful aid they must becume the victims of thoir 
credulity. Charles consoled and encouraged lliem : he 
promised never to abandon their cause till the forts 
erected around La Rochello were razed lo the ground ; 
ne bound himself by a solemn instrument to enter into Ifi 
no treaty to which tUey were not parties, and lo accept J« 
of no conditions which did not secure to them ihe enjoy- 
ment of tbeir ancieni Ubertieg t. 

The king now called on his council to determine the 
important question, by what means money might be 
raised tor another expedition, whether in the ancient 
way, by grant of parliament, or according to the prece- 
dent of the last year, by virtue of the prerogative. Prom 
parliament Charles anticipated nothing hut petitions, 
remonstrances, and irapeaidiments ; in a forced loan his 
advisers saw a strong provocation to resislaiice and re- 
bellion. He suffered himself lo be persuaded, and a S 
parliament was summoned : but in tbe course of the 
week a new plan obtained llie royal approbation. Tlie 
sum of 1/3,411/., the charge Tot the outfit of the in- 
tended expediiion, was apportioned among the several 

• Hatil«icU« P.p^rs. it IB-MI, aS-Sl. Mprcuie Fmnfol., itii. 835. 

o£i.ii^^ ™£,ii"vSI- SliiilV.ir.1 i"«l«rs,l. <l! Louis ut Ihe r»i|Uvn of 
liis Bister «eaii«u» liiiniiBeJ on nieir tftt-W laid MouaUoy, cgWl Qrty, 

t Do UudCt. put U. fiSg. 



o.led by Google 



counties ; commiasioneta were appointed lo collect it 
within the fpat'e of tliree weeks ; and llie peop'e wtre 
ailmonished, that, if the monoy were cluiifully paiil, the 
kin;; would .meet the parliament; if not. " he wiiuld 
" think of some move specdv way." Thia attempt threw 
the wiiole natiun into a ferment. The expression of the 
piiUlic dis''onteiil appalletl the boldest of the ministers ; 
and the commission was revoked by proclamotion, wilh 
1. a promise, " tliat the king would rely on the love of his 
. " people ill parliament." Yet a, fortnifrhl did not elapse 
bef.^ie he imposed new duties on merchandise by his 
. own authority, and then recalled tliem on the declara- 
tion of (he judges, that they were ilte(ral *. Such vacil- 
laling conduct, the adoption and rejection of such arbi- 
trary me.iBures, served only to excite in the nation two 
different feelings, both equally dangerous lo the sove- 
reiffn, dis ff 1 mp 
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saw the propnety of sacrificing his resentments, that he 
might propitiate the public feeling. All the ^ntlemen, 
seven ty-eiiiht in number, who, on account of their re- 
sistance to the forced loan, bad been put under re- 
straint, recovered their liberty ; archbishop Abbot (he 
lay under suspension for refusing to license, at the 
king's command, a political sermon 1') was restored to 

•Snfnn»'T»fl% fv. IIW-IIM, Ptynne, lllddeu Workj, SB. Bib. 
Bb^w, i91. Rjm. miil. 967. 

i Tiiia £4-rmuQ liail bf i>ii preaclied by Dr- Siltlti'iTpe. jil Iho Irfiil assLZPfl 
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tlie exercise of his authority ; ond not oiily Williams, 
whom Buckingham's rusoiitment had consigoed to tlie 
1'ower, but evea that obnoxious nobleman the carl of 
Bristol, liiougli uniler au impeaohiiient of high (reason, 
received permisslmi to tiike tUeir seats in the upper 
house. Yet tlie obstinacy of the king was not subdued : 
though be had consented t« make tlie triol of a new 
parliament, he was not prepared to yield to its preten- 
tions ; and his speech from the throne was calculated 
more to irritate than to allay the jealousy of tiiose wiio 
trembled fur Hie liberties of their ruuntry. " I have M«t, 
'■ called you together," he said, "judging a parLameut 17. 
" to be the ancient, speediest, and best way to give such 
"supply as lo secure ourselves and save our friends 
" fruin imminent ruin. Every man must now do ac- 
" cording to his conscience: wherefore if you (which 
" God forbid) should not do your duties in contributing 
" what this siate at this time needs, I must, in dis- 
" charge of my cxmscience, use those other means which 
" God hath put into my hands, to save lliat which Ilia 
" follies of other men may otherwise liazard to lose. 
" Take not this as threatening, (I scorn to llirealen any 
" hut my equals,) but as an admonition fiom him, tliat 
" both out of nature and duly hath most care of your 
" preservations and prosperities *." 

Wanted by these words of tho temper of their sove- 
reign, the leaders of tho country party coiiducied their 
proceedings with the most consummate address. They 
advanced step by slep, Erst resolving lo grant a supply, 
then fixing it at the tempting amount of five subsidies ; 
and, lastly, agreeing that the whule should be paid . 
within the short space of twelve months. But no art, 
no entreaty, could prevail on them to pass their resolu- 
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tion in the shape of a bill. It was heW out as a lure to 
the kin)^; it was ^raduully brou^lit nearer and nearer 
to liis grasp ; but tliey slill refused to surreuder tlieir 
iiold ; they requireil, as a previous condition, that he 
should f,'ive his assent to those liberties which they 
claimed as the birthnalit of Eupilishmen. 

In the last ^ear five of the prisoners on account of the 
loan had been at their own n rjueat, brought, by writ of 
habeas curpus befure the kind's bench. As ihe return, 
though It slated that they had bern rommitted at the 
especial uimmand of the king assigned no particular 
cause, then counsel contended that they ou^ht to be 
discharged or at Ua^t admitted to bail; but the court 
refused to all )w tl e exceptions taken in their Rivour, 
and remanded them to then respective prisons*. This 
suliject was taken tip in the house of commons, and the 
four following resolutions \f ere passed, without adissent- 
ing voice, eien on the part of the courtiers : 1°. that 
no freeman ought to be restrained or imprisoned, unless 
some lawful cause of such reslraiiit or imprisonment 
be espie^sed: 2". that ihe writ of habeas corpus ought 
1o be granted to every man imprisoned or restrained, 
though it be at the command of the king or of the piivy 
rilcounci), if he pray furtbe same: 3°. that when the re- 
turn expresses no cause of commitment or restraini, the 
parly ought to he delirered or bailed : 4°. that it is the 
ancient and undoubted right of every freeman, that lie 
haih a full and absolute property in his goods and 
estate, and that no tax, loan, or benevolence ought to be 
levied by the king or his minisiers, wilhout common 
consent by act of parliament +. 

The power of arresting and conCning, without ile- 
signmeiit of cause or intention of trial, was an engine of 
such powerful efficacy in the hands of government, that 
tlie king determined not to surrender it without a 
struggle : and since it had been fi-equently txercised by 
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his predecessors, he chose it, as the most piopoi' ques- 
tion oil which lie miglit try his stren^rth in tlie Iwuse uf 
lords. When the tesolmions were biMUj;hl balbre them, 
the point was argued by the atturney K«neral and kion's 
counsel, on the part of the crown, and by several of the 
members of the lower house on Ibat of the commons. 
Tlie controversy ultimately resolved itself into this ques- 
tion : Was it requisite, in the case of a commitmeni by 
the king, that tlie cause should appear on the face of 
the warrant? The pleadings occupied several days, and 
much ingenuity and learning were displayed by the 
contending advocates. To me, if a person unacquainted 
with the Bubtlelies and obscurities of ihe law may ven- 
ture to pronounce an opinion, it appears ihat the weij^ht 
of precedent, as well as of ai^ument, lay in favour of 
the resolutions'. 

It would fatigue the patience of the reader to detail 
the numerous expedients by which Charles, during the 
space of two months, laboured to lull the suspicions, or 
exhaust the perseverance of his opponeiits. A t length May 
they solicited his assent to (he cclebraied petition of ■'O- 
rijtbl. It began by enumerating the followiuR abuses 
of the sovereign authority : 1°, that, contrary to magna 
charta and several other statutes, freemen iiad heen re- 
quired to lend money to the kin^, and on their refusal 

B wfiWi wuul.l liold g«i4 

-'[Vi'lwJ Tliij thf'n«l"i "»lll"i l'"l .Iwie.not ismiadaiinyutB-UM. 
" Tlwy "ere l.nmiila prer in tiirfr irtaiicr : jel mniW My maa My that n 
" HtnvHb limit «BrBflt.tud«ilv»raiii;liper»iii»f TKii KjiUBii-ot iln- 
dowi an ioitmo- of ttim onu-L A-.iiuti.in .h e^ ™«™n™iillviK|>r- 

fi.^intrir>io'or'4r''Sii'.'nl'(;uk.-.i>nu,in tilir-ply li> J,''^f;J|;[JU'^" ',?^ 
'■Fi>ni«nt,m>ipali>9enir JmnuH 73«- 7«1. 
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hail been molested willi oatlin, rerognizan res, anil ari'eata; 
S". that Keveial pcracnis hud buen ruuiniilted to ri'straint 
by lominaiid of the king, and when tliey yieie hruujiUt 
berure the jud);es by urits uf habeas coi'i^us, had been 
remanded, tliuu{;li no cause of cumniilment were as- 
signed ; 3°, tbat in many places soldiers had been bil- 
leted in the private huuae^i of the inhabitants, to their 
great grievance and molestation ; 4°. and that several 
commissions had lieen issued, emirowerin); certain per- 
sons to punish, by the summary praceas of martial law, 
the offences committed by soirtievs, mariners, and their 
accomiilifes, though those offences ought to Lave been 
investigated and tried i]i the usnal courts of law. It 
then prayed, that all such proceedings should cease, and 
never afterwards be drawn into precedents, •' as being 
" contrary to the rights and liberties of the subject, and 
" the laws and statutes of the nation *." 

Cliarles was at a lo5s what answer to return. To re- 
Aise was to forfeit the five subsidies, and to condemn 
liimself to a slate of irrwnediable want; and to assent 
was in his opinion to surrender his most valuable rights 
—to throw away the hrightest jewels in his crown. ,Ho 
resolved to dissemble ; and his subsequent conduct dur- 
ing the session was formed on a studied plan of liipo- 
crisy and deceit. He ordered the following answer to 
he written under the |ietiiion, in lieu ijf the accustomed 
le form : " The king willeth that right be done according 
" to the laws and cusiomg of the realm, and the statutes 
" be put in due execution ; that his subjects may have 
" no cause to complain of any wrong or oppression con- 

•Coniii™ii,Ai«nS8.-JimB a. Lnrd., M'— 835. Alllieii.nislli.is 
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■' tvary to their'juat rishts antl lilterties, lo the preser- 
" votion thereof he liolila himself as well obliged as of 
"hispreroa;at»e*" 

To tha patriuta, whose hopes had been wound up lo 
the liigbeat pi ch this answer, so evai^ive and oliscure, 
proved a cruel disappointment. Tliey induljted in Ihe 
most jKissionale inveclive. One saw in il tbe hand ofJuDt 
God visibly cbaatiaing the sins of tbe people; another ^ 
colled on the house to save tbe nation tottering on the 
brink of ruin ; a thii'd was on tbe point of natjjinK a 
certain favourite, wlien the speaker, slartii;^ from tbe 
chair, forbade liim to pri«eed, because the king had 
commanded him, on liis alleiiiance. lo jirevent such in- 
sinuations. A deep and mournful silence ensued; it 
was broken by air Nathaniel Rich : Rich was fiilluwed 
by Philips, Prynne, and Coke, with speeches stronsly 
expressive of their feeUnf;s, and repeatedly interrupted 
by their tears. The house at length ordered the doors 
to be locked, and resolved itself into a ciimmiltee, to 
consult on the means of saving tbe nation. But the 
speaker, bavini^ obtained leave of absence, hastened to 
the kins; andafler a conference of three ho Ufs, relumed 
with orders for an immediate ailjournment. Had he 
come a few minutes later, Buckingham would iiave been 
voted the " grievance of grievances," tbe chief cause of 
all the calamities which attticted tbe kingdomt. 

Tbe nest day the debate was resumed; on the thii-d g. 
the house, at the suggestion of tbe lords, joined in an 
address to the kins for a more explicit answer to their 7. 
petition. The danger of his favourite had overcome his 
reluctance. Taking his seat on tbe throne, he ordered 
the former answer to be cut off, and the following lo be 
subscribed: •' Let righlbe done as is desired." "Now," 
be added, " I have performed my part. If this patlia- 
" menl have not a. liappy conclusion, the sin is yours. I 
" am free of it," Tliis short speech was received wiih 
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loud and grateful acclamations. The people partook of 
the feelings of iheir representatives ; to the ploom wliich 
Imd overspread the country succeeded a delirium of joy 
and congratulation ; and the two houses, to testify llicir 
salisfaclion, hastuned to present ta their sovereign the 
five subsidies of the laity, and to pass the bill for five 
other subsidies granted by the clergy *. 

By moderate men it was hcjped tliat the patriot leaders; 
content with this victory, would spare the king any addi- 
tional .raorti deal ion. But success enlarged their views, 
and invif;ora(ed their efforts. After several long debates, 
June they presented to him a remonstrance, describinsj; the 

!'• evils which atUii-ted, and the dangers which threatened, 
the kingdom. Religion was undermined by popery and 
arminianism ; the reputation of the country had, been 
tarnished, and its resources exhausted Uy a series of un- 
advised and inglorious expeditions ; the dominion of the 
narrow seas was lost, the shipping of the kingilom 
diminisheil, its trade and commerce anniliilate<l. Of 
these evils, the principal cause, in their opinion, was the 
excessive power exercised and abused by the duke of 
Buckinsham. Wherefore, they humbly submitted to 
the consideration of his majesty, wheihcr it were con- 
sistent with his safety, or the safety of the realm, that 
the author of so many calamities should continue lo hold 
ofUce, or to remain near his sacred person t. 

The country party were fully aware of the angry feel- 
ings which such a remonstrance would awaken in the 
royal breast: but the vote of tonnage and poundage had 
not yet passed ; and it was supposed that Uharles would 
submit to any concession raiher than forfeit the most 

8'^. productive branch of the revenue. They soon leunitd 
tlieir miarake. and hastily framed a second address, to 
remind him, that by ihe petition of right he was pre- 
iluded from levying duties on merchandise, without the 

Hi). )>i\!VLOus consent of parliament. It had just bi;ea en- 
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grossed, and the clerk was employed in reading it at th« 
table, wlien at nine in the morning, they received a sum- 
mons to attend in the otliur house. Charles waa seated 
on the ihrone. Adverting to the purport of their in- 
tended address, he took occasion to explain away all 
that he hud appeared to concede in the petition of right 
" Bolii houses," he observed. " professed that they meant 
" not to intrench on my prerogative. Therefore, it must 
" needs be ™nceived. that I have granted no new. but 
*' only confirmed the ancient, liberties of my subjects. 
" Yet I do not repent, nor recede from any thing I 
" have promised ; and I here diclaro, thiit those things 
" wherehy men had cause to suspect the hberty of the 
" subject to be trenched upon, shall not hereafter be 
" drawn into example for your prfjuihce. But, as for 
" tonnage and poundage, it is a thin^' I cannot want, 
" und was never intended by you to aslt, and never 
" meant (I am sure) by me to Rrant." He then gave 
the royal assent to the bills of subsidy, and instantly 
prorogued the parhament". 

Thus ended this eventful session, one of the most me- 
morable in our history. The patriots may have been 
occasionally intemperate in their warmth, and extrava- 
gant in their predictions ; but their labours have en- 
titled them to the gratitude of poslerily. They extorted 
from the king the recognition of the riithts which he 
had so wantonly violated, and, by depriving of force the 
precedents alleged in defence of such violation, fixed on 
a firm and permanent basis the liberties of the nation. 
It is, indeed, true, that these liberties were subsequently 
invaded— that again and again they were trampled in 
the dust. But" the petition of right" survived, to bear 
evidence against the encroachments of the prerogative. 
To it the people always appealed ; to it the crown was 
ultimately compelled to submit. 

It must not, however, be forgotten, that these men, bo 
• Joucnali of Lorfa, 879 ; of Cnnnoui. June 25, 36. Rushwgrth, L UO 
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eager in the pursuit of'cjvil, «ero the fiercest enemies 
of religious freedom " Wliat illegal proceedings," ex- 
claimed sir Rubert Phillips, ' uur e'>taleg and persons 
" have suffered under, my heart jeains to think, ray 
" tongue faulters to utier Thev hate Wen well repre- 
" Kenled by divers worth) senllemen hefore me Yet 
" one grievance, and the main one as 1 conceive, hath 
"not been touched uhich is, our religion religion 
" made vendible hy eommisEion ind men for peciininry 
" annuiU rates dispensed withal, whereby papists may, 
** without fear of law, practise their idoUtry ecufT at 
" parliaments, law and all The result of this and of 
similar harangues, nas a petition to the king, which, 
ir, besides the accuslomed prayer for the execution iif the 
• penal laws, heggi^d that priests returned from banish- 
ment might lie put to death,' that compositions for re- 
cusancy, that " mystery of iniquity amounting to a coa- 
" cealed toleration," might be abolished, and that " for 
" the clear eradication of popery, and the raising up of 
" a holy generation, the ebildren of recusants might be 
" educated in the principles of protestantism." Charles 
returned a gracious answer, observing, that if he liad 
hitherto granted indul<;ence to the catholics, it was with 
the hope that the catholic princes would extend similar 
indulgence to their proleslant subjects; and that, if he 
did not soon meet with such a return, he would even 
add to the severity of that treatment, which had now 
been recommended by the two houses*. 

Before 1 dismiss the history of this session it may be 
proper to notice two instances of political apostucy.' ul' 
that dereliction of principle for the sake of rank or uUicL', 
which, since iJiis period, has been so frequently imi- 
tated by public men. In former times the cruun dis- 
dained to purchase the services of its opponents ; it was 
able to bear them doun to the ground liyihe sole wei^lit 
of the prerogaiive. But experience had tuoj^lit Uiu 
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favourite that the temper of the timcB and the power of 
the sovereign were changed ; and, in order lo bri^ak the 
Blrenglh of his adversaries, lie sought to aeiluce the most 
etfieieiit members from their ranks, by the lure of 
honouFs and emoluments. Sir John Savilo and sir 
Thomas Wentwovlh were men of considerai.le properly 
in Yorkshire : they had long been rivals, and by their 
influence divided the county between them. Both had 
tasted of the royal favour, and both had incurred the 
royal resentment. At the close of the last parliament, 
Cotliiiglon had induced Savile to desert his friends, and 
to accept the rank of privy councillor, with the office of 
comptroller of (he household. Wentworth had more 
deeply offended. He had been appoinled sheriff, to pre- 
vent liis sitting in the house, had been deprived of the 
oflice of custos rotulorum, and had been imprisoned for 
his refusal to subscribe to the loan. Yet his patriotism 
was not proof against the smile of the soverelRn. He 
Bolicited a reconciliation with Buckingham, and soon 
after the prorogation it was effected, through the agency 
of sir Richard Weston. On one day Savile was created July 
a baron, on the next Wentworth was raised to the same ^1- 
dignity ; but the abilities or flatleiy of the latter gave *' 
him the victory over bis competitor ; and by the end of Dei. 
the year he obtained, with the rank of viscount, the 10. 
office of lord president of the north*. 

The contestations in which Cliarles was enaaged with 
his parliament did not render him unmindful of the 
danger of La Rochelle. The French minister had re- 
solved to reduce a race of men, who fur half a century 
bad braved the authority of the sovereign ; and for this 
purpose he had collected all the power of Franco io bear 
at once upon the devoted town. Louis himself, and 
during the absence of Louis, Richelieu, commanded the 
sie^e. Two armies wore em|iloyed to cut off all com- 
11 with the protestanls of the interior, and a 
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mole of stupendous masnitude. which daily ailranced 
from the opposite sides toivanla the middle of the hai- 
hour, threatened in a short time to ew^lude the expected 
succours from England. The Rochellois importuned 
the king with representations of their present misery, 
and predictions of their approaching ruin ; Khamo and 
pity ui^ed him not to ahandon those who had precipi- 
tated themselves into danger through confidence in his 
promises ; and the earl of Denhigh, with a numerous 
lieet, sailed from Plymouth to their relief. The merit 
of Denbigh consisted iu his marriage with a sister of 
the favourite; perhaps he only lield the command till 
the prorogation would allow it to he assumed by Buck- 
ingham; at least he attempted nothing, but having 
remained seven days in presence of the enemy, rem med 
to England. 
June On" tlie same day on which Buckingham had hi'cn 

13- pronounced the cause of the national calamities in tlie 
house of commons, Dr. Lamb, his physician and de- 
pendent, was murdered by a mob in the streets of Lon- 

18. don. Soon afterwards a placard was affixed to the walls, 
in these words, "Who rules the kingdom ? The kin;;. 
"Who rules the kinj:? The duke. Who rules the 
"duke? TTie deul Let the duke look lo it, or he 
" will be served as \n% doctor was sened " He had too 
much spirit lo notice such a menace. The lleet was 
victualled and reinforced , a more numerjus body of 
troops embarked , and Buckmgham hastened to take 
the command*. 

But, notwithstaniling these pio^ arations, his obiect 
was notto fight, but to Uf-iijociate Ihe tontinental 
allies of the two soveieigna \iBWtd wtth real concern tlio 
proLngalion of a contest, nhith served to no other pur- 
pose tlian to conflim the Austiian ascendenc) in the 
empire. The task of commeuLUig a reconc.lialio i "as 
entrusted to the Venetian ambassadors at thetwocouila. 

■ Ellij, iii. 35S. Keniut. iil. 15. Buihwurtb, L 630, 
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Tliey found each moaarch willing to ailrait, but too 
proud lo propose, nn accommuiliitbn. EKpedienls irere 
eugicested to meet the ilifliriilty: Charles nni] Ihedulce 
held repeated conferences willi ihe amlinsEadiir ; and it 
wns agreed that Buckiiigbam should ca\l with tlie ex- 
pedition to La Roohelle, that he should open a corre- 
Epondenre on somo irrelevant subject with Richelieu; 
and that this should lead, hy accident as it were, to a 
public treaty. His instructions wet's drawn and delivered 
to secretary Carle ion, who arrived with them at Porls- 
moutb just in time to mitness bis assossinalion*. 

In the moining, after a sbar|) debate with some of the 
French refugees, the duke left his dressing-room to pro- 
ceed to his can'iage. He had entered the hall, when 
eulonel Friar whispered in his ear. He turned to listen, Au|;. 
and at the moment received a wound in the left breast US. 
from a knife, which was left sticking in his heart. Ex- 
claiming the word " villain," ho plucked it out, stag- 
gered backwards afewsteps. and, ftilling aj-ainsta table, 
was caught in the arms of his attendants. They thought 
it bad been a stroke of apoplexy : but the blood which 
gusbod from his mouth and from the wound convinced 
tliera of their mistake. The noise was heard hy the 
duchess in her Ijed-chamber. With his sister, the 
countess of Angleaea, she ran into the gallery, and saw 
her lord below, weltering in his hlood, 

in the confusion which followed it was with difficulty 
that the French gentlemen escaped the vengeance of 
those who suspected Ihem of the murder. The real 
as*aEfsin slunk awoy to the kitchen, where he might have 
remained unnoticed in the crowd, had he not on a sud- 

Ilirrtuk"°'»"fiiS(iaiu.'h"h.ri'n>n'^Hl.fnim n .llamiilmlea BiiikJiLih w- 

biiirt'iD lii^ inount'ina, nnil on llii- Amrrican mDllatnt- fiuslnv.sA A.iol' 

Ebq* bounci liiDUeir 10 Aiipport nnpkiii*(liflni in liin cumintf^l. nn'ir^n^ 
noh't^jie hlv foraniDdepadiient princBion ooadttUiu that ]i« via iiv 
hein tin c" »liouM My to tlm kinfi of S«-«l»ii ooe-tf nih lum ot^ta pm- 
dmatUumlDai. Sigaed M«, B, l&iB. Claimdco fapen, 1. IB. . 
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den alarm drawn his sword and exclaimed, "I am the 
" man." He would have met with the death which he 
sought, had not Carleton and Mai'ten saved his life, Ihat 
thev mi'^ht iiiquiie ii;'ta his motives ati<l discover liis 
accomplii-L's. About his person was found a paper, on 
whigh he had writlen, " That man is Cowardly base and 
" (leservetb not the name of a gentleman or Souldier 
" that is not willinge to sacrifice iiis life fi)r the honor of 
" his God his Kiuge pnA hia Counttie. Lett noe man 
" commend me fot doeinge of it, hut I'ather discommend 
" themselves, as the canst- of it, for if God had not taken 
" or harts for. or sinnes he would not haue gone so long 
" vnpunished. Jo fellon." 

He said that his name wa» Fellon ; that he was a pro- 
teatant, that he had been a lieutenant in the army, but 
had retiieil from tbe service, because on two occasinns 
junior otlicers bad been advanced over his head, and the 
sum of eighty pounds, the arrears of liis pay, liad been 
withheld; aiid that the remonstrance of the house of 
commons had convinced him that Buckingham was the 
cause of the national calamities, and that to bereave hira 
of life was to serve liis God, his king, and his country. 
When he was told that the duke still lived, be answered 
with a sarcastic smile, that it could not be, the wound 
was mortal ; to those who reproached him with the guilt 
of murder ho replied, that " in his soul and conscience 
" he bulieved the remonstrance to be asuHicient warrant 
" for his conduct;'' and, being asked who were his in- 
stigators and accomplices, he exrlaimed, that the merit 
and the glory were exclusively his own. He had tra- 
velleil seventy miles to do the deed, and by it he had 
saved his country. Otherwise he felt no enmity to the 
duke. Even as he struck be bad prayed, "May God 
" have mercy on lliy soul*.'' 

• We hivfl mrttrxX sccouDli of th« diika's siuoEiDiitifia b; bh DMlem- 
„ -,..._.._ ■ ..- ,.,... .|[:, L»ii™, aw. Wntton't B»- 
,^Utv Cndelan, wlni wni piewDt 
, Id Ail Tslaiible wllnaloa etIsA- 
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Thus perished, at the early age of six- a nil -thirty, 
Georp; Villiei'i, duke of RucUiiis^liam, lord higb trea- 
siurcr of England. That, in adilitioti to a j^i-ateful per- 
Bon, lie possessed many fiiscinatini; qualilios, is evident 
friira the liold which he retaineil on the affections of two 
succeeding monarcha, whose partiality was never satis- 
fied with heaping upon him wealth, and offices, and 
honours. But his abilities were not equal to hiii Cortnne : 
nor had he tiie wisdom to supply the deficiency by the 
aid of an able and disinlerested counsellor. Proud of 
the attaeUment of his sovereign, he scorned to seek a 
friond among his equals ; and the ailvisers whom he 
nfet at the council-board and in hia closet were his own 
dependents, men who, as they existed hy the smile, were 
careM to Hatter the caprice, of their patron. Hence ba 
peraeveied in the same course to the end, urging the 
king to trample on the liberties, braving himself the in- 
dignation, of the people. But he had already passed the 
meridian of his greatness ; the commons hail pronounced 
him the bane of his country ■ and it is doubtful wlielhor 
Ihe power of Charles could 1 a e eened 1 f ora tl e 
keen pursuit of his euem es It 1 e 1 ad e ca|ted tl e 
kiiil'e of the assassin, he would pe bajS la fallen by 
the ajie of the executioner. 

Tiie king, who lay at a private 1 u e the ne gh 
bourhood of- Portsmouth, rece ed le a oun e t of 
this tragic event with a seren y of c un e ance 1 h 
in those who were anauquaiuted witl Is 1 a a p ex- 
cited a suspicion that he was not sorry to be f eel from 
a minister so hateful to the majority of the lat o i But 
Charles lamented his murdered favouiitewith real afieu- 
tion. If he mastered his feelings in public, ho imlolijed 
ihem with greater freedom in private; he carefully 
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marked and remembered the conduct of all around him ; 
ho took the widow aiiil children of Hucliin^hara under 
Ills specLul pi'otert^ou ; he paid his debts, amounling to 
fil.UOu/.: lie siyled him the martyr of his sovereign, and 
ordered his remnins to be deposited among the ashes of 
the illustrious dead in Westminster abbey *. 
Sept. The assassin, though repeatedly interrogated, persisted 

1^- in his former story, that be had no associate, that patri- 
otisib had guided his arm, and that rehgion sanctioned 
the stroke. When the earl of Dorset tiireatened him 
with the torture, " I am ready," ho replied ; " yet I must 
" tell you by Ihe way, Ihat I will then accuse you, my 
" lord of Dorset, and no one but yourself." Charles was 
desirous liiat he should be put on the rack— but the late 
Not. proceedings in parliament had taught the judges asalu- 

1^- taiy lesson, aud they unanimously replied that torture 
was not justifiable, according to tlie law of England. At 

2?. the bar Fellon pleaded guilty ; ami, stretching out his 
arm, exclaimed, " This is tne instrument which did the 
"fact — this I desire may be cut otf before I suffer." He 
was told by the court that he thould have the law, and 

29. must be salisfled. He underwent the usual punishment 
of murder, confessing his delusion, and condemning his 
offence ■•■. 

The king did not allow his grief for the death of Buek- 

injrham to withdraw his attenlion from the-danger of La 

Sept- Rochelie. Tlie command was given to the earl of Lind- 

'"■ sey. and with him sailed Walter Montague, on a secret 

IS. mission to the king of France. For Hve days Ibe Heet 
manteuvred in front of the port. and. after two ineffectual 

23. attempts to force an entrance, relnrned to Spithead. 
Montague had landed, vas introduced to Louis, liaslened 
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bock to London, and was preparing to refurn, when La 
Ronhrfie surrender.ed at discretion. To the French mo- 
narch the I'eduction of this tuwn was a frlorious and be- 
neficial achievement: it put an end tu that kind of inde- 
pendent republic which tlie proressors of llie reioriucd 
creed iiad erected in the heart of France, and enabled 
him to ccinsolidate his extensive dominians into one pow- 
erful empire. To the king of England it furnished a 
source of regret and self-accusation. If one of tli« 
strongest bulwarks of the protestant interest had fallen, 
his was the blame, on him would rest the disgrace *. 

The nation had scarcely recovered from this shock 1629. 
when the parliament re-assembled. The king, by mes- J""' 
sa:^e, ordered the commons to take the bill for tonnage '*"■ 
and poundage into immediate consideration; but the 
patriots demanded the precedence for grievances— the 
saints for religion. The last succeeded ; and it was re- 
solved that the " business of ihe king of this earth should 
** give place to the business of ihe King of heaven.'' 

In religion danger was apprehended from two sources, 
popery and Arminianism. Of the growth of popery an 
alarming instance had recently appeared. Out of ten 
individuals arraigned on the charge of having received 
orders in the cliurcn of Rome, only one had been con- 
demned, and even his execution had been respited. Two 
committees were appointed, one to inquire on what 
grounds the judges bad refused to accept a portion of 
tl i n t d ed t the trial, another to interrogate 

tl y g 1 by whiise authority he had dis- 

h g d Ih person cquitted, on produrang bail for 
tl f t app a e. It was ordered in addition 
tl h m nl 1 ould communicate to the house 

e jfthhhd ome to his knowledge respecting 
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attcmpta or warrants to stay the eitocution of the laws 
against priests or lecusanls in tile couniry. 

But Arminianism, ibe spawn of pajieiy as it waa 
termed, had become a subject of [rrealei- alarm than 
popery itself. It was observed that Arrainiaii jireUiles 
froqucnled the court ; that lie i-oyal favour shone exclu- 
aively on Arminian rdergymen ; and that Montague, ob- 
noxious as he was on account of the Arminian tendency 
of bia works, bad heen raised to the bishopric of Chi- 
chester. Inaddiiion, Charles, as supreme gorernor of 
the church, had lately published an authorized edition 
of the articles, containing the much-disputed clause, 
" the church hath power to decree rites apd ceremonies, 
" and hath authority in matters of faith ; ' and he had 
ordered that no doctrine should be taught that differed 
from those articles, tint all controversies respecting out- 
ward policy should be decided by (he convocation, and 
that no man should presume to explain the article re- 
specting justification contrary to its obvious meaning, or 
to take it in any other than the Kteral and grammalical 
sense *. Against this declaraliJii sir John Elliot pro- 
Jan, tested in the most enthusiastic language. It was an at- 
89. tempt to enslave the consciences of thi! people, to maka 
men dependent fi)r their belief and worship on the plea- 
sure of Ihe king and the clergy. He called on the house 
to record its dissent ; and at his persuasion an ^ntry, 
«lyled"a vow,"wasmade on the journals, that the com- 
mons of England " claimed, professed, and aiowed for 
" truth, that sense of the articles of religion, which were 
" estiibiished in parliament in the 13th year of Queen 
" Elizabeth, which, by the public acts of the church of 
" England, and by the general and current exposirion of 
" the writers of that church, had been declaieil unto 
" them, and that they rpjected the sense of the Jesuits, 
" Arrainians. and of all others, wherein they diftered 
"from itt." It is plain that the language of this 
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'• vow" left the sense of the articles just as doubtful aa 

While the zealots lahniired to inflame the religwns 
prejudices of their colleagues, ibepatriois soliciter! ilie 
altoiitioti of the house to the petition of rigbt. Tlie 
kinsj's printers had prepare*! for sale fifteen hundred 
copies of that important document ; but Charles otdored 
them to be destroyed, and aubstituied another editii'n. 
In which the royal assent was suppressed, the evaeiva 
answer, which he had been compelled to cancel, was 
preserved, and the sophistical explanation which he had 
given at the close of the last session was introduced, 
Wliat could prevail on the king to employ on artifir* so 
unworlhy of an honest man, and yet so easy of deteclii.n, 
is uncertain. It branded his character with the stigma 
of duplicity; it taught his subjects to distrust his word, 
even in his legislative capacity. The orators in the com- 
mons fearlessly expressed tlieir indignation ; and Cburies 
himself, repenting of his folly, sought an opportunity of 
appeasing the storm which his imprudence had raised, 
" The complaint," he observed, "of slayinji men's goods 
" for tonnage and poundage may have a short and easy 
" conclusion. By passing the bill, as my ancesiois have 
" had it, my past actions will be concluded, and my 
" future proceedings authorized. I take not these duties 
'■ as apperlaiiiing to my hereditary prerogative. It ever 
" was, and siill is, my meaning, by the gift of my sub- 
•' jects to enjoy the same. In ray speech at the end ol 
" last session I did not challenge them as of right, but 
" showed ) ou l*e necessity by which I was to take them, 
■' till lou had granted them, assuring myself that you 
" wanted only lime, and not good will. So make good 
" your professions, and put an end lo all questions ari^-ing 
" from the subject." This conciliating speech extorted 
a passing murmur of applause. 
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he was now called upon to put to tlie vote a remonstrance 
agoinst the levy of tonnape and poundage witbout the 
consent of pailiament. He refused, and rose to depart : 
but was forcibly beld back by Holies and Valentine, two 
members, who had purp sf'y placed themselves on each 
side of the chair. He maiie a second attempt : ibe 
court party hastened to his aid ; Iheir opponents re- 
sisted ; bloivs were exchanged, the doors lofiked, and 
the speaker, notwKhslaiiding; his tears, struggles, and 
entreaties, was compoilwl to remain sitting. EUiut 
resumed his harangue, and was followed by Holies, who 
pronounced, for ilie approbation of the house, the fol- 
lowing protest: 1. " whosoever shall seek !o bring in 
" popery, Arroinianism. or other opinions, dis^reeing 
" from the true and orthodox church, Bhall be reputed a 
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" cupttal enemy lo this kingiiom and commonweallh : 
" 2. whosoever sliall advise the taking of tdtinage and 
" poundage, not being gianted by parUament, or shall 
" be an aclor or insti'ument therein, aball be reputed a 
" eapitiil enemy to this kingdom and goveinnient : 
" 3. wbaievei- merchant or otlier person shall pay 
".tonnage and poundage, not being granted by parlia- 
" ment, aliall be reputed a betrayer of the liberlies of 
"-England, and an enemy to the same." 

During Ibis extraordinary proceeding the king had 
come to the house of lords. He sent for ihe serjeant- 
at-arms, who was not permitted lo obey ! he Ibcn ordereil 
the usher of the black rod to deliver a message from his 
own mouth ; but that officer returned without oblaining 
admission: at last be commanded the captain of the 
guard to break open the door ; but at the very moment 
the commons adjourned to the 10th of March, according 
lo Ibe message previously delivered by the speaker. 
On that day the king proceeded to the house of lords. Mm, 
onS without sending for the commons dissolved Ihe par- *"• 
liament *. 

This conduct of the lower house piovoked a most 
bitter controversy between its partisans and those of Iho 
crown. The first contended that the king possessed no 
riijht to interfere with the office of the speaker, or to 
prevent him from putting any question from the chair; 
the others, that it was the duly of the houte to suspend 
all proceedinas the moment that the order ofndjournment 
was received from the sovereign. It was a question 
which had never been determined by authority ; for, 
though the commons had of late years challenged an 
exclusive right to adjourn themselves, -they had been 
careful not to bring their claim into roUision with that of 
the crown. By Charles himself their disolwdience was 
considered as little short of treason : and he pronounced 
it the result of a conspiracy to resist his lawful com- 

•Foc otl the iHiTticiilati, >ee Ihs jouinali o(l»lh bouKi. Busliwoith 
L69S-67^. Wblitluck, 13. 13. 
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Mr. iiia[,,l3. Bi hid order, llie most vioieiit of the opposition 
iiiu.i.hoL's were siujiluii uut for punishment, previously 
lo ihe dissolution ; and Elliot, Selden. Holies. Hobart, 
Iluyiimu, Coritim, Long, ValoiiIiDe, and Stroud, after a 
li;i>fy examination before the council, were committed, 
hoiUH to the Tower, others todifferent prisons. At their 
lecjuest they were brought up by writ of habeas corpus, 
ajid demanded, in conl'ormity with the petition of right, 
to be discharj^ed or admitled to bail The case was so- 
lemnly argued; and the court must have acceded to 
the prayer of the prisoners, had not Charles, on the, 
evening before judgment was to be pronounced, by a. 
most unwarrantable inierference with the course of jus- 
lice, placed them all under the custody of the lieutenant 
of tile Tower, and forbidden him to present them in 
court*. It was now necessary to wait till the nest 
term ; and in the inten'al his anger had leisure to cool. 
He listened to the representations of the judges; and 
the nine prisoners had notice that they might be bailed, 
on giving security for their good behaviour. To tliii 
they resolutely objected. It implied a previous otfence; 
it amounted to a confession of puilt. In consequence 
of this obstinacy, the attorney- general filed a criminal 
information against Elliot, Holies, and Valentine : they 
refused to plead, on the ground that the court of king's 
bench had no right to ait in judgment on theirconduct 
in parliament. But the objection was oveiTuled, with 
the aid of tiis pitiful distinction, that the privilege of 
parliament will only cover parliamentary behaviour: 
where the behaviour is extla-parliamentary, it is liable 
to censure extra parltamenlum. The accused persisted 
in declining the authority of the court ; and judament 
was given, that all three should be imprisoned during 
the royal pleasure; that belijre their discharge they 
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should make their submission ; and that they should 
pay fines to the king. Elhot in aooo/., Holies in 1000 
marks, and Valentine in 300/, * 

The unforlunate result of this last experiment had 
fixed the determination of Charles, If his oppoiienta 
charged him, his ministers and judges, with a design to 
trample under foot the liberties of the people, he was as 
firmly convinced that they had conspired lo despoil him 
of the rightful prerogatives of the crown. It was in 
parliiiment alonejhat they could hope to succeed ; and 
he resolved to extinguish that hope, hygaverningforlhe 
future without the intervention of parliament. Nor did 
he make any secret of his (ntenlion. He announced it 
by proclamation: " Ws have showed." he said, " by M 
" our frequent meeting our people, our love to the use ^ 
of parliaments ; yet. the late abuse having for the pre- 
sent driven us unwillingly out of that course, we shall 
account it presumption for any to prescribe any time 
Unto us for parliaments, the calling, continuing, and 
" dissolving of which is aiways in our power, and shall 
" be more inclinable to meet in pailiaraent again, when 
our people shall see more clearly into our interests and 
actions I"." 

The king had now no favourite, in the established 
acceptation of the word. He retained, indeed, the 
counsellors whom Buckingham had placed around him : 
but, though he listened to their advice, be was careful to 
determine for himself. To strengthen the administra- 
tion, he had recourse to th'^olicy which had already 
withdrawn Savile and Wentworth from the ranks of the 
opposition, and resolved lo tempt with the offer of fa- 
vour and office the most foi'midable of his adversaries in 



-il«rlH and bjihisoWt .OMiiae wilhin hi. oouai'y.rtid nmii Ugminf. 
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1630. tlia last pai-liamont. The patriotism of sn Dudley 

29"' ^'"S^s. though it hal stood the test of imprisonment in 

the cause of the people, dissolved in the aunahiiie of the 

court, and his services were seirured to the eioivn hy a 

pnient, granting him Ihe mastership of the rolls tu re- 

1631. version. Noyand Littleton, lawyers, who had di>:tin- 

Ckt, guished themselves by the bitterness of their zeal and 

^'' the feivour of their eloquence, followed tie precedent 

set them by Diticttes ; and the two apostates atoned for 

their former offences by the industry and talent with 

which they supported the pretensions of the prerogative — 

the first in the oliite of attorney, the second in that of 

solicitor -general *. 

Aa secretaries of state, Charles employed sir John 
Cooke and sir Dudley Carleton. Of the first, the 
groat merit was industry, the chief failing covslousness. 
Caileton had learning, talents, and activity; but the 
longer poi'tion of his life had been spent in employment 
abroad, and his ignorance of the slate of parties, and of 
the fetlings of hin countrymen, led him more readily to 
adopt the more arbitrary designs of his sovereign. 

Among the lords of ihe council were the earl mar- 
shal, of whom it was said that " he resorted sometimes 
" lo court, because there only was a greater man than 
" himself, and went thiiher the seldomer, because there 
"was a greater man than himself;" the brother earls 
of Pembroiie and Monlgomeiy, the earl of Dorset f, and 
the earls of Carlisle and HuHandJ; the first a Scottish 
gentleman, raised and elffiched by itini; James, the 
" a younger son of lord Rich, and tlie favourite of 
len of pleasure ra- 
i the council, only 

* HeKuaniiersnnnhoieclneliiilhliird Bruce Ibnni tile >ubj«lDf the 
piUBT iu tlie Gunrdiaii, No. 129, 

J Mauy ulraoniiuBrjr ibirles nre lold of Ihe piodliialllv of Catllsle in 
Lo<l((e. it «, Wilmn. '.IIS, '.Hi. 730. Welrion. SfL Hullgnrt .u l 
jrum™, „n uf lonl Rich, add, by mairying the heirraa uf rir Waller Cupft ■ 
eioa Ihim hi tosk hli iu]» of buon gf Keniiiigioii kdiI eul nf IIoIliDd. 
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because it was a duty attached to the offices which they 
held. 

The great seal was still possessed by tha lord Coven- 
try, a prufound laivver, who deputed himself almost exelii- 
siveiy 10 his duties' as a judge. He seldom spuke at the 
board, and, when he did, his opinion ivas usually unfa- 
vourable to the illegal and despotic claims of the court 
It was not to be expecied that a minister of this cha- 
racter should mokeanyailvance in the esteem of his sove- 
reign ; jet Charles permitted him to retain the office 
.till his death, through the long lapse of sixteen years. 

Tlie earl of Manchester, lor<l privy seal, was also an 
able and experienced kwjer. He had succeeded Coke 
as lord chief justice, and gave 'iU.OWl. for the office of 
lord treasurer, which, at tl.e end of twelve months, 
Buckingham compelled him to resi;j;ii for the inferior 
and less lucrative situation of president of the council, 
whence heascendeil to ihat of lord privy seal. Poverty 
made him an obsequious counsellor, and his aulhority 
served to neutralize in the council the more liberal 
opinions or the lord keeper. 

It was hut a few weeks before tlie murder of Bnckiug- is28, 
ham, that the white staff, the idol of Manchester's devo- July 
tion, had been wrung from his grasp and transferred- l*- 
to the hands of su- Richard Weston, chancellor of liie 
exchequer. Weston, by his talents and industry, real- 
ized the promises of his patron, and the expectations of 
his sovereii»n ; success inspired him with presumption ; 
and he ventured to raise iiis eyes to that place from 
which the dagger of Feltnn had precipitated its last 
possessor. Charles checked his umbitinn r he paid bis 
debts, he gave to him lands, he created him earl of 
Portland, but he withheld that monopoly of power which 
had been enjoyed by Backingham. Weston had, how- 
ever, sljrong claims on the gratitude of bis sovereign. In 
the culli'Cliou of a reionue derived from illegal sources, 
he braved, for the service of the king, the hatred of Iho 
people; and his enemies, to render him still morti 
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odious, adilod to the charge of injnslice the Btill more 
Unpardonable crime of pcpeiy. " 1 denounce hira," 
fvried Flliot, in the last, session of parliament, " as the 
" (Treat enemy of the commonweal! h, who continues to 
" build on the foundation left by his maaer. In him 
" are centered all our evils ; to him are to be attributed 
" the innovations in ourreligion, and the infringement of 
"our liberties *." 

But the religious policy of which Elliot complained, 
wbelher it were an attempt to innovate or to presen'e 
from innovation, was the work of a very different per- 
sonage, whose infiuenee and whose fare claim more par- 
ticular notice. Laml first attracted the attention of the 
puhlic in his thirty-third year, by an act which he de- 
160S. plored to the last day of his life. He lent the aid of his 
^- ministry to a pretended njaniace between Mount joy, his 
^- patron, and the lady Rich, whose husband was 'still 
■livin!;. This offence, the result of servility and de- 
pendence, was effaced b^ his subsequent repentance; 
161)9. and he made himself useful to Neile, bishop of Roehes- 
"l*- ter, who introduced him to the notice of king James, 
At court the obsequious clerijyman crept slowly up'the 
ladder of preferment : at the end of twelve years his 
services were rewarded with the bishopric of St. David's ; 
and the zeal of the new prelate undertook to withdraw 
1621. the countess of Buckingham fiom her attachment to the 
June catholic worship. Thoujih he failed of convcriins the 
29- lady, he won. what to him was of ihe first impoitance. 
the confidence of her son. The favourite chose him for 
liis confessor and the depositary of his secrets, made 
frequent use of his pen and abilities, and deriied from 
him advice and information. After the death of James 
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lie ti-BS rapidly translated from SL David's to Bath anil 162t. 
Wells, nnd from thence to tlie higher see of London, •'■"'■ 
was iiitrodiiceil into ihe privy coundl, and received o j^^ 
pri>rDise of Canterbury on the doalli of aichbisliop Abliot. j^ji 
Even the loss of his patron proved toLaudanadvantafre. 15. 
Cliarles, bereft of hia favourile. called to "him his fa- 
vourite's counsellor. Be was already acquainted with 
the sentiments and intrepidity of the prelate, his belief 
in the doetrine of passive obedience, his leal to enforce 
eccleniastical conformity, and his opposition to the civil 
and reti!!>ous principles of the puritans. He resi(;ned to 
Laud the government of the church, and Laud aiar- 
fihalled the church in support of llie prerogative. 

By this lime the liiii^ had learned to condemn the 
imprudence which had wantonly plunged him into hos- 
tilities with the two great monarchies of France and 
Spain. Fortunately his enemies, who dreaded not the 
efforts of a prince engaged in perpetual contests with 
his parliament, had treated him as a fronard child, 
warding otf his blows, but offering no molestation in 
return, Pliilip, whether it were tlirough generosity or 
contempt, sent back without ransom the prisoners made 
at Cadiz — Louis those taken at Rht5. The return of 
the latter prince to his capital encouraged the Venetian 
ambassador to resume the seciet negociation, and to 
propose again a peace between the two crowns. Few 
ditllculties were opposed, and these were easily over- 
come*. Louis waved his demand of then 

• Onv oldreHoD nised bt Itie French wnn, Ihnt Bohnn, t 

\m vias Lu rviility tli* peuriuner uf B|ialD ICvrleiuD's Lfl 
thi. Tjict larjii^aiit to be. Whiltf lifl *aflBulk]iUU£tliiT Fn.|i 
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April tho St. E-.prit, a. sliip of war, of forty-six guns, built at 

'^ his expense in tlie Texel. aiii) 11 legally captured in tlie 

rery harliour, by sir Sackville Trevur ; anil Cliarins voii- 

l«nte<l liimsett' u'ltii a conditiDiial, and therefore illusory, 

promise in favour of his allies the French prolestanis *. 

Mky By a t^eneral clause all conquests made on either side 
Ilk were resturd, and the relations of amily and commerce 
re-established between England and Francet. 

The overtui'es for a reconcdiation between Charles 
and Philip, passed in the first instance through tlie 
hands of Gerbier, late master of the horse to the duke 
of Buckingham, and Reubens, the celebrated Flemish 
paiiiterj. Soon afterwards Cotiingluu proceeded as 
ambassador to Madriil, and Coloma returned in tlie 

I630.some capacity to London. The treaty of 1604 was taken 

"*?'• as the basis of pacification i and Phiiip.by a letter under 
his own hand, engaj,'ed not only lo rBstoie to the pala- 
tine such parrs of his dominion as were in the actual 
possession of the Spanish troops, but never to cease 
irora his eCfurts till he had procured from the emperor 
terms satiafticlory to the English monarch. In ruiurn 
for this concession was concluded a secret itnd most im- 
portant contract, which had for its object to perfect the 
mysterious treaty respecting Holland, originally com- 
menced by Charles and Buckingham during their visit 
to the Spanish courts that the king of England should 

• To the honDiiT of mchelldi U ihoiild 1» Mlgd Ihnt, od Ifae inbml'ilaii 

gi«n tiiioiiy wMieh ini » conspicuani In Itie wiielua of the EkeIuIi 
liBlriutn. Tojmldown «H Iwix of «>tn)ilii>1itng n imtsnuiii republic in 
the aunth nt Pmw». Iw abollHinl ths cdDsuUr lanvnimeiil iu lEn Mwna 
■md the laililnry itfgjiuliaiim uf thv iahnbilBikl*,orHi-rKl their cn«i1n nud 
fortiikatlomi tti Itp lav-d, tini nqt ui lioA la t1i« nenrrtl eauvfniuin of dv 
potinftnintliechiindiH: butbe imniKnl no retiilatiaai on the nnb-iliuit 
' «uHhlp,iiBdi«luUit«iaUi>pn»iiaur iupmn-oH. Tl>«' might itill 
nnuln iiTlhoika nMnliiii hnt wen cddhIM u hecdmr nnlinil aiiMreis. 
-f Dn HodI, B40. Kuih. U.H. Rym. ^. SO. 6?. In oinscqiwiiVe of 

t dorl.lHt w» ilu. i paliil^ in riliiemper, b naD'e ff Aiilueip. He 
«u truttM hitih by Buekinghrxn nd Iha kln^. and, >t the Kolnriiioii, 
tfUicud to EDflaiid «iih Charin Iha SecgBd. Waluola )ua nn done him 
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unite his arms with those of Philip for the reduction of 
the seven united provinces, and that the former should 
receive, as the pric'e of his assistance, a cerlnin portion 
of those provinces, coraprehendinj; the island of Zealand, 1631, 
to be held by him in full sovereignty. It was duly Jan. 
signed by the two ministers, OlivarfZ and Cottmgton : 
hut the king wisely hesitated to add his ratification ; 
and by this demur forfeited his right to exact from 
Philip the jierformance of the promise in favom: of the 
palatine. Fortunately, howe\-er, for hira, the whole 
transaction was kept secret. Had it transpired, lus 
pi-otestant subjects would have branded him as an apos- 
tate from his religious creed ; perhaps have driven him 
in their indignation from his throne*. 

A year had scarcely passed when Charles betrayed 
the same want of sincerity towurds Philip, which he had 
lately manifested towards the protestanls of the Nether- 
lands. The (■alholio states of Flanders and Brabant en- 1632. 
tertained a project of throwing off their dependence ^"S- 
upon Spain. Both France and Holland ofiered assist- ' 
anco: but the Slates suspected the real intentions of 
those powerful neighbours, and made application through 
Gerbiertothe king of England. Charles replied, that it 21. 
was not consistent with his honour to announce liiinielf 
the fomenter of rebellion among the subjects of a prince 
with whom he was at peace ; but that, if they would 
pi-eviously proclaim themselves independent, he would 
pledge his word to protect them against every enemy. 
They were, however, unwilling to hazard their safety on 
the fiiilh of a i-enefal promise, and, while they sought 
fo bind the king to specific conditions, Philip discovered 
the clue to the secret, ami was careful to secure their 
wavering allegiance by the presence of a numereus 
army Thus both these negociaiions failed ; but it was 
proper to notice them, as eaily instances of that spirit of 
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intrigue, and that absence of common honesty, with 
which the king was afierwai'ds reproached hj hiii ene- 
mies during the civil war". 

At home his attention was chiefly occupied with the 
improvement of the revenue. Though tlie ^rant of Ave 
subsidies had enabled him lo'siience the more clamo- 
rous of his creditors, and the cessation of war had dosed 
up one great sourpo of expense, yet the patrimony of the 
crown had beetk so diminished by the prodigality of his 
father, that he could not support the usual charges of 
government without additional aid from the purses of 
his subjects, l". On this account he not only persisted 
in levying the duties of tonnage and poundage, hut 
augmented the rales on several desoriptions of mer- 
chandise, and ordered the goods of the refractory to be 
IfiM.distrained for immediate payment. 2". He empowered 
My commissioners, in considei'ation of a certain line, to 
remedy defective liiluB, and pardon frauds committed ia 
the sale of lands formerly belonging to the crowu'K 
Jan. 3'. He called on all persons who had not obeyed the 
28- summons to receive knighthood at bis coronation, to 
compound for tlieir neglect, it is certain that in former 
times such defaulters uere punislied by lines levied on 
tlieir property by the sheriff; nor could it be said that 
the crown hud resigned its claim ; for the four lost 
sovereigns had issued the usual summoos, and their 
example had been copied by the present. But it had 
grown to be considered a mere form ; the sheriff often 
neglected to serve the writ, and those who received it 
July paid to it no attention. Now, however, inquiries mere in- 
e. stituted ; all baronets, all knights made since the coro< 
nation, and all possessors of lands rated at forty pounds 
per annum, were declared liable, and commissioners 
Aug. were appointed to fix the amount of their compositions. 
Some had the courage to dispute the legality of the de- 
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maiiil; but the eourU of law uniformly decided against 
tliem, and all were uUTmately compelled lo pay the sum 
awarded liy the commissionerE*, which in no instance 
was less thun two subsidies and a half. It was a most 
impolitic expedient, by which the king forfeited the at- 
tachment of tlie landed interest, tlie best and most 
assured support of his tfafone *. 4°. He contrived to 
raise a cuusiderable revenue, by the revival of the nu- 
merous moiiopolies which had been abaied on the suc- 
cessive remonstrances of parliament. But they Wera 
formed on an improved plan. Instead of being confined 
to a few favoured imlividuals, they were given to incor- 
porated companies of mereliants and tradesmen, who, in 
consideration of the exclusive privilege of dealing in 
certain article s, covenanted to pay into the exchequer a 
large sum of money in the first instance, and a fixed 
duty on the commodity which they manufactuied or ex- 
posed losalet. As these payments ultimalely fell on 
the consumer, they were equivalent to an indirect tax, 
imposed by the sole authority of the crown. 5°. He ex- 
torted fines for disobedience to proclamatiins, even wlien 
he knew that such praclamations were illegal. Inthelast 
reign James had persuaded himself that the conlagiouB 
maladies which annually visited the metropolis, arose 
from the increase of its siie and the density of its 
population ; and, lo check the evil, he r^'pealedly forbade 
the erection of additional hufidinfrs. Bui, as the judges 
had declared such proclamations contrary to law, the 
prohibition was disregarded : new houses annually arose, 
and the city extended its boundaries in every direction. 
The rentsof these buildings were calculated at UIO.OOOl. 163' 
per annum; and Charles appointed commissioners to*'"'' 
go through each parish, and summon Ilia owners before 
them. Some were amerced for their presumption, and 
•Bn!h.ll.7<l.7l-13S.;25. Bym.sviU, 27S, xis. 119. 175. Bib. Re|i., 

.ftClDn of Hjni-bDilm pnhl for IIkIt 
a. dmi ot 81. OB Hen uni of mib. 
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ordered, undera heavy penalty, to demolish their hnuseaj 
others obtained permission lo'cumpoiind for the olfuijce, 
hy tlje payment of lliree years' cslimitetl rent, besides 
an aiinu;il fine to the crown for ever. Suoii coioposi- 
tions were in reality (he chief object of tho severities in- 
flicled unJer ihese several -pretences. AH who sa* 
themselves expo.wd to similar plll]i^llmeDt solicited the 
forbearance of the crown ; the lerms liecame the sub- 
ject of negociation ; and numerous and heavy fines were 
paid into the exchequer *. 

At the same time Laud watched with a vigilant eye 
over the interests of ihu church. Of tate years ft gene- 
ral subficription liad been set on foot for the purpose of 
buying up lay impropriaiiona. and of employing them in 
tba support of the ministry. The plan Uore the ap- 
pearance of religious zeal ; the contriLutions were liberal, 
and the moneys were vested in twelve persons, as trustees 
foe rheir ai)plicalion. They devote<l one portion to the 
purchase of advowsons and prosentalions; tho other to 
the establishmunt of aflerni)i)n lectures in boroui^hs and 
cities. But it was suspected, perhaps discovered, that 
the trustees, jinder the pretence of supporting, were, in 
reality, undermining the church. The leotuturs ap- 
pointed were nonconforming ministers; and these, as 
they held their places at the will, were compelled to 
preacli conformably to iliecommands, of their employers. 
Laud accused them of beini; placed in their situations, 
" to blow the bellows of ,>editinn ;" and the bishops re- 
ceived orders to watch iheir conduct, to convert, where 
it was possible, the aftomoon lecrure inlo the duly of 
catechising, and to insist, at all events, that the surplice 
should be worn, and the service read by the lecturer. 

• Thin, n Mr. Moor, lia-riiw nrcMfi forty-lwo ilwdiins-lioiKM, wkh 
MiUh ami ciHch-liuliwi, iD tile cicinilv li St. MaiHD*! in llie FIfUli, 
vuIIiirI lOOOl., nail (irilen'illoniilliheii] down bFfurer.iiBti'r.uiulM itia 
Hnnllyi^snotWIDVOI. Iledisabejr^d.uilcl ti.e .hHcllTl d.>Dioli9hrd Iha 

Ua.S^iea.KB.Si-J. other p^iriMura or liouwi, almrniR' b'i ^ii fua, 
oflHcd td cumnuund : andlliv «iiiite mm ni»d b»lhji ipeciwotoppiefc 
•ioB i* uld tol-an iDuiuitad u lOOMOI. 
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The atlorney-Reneral compelled the feoffees to produce 
their Hooks and deeds in the court of the exchequer ; and 
alier counsel had hsen heard on hoth sides, a decroenas 1633, 
made, that, as they had usurped on the prerogative, by Feli. 
ereoling themaeives into a body corporate, and had '^■ 
acted contrary lo the irust reposed in them, hy not 
annexing the impropriations to the livings of perpetual 
incumbents, they should render an account of ail the 
moneys received, and of all the impropriations and ad- 
vowsoiis purchased, and that both these should be for- 
feited to Ihe king, to be employed by hira for the benefit 
of the chureb, according to the original intenlion of the 
Eubscribei'S. A hint was added, that the feoffees would, 
moreover, be called bei'ore the star chamber for con- 
tempt; but that threat was never put in esecution*. 

Charles had been advised to issue a proclamation, for- 
bidding preachers to treat in the pulpit any of the sub- 
jects connected with the Atminian eontroversy. The 
object was to put an end to the acrimonious disputes 
which agitated the two parties ; b>it the prohibition tvas 
repeatedly disregarded by the zeal of the polemics, and 
the offenders on both sides were, witb apparent im- 
partiality, equally summoned to answer for tbeir pre- 
sumption before I lie court of high commission. Their 
lot, however, was very different. The orthodox divines 
usually confessed their fuult, and were dismissed with a 
reprimand ; the puritans, of a mote unbending character, 
Buffered the penalties of fine, imprisonment, and depri^ 
vation. The consequence was, that many, both mi- 
nisters and laymen, sought to leave a land where they 
could not enjoy religious freedom, and, migrating lo 
America, kid Ihe foundations of the state of Ne\v 
England t- 

• BHsh. II. 150-153, Land's Diary, 47. 

pMwniei. Tho KiblmUiriun coni[i.v™T ttill diiMml tha chnHihiiMB 
■nd llie puiilBns; On ilii- 19lli of Miinb.lSS^ llie Ju;Ib«>, N ieliardniB 
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There was, however, one miniate, of the name of 
Lcighton, who by his ungovernable zeal drew on him- 
self more severe visitatiun. In a book entitled " An 
" Appeal to Parliaiaeiit, or Sion's Plea against Prelaoy," 
he maintained that God's children were subjecied lo a 
most cruel persecution ; ibat the bishops were men of 
bioo"] ; that the institution of the prelacy was anti- 
chriatian and satanical ; that the queen was a daughter 
of Heth ; and that the kin^ was abused by the biiihops, 
to the undoing of himself aud his people. Language so 
acurrilous and inflammatory quickly attracted the notice 
]63l).of Laud. At his instigation, Leighton was brought be- 
Juiiefore the lords in the star-chamber ; his plea, that he had 
■ writlpn through zeal, and not through malice, was dis- 
regarded ; and the court adjudged him to suffer a punish- 
ment, the severity, or ralher cruelty, of which will 
Nov, astonish the reader. The offending divine was coii- 
9- demned to pay a fine of 1 0.OOOi., was degraded from the 
minisli'y, was publicly whipped in the palace-yard, was 
19. placed for two houis in the pillory, aTid, in conclusion, 
had an ear cutoff, a nostril slit open, and a clieek branded 
with the letters S. S. (o denote a sower of sedition. 
23. These, however, were but the sufferings of one day. At 
the expiration of a week he underwent a second whip- 
ping, he again stood in the pillory, he lost the remaining 
ear, he had the other nostril slit, and the other cheek 
l>rande<l. Neither waa his punishment yet terminated. 
Marked, degraded, mutilated as he was, he returned to 
prison, to be Immured there for life, unless the king 

amiisHiiFoU DD the LonTi d»y. " The kin- diMppioTHd of Hit oidrt. lad 
«nl hti DilWr'a Look i.f imirlii, which hu bi^mlremJuuenlkilicil Inim 
tFBd ill >i|i)iiMiii(Hi u it. Tliii, ii hu bwn lODUiidHl, wu Ht'iiajr In the 
TOiy &» ..f ui iic> i>r pDcllaiiUDi br Uw beltn oIm«viiiiiv of Ihe Kblmlli i 
but n leBirnin 10 ihF mi iriJI ibmr that it iru in r»EI auUuiiniiy ilriLli 
U. ■rau m diKbiimwhedtwn kindaor ipnit^raliwllil «™t,,siuih bi 
be■I•bllilll|{.1lu1^t^llUDI,ilit^nltel.lllld eommiiii planuaH wb di ui^ 

.njwea to all paiWDI -Jthin IhBir a»n piriiliM. I,ul (i,ib[ddeu H> thrm Id 
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should a.t any subsequent period think him a fit object 
for mercy. But from Charles he found no mercy : and 
it was only at the end of ten jeu s that 1 e obtained his 
lilierty from the parliitmenl then n ti ms against the 
king*. Leighton was a dau'^rous fdnii c cajiable, as 
appears from bis writings ot H eting on others the 
severities which he suffered 1 msell But th s can form 
no apology for the judges nho awarded a punishment so 
dispi'oportionate to tlie offence, l/iey sought to shelter 
themselves under the plea that he miyht have been 
indieled for treason, and, therefore, instead of com- 
plaining of the sentence, ought to have been thankful for 

Both Charles and his adviser, Laud, were aware that 
the puritans accused them of harbouring a seci-et design 
to restore the ancient cieed and worship. The charge 
was groundlesB, It originated in that intolerant zeal 
which mistook moderation for aposlacy, and was pio- 
pagated by those \%om interest or patriotism had 
rendered hostile to the measures of government. 
Charles conceived it expedient to silwce this murmur, 
by giving public proof of his orthodoxy. He carefully 
excluded all English catholics from the queen's chapel 
at Sumerset house; he offfered in successive proclama,^ igj^ 
tions a reward of lOO;. for the apprehension of Dr. Jiec. 
Smith, the catholic bishop ; and he repeatedly ordered 11. 
the magistrates, judges, and bishops, to enforce thej?'^^ 
penal laws against the priests and Jesuits. Many were ^"' 
apprehended, some were convicted. But the king. 
Laving ratified for the third time the articles of the 
marriage treaty, was ashamed to shed their blood merely 
on account of their religion. One only suffered the 
penalties of treason, through the hasty zeal of judge 
Yelverton: of the remainder some perished in prison, 
some were sent into banishment, and others occasionally 
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oblained tlieir discharge on giving security to appear at 

Tiie same motive induced the king to act with lenity 
tiiwiiL-ds the lay recusants. Tlie law had left it to his 
os^tion to exact fi'om them the fine of twenty pounds 
per lunar month, or to take twi)-thirda of their personal 
estate; but, in lieu of these penalties, he allowed them 
to compound for a fixed sum to be paid annually into 
the exchequer. Many hastened to avail themselves of 
the indulgence. The amount of the composition was 
determined at the pleasure of ihe commissioners; and 
the catholic, by the aacrifice, sometimes of one-tenth, 
sometimes of one-third of his yearly income, purchased, 
not the liberty of seivingGod according to his ronscieme 
(that was still forbidden under severe penalties), but the 
permission to absent himself from a form of worship 
which he disapproved. The exaction of such a sacrifice 
was irreconcilable with any principle of justice ; but, in- 
asmuch as it was a mitigation of the seyerities inllicted 
by tlie law, the recusants looked upon it as a benefit, the 
zealots stigmatized it as a crime in a protestant 

Before I conclude this chapter. I may notice the 
efforts of Charles in favour of his sister, and her husband 
the prince palatine. The king of Denmark had pro- 
claimed himself the champion of their cause ; but his 
career was short, and he was glad to pieserve by a hasty 
pacification his hereditary dominions from the grasp of 
tliat enemy whom he had wantonly provoked. In his 
place the kings of England and France endeavoured to 
call forth a more warlike and enterpiising chief, the 
filmed Gustavus Adolphus, king of Sweden. By their 
good offices a truce for sis years was concluded between 
that prince and his enemy the king of Poland ; and 
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Guglavus, landing in the north of Germanj-, astoni-.hed 1630. 
the world by the number and rapidity of his conquests. Ju"" 
Nothing could resist the impetuosity of the Swedish 
heni. , Armies weru diasipaied, foitresses reduced, and 
whole nations subdued, Charles had agreed Ui aid liim 
with a body of six thousand infantry ■ but tliat ho 
might not offend the emperor by too open an agonal of 
hoatihty. he prevailed on the marquess of Himdton to 1631, 
levy the men, and to conduct them to German-* as if it 0'". 
were a private adventure, undertaken s. his pergonal '■ 
risk. Gustavus had ibiTuerly proraistl lo replace 
Frederic on the throne : but, when he «aw himself in 
possession of a great part of the palatmile, his ^lewa 
changed with his fortune ; he began to plan an establish- 
ment for himself, and to every application from the ting 
and the prince he returned evasive answers, or opposed 
conditions which it would have been difficult for Charles, 1632.1 
disgraceful to the palatine, to perform. Vane, the Eng- Aur.^ 
lish ambassado!-, was recalled, and Hamilton received ^■ 
orders to contrive some pretext for his return ; but the 
prince, deluded by his hopes, still followed ihe Swedish Not, 
camp, till his protector fell in the givat battle of Lnlzen. 6. 
Frederic did not survive hinKmore than a fortnight, jg_ 
dying of a contagious fever in the city of Mentz ; and all 
the efforts of his son Charles Louis proved as fruitless as 
those of the father. The imperialists roi.ted his army 1637. 
in Westphalia; the earl of Arundel returned with an 
unfi^ourable answer from tlie diet of Ratisbon ; and tho 
reception given to the proposals maile in his favour by, 
the English envoy in the congress of Hamburgh served 
onl) to demonstrate the utter liopeles.ness of his pre- 
tensions*. 
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Scotland, at the death of James, enjoyed a state of 
unprecedented tranquillity ; but the restlessness and 
iinpnidence of the new king gradually provoked discon- 
tent and rebellion. It bad been suggested that he might 
obtain a, permanent supply for his own wants, and at 
the same time provide a more decent maintenance for 
the Scottish clergy, if he were to resume the ecclesiaa- 
tioal property which, at tlie Reformation, had fallen to 
the crown, and during the minority of his father had 
been alienated by the prodigalitv of the regents Murray 

1626. and Morion. The first attempt failed, from the resist- 
ance of the possessors ; in the second he proved more 

1628. successful. The superiorities and jurisdictions of the 
church lands were surrendered, and a certain rate was 
fixed, at which the tithes might he redeemed by the he- 
ritors, and tlie feudal emoluments be purchased by flie 
crown. Charles congratulated himself on the result ; 
hut the benefit was more than balanci'd by the disaffur- 
tion which it created. The many powerful familll^s wiio 
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thoushl themselves wronged did not forget the injury ; 
in a letr years they took, the most ample revenge *. 

The king, in imitation of his father, resolved to visit 
his native country. He was accompanied \iy a gallant 163S 
train of Enf^lish noblemen, and was received by theJ"°'-' 
Scots, with the most enthusiastic welcome -t. At his co- • ' 
ronation, which was performed by the archbishop of St. 18, 
Andrew's, they «;ave equal demonstrations of joy, though 
several parts of the ceremony shocked their religious 
feelings, and the officious interference of Laud wounded 
their national pride t ■ 

TliB nest day Charles opened the Scottish patliament 19. 
after the ancient form. A liberal supply was cheerfully 
voted to the sovereign — but on two points he met with 
the most vigorous opposition. When it was proposed to 
confirm the statutes respecting religion, and to vest in 
the crown the power of regulating the apparel of church- 
men, an obstinate stand was made by all tlie members, 
who conscientiously objected to the jurisdiction of iha 
bishops. The king stei^ily commanded them not lo dis- 
pute, but to vote ; and, pointing to a paper in his hand, 
exclaimed, "Your names are here 1 to-day I shall see 
" who are willing to serve me," The lord register so- 37. 
lemnly affirmed that the majority had given their voicea 
in favour of the bills; the contrary was afterwards as 
Birenuously asserted by iheir opponents {. The notion 
that the king entertained sentiments favourable to 
popeiy had been maliciously circulated in Scotland ; 
the ceremonies at his coronation, and his policy respect- 

• Uiirn^l'i own Timn, I. SD. Ii.irgi) dsclnnttiiiii, 1—9. BuUbnr, 11. 1S3. 
139. lSl.3,t. SUtntea of 1«33. 

4 It wu ipmarked by tams that the SeoM vould ImltnU Ihe Jevt, and 
tlmt ll»i[ bowiiiia> •! hii entry •ou'jl le chanE.>rl InU " Aw.y nKh him, 
"eriwIIVWinr Leslie, bishop o( tlie isiei, melHtDni.'d lhi« at dinner M 
ChBrln.»hiilmiiiediiitFljtunMilIlHiug)itful,aDdBteDoiiiDre. US.IetUr 
otSOlh Sept., 1633. , , „ 

1 nnlfoiir. li. 19S-199. Biitliwonh, 11. 191. 182. Cjarenil"". 1. '9. 

'■midHMk'Mth.ltlieylhmiel'eiidiiiku™UloheiBo.l falM.,..tar 
" luneyiDg iheic own papeti and ilia popen vf numy bundieds (ruHIA 
" wliD toiik nolas ot Uie number of mleei. 
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ing the cbnrch, were deemed confirmatory of the charge ; 
and, though he surrendered to the importunity of peti- 
tioners must of the money voted by the pathament, his 
visit served neither to strengthen the attachment, nor to 
dissipate the distrust of his countrymen *. 

During the six years which followed his return from 
Scotland, England appeared to enjoy a calm ; but it was 
a deceitful calm, such as frequently precedes a storm. 
Ho took no pains to allay, he rather inHamed that fe-' 
verish irritation which the illegality of his past conduct 
had excited in the minds of his subjects. Nor can it be 
said, in his excuse, that he was ignorant of their dissatis- 
faction. He saw it, and despised it ; believing firmly 
in the divine right of kings, he doubted not to bear down 
the fbrce of public opinion by the mere weight of the 
royal prerogative. 

He had scarcely time to repose from the fatigue of 
his journey when Aboot died, and he gladly seized the 
Aug. opportunity to place Laud on the archiepiscopal throne t. 
^* The new metropolitan wielded 'the crosier with a more 
vigorous grasp than his predecessor. He visited his 
province, established uniformity of discipline in the ca- 
thedral churches, enforced the exact observance of the 
rubiic, and submission to the different injunctions ; and, 
by strictly adhering to the canon which fofbade ordina- 
tion without a title, cut off the supply of non-conforming 
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ministws for public lectures and private cliapels. After 
iiis example, and by his authority, the churches were 
repaired and beautified; at -his requisition the judges 
unanimously confirmed the legality of the proeeedingB 
in the ecclesiastical courts; and by liis advice the king, 
in defiance of every obstacle, undertook to restore St. 
Paul's cathedral to its ancient splendour. In these pur- 
suits there was certainly much commendable in itself, 
and becoming his station ; but the jealousy of the puri- 
tans bad long ago marked him out as an enemy ; the 
most innocent of his actions were misrepresented to the 
public, and whatever he attempted was described as an 
additional step towards the introduction of popery. A 
succession of written papers dropped in the streets, or 
affixed to the walls, or secretly conveyed into his house, 
warned him of the punishment which his aposlacy de- 
served, and which the orthodoxy of his oppuiienia was 
prepared to inflict". 

About this time the jealousy of the puritans was 
roused to the highest pitch by their knowledge of the 
fact, that an accredited agent from Rome had received 
. the royal permission to reside in London. Two motives 
had induced the pope. Urban VIII., to make this appoint- 
ment. ]. Towards the end of August, 1633, sir Robert 
Douglas arnved in Rome with the character of envoy 
from the queen, and a letter of credence signed , by the 
earl of Stirling, secretary of state for Scotland. It was 
soon discovered Ihat the real object of his mission was to 
obtain, through her intercession, the dignity of cardinal 
for a British subject, under the pretext that such a con- 

1. 17. Thr 
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cess on would go fer towards the future conversion of the 
k ng Uibaii, suspiciaus of some political inti'igue, re- 
sol edto return no answer tilt he sliould have ascertained 
f om whom this unexpected project had originated, and 
ho e favour the hat was 'solicited; and with that 

ew he deemed it expedient to despatch an envoy from 
Rome vho might commuuicate personally witVi the 
queen 2. Another motive was furnished by the contro- 

e y anong the English catholics respecting the expe- 
d enc) of appointing a bishop for the government of their 
cl u cl The secular clergy and the regulars, with their 
respect ve adheients, had taken opposite sides on this 
quest and the warmth with which it was discussed 
£ gliiid had provoked a similar opposition between 
the ep Bcopal body and the monastic orders in France ; 
a oppos lion so violent and irritating as to threaten for 
some }ears a schism in tlie French church. To ap- 
pease th s storm was an important object with Urban: 
add strustful of the representations of parties inte- 
rested the dispute, he determined to appoint a con- 
Mential minister to collect information on the spot. 
The first whom he employed was Leander, an English 
Benedictine monk, with whose proceedings we are very 
imperfectly acquainted: but Leander was soon followed 
by Panzani, an Italian priest, of the congregation of tlie 
oratory,. who was instructed to confine himself entirely to 
the controversy among the catholics, and on no pretext 
whatever to allow himself to be drawn into communica- 
tion with the new archbishop of Canterbury *. Pan^ani 

uio. (UBrbeiini'i ileiiHiIcli or t3 Mnr., IfiSS.) Uhjrso! Had It ilj«t 

eDrdiniil hail been at flm loUallad? Il U not imprDbBlile. I>unglnii^en 
I^uglnml tu miike llw leanest Hbaul Iha mhldlg at July, hdi) [-aDl><fd Bnms 
■luut A moDih iKIer- Now tbe ofl^ itT ttmt dl^tly was mailti to Lnu4 in 
UnKlaud on th.^ 4tli, ngd RpPMtd on the ITItl of August. ( I.H'irt'l Dlurv.) 
Tliii oiincysDci' in jioiiil of tine ftirniiWi ■ slinnR pr^nmivlign! uiilldll 
laijr br Bjldsd ibil, in Dewnber, Dii P^inin, th> aliier cleigynMa in Iha 
qunm'i lumwliold, iimecedcil u Parii, aud In Hlebi, tlis aunau, ijioks 
billlily in btouc uF LBml, wilh tegnid t'> liig Tslitiiii! princi|ites. and )il( 
•lUlDinau lo >baw foTDUt lu Uu oLiUolii:!. Dcipatcb of fiiaU to Bat- 
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Was graciously received by the queen, and assured, 16 
through secretai7 Windebank, that he might remain in Ot 
safety. From his despatches it appears that among tlie 
most zealous churchmen there were some who, alarmed 
at the increasing numbers and persevering hostility of 
the puritans, began to think of a re-union with the see 
of Rome, as the best safeguard for the church of Eng- 
land. Of this number were Windebank, Coltinglon, 
Groodman, bishop of Gloucester, and Montague, bishop 
of Chichester. The latter was become an enthusiast in 
the cause. He conversed tlirice with the Italian on the 
subject, and assured him that the Snglish clergy would 
not refuse to the pope a supremacy purely spiritual, such 
as was admitted by the French catholics ; tbat among 
the prelates three 0[ily, those of Durham, Salisbury, and 
Exeter, would object ; and that Laud, though be was loo 
timid and too cautious to commit himself by any open 
avowal, was ill reality desirous of such an union. Though 
it was plain tltat little reliance could be placed on Uie 
assurances made by men who had not the courage to 
communicate their thoughts to each other, much less to 
sound Iho disposition of their sovereign, Panzani trans- 
mitted the information to his court; and received for 
answer that, on a subject so delicate and important, it 
was his duty to hear what was said, but to abstain from 
giving any pledge on the part of tbe pontiff; and tbat, 
if these overtures should subsequently assume a more 
tangible shape, the nogociation would, be intrusted to a 
minister of higher rank and more approved experience, 
Panzani now applied himself to the other objects of his 
mission. Charles, at his solicitation, put an end to the 
vexations to which the catholics were still subject from 
the searches wantotdy and maliciously made in their 
houses at the pleasure of the pursuivants ; and was in- 

Dk Ibat the proposal of Lha 
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duced. by the hope of benefiting his nephew, the pala- 
tine, throucU the mediation of Utban, to consent to the 
opening of an official interraurse between the two courts, 
tbroufih accredited agents, who should, however, assume 
no pubhc character, bill appear as private indiviiluals. 
For this purpose sir William Hamilton, the broiher of lord 
Aberooi-n, repaired to Rome, where, as gentiluomu of ilie 
queen of England, he renewed in her name tlie req^Lest of 
tlie purple for a British subject. Oa this occasioLi, how- 
ever, that subject was named ; and proved to be Conn, a 
Scottish clergyman, the favourite of cardinal Barherini. 
But Hamilton was furnished also with private instruc- 
tions from the king to solicit the good offices of the popo 
in favour of the king's nephew, the son of the deceased 
palsgrave; to promote the intended marriage of hia 
niece, llie daughter of the same prince, with the king of 
Poland ; and to obtain the papal approbation of the oath 
of allegiance, or of some other instrument of similar im- 
port. Should he see a prospect of succeeding in any one 
of these demands, ho was authorised to promise, what 
Charles had hitherto refused, the royal consent to the 
peimanent residence of a catholic bishop in England . 

The person selected in Rome to be the successor of 

Panzani was Conn himself, the queen's nominee for the 

163!;. purple. From Charles and Henrietta he met with the 

July most gracious rei-eption ; but with all his efforts failed 

^''- to eH'ect an understanding between the king and the 

pontiff. Urban constantly refused to employ his influ- 

ence in favour of a protestant, to the prejudice of a 

catholic prince ; and Charles as obstinately refused to 

admit of any form of oath, which did not include a full 

am! unequivocal disclaimer of the deposing power. Still 

the presence of Conn proved a benefit io the English 

catholics. He was able, by his remonstrances on dif- 

■II is plnin (rom IhB oriljinil |JB«r> Ihat, nhalevBr hopei ol dejigM 
miibt be eolsrlainMl by olliets. Ciiwlca, in oaMPtin^ lo Iho misaion of 
Hmiilloii.WlBoiwbutpolUicaloyiioUin™™. Sen llu ClflrentfoB P»^ 
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ferent occasions, to check the zeal of archbishop Laud, 
who, through anxiety, as it wag reported, to shake off 
the imputation of popery cast upon him by the puritans, 
sought to estabhsh the belief of his orthodoxy hy the 
rigorous enforcement of the penal laws*. Conn re- 
mained three years in England ; introduced to the king f^,g 
and queen his successor, count Rosseiti, ayoungUi man, Sep. 
of pleasing manners and courtly acquirements ; and 2. 
then hastened to Rome to receive, as the reward of his 
services, the object of his ambition. He died, however, 
a fewdaysafter his arrivaljlo the grief of the queen and J 
of Barberinit. ^' 

The reception given to these envoys was a fatal error 
on the part of lie king ; for it provoked in the minila of 
many a doubt of his attachment to the reformed faith, 
and enabled his enemies to raise the cry that religion 
was in danger, a powerful engine to set in motion the 
prejudices and passions of the people. This formed one 
great cause of the public discontent; but to it must be 
added several others of the most irrit'iting lenduncy 
which were furnished by the oppreasn e prDceedmgs in 
the courts of justice, and the illegal exped ents adopted 
by the king to raise money without the conse it of par 
li a merit. 

I. The reader is aware that the court of the star 
chamber was estabhshed, or at least mouUedmt a rew 
form, in the third year of Henry VII for the purpose of 



it * *i! J^°l''o?0°"' ^""''""''f 'p*'°"lS'?!! "^ H.mpdun," (ii. App. A.) 
Ill™ G^^ Civile" of"shjolino^iUi!ci0Br'°Biii"St^"™™ri2i,'™ 
thsl ■cnmnl iriih Ilie df ipstchn of tfaoH eBtaja ghowi iIibI Siualoni 
TH a> i^HHODt of (faeir real history aa h» wot of tliv politics nod iHto- 
dud oTpnttin inEnglDiul. In udditlon llie rCHdsr mav mrniult Ihe ik. 
iBoinof G™!!eTi«l^i«Bm(l31— S61.i,edilBdliy Rct.Joi. UflrriniM)B,tf 
ttas nutlnnticUt or whicli xhin CBDiieit be no doubt ( miiil also He. 
Hiiller's HiMofinil Hemoln of British Catliolica, 3d edition, toL ii, sie~ 
3fi9. Ii appeui lo me plain that Ciiailei hod 110 idei of a r^naian between 
the ehurches : and thai. If Land BTer cherislied luch a ptojeel, lie kept It 
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checking the presumption of those powerful lords who 
at a distance frum the capital cverawed the proceeding*, 
and set at defianco the authority, of the ordiiiary courla 
of law. It was made to consist of two out of three 
great officers of state, a spiritual and a temporal lord, 
memhers of the privy council, and two of the twelve 
judges ; and ivas authorised to examine offenders, and 
to punish them according to lie statutes of the realm. 
When it had fallen almost into desuetude, it was restored 
in full vigour, and with the most heneficbl results, by 
cardinal Wolsey ; and from that period continued 
through several reigns to grow in importance, perpetu- 
ally adding to its jurisdiction, and making itself feared 
by the severity of its judgments. Whatever by legal 
ingenuity could be tortured into a contempt of tlie royal 
authoritv might be brought before it ■ and the solemnity 
of the proceedmgs, the rank of the ju'flges and tlie 
manner in whu-h ihev delivered their opinions, gaie it 
a superiority m the eyes of the public over e\eij other 
judicial tribunal* But, in proportion as it gained id 
dignify and importance, it lost in reputation The 
judges {every pruy councillor was now admitted) were 
also in many cases the prosecutors, they geneially 
founded their decisions on precedent rither than law 
andit nasbeheied that often tha wish to humble an 
adtersarj, the necessitj of supplying the nants of the 
exchequer, and the hope of purchasing the rojal favour, 
induced them to punish without sufficient proof of guilt, 
or beyond the real demerit of the offender. Of such 
conduct one instance has been already mentioned in the 
fate of Leighton : a few more may be added, which, 

• sit Thomm Smllh, Comnxmweallh of EngUnd, 1. fii. c. 3. •' II naa 
"'^h^h""'"'''""!."''" ''"''' "'""" ""^ '^'""'"? "' "" S""" "PI*:" 

"maiethill wo* before Ihcm. And it wn. usual (or Kiote^ll^M woTe lo 
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from tbeir influence on the subsequent events are de- 
setving of particular notice 

1°. When bishop Willams resigned the seals ha 
retired, after an ineffectual dttempt to regain Ihe ruyal 
favour, to his diocese of Lincoln There his wealth 
enabled him to live with pnncelj magnificence, \ hile 
his resentment led bim to indulge occasionally in rash 
and indecorous expressions These were careiully con 
veyed by the sycophants around him to the ear of his 
great rival Laud, and by Laud communicated with suit- 
able comments to the king*. It had been advised by 
WiUiams, that the puritans should be gained by lenity 
and indulgence, instead of being alienated by severity 
and prosecutions ; and, as the counsel had been favour- 
ably received, he hesitated not to re[jeat it to two officers 



of the 1 



h commission court. In a few days a 



formation was filed against him in the star-chambur. If 
for pubUshing ■ tales to the scandal of his majesty's 
goveinmenl, and revealing secrets of state contrary to 
his oath of a privy councillor. He gave in his answer, 
and the prosecution was allowed to sleep during several 
years, through the influence of Cottington, who be- 
gan to oppose Laud. He had even appeased the kin", 
and directions had been given to draw out his pardon, 
when on some new provocation the proceedings recom- 
menced t, and, an attempt halving been made to weaken 
the credit of Pridgeon, a witness for Williams, the 
bishop or his agents sought to support it by inducing the 
Witnesses against Pridgeon to revoke or amend the;r de- 
positions. The attorney-general immediately dropped 
the flrst information, and Eubstitutad a second, charging 
the prelate with the offence of tampering with the king's 



"'P^='"'g "ia» prtlaw, Bhicli lie hiu recorded in his Dlar/, ;, 
til P«pBr», i. *«. 490. 60*. 606. SIG. 
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Ifi.ir. witnesBes Aflera patient heirins of nine ilais Iha 
J^'y court adjudgoil him to be suspended from the episcopal 
'^' offiKe, to be ini prisoned in the Tower duiinj the roj-il 
pleasure, snd to pay a fine of 10 UUOl Laud who was 
one of the judjes and was considered by the public as 
his great enemy took the oppottuiutv ot VLndicaliog his 
own character Delivering his lud^inent he declared 
that he had repeatedly interceded for Williams on bra 
knees; but that the petitions of the bishop lor taTonr 
were so far from expiefeinq repentance and humiiitv, 
that they served rather lo offend than to appease his sove 
reign. Still the enemies of Willia ns were not satisfied 
The officers who took possession of the bishops effects 
found amijng his papers two letters from Oshaldeaton, a 
schoolmaster, informing his patron, in one passage, 
that "the great Leviathan (Portland, the late treasurer) 
" and the little urchin (archbishop Laud) were in a 
" storm," and, in another, that " there was great jealousy 
" between the Leviathan and the little meildling hocus- 
" pocus," This discovery gave rise to another informa- 
tion against Williams, for having jiloMed with Oshaldes- 
ton to divulge ftilse news, to breed disturbance in the 
slate, and to excite dissension between two great officers 
of the crown. On the trial it was held that to conceal 
a libellous letter respecting a private individual was 
lawful, but to conceal one respecting a public officer was 
1639. a high offf nee, and the judgment of the court was, that 
Feb. the bishop of Lincoln should pay a tine of 50001. to the 
'^ king, damages to the amount of SiiOOl. to the arch- 
bishop, should make his submission, and sliould suSer 
imprisonment during pleasure *. 

2°. William Prynne was a barrister of Lincoln's inn, 
a man of a morose and gloomy disposition, deeply im- 

• Bn.hworih, a. 416-4W. B03-S17. Hmtell, Hi. 77l>-8». If "• 
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liued with the doctrines of puritanisra, and warmly ani- 
mated n^ainst the prevailing vices of th g He 1 d 
persundeil hiipself ttiat the dissolute m g 

men among his acquaintance orif^in n h b of 

thiquenting the theatre ; and to wav b g 

that great and growing evil— lo pr e h he n n 
was rapidly lapsing into paganism, h a p d w 

vdume of 1000 quarto pages, ent d H ma 6> 

He complidned that within the two a s n e 

than 40,000 copies of plays had be n po ed ale 

tliat tliey were printed on better pape an m B b 
and bought up with greater avidity an e 
sermons; and that the theatres in e ap a hwe 
chapels of the devil, had increased s x d ub e he 
number which existed in Rome iind a d ute 

emperor Nero, The players he rep o. m 

niaters of Satan, and the haunters f p a u ng 
in the broad road to damnation. Hs a k w re 
equally directed against the mask a cou and e 
amusements of the common peupl D n n^, he 

lievil's profession, and every pace in a dance was a pace 
towards hell. Dancing mode the ladies of England, 
(horn and frizzled madams, to lo;:* their -«odesty ; 
dancing had caused the death of Nero, and had led three 
worthy Romans to put to death the emperor Gallienus. 
With equal bitterness he inveighed against hunting. 
May-poles, public festivals, the adorning of houses with 
green ivy at Christmas, cards, music, and perukes- 
Neilher did the church escape. The silk and satin 
divines, with their pluralities, tlieir bellowing chants in 
the church, and their ducking andcringingio the altars, 
were subjected to the severe lash of the satirist. Prynne 
had lung been a marked character; Ijiud hail already 
summoned him twice before the high commission court, 
and had twice seen the victim snatched from his grasp 
hv prohibitions from Westminster hall *. But this last 

• Cut«bailHd»Iiia,t07; B^lin.US. 172431)- 
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publication subjected him lo the jurisdiction of a more 
independent court. The prelate hastened to read to the 
king the passages which appeared to redecl upon him 
and the queen dancing at court ; and Noy, the attorney- 
1633. general, was ordered to indict Prynne in the star-oham- 
Fub. ber, as the author of a dangerous and seditious libel. 
'• It was in vain that he disclaimed upon oath any disloyal 
or factious intention, — any design of including the king 
or queen, or lords, or virluous females, within the indis- 
criminate censure of his hook ; and that he e:tpresHGd 
bis regret for several passages, couched in language 
which he acknowledged lo be intemperate, and unjustifl- 
1434. able. He was adjudged by the court to be put from the 
^^- bar, excluded from Lincoln's inn, and deprived of his 
"■ degree in the university; to stand in the pillory in 
Westminster and in Cheapside ; to lose an ear in each 
place; to have his book burnt before his eyes by the 
common hangman ; to pay a fine of 5000/. ; and to sutfet 
perpetual imprisonment. This punishment, which. 
May though the queen interceded in favour of the victim, 
'■ was inllicted in a!! its rigour, deserved and incurred the 
'"• reprobation of the public; but when ihe puritans in- 
dulgsd i#invectives against the court by which the judg- 
ment was given, they should have recollected the still 
more barbarous judgment which they had pronounced in 
parliament a few years before, against Floyd the catholic 
barrister, for a much more questionable offence*. 

3°. But persecution did not subdue the spirit of 
Prynne. From his prison, in a tract entitled " News 
" from Ipswich," he denounced the apostacy of the pre- 
lates, attempted to prove them Lueiferian lords, devour- 
ing wolves, and execrable traitors, and charged them 
with a long catalogue of innovations, tending, in Ills 
opinion, to overthrow the pure doctrine of the gospel, 

•Rnihworth, li.2S0~2«. Howell, iii. ML— 586. Whilaliek. 18. »S. 

Pr^lie unmedialvly lUer Ihe ejuculkia " gol bis ears smed on, Uut tbitf 
••niiU glow (iiiiD as btifiHe to Ills head." Snffotd Papain i.WE. 
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and to introduce the superstitions of popery*. He 
found an able coadjutor in Dr. Bastwick, a fellow-pri- 
soner. Bistwiuk was a phyEiciaii, who had written a 
treatise against the divine institution of hishops, under 
the title of "Elenehus papismietflageltum cpiacoporum 
" Latialium.'' It was » fair suhject of discussion : hut 
in the opinion of the churchmen, he had treated it mjre 
like a libeller than a divine ; and in the high commission is3i 
court he was escommunicated, suspended from the Feb, 
practice of hia profession, and condemned to pay, with 12. 
the costs of the suit, a fine of lOUO/. 1o the king, to ho 
iiaprisoned two years, and to make a recantation. He 
now wrote another tract, " Apologelicus ad pKesulesi636, 
"Anglicanoa,'' and followed this up with the "LetaiTieof 
" John Bastwick, doctor of physic, being now full of de- 
" votion, and lying at this instant in Lirabo patruni," — 
a strange and incoherent rhapsody, intended to expose 
the " taste and prophanesse of the hishops, and the 
" fruitlessnesse and irapietie of the service books ■(■■'' A 
tbir<l apostle was found in Henry Burton, a clergyman 
who had l«en chaplain to the king before his journey to 
Spain, and who had since been suspended by the high 
eoramission court, foi two sermons entitled, " ftud and 
" the king,'" preached on the 5lh of November in his 
own ciiurch of St. Matthew, in London. In his detfence Nov. 
he wi'ote an apology, caUiiig on all orders of men to &• 
resist the innovations of the prelates, whom he stigma- 
tized as "blind watchmen, dumb- dogs, ravening wolves. 



nLuuf th* naaitattha p[iiieei!iEUiiibei£.nDilnrh«iiuue,in Um pret'er 
f« tlie Tunl Cunlly. Ktufawnrlh.lB. App.119— 139. 

oir«i>lve: " If vee Inolu npno thit Uvea, acii^ua, iinil mBDtien of llw 
- prisiU aiHl prplulii ar imraxx. sril m Iholr priil.-. faslf, ■ni|iudr.|iu-, tm- 
" numils, tiroplinnfiie, iiBmarelriiUon™, nni:w(lincB«, &«., nni' urould 
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" antichrist ian mushrooms, robbers of souls, limbs of the 
*• beaat, and the factors for antichrist*." 

It might have been supposed, even by the most or- 
Ihodojt churchman, that tlie foul and scurrilous lan- 
guage in which these ti'acts were composed, would pi-ove 
a sufficient antidote to the poison which they contained. 
But Laud, as appears from his correspondence with 
Strafford, had taken for his motto the words " thorough 
" and thorough." He had convinced himself that 
severity alone oouid tame the obstinate spirits of his 
opponents, and he expected to enforce submission by 
the apprehension of punishment. But his conduct had 
a very different effect. It encouraged a notion that Ihe 
hooks asserted truths which rould not be refuted, and it 
elevated the libellers to the rank of martyrs, whose con- 
stancy under their sufferings increased the number of 
their disciples. At his suggestion, a criminal informa- 
tion was filed in the star-chamber against Prynne, 
Bastwick, and Burton, for attempting to bring the 
government in church and stale into disrepute, and to 
excite sedition among his majesty's subjects. Burton 
gave in his answer ; but as it was of enormous length, 
and still more provoking than his former works, it was 
expunged as impertinent, by the advice of the two chief 
justices. The answers of Prynne and Bastwick were of 
a similar nature, offering to show that the prelates in- 
vilded the prerogative, despised the Scriptures, en- 
couraged popery and profaneness, oppressed loyal sub- 
jects, and were the servants of the devil, and the 
enemies of God and the king, and of every living thing 
that was good. But to such libels it was impossible to 

•Henproaiiheail.eBiwlllilnvingmlj!Ul>il«<l"a("for "6. the bums 
" orlemia evsrjr kn« shlll howi" wTlll ImvlllK chanuerl Ihir w-uc.li "wliuii. 
''ivli^iiKit>ti;lKllioii,"iiiio-'iiholiirn rrliBioninwtalielKoD'' iviili ika 
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procure the signatures of two counsel, and without that 
formality, acuoiding to the rule of the court, no answer 
cuuld be received. There was, indeed, aii apparent 
hardship in thus refusing to listen to the defence of the 
accused : yet their defence, had it been heard, would 
have been deemed an agijravation of the crime, though 
it could hardly have added to the severity of the punish- 
ment. They were condemned to stand two hours in the 1637. 
pillory, to suffer the amputation of both ears, to pay Jims 
severally a fine of 500 Oi. to the king, and lo be impri- l*- 
aoned for life*. The sentencewasexecutedinthepalace 30. 
viiid, and from their pillories the prisoners harangued 
tne multitude of the spectators, who admired their con- 
stancy, pitied their sufferings, and, at the abscission of 
Iheir ears, expressed a general disapprobation by groans 
and hisses. The proceedings of the day excited alarm 
in the breast of the archbishop : but that alarm, instead 
of teaching him the impolicy of such cruel exhibitions, 
only prompted him to employ additional severity. He 
obtained an order to remove the three sufferers from tbe 
vicinity of their friends, and tlie sympathy of the public ; 
and to confine them separately in the casiles of Ijiun- 
ceston, Carnarvon,, and Lancaster. To his amaze- 
ment, their departure from I,ondun, and the wliole pro- 
gress of their journey, bore the appearance of a triura- 
phal procession. The roads were crowded with frieuds 
and spectators t. and meu contended with each other for 
the happiness of addressing and entertaining the 
martyrs. Still the zeal of the archbishop did not relax. 
He ordered those who had the presumption to perform 
the duties of hospitality to Prynne, on his way through 
Chester, to be called before the high commission court 
at York, by which they were condemned to pay fines. 
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some ot Seot. some of 30->l., and some of 250(., and tp 
make a public acknowledgment of their offence in the 
calhedral before the congregation, and in tlie town-hall, 
before the mayor, aldermen, and citizens of Cliester *. 
As for the prisoners, it was determined to banish them 
out of England, but still to detain ihera in prison. 
Aug. Bastwick was sent to the isle of Scilly. Burton to the 
2^' castle of Comet in Guernsey, and Prynne to that of 
Mont Orgueii in the island of Jersey. 

II. The proceedings in the V.ig'a commission courts 
did not produce less discontent than those in the star- 
chamber. Never were the powers with which they 
were armed more vigorously exercised, never were 
the punishments which they inflicted, fines, imprison- 
ment, and costs of suits, so vexatiously multiplied, as 
under the present metropolitan. They professed to take 
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eogniianoe of all public breaches of morality, of all 
words, writings, or actions, lending to thedisparagemeot 
either of the religion or of the chureh eslabliahed by law j 
and as in the prosecution of these duties they fre- 
quenllj- came into coUiaiim wilh the courts at West- 
minster, the rivalry between the civil and siiirllual juris- 
dictiuns naturally' b^ot a hostile feeling between the 
church and the bar. The people lived in continual dread 
of these inquisitorial tribunals; and there existed 
among them a persuasion, that many of the prosecutions 
were instituted not through motives of morality or re- 
ligion, but for the mere sake of the fines, which were set 
apart as a fund towards the repairs of St. Paul's cathe- 
dral*. In one respect, indeed, the hiyh commission 
court deserved the praise of impartiality ; it visited with 
equal retributbn the offences of the rich and of the 
poor; but this very circumstance operated to its pre- 
judice. Individuals of ranit and inliuoiice, who had 
been compelled by it to ^o public penance for inconti- 
nency, or some other scandalous vice, were taught 
through revenge, others of similar habits through fear 
of similar punishment, to look with an tvil oye upon 
that jurisdiction, which employed itself, in humbling 
their pride, and interfering with their pleasures. The 
rigour of the archbishop produced an effect contrary to 
his expectations ; and instead of strengthening the pre- 
lacy, he surrounded it with a multitude of enemies, 
ready to join at the first favourable moment in subvert- 
ing the church from its very foundations +. 

• See Uo commls.lmi tor Hie rep.in of St Paul., t.l BihIiotliECB Regk, 
344— Sia. AprillO. IKS, .naUac.-iO, IfiSi. . , ., 

4 Se< Clsrendoii (i, 941, and the Witory of sevenl prcBMulions In Ihia 
poUeeiii Mwnmfrflu sm(dl«l'y, Th- viMirantew Purbeck.wiih «b™ 
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Til, la the council no man more fearlessly opposed 
the policy of Laud than ihe earl of Portlanii, lord trea- 
I635.gurer. In 16^5 his deal h freed the an-hbishop from a 
Mar. most formidable adversary : the treasuiy was put into 
' commission ; and Laud himself took his place at the 
head of the board. With his characteristio impetuosity 
he plunged into an ocean of businesa, with the nature 
of which he was unacquainted. He soon became the 
unsuspecting tool of designing men, of eonlractora, who 
offered to him projects for the improvement of the 
revenue, while they soufjht nothing in reality but their 
own interest ; and he found himself for months together 
involved in daily quarrels with his colleagues, particu- 
larly wiih lord Cotlington, the chancellor of the exche- 
quer. At the .expiration of the year, he advised the 
]€36. king to dissolve the commission, and to ^ive the white 
Blar. staff lo his former school-fellow. Dr. Juxon, for whom 
fi' he had lately obtained the hiaiiopric of London The 
appointment excited general surprise ; its object is dis- 
closed by the remarkof Laud in his Diary ; "Now if the 
" churcli will not bold up themselves under God, I can 
" do no more.'' Juxon, however, though he entered 
upon office under unfavourable circumstances, though 
he was not formed by nature or education lo enforce 
illegal measures, or lo buffet with the turbulence of the 
times, executed his trust witii such integiily and for- 
hearaiice, that he incurred o smaller degree of odium 
than any other member of the adminiBtration, When 
they were respectively censured by the long parhHinent, 
he passed ihroush tlie ordeal without a stain, aud car- 

H™ard, hj- a MruA, eotitipteil tlie BiMity of tli« wontfii ; ludy Putlwcli 
cseopcrl !,> Gneinsey, ami thrnca to FcHior, aad thn hu;h rumnilisiun 
nun SDOdeiDnrd ih il<.b..it V eiow oonBaroKat lill h« slionid produce lbs 
fn^tiiB, TbiK mmiilii l:>ur hx iriia lilK»t<'d «> hla koud uf °000(.. nem 
mow to admit hei iniohii nteaeuee, amLof laOOi. on his own jii^urilv. and 

•tchbishop, aod 3X11, from Mariin lod Liunbe.lhB jiidmi otihecoarL 
SutlieStnfli.rdIMpen,i.31IO.U3.Ue.13i.4U. Lonl*' 1M[u;(, 113, 
U7- lMad'>Tii)ulil4u,U& 
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ried with him from ofBce the respect of the very men 
who suppressed both the order to which he belonged in 
the church, and the partj with which he was conneLted 
in the state". 

One of the great diacoiones made hv the commis- 
sioner* of the treasury regarded the rojal forests -aid 
chases. These, which were known to ha\e been of 
enormous extent in the time of the Norman kings, had 
in the lapse of Eve centuries been consilerably reduced , 
nor was it an easy matter lo ascertain whether the lands 
and rights now claimed hv different individuals were 
originally derived from unauthorized encroachments, or 
from llie grants of the sovereign. The (oinmission took 1^35, 
advantage of the uncertainty, and the eail of Holland"^ 
accepted the office of chief justice in ej re south of the 
Trent. With the aid of several judges as assistants, he 
held his court successively in the different counties ; 
inquiries were made into the ori|!inal boumlaiies of the 
forests ; and the landholdefs were summoned to pro\e 
their titles, or otherwise to answer for their encroach- 
ments, liie most alarmina reports jireiailed, and it 
was believed that the greiter portion of eiery shire in 
England, with the exception of Kent Snri'ey, and 
Sussex, \fould be ilaimed as helonfing to the king. 
Holland's progress was stopped by the troubles which 
followed, but he had pie\ii'Ubly brought immense sums 
into the treasury by the fines whioh be levied, or the 
compositions which be eittorted from the numerous 
individuals, who were adjudfred to haie trespassed on 
the lands or eights of the crown t 

This, though an enormous abuse, affected individuals 
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only ; there was another Rrievance which soon extended 
itselfover the whole kingdom. Noy, afler hia defection 
from the country party, retained that morosity of dispo- 
sition, and that apparent independence of character, by 
which he had always been distinguished. But he was 
easily led by flattery, and the praises given to his learn 
ing and ingenuity by the ministers stimulated hiiB to 
the discovery of a new and most productive source of 
income. He had found among the records in the 
Tower, not only writs corapeliing the ports, on certain 
occasions, to provide ships ibr the use of the king, bul 
others, obliging their neiglibonrs of the raaritimt 
counties to contribute to the expense. Hence he de- 
vised a plan, by which a powerful fleet might be pro- 
cured without any additional charge to the revenue, ' 
was a time when the right of the English crown tc 
dominion of the narrow seas was disputed * ; the I 
lish fisheries were annually invaded by the Dutch 
French mariners ; unlawful captures were made by 
cruisers of the different powers at war with each other, 
and the Turkish corsairs, in occasional descents, carried 
off slaves from the coast of Jrelandt. To repel such 
aggressions served as a pretext ; but there was another 
and secret object, for the accomplishment of which 
Chailes required a numerous fleet. He was engaged in 
anew treaty with the king of Spain, who offered to pro- 
cure the reslora.iion of the Palatinate, on condition that 
Charles would previously aid him by sea, against the 
United Provinces, until they should consent to a rea- 
i634.sonable peacej. With this view writs were issued to 
^^- London, and the different ports, ordering them to sup- 
ply a certain number of ships of a specified tonnage. 
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suffidontlf armed and manned, to rendezvous at Potts- 
moiitb OQ the first of March of the following year, and 
to serve during sis months, under an admiral to he 
appointed by the kin;r *. Noy, indeed, died before the Aug. 
write were issued ; hut the experiment succeeded ; tiie ^• 
imprisonment of tliose, who refused to pay their shai'e of 
the expense, enforced obedience ; and the council re- 
solved to extend the measure from the maritime towns 
lo the whole kingdom. Wrifs were directed to the 
sheritl^, informing h th t bis unty was assessed at 
a certain number f 1 p to« d the lieet for the en- 
suing year; that th h stimated at a certain 
sum, and ihat be q d t 1 vy that sum on the 
inhabitants, in tl m s the subsidies had 
been usually rais d By h co t ivance, the king ob- 
tained a yearly pplj f 13 500?. ; and it should bo 
observed, that he carefully devoted it to the purpose for 
which Jt was demanded -■ a fleet of more than sixty sail 
annually swept the narrow seas, and the admirals, Brst 
the earl of Lindsey, afterwards the earl of Northumber- 
land, received orders to sink every foreign ship which- 
refused to salute the English flag*. 

He was, however, aware Ihat though he obtained the 
money, his rigiit to levy it was denied by many — was 
questioned by most of his subjects. On this ai-count, 
it became of importance to have the legality of the tax 
established by the decisions of the courts of law. Sir 
Robert Heath, the lord chief justice of the king's bench, 
was removed, and in his place was substituted sir John 
Finrh. late speaker of the house of commons, a judge of 
inferior learning, but more courtly principles. Finch 
canvassed his brethren for votes: he visited each in 
private, an:l through his solicitations he oblaini'd an 
unanimous resolution, that " as, where llie benefit ro- 
" doundcd to the ports and maritime parts, the charga 
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1635.'' wM, according to tho precedent of former times, la«- 

Kov. ■' fully lairl upon lliem ; so, by parity of reason, whera 

" the good and safety of the kingdom in general is con- 

" ceined, the chaise ought to be borne by the whole 

" realm *." This, however, was satisfactory, only i[i aa 

1638. much as it laid a foundation for future proceedings. In 

FkIi. three months, two other questions were proposed to the 

'-■ judges : " 1°. whether in cases of danger to the good and 

" safety of the kingdom in general, the king could not 

*' impose ship money for its defence and safeguard, and 

" by law compel payment *'om those who refused : i°. 

" whether he were not tlie sole judfje both of the dan- 

" ger and when and how it was to be prevented." They 

assembled in the hall of Serjeants' inn; ten decided in 

favour of the prerogative; and Crook and Hutton, 

though they dissented from their brethren, subscribed 

theL' names on the principle that the judgment of the 

majority was that of the whole body t. 

By niost of the judges it was supposed that this 

opinion had been required for the private satisfaction of 

the royal conscience. To their astonishment the lord 

keeper read it to the public ia the star-chamber : it was 

14. ordered to be enrolled in all the courts at Westminster; 
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" army, and the same leason which authorizes hira to 
"levy an army to retist, will authorize him to ciiry 
"that arm^ abroad, that he may prevent, invTsion 
"Moreovei, what is law m England, is law also in 
" Scotland and Iiehnd This decis on of the judges 
" will therefoie make the king absolute at home and 
" formidable abroad Let him only abstain from war a few 
" years, that he may habituate his subjects to the payment 
r H0R*U'i9t.Trl, ili. 13M. tKiufa, U. 393—3^ BibU. Regln, 2M— 2M. 
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" of this tas, and in the end be will find himself more 
"powerfni and respected than any of his predeteseors*," 
But there still existed a man who rentured to dispute the 
pretended right of the crown. Thiswastlie celebrated John 
Hampdeo.a gentleman ofBuckinghamshire; one BO quiet, 80 
courteous, so submiasive, that he seemed the last individual 
in the kingdom to oppose the opinion ofthe judges. -But 
under the appearance of humihty and diffidence he veiled a 
correct judgment, an invinoibie spirit, and the most consum- 
mate addrosj. In 1 026 he had suffered imprisonment for his 
refusal to pay his assessment towards the forced loan : a re- 
fusal which he justified by the danger of drawing upon him- 
self the curse pronounced against the violators of Magna 
Charta : now, in similar manner, he ventured to meet his 
sovereign in a court of law, merely, as he protended, to oh- 
taia a solemn judgment on a very doubtful question, though 
it was plainly his real object to awaken the people from their 
apathy, hy the public discussion of a subject which so nearly 
concerned their rights and liberties. The sum dcmajided jgg^ 
amounted to twenty shillings. Hauipden demurred to the May 
proceedings in the court of Exchequer, and the question was 22. 
solemnly argued before the twelve judges during twelve 
days. In favoar of the crown were adduced, 1". the practice 
of the Anglo-Saxon kings, and the annual tas of danegolt jjjrv, 
towards the support of the navy ; 2". a multitude of prece- a, 
dents, proving that former monarchs had pressed ships into 
their service, and compelled the maritime counties to equip 
tliemiS". the reasonableness of the claim ;farunlessthekin); 
possessed, in cases of danger, the right of calluig on his sub- 
jects for aid, the country might receive incalculable injury 
before a parliament could be assembled. On the other part 
it was contended that no argument could be founded on the 
imperfect hints in our ancient writers, respecting the dane- 
gelt, or the naval armaments of the Anglo-Saxon kings : 2°. 
that outof the multitude of precedents adduced, not one bom 
any resemblance to the present writs, which first ordered tlia 
inhabitants of the inland counties to fit out ships, and then 
to pay money in lieu of those ships ; 3°. that no urgent ne- 

* BtroSorA FaperA, ii. 61, S2- 
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oe«itj could ho pleaded ; for the writs had been imued six 
months before thesliips were wanted, and consequentlj there 
■ was sufficient time in the inlerTiil toasaemUle and conanlt the 
parliament; 4°. that these writswere-inqiposition both to 
tlie statutea and the petition of right, which provided that no 
tni should he levied on the Hiihject without the consent of 
parliament ; nor whs it a valid oVgeetiou Ihut tlie king could 
still levyanwd on the knighthood of Lis son and the marriage 
ofhis eldest daughter; for theBeenseswcreeipreHBly excepted 
in Magna Charta, and virtuallj in the succeeding statutes. 
The judges delivered their opinions during the three nest 
terms, four in each term. Seven pronounced in favour of the 
prerogative, and five in favour of Hampden ; but of these 
two onlj, Huttonand Crook, denied the right claimed by the 
crown ; the others, while they A^knowledged its existence, 
avdled themselves of some technical infurmality, to decide 
1638. ^"'ist its esereise in the present instance •. — The tcrmi- 
June nationof this great triiil, which had so long kept thenation in 
12. stapense, was hailed aaan important victory by the court ; but 
it proved a victory which by its consequences, led aftenrards 
to the downfall of the monarchy. The reasoning in tiivour 
of the prerogative was universally judged weak and incon- 
eloMve ; and men who had paid cheerfully while they con- 
cdved the claim might be good in law parted with theb 
money reluctantly after they had persuaded themselves that 
it iv«a lllegdJ. The authority of the judges had little influ- 
ence on the public opinion : the merit of their determina- 
tion rested on their arguments, and the weakness of theee 
induced men to believe that they had pronounced accord- 
ing to the dictates of interest rather than of conscience f . 
_ But Charles was not satisfied with sowing the seeds of 
disaffection in England ; the sama artritrary away, the same 
disregard of the royal word, the same violatiim of private 
rights, marked his government of the people of Ireland. 
Fearing that the expedition agwnst Cadiz might provoke tlie 
Spaniards to make a descent on the island, he had Ordered 
the Irish army to he increased to the number of 5,000 foot 
and 600 horse. To rmse the men presented no difficulty, but 
- Suah. 48C1-«M. Howell'i BL TiL liL 83S— 1261. t CliLreadOD, L ««. 
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to provide for tlieir sapport was a problem wliich lord Fdlk- 
land, iho depotj, knew not how to sftlve. He called together 
the principal proprietors ; thoy consented to offi;r to the king 
a large sum of money in return for certain conoesaions ; and 
their delegates proceeded to London to arrange with the Eng- 
lish council the particulars of the contract. Areportwasim- 
niodiately spread that thoy had been instructed to solicit cer- 
tain indulgences in favour of the catholic recusants, who 
formed two-thirds of the njeetiog. Tho very sound of the 
word "indulgence" alarmed the zeal of Ussher, archbishop 
of Armagh, who called to him eleven other prelates ; and the 
declaration of the synod was solemnly promulgated before 
the chief governor, in Christ church, Dublin, by Downb^n, 
bishop of Derry ; 1°. that to permit the free exercise of the 
catholic worship would b* a grievous sin, because it would 
make the government a party not only to the superstition, 
idolatry, and heresy of that worship, but also to the perditioii 
of the seduced people, who would perish in the deluge of 
catholic apostacy ; 2°. that to grant such toleration for the 
sake of money to be contributed by the recusants was to set 
reli^on to sale, and with it tho souls of tho people whom 
Christ had redeemed with his blood*. Tliis doctrine \yaB 
undoubtedly in unison with the intolerant maiims of the 
time : butCharles did not balanca between his orthodoxy and 
bis interest; he gladly accepted the offerof 120,000;., a larger 
snm than had ever been given to his predecessors, to be paid 
by equal instalments in the course of three years ; and in re- 1628, 
turo he granted, under his own hand, one and fifty graces f so May 
they were termed), by which, in addition to the removal of ^■ 
many minor grievances, it was provided that the recusants 
should be allowed to practise in the courts oflaw, and to sue 
the livery of their lands out of the court of wards, on taking 
an oath of civil allegiance in lieu of the oath of supremaxiy \ ; 

* Cyp. Anglic, 20e, 

f Jot Uie cmrt of irarili Irelaal ff ai iod^tsd to tlie kin^raTt at the IBM 
mooBreh, Janwal. In Ihc [ourteentli otliii reign he eitaUJalisd Lttlievst* 
hiB own Mthorily,— thM l«, not by »ul of pmrUMnont, but b j act ij( tho IrWi 
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that t1ie undertakers in the aeveral plantations shonld hare 
time allowed them to fulfil the conditions of their leases ; that 
the claims nf the cronii should be confined to the last rasty 
years; that the inhabitants of Counanght should be permitted 
to make a new enrolment of their estates; and that a parlia- 
ment should beholden to confirm these graces, and to estab- 
lish every man in the undisturbed possession of bis lauds*. 

The delegates returned to Ireiand with instTuetions to the 
lord deputy, who hastened to summon a parliament, before 
he had complied 'with the condiljons required by Poyning's 
statute. The writs were undoubtedly illegal,bat the error, 
whether it were intentional or nut, might have been reme- 
died by the issue of other writs, in a more legal form. Noth- 
ing, honecet, was done. The Irish, though surprised, waited 
with patient reliwice on the honour of their sovereign ; nor 
did the suspicion enter into their minds that he meant to 
receive their money, and yet refuse to redeem his pledge. 

But the lord Falkland was not the man to carry into 
esecution the diebonest pojeets of the English council. 
He was recalled, to make phtce for the viscount Went- 

HQ acre tri Tnljind vhlch v»i not » boldf^ — ttereublij^ to aw cmt th« Uvprf 

Hvery to any i>ne vlin hpA not previouAly lak«n Lbe OAtit ofaDpremi^ enusted 
in tbe flm of Sliiiibetli, sod alBoHnestbofHljjiintJoaof aaTcndHOclnot 
tbe CBtholli] ctbhL Thn; he had no sltcmstlTB hnt to tonnnar Ui TCDgkiii 
or IbrMt liig propatj. I', howiTer, the hdr irere a nhw. It wH wiDTed 

tee, bf a clanae Idiened in Ills pnCenl, Id loilDlaUi Bud edmuKlill mid in 
Ibe I^irtiak rrliriim Hnd hsMtii In Crtnltr College, DBUIn.— Note by Mr. 
Burdlmu Id O'FlAberty'i VeU ConnsngM, p. 430. It iipli^ that, iflline 
reitnloUoiB bad been etrloil)' oarrlEd tano amaiaoii, erery landboUer In In- 
land, irbetber ha wi _....-. .... 
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worth, who, without resigning his office of lord president 
of the north, accepted that of chief governor of Ireland- 183*- 
Wentworth brought with him to the seiTice of his sov2- •'''"■ 
reign that austeriij of disposition and that obstinacy of 
purpose, which had formerly earne'l for him the hostility 
of the king and of his favourite. He had once been the 
zealous champion of tlie rights of the people : he now 
knewno rights but those of the crown. Ireland, he main- 
tained, was a conquered country ; whatever the inhabit- 
ants possesses), they derived from the indulgence of the 
conqueror ; and the imprudent grants of preceding kings 
might be resumed or modi&ed by the reigning monarch. 
With these principles he proceeded to Dublin, assured of 
the protection of Charles, and strengthened by the in- 
fluence of liis friend, arclibishop Laud. Hisveryarrival 
formed a new era in the government of the island. He 1633, 
ordered the ceremonial of the British court to be ob- Jo'y- 
served within the castle; a guard, an institution un- 
known under former deputies, was estalilished ; and the 
proudest of the Irish lords were taught to feel the 
immense distance which separated them from the re- 
presentative of their sovereign *. 

Wentworth had engaged to raise fbr the king a per- 
manent revenue, which should free him fronj all de- 
penilence on the bounty of the people. Bnt this, he 
obser\'cd, must be the work of time ; and in the inter\'al. 
after he had first cajoled the catholics, and terrified the 
proteslants into a coutijiuation of the voluntary aisess- 
ment '^ he ventured to summon a parliament. Cliarles 
expressed his alarm ; but the deputy had taken the 
most effectual measures to ensure success. With the 1634, 
writs he issued a hundred letters of recommendation in May 
favour of particular candidates; and procured a royal 
order to the absent peers to forward blank proxies to the 
council, that they mii^ht be filled up with such names as 
he should direct. Their numbur was con sidei .it's. 

• Blrtfliird Pupeni. L M. lli. IM- * IbW. L 71. 1*. 76. 134. 
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They were for the moat part natives of England or Scot- 
land, ^vho had no ot)ier connexion with li-eland thun ths 
titles, which they had solicited or purcliased rrom Charles 
or his father *. 

When the parliament was opened, the lord deputy 
announced his intention of holding two sessions, one for 
the heneflt of the king, the other for that of the people. 
July In the first ho obtained six subsidies of larger amount 
'''' than had ever been granted before ; but the communa 
voted them cheeifully, uiider the persuasion that in the 
next session they should obtain the conflrmalion of the 
graces +. They were grievously disappointed. In that 
session he informed iheni, that of these favours so long 
promised, and ao anxiously expected, some were lie to be 
passed into laws, and some would be carried into execu- 
tion by the order of government; but that the othera 
boje so hard on the royal claims, that the king could not 
in justice, or honour, or conscience, suffer them to be 
established. From that motnent harmony was succeeded 
by dissension. Wentwortli, with the <i0l of promises and 
threats, obtained a majority of sixteen voices ; the oppo- 
sition was compelled to yield, and though several laws of 
great utility were passed, the moat important of the 
concessions which had been promised, as part of the con- 
Dec, tract in 1628, were peremptorily refused*. 
18. From the oonvoeation Wentwocth obtained eight sub- 

• Ibid, ise, IB7. 94e. !59. ChacW nrilet In Ihe deputy. " U will doI ba 
"wnriu Afrmy *frTi».thauBli tbeir obatiiiary Duifce voa ijrfliiklheiDt for 
*' t fear tliml they liavu iroiufi grouml (a demand mun thia it is Ql fur mo Uj 
■■give." p. 833. 

? Id fbniier Ham. a »b>ld; <n Inlnod meant ■ dsecnaial Mi or a 
■ack onnHy pUHigh.laiid wbicti had been mniiund.— acimdilioii which 

lUa Mbgiily wiiohBiUEeiiiiilalbe iHiyment of liiiir ihilUnga In tbe prninil 
on land, and of No •hflllnii aud sigbt-peim on gnodt nfier the manniT oF 
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t Strifibid paprn, 380 3li. 330, 414. The BTllltei employed to tika 



o.led by Google 



A.D.-1634.J CONVOCATION. 339 

aidiea of 3000/. each. But this ample grant couW 
not save the Irish clergy from the mortification w'.iich 
liaii been prepared for Ihera by arolibishup Laud, who 
deemi'd it an object of tiie first impnrlance to unile tlio 
Protestant churches of Englaiwl, Scotland, and Ireland, 
in the professloa of the same doctrine and the observ- 
ance of the same discipline, Tiie Irish prelates de- 
murred. Theirs, they contended, was a distinct and in- 
dependent oliurch ; they owed no obedience to the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury; they were satislied of the truth 
of the Irish artities, erroneous aa they might appear to 
tile enemies of Calvin, and the admirers of Arminius. 
The deputy sought at flrst to sooth their feelings. Ho 
assured them that no claim of superiority was set up by 
the English metropohtan; he was willing that the 
Irish articles, the idols of their adoratiun, should be 
suffered to die away without censure or notice ; he even 
granted them permission to compose a new code of 
ecclesiastical discipline. But at the same time he re- 
quired that this code, how much soever it might dtfTet m 
form, should not depart in substance from that of the 
English church, and thut one of ita canons should in- 
clude an unlimiled admission of the thirty-nine articles. 
To his surprise he was informed that, m deflance of his 
command, the divines, intrusted ^tiih the compilation, 
had introduced a canon enjoining the admission of the 
Irish articles, under the penalty of escommunicition. 
He sent for the archbishop and the committee, touk the 
minutes into his own possession, reproached the (hair- 
man with having acted the part of Arminius, and fur- 
bade him to make any report of the proceedings to the 
convocation. He then imposed on Ussher the task of 
framing a canon authorizing the English articles: but 
the labour of the primate did not give satisfoction ; 
Wentworlh drew one himself and sent it to the house, Dec 
with orders that no debate should be permitted, and ih>t 1Q> 
the names at those who voted against it should be r»- 
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poitod to liim. One man only was found, who dared to 
dissent ; the rest submilled with feelings of indigniUion 
and sliame*. 

When tlie lord ilepuly reviewed the proceedings of tha 
cimvocaliou and the parliument, he hasteneil to express 
his satisraetion to his friend, the archhishop. He had 
assimilated the Irish to the English churuh ; he had 
l>cc. eluded the eonficmation of the gcuces; he had ob- 
16. tainod a supply, which would not only pay off the 
debts of the crown, but defray for some years the exlra- 
ordinary expenses of the government. " Now," he ex- 
claimed, " I can say that the king is as absolute here, as 
" any prince in the whole world can be, and may be 
" still, if it be not spoiled on that side +." His success 
stimulated him to carry into execution the other plans 
which he had formed for the imjirovement of Ireland. 
Of these the most important in his judgment ivas the 
extinction of the ancient worship, a work not to be pre- 
cipitated by violence, hut to be silently effected by the 
gradual operation of the law. Under the notion that 
the attachment of the lower orders to the calhulin failh 
sprung out of their aptitude to imitate the conduct of 
their chiefs, he had persuaded himself that, if the 
principal landholders could be induced to conform, the 
great mass of the people would spontaneously follow 
their example. With this view he restored to full ac- 
tivity the oppressive powers of the court of wards. The 
catholic heir, if he were a minor, was educated by order 
of the deputy in the protestant faith : if of age, he was 
refused the livery of his lands, till he had abjured )iis 
religion by taking the oath of supremacy. The aboli- 
tion of this grievance had been solemnly promised by 

•SlmSml Pnpraa,[, 39S. 3M.313. 38!. Wilkins.Coo.iv. 4M.5I6. 

"• tlwwi ilwy jtp uf ilif imliuo uf oil., Ihul Iha^ nmw trmiv ■ilJI^iS'"™ 
niiit if jTB nill have good nf them, put thriB orr haudiiiiiieliwIirD ilin 
" COBis of uf $tji, ill young om ■ ant ■» iiHxt ItHttbl*. JbU. tS 
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the contract of 1628, Charles had consented to confirm 
by act of parliament ihe titles of the existing posaes- 
soi's ; bat he was sedu(«d from the perforniance of his 
word by the promises held out tobim by the lord deputy, 
who had already arranged a most extensive plan of 
spoliation, and inlendeil to claim the whole province of 
Connauglit in right of the sovereign. He pretended 
that Henry HI. reserving only five canlreds to himself, 
had given ibe remainder to Richard de Burg<>, to be 
holden by him and his heirs of ihe crown ; that the 
rights of Richard had passed by marriage to the duke 
of York, the grandfather of Edward IV., and that they 
bad descended from that prince to his legitimate suc- 
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July cessor, the reigning monarch. In the county of Ros- 
.*, cominan a jury of fteeholdera, intimidated by h' m 
and presence, returned averdict in favo f tl 
the f-ame was the result in those of May SI CI 
and Limerick ; but the mtn of Galwaj f d t 
render the inheritance of their father tl y pleal d 
that the ^nt of Henry was confined t tl y It S 
and did nut affect the lands ; and they t d d th t 
the descent of Edward IV. from Richard de Bmgo could 
not be proved ; that one important link in the chain was 
wanting. They were all catholics, and Wentworlh had 
already expressed a hope that their obstinacy would 
afford him a pretext to mulct them more severely than 

Aug. the inbabilanta of the other counties. He was gratified ; 
the jury found for the freeholders ; and he immediately 
fined the sheriff lOOli;. for returning such an inquest, 
and sent the members before the Castle-cliamber in 
Dublin, wliere they were severally fined 400Ui.. and con- 
signed to prison during his pleasure. Wentworlh now 
issued a pronlamation offering the royal favour to all 
who would voluntarily surrender their lands, and threat- 
ening actions in the court of exchequer against the 
refractory. Instead of submitting they appealed to the 
equity of the king, first contending that the evidence 
given on the trial was in their favour, (hen proposing 
that the question should be submitted to the decision of 
the English judges, and lastly, offering to pay a fine of 
SOOO/. for the confirmation of the composition, which 
their fathers had made with the crown in the reign of 
Elizabeth. But Charles acted by the directions of the 
deputy. The delegates were arrested by bis orders, and 
sent prisoners to Dublin ; and the freeholders, deprived 
of all hopes of obtaining justice, successively made their 
submission. According to the original plan, it had been 
intended to return throe -fourth 9 of the lands to ihe 
possessors, and to reserve ihe remaining fourth, no less 
than 120,000 acres, for the crown, to be planted with 
Englishmen, on conditions which would bringaconsider- 
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able yearly revenue into the exchequer : it was now pro- 
posed that the men of Galway should forfeit a larger 
portion, a full half, in puriishraenl of their obslinacy. 
Wentworlh, in tlie prosecution of his desi;;n, had ordeied 
the necHssary admeasuremenla lu be miide ; but he was 
preveiilpil fioin pioceediaa by tlie events which soon 
afterwaids deprned him of life Enough, ho\ve\ei, had 
been done to awaken a Reneial feelins of discontent, 
and to alienate the affections of the nalues tioui a go- 
vernment which treated ihem with so much deceit and 
oppression * 

The. personal enmities of the lord depulj formed an 
additional cause of complaint. He was of a temper 
jealcins, haughty, and impatient of contradiction The 
slightest resistance to his niil, the semlilance of con- 
tCEiipt of his authority, was sufficient to kindle h.s re- 
sentment; and from that moment the uiifoitunate of- 
fender was marked out for luin He adopted the snme 
motto wilh archbibhop Laud . the word " thorough" was 
echoed back fiom one to the other m Iheir pin die cor- 
respondence; and the subject of their mutual exhorta- 
tions was the rejection of half measures, ond the neces- 
sity of enforcing obedience by the tenor of punishment. 
Ill conibrmiiy with these maxims Wentworth spared no 
man whom he thouglit hostile to his views ; and his re- 
sentment fell with peculiar severity on almost every 
individual whom he found in the possession of office al 
his arrival. It must be admitted that tliey were not 
immaculate characters; inagovemment like that of Ire- 
land, where fortunes were continually made at the ex- 
pense of tlie crown or of the people, few public men 
could bear a close investigation into their conduct ■!■; but 
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their wal offence consisted not in their previous pecula- 
tions, it was tlieir want of zeal to noncur witli tbe deputy, 
their unguarded disapprobation of his measures, which 
entitled them to his enmity. 

It happened one diy that Annesley, a lieutenant in 
the army, who had once been caned by Wentworth in a 
paroxysm of passion, placed a stool on the footuf ibe lord 
deputy when be was suffering from the gout. The cir- 
cumstance was rasually mentioned at the table of the lord 
chancellor, and lord Mountnorris, the vice-treasurer, ex- 
claimed, " Annesley has a brother who would not have 
" taken such a revt-nge." These words were reported 
to Wentworth, who was dissatisfied, and perhaps justly, 
with the conduft of Mountnorris in bis office. He dis- 
sembled for a lime, but six months hiter ihe vice-trea- 
surer (ho bore a captain's commission) was summuned 
Drtj. before a court- mii'tial, on a cliarge of mutiny founded 
*^* on this very espresaion. The dopuly appeared both as 
prosecuior and president ; and. though he took no part 
in the deliberation of the court, pronounced the judg- 
ment, ihiit the prisoner had been iiniXiy of a breacli of 
the thirieenth article of war, and should therefore suffer 
deaih. He did not, however, cany it into execution. 
He had sufficiently humbled Mountnorris; and, now 
that his pride had been gratified, he joined with tlie 
court in recommending him to the king as a fit object of 

Men had long complained of Wentworth's despotism : 

this last act of oppression seemed to unite every voice 

against him. Though Charles assured him of his pio- 

tection, he deemed it expedient to answer his accusers 

1G36. in person; and having obtained permission to visit his 

•l"'y estates in Yorkshire, improved the opportunity to pvo- 

^"^ nounce before the king and council an elaborate, aiid, lU 

many respects, a plausible, defence of his adininiiitralioit. 

He bad bettered, he observed, the condition of the clergy, 

• StndTard Fapen, i. Sii. US, 497—501. GOS. 609. ill. Sit. Iil9. u-ueQ. 
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had disciplined the army, had improved the revenue, 
had purified the courts of justice, had cleared the seaa 
of the pirates, and hail encouraged llie giMwlh of Hax 
and the manufacture of linens*. Tnsinualions had, in- 
deed, been thrown out, as if he had treated with undue 
severity the most faiihful officers of the crown. But it 
should be recollected that Ireland was not, as EnglnnJ, 
a country where men had been taught by habit obedience 
to the laws. There the authority of the king had been 
perpetually controlled by the influence of his servants. 
To re-establish order it was necessary to make the 
highest subjects feel that they were amenable to the 
law ; and to t«ach all, hy the punidiment of a few, that 
under a wise and rijjhteous monarch, no rank, no wealth, 
no connexions, could screen the !;"i'ty from the retribu- 
tion due to their tiansgressions, Charles applauded the 
vigour of hiB deputy; and Wen I worth relumed in tri- 
umph to IreUnii -t-. If we consider him merely as a ser- 
vant, Milh no other duty to perform than to seek the 
immedialepiofit of his master, he was certainly deserving 
of the praise and gratitude of the king ; hut ho bad 
broken the royal word to the natives, had harassed them 
by lines, compositions, and plantations, and had incurred 
the hatred of all ranks of people, whatever was their 
origin or whatever their religion. 

Much, however, as the people of Ireland and England 
were a<;gtieved, tliey betrayed no disposition to op|>ose 
open force to the unjust pretensions of their sovereign : 
it was in Scotland tliat the flame was first kindled, which 
gradually spread, till it involved the three ting<lums in 
I eon Ha "ration. When Charles returned 



from his visit to his native country in 1633, he brought 
back with him strong feelings of resentment against the 

• lU hail ti>ent lOOOf. in iho purcli.ise of (liinpeil, anl Vinil ptocoKd 

tliB EiiiiUih. butBlxiulil be ubllgud to clepcua oa Ikem Kit cIMUpb- U» 
t CluaiiilDa Fupetb It tG-SL 
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lords who had ventured to oppose his favourite measBres 
in parliament. Among these one of the most disrin- 
guished fur liis patriotism or obstinacy vas the \ovA Bal- 
Tneri[io, wbo was soon made to learn that the pleasure of 
the sovereign could not be resisted with impunity. 
During the parliament a petition in favour of the dissi- 
dents bad been prepared, though on consideration it was 
]634.deemed prudent not to present it. It was drawn in lan- 
guage which must have pmved ungrateful to tlie royal 
ear, and abounded in offensive insinuations, which it is 
acknowledged were incapable of proof. Some copies of 
this instrument crept afterwards into circulation, and 
one of them was traced to Balmerino, who had in con- 
fidence and under a promise of secrecy communicated 
it to a. friend. He was committed to prison . Spotis- 
wood. archbishop of St. Andrew's, hastened to London, 
Oct. and it was resolved to prosecute the ohaoxious nobleman 
1 J- on two statutes passed in the late reign, by one of which 
to utter slander against the king's person, estate, or go- 
vernment, by the other not to apprehend or reveal the 
known author of such slander, were made crimes punish- 
Dec. abk' with death. Tbe exceptions taken against the 
SU- dittay or indictment were repelled by the court ; and 
the fact of Balmermo's guUt as to the concealment of 
the author was aliirmed by a majority of eight jurors 
1635. against seven. But judgment of death was not pro- 
Mar, naunced: the people assembled in crowds ; and plans 
^"^ were arranged to massacre both the jurors who had 
given tlie verdict, and the judges who had presided at 
the trial. Traquaire, the lord treasurer, hastened to 
procure a respite. The dissatisfaction of the people, the 
novelty of the prosecution, and the cruelty of inflicting 
capital punishment where opinion was so divided as to 
the guilt or innocence of the prisoner, were repeatedly 
GUf^sted to the royal consideration : and Charles, after 
It delay of some months, ungraciously and reluctantly 
signed a pardon. That resentment had some share in 
this most odious prosecution cannot be doubted : but the 
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king foiled in his principal object : he soughl to intimi- 
date, 10 lame the stubborn spirit ofliis countrymen, and 
to bend llieir necks lo that joke whiuh was alreadj pre- 
pared lor them by archbishop Laud ;ind a junto of Scot- 
tish prelates. But the danger of Balmerino produced an 
opposite effect. The people could aot be persuaded that 
he had been guilty of any other offence than bis previous 
advocacy of tlieir rights and religion : warned by his ex- 
ample, tiiey resolved to stand by each other ; they 
walched with jealousy every proceeding of the court ; 
and were ready,' on the first provocation, to unite hb 
one man, in the defence of their liberties and of theit 
kirk". 

Tile kings father in 1616 had extorted from the 
general assembly an act authorizing the composition of 
a. book of common -prayer, and a code of ecclesiastical 
law ; two concessions most hateful to the feelings of 
orthodox Scotsmen, because the one tended to abolish 
the use of extemporary prayer, the other to subject the 
conduct of ministers to the conlrol of the bishops. A 
liturgy, however, was compiled; it received several 
corrections from tlie pen of the royal divine, and was 
sent back to Scotland fur the further consideration of tbe 
prelates. But the disrepute in wliich the assembly of 
3til6 was held, and the resistance which had been made 
to the five articles of Pertli, damped the aeal both of 
the king and of the bishops ; and tlie project seemed to 
have died away, when it was aflcrnards revived in 1629 
by the piety or policy of Chariest. Laud, indeed, la- 



• Bowfll'i BlBteTita1i.lil.fi11— 7ia. Bslfonr. ii. al6-£S0. Dumel'a 
Owi.TiiBM.LlIS. L.iur.TniiiblM.91. The iiul1w-g.^n™l " ftwml -od 
- ileclHnd ibX ttaliwriiici hud liHiin«l tlie mln uf ikith wotalnfd in ih* 
-airUofpMHHBiTil.* (SliitBTl»:B,7lil,)"Wil».™i™eei.nBioiiaeiiw 
'■BiiiHthimnurisliiiBd, »rc ainiinit thi bi^bIl|l■'■ will (qiilio nyeJ 
•lytn aMmpciuuui iW Ihemtl »nlll Iili majolia ■liuulil be a*i«. 
-i1b«.I" U»1F.IL819. .. , ^ ^ 

t TluKilli ilio wcennnteri itiiibule tills "nn'otian" la Lund, ha 
•olBiDOlv UHlnrei tmliB ilisio.y i-rbia TfnUles, ll.ul ht rec-'iteil 1)18 llnl 
BiniciaiitbDiiitbaUDg^uciDghlt nckiiisHiD I6<9. Laud'* Tnnlbb^ 
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bonred strenuously to estalilish at onct: the English 
litumy ; but his reasoning and Infl nones were compelled 
to yield 1u the obaiinucy of the Scotlish biKhopa, who 
deemed it a disgi'ace to their country to on'e either the 
service, or the discipline of their church, to their English 
neighbours. To fiiur of the prelates, wliose principles or 
■uhserviency had lately rsiised them to the episcopal 
dignity, the king assigned the task of compiling the 
code 3f ecclesiastical law, and the form of public wm-ghip, 
but with instructions that the first should (uiDibine a 
selection from the acts of the Scolltsh assemblies, to- 
gether with the more ancient canons, and that the 
second should carefully preserve the substance, though 
it might recede in a tewunimportant particulars from the 
English liturgy. Each, as soon as it was completed, 
was submitted to the revision of the prelates of Canter- 
bury, London, and Norwich ; several collections and 
improveinenis were suggested and admitted; and the 
amended copies received the rojal approbation. Charles 
ordered both to be published and observed: but the 
canons made their appearance nearly a year before the 

;6. It was certainly a bold and chivalrous attempt, Charles 
had no right to impose on the nation, a new form of 
worship, or new rules of conduct abhocrent from its 
religious habits and persuasion. He was not by law the 
head of the Scottish church: he had not obtained the 
sanction of the assembly or of the parliament ; nor could 
he expect that the c\ergy would resign, at the mere plea- 
sure of the sovereign, their legislative power, or the use 
of extemporary pjiayer+. They cherished these privi- 

• BlbliDfhro Rci.'l'', lK-138. Tlie ronrlh onon or chiiilnTllL pro. 
Tidnlliat-^inart-Rirnlitliill in <)uclriu» DT cUMiplip. can be mn'le fin- 
" f<« » uncc. it •linll lie Inn Tal tn> llie kitk nl any Itme la in.iki' niDDD- 
" nc»ii«9tii hii majcilv," tee. Tlie ijeiiilih bltliopi dcamml Ihis eii^na 
etKICtlaipciilaDw.nlicl bcgi.'^l It Dll||bl uol Ih Bilumi. Laud npimtril 

tlalrrinpls, ti. 13. tiiul'sTruublM, lOl" 
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leges as belonging to tliem of divine right; they boasted 
tbat Uiey were not fettered and sbackled with fjrms and 
rubrics ; they claimed tbo rigbt of introducing all sub' 
jecl9 of local or national interest into Iheir adilcfsses lo 
heaven, and of 'kindling the passions of their hearers by 
the solemnity of their appeals to the knowledge and 
justice of the Almighty. The publication of the liook of 
eaaotis bad put tbem on tbeir guard ; and the moment Ccl; 
the liturgy was announced, woes and curses were 18. 
showered from every pulpit on the heads of the men, 
who sought " to gag the spirit of God, and to depose 
" Christ from his throne, by betraying to the civil 
" magistrate the authority of the kitk." These denun- 
ciations created a spirit of the wildest fanaticism : but 
while resistance was tlireatened and prepared, the leaders, 
with a degree of caution which seldom accompanies 
religious enthusiasm, contrived to eschew danger to 
tliemselves by transferring the pious task •' to the chris- 
" tian volyancie of the go<iiy women." 

On the appoinfed day the bishop and dean of Edin- 1637 
burgh, accompanied by the lords of the council, the^'^)' 
judges, and the magistrates, proceeded to the high 
church, whreh had been selected for the cathe<lral *. It 
was already crowded, and chiefly with females. From 
the moment the dean commenced the service, nothing 
was to be heard but groans, hisses, and imprecations. 
The women of all ranks began to exclaim that " the 
" mass was entered, that Baal was in the church :" they 
ui)braiiJed the minister with the most injurious names 
and epithela ; he was " a thief, a devil's gett, and of a 
" witche's breeding :" Janet Geddies threw the stool, on 
which she had been sitting, at his head and other stools 
with a shower of clasp-bibles followedt. The dean, 

•Tlintpirt Bhkh hu wdsb l»en tutneiUplsapolice-officF: llieeut 

t " Ane godly wumno n-hen tche hani » iwioii mnn brfiind iu«D<liB| 
"Rirlli aavn In iliiit ii«v ci>mpowil cunae'lle, •uIn} quLcklitf tiinird hi.r 
" ■bont. ami littei Hlivliod «iiriiieil liolh hit LliHka n itk Uii; Hfiichl otlitt 
"hudiiKlie Uiui riut iguliut liiiB tbetliundcitndt ofbnml- 'FaU* 
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alarmed at tlie danger, I'esigiied the post of honour 
to his superior in dignily and eourase, the bishop : but 
no souner had that preUte opened his muuth, than his 
voice was drowned amidst cries of " fos, wolf, and 
" belly-god," (an allusion to his corpulency,) and in a 
few moments a stool, which, flung from a elrong arm, 
whizied close by his ear, admuniahod him to make % 
precipitate retieat. In this stage the mngisirates by 
their exertions succeeded in excluding the most riotous 
from the church : the doors were locked, and the service 
proceeded amidst repeated interruptions from showers of 
atones which demolished the windows, and from loud 
cries from the people without, of '■ a pape, a pape, anti- 
" Christ, stane him, pull him down." At the conclusion 
jhe prelate departed in haste to his lodjxing in the hi^h- 
Rreet, but was overtaken by a crowd of female saints ; 
and though he at first disengaged himself, and reached" 
the door, was again seized, dragged down the stair, 
thrown on the ground, and^ rolled in the mire*. In 
the afternoon precautions were taken, and the service 
was read with little interruption to a small and select 
auditory, from which all the " weitfea"' were excluded; 
hut the bishop, on his appearance in the street, found 
himself in greater danger than before ; and would have 
met with the fate of St. Stephen, had not the earl of 
Roxburgh snatched him from martyrdom, and afforded 
him an asylum in his carriage. Tlie women, however, 
followed, shouting and hurling stones, till ihe gates of 
Holy rood -ho use closed upon him, and disappointed the 
vengeance of his pursuerst. 

" ' Ihiar; uid Kbr, ■ ii lh#T« na uthn pnirt of Ihs chntehs to Unii ii»H h 
■MiullhoomnslaingitHtiny liiBge!*" ttilfijur, Siaiile Seld dny. 

■■ villi hiiutinainiwnilfrBiiilhiinBvjVhV hti'tWDllen 1iapiu'iM''!f!^i 
« brllvibot lie luui hilf a disieii m'likllilws li ii cFckoniuu " 

+ cimipiin>N»i»on.iG-8. Gnihrie. as. B.iiii,..a. aamdon, i.ioa 

or Ut. Ilnklix. ii. 



4Sa U«jii--«,.l.«ll,e«wi,enii.»lt.l.«..«„pu,-iDili.;l™,..u, .,« 
lioMn. In iIh ivniid ur tiliKanr. wHIiau Animn hud in n •mniik 
Hitikui SiToombly of " the buka.^ •• Al ll» oulioini rf Ilia ehuKli ulna' 
" lUiitj « tmj ot oat bDHsUiH women, la cms vein bcfiu* Uw Uahi^ 
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Such an outrage under a vigorous government would 
liave been met witli prompt and adequate punishment : 
-1)ut the ministers of tlio crown in Scotland wer^ slow to 
engage in a contest in which they felt no interest, and 
the issue of which seeraeJ more than lioulitful. They 
saw that the strongest pvejudiiie against episoopacy 
existed among their countrpnen'; that the restoratinn 
of tho ttnler was connected in the minds of the nobility 
with the probable loss of the church lands still in theic 
possession; luid that the introduction of eight prelates 
into the council, the appointment of one to be chancel- 
lor, and the power assigned to them of choosing the lords 
of the articles in the last parliament, had excited jea- 
lousies and apprehensions in Che hi);lier as well as in the 
lower classes*. Under such discouraging circumstances 
they shrunk from the contest, and left the execution W 
tlie royal will to ihe earl of Traqiiaire, the treasurer ; an 
unwelcome and invidious task, which drew on him the 
resentment of his countrymen, without securing to him 
the gratitude of his severely. The failure of every 
measure prescriljed by Charles induced the prelatic party 
to accuse him of treachery : his best justiQcatian will be 
found in the conduct of their opponents, wlio pursued 
■him with unrelenting hatre.l, as their most vigilant and 
most dangerous opponent. 

It will be easy to conceive the vexation of Charles 
when he became acquainted with the late proceedings 
in Edinburgh: but to recede was, in his estimation, to 

-Bnil pingiHlrmtfl. fell ■imiMnK.i">t»inS.»»!rltllK, mill cliiiDoursim Mr. 

2h" "i'lii'irim-wBi'itmiui.lMtnllllluin.iiul mme Inin.ltMo Dl rd- 

-|«^s,"^»"t™M?'Tlury W Wm «^. "llw rfl^irVnV, «irt"« 

-gc-nlriaatf-rmilorkUlilE.'' Kll<)lit>.8. 
* " 1 fiml ihi« Itii- prime reiton of the nobility's pioCBHiling!— rtsht of 

" ilshlof llwnuliililjr. 
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subject the royal authorily to the will of the multitude, 
and to prepare the way for similar outrages on the part 
^^^- ot the English puritans. At tlie rciiuest of four minis- 
tov« the ScMtiisli council had suspended the letters of 
iiotnin^' decreed against tiiem, till the pluasure of the kinjf 
Sept couid bo ascertained, A messenger arrived; the lorda 
*^' wei-e reproved for their backwardness, and the order foe the 
use of the new service hook was renewed. But by this 
time the number of the petitioners had niulliplied ; 
strangers of all ranks had crowded to Edinburgh to their 
support: solemn fasts had been observed to implore tlie 
protection of Heaven, and the must spirit-stirring appeals 
were made lo the people in favour of the kirk. A second 
suspension followed, and the supplications of the multi- 
tude were forwarded to the court. Charles returned a 
Octftimilar answer ; the public discontent increased ; and a 
^9. riot nearly conferred the crown of martyrdom on the 
lord treasurer and two of the prelates. The council, by 
the kind's order leaving the capital, repaired to the palace 
at Dalkeith, and soon afterwards assented to a proposal 
Nov. that (he petitioners should be recresented by a deputation 
15- permanently resident in Edinburgh. The object of the 
king's minister was to induce the crowds of strangers 
to nitUdrawto their homes: their opponents had a more 
important object in view. Tlie nobles, the gentry of the 
counties, the clergy of the presbyteries, and the "indnell- 
"ers"of the burghs, severally chose a "table" or board of 
Ibur representatives; and each of these hoards selected one 
from their number to form a committee of superintend- 
ence and government, with power to collect the opinions 
of the others, and to decide on all questions in the last 
resort. With these five boards in the capital corre- 
sponded others in tlie country ; their orders were received 
with respcci, and executed with promptitude; and in a 
few weelis the tables possessed and exercised an u:i(»n- 
trollcd authority throughout the grealerpart of ScoUand. 
The contrivers of this plan, and the leading members of 
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the committees, ware the earl of Rothes, Balmerino, 
Lindsay, Lothian, Loudon, Yester, and Cranston ". 

Ai the petitioners tip-ew in numbers, they advanced in 
their demands. They required the formiil revocation 
of Iho liturgy, oF the book of canons, and of the court of 
high coniniission. They accused the bishops as the 
authors of the troubles which agitated Scotland : they '''"'■ 
" declined" their authority ; they protested against 
every act of council, to which any of the prelates should 
be parties. At the expirationof seven weeks, Traquaire l(i38. 
was ordered lo publish a proclamation in Edinburgh Feb. 
and Stirling, declaring the tables unlawful, pardoning 
all who should peaceably return to their homes, and 
commanding all si rangers to depart under the penalty 
of treason. But the petitioners were previously ac- 
quainted with this order; they met in considerable 
numbers both in Stirling and Edinburgh ; and as soon 19. 
as the herald had performed hia office, read and affixed ^^ 
to the market-cross a counter protestation. This extra- 
ordinary procedure was held a sufficient ground to dis- 
obey the royal commandt. 

But the leadei'3 of the an ti -episcopal parly adopted 
anotlier and more efficient expedient. Under the 
auspices of Rothes. Balmerino, and Loudon, with the 
aid of Johnston of Warislon Iheadvocate, and of Hender- 
son the preacher, a form of covenant was devised with 
the view of unitins; the whole nation into one dissenting 
body. To blind the ignorant and the unwary it began 
with the recital of one of mere ancient dale, containing 
a general proression of faith, and n minute abjuration of 
the doctrines and practices attributed to the church of 
Rome ; to this was appended an enumeration of alt the 

>ItaWiE,1).lD. 1S.£3. ^ Knihworih, iL 3M. Hnidvicke Paimi, K. 
96.1ft'l. Bntiiel.MonioiTgatHainiliuDi.G3. NalKniie— IS. Iiisplniii 
thai Ih^ (rciawnwiiMf of taH obrtin.icy w™ pointed ant to lli^ hlnu hy 
trjaiuiiclliiiBiHnbiiriili. lli.fl. Pap, (1 M-lOO, Bnltonr.ii. -SS-ZJS. 

' Daillit^, IS. S3, i9. St. 4S— 44. Lnrn <l<.claniln>n. 48. Hnr'iMuke 
i;»yT'.M.Sl—m. Rialiworth, il. 406. NjIkpu. i, 20-27- Bdlbor,il, 
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aets of parliament which confirmed the tenets and 
disoipline of the kirk, and inBicted -punishment on its 
opponents ; and then folitiwed the vow, in which llie 
subscribers bound themselves, " by the great name of 
" llie Lord their God," to defend the true religion, lo 
resist all contrary errors and i^rrupiions, and to stand to 
the defence of the king, hia person and authority, in 
preservation of the religion, hherties, and laws of the 
kingdom, and to the defence of each other in the same 
cause, so that whatsoever should be done to the least of 
the subscribers on that account, " should be taken as 
" done to ail in general, and to every one in particular ;'' 
clauses which, by limiting tiie obedience of the subject, 
were construed to authorize rebellion, whenever the 
measures pursued by the sovereign should be repre- 
sented by the tabUs as contrary to the laws, or liberties, 
or religion of Scotiand. By orders fi'om the committees, 
ovei7 Scotsman who valued the pure faith and distipline 
of the kirk was summoned to the Ciipital to observe a 
solemn fast, as a preparation for the renewal of the cove- 
^ar. nant between Israel and God ; and on the appointed 
■ day zealots of each sex, and of every rank and profes- 
sion, from the highlands as well as the lowlands, 
crowded to the church of the Grey friars. The service 
began with a fervent prayer from Henderson the minis- 
ter, and an exciting speech from lord Loudon, ihc best 
of their orators : the congregalion rose ; and all with 
arms outstretched to heavfen swore to the contents of the 
covenant. They shouteil, wept, and embraced each 
other ; God was appeased ; their backsliding and 
apostacy were forgiven. From tbecapital the enthusiasm 
quickly diffused itself to the extremities of the kingdom ; 
where Rood will was wanting, intimidation was applied ; 
and the covenanters, in every county but that of Aber- 
deen, outnumbered their opponents in the proportion 
ofa hundred lo one". The royal authority, though 

• Balllic, 3S, niishwotth. ii. 751—779. Guthrie, 3*. 35. Hsntwinm 
I'aper^ ii. 103. 107. " If you kuvn wliut odd, uncautl). inuileDt, uul 
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Still acknowledged, was no longer obeyed ; and the 
government was in feet exercised by " the TaLles." 

James, on his accession to the English throne, had 
established a privy council of Scotsmen, charged eiiclu- 
siiely with the affairs of their native country. By the 
advice of (his council, after three months liad been spent 
in deliberation, Charles resolved, in opposition to the 
remonstrannes of his council in Scotland, to suppress the 
covenant by open force ; and in the interval, while he 
made preparations for the contest, to send the marquess of jj 
Hamilton, as his commissioner, to Scotland. Hamilton jfc 
was instructed to promise that " the practice of the liturgy 
" and the canons should never he pressed in any other 
" than a feir and legal way, and that the high com- 
" mission should be so rectilled as never to impugn the 
" laws, or to be a just grievance to loyal subjects ;" and 
that the king, instead of pnnishins,' those nho had 
lately taken an illegal covenant, would pardon the 
offence, on condition that they should immediately 
renounce it.anddeliver upthebond to the commissioner. J"™* 
He had invited the nobility to meet him at HnddinKton, ^' 
but not a single covenantpr appeared. Offended and 
mortified he continued his route to Dalkeith, where he 
received a visit from Rothes, and was induced by him to 
proceed to Edinburgh and reside at Holyrood house. 
in tlie mean lime a national fast had been proclaimed: 
crowds hastened from all parts to Edinburgh ; and on June 
the day appointed for his removal the road along which °' 
he had to pass, from Musselburgh to Leiih, and from 
Leith to the capital, was lined by a multitude of covc- 

■'lliliuwnjallhyirirtnilDuiMr. Miyari snilhiHiiiiicn nndlitn^-nluld 

" And yet you would hive lau^hT-d helli^r Ui hjive B*en the vnea in Edin- 

" buun ....wiaanYor UlemaB could not aulHCnbp hold ell 

-upUietr huDdi wheu the eoveaant wot tcod, ui loldistg do wkaji 

" Ihey piM « muiitt " Dulcjinplo. IL Sj. 
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nanters, perhaps fifty thousand men, carefully, arranged 
it) several diviaion8, among which the most conspicuous 
was that of the ulergy, amounting to live, some say seven 
huiidi'ed ministers. The pretence was to do him honour ; 
the o\]ject, to make before him a display of their union, 
and numbers, and power. 

The commissioner, whether, as some thought, he 
secretly favoured the cause of the covenanters, or. as is 
more probable, he despairud of subduing or mollifying 
their obstinacy, suspended the execution of his instruc- 
tions ; made two suc«;essive journeys to London to convey 
information and receive the commands of his sovereign ; 
2^ and on his second return published a proclamation 
" discharging" Ihe service-book, the booh of canons, and 
the liigli commission court, dispensing' with the five 
articles of the assembly of Perth, excusing tlie intrants 
into the ministry from the oath nf supremacy and of 
canonical obedience, commanding all persons to hty aside 
the new covenant, and to lake that which had been pub- 
lished by the king's father in 1589, and summimino' a 
freeassembly of the kirk against the month of November, 
and a parliament against that of May in the following; 
year*. 

These were concessions which, at an earlier period, 
would have been accepted with gratitude. But it was 
the misfortune of Charles not only to act with insin- 
cerity himself, hut to be stirrounded by counsellors 
equally insincere, who, while (hey sought to obtain his 
&vour by conforming their advice to his wishes, were 
careful at the some time to purchase the good opinion of 
his adversaries by perfidiously communicating to them 
his real intentions. The Scottish leaders received inform- 



f. 60.79- Balfoni, ii. S«4— 2B8. Ros1nrorU), iL 753. r5*.-;87. 
*■ apwari torn Ihs SlniHorJ Paiigri', ii. 181. 184—186. IBS, aiiS 
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ation that no reliance was to be placed on this apparent 
change of disposition in the monarch; that liis olijert 
■was lo hill them into a fatal secnrity, til) he had com- 
pleted his preparations for war ; and that in a few 
monlhs he would enforce whatever he had now mith-S^P*' 
drawn, at the head of a nuraerouH and well-appointed "* 
army. They determined to persist in iheir nnion ; and 
opposed to the royal proclamation a formal protest, 
showing by sixteen reasons that to assent to the demands 
of the kiiig would be to botray the cause of God, and to 
oci gainst the dictates of conscience *, 

It was expected that Charles would forbid the meet- 
ing of the assembly ; l)ut he oi-dered the commissioner 
to attend, hoping that the violence of the members 
would provoke him to dissolve it, and would justify, in 
the opinion of his English subjects, his intended appeal 
to arms. The tablss were masters of the elections ; they 
procured one lay elder and four _ lay assessors to be 
returned fram every presbytery ; and thus, with the aid 
of theic friends, became sufficiently numerous lo control Nov, 
the few among the clergy who hesitated to approve of ^'' 
their proceedings. The assembly met at Glasgow, and 
a week was spent in viulent anil irritatinj; debates. The 
commissioner protested against the part taken by the 
tables in the elections, against the introduction of the lay 
elders, a practice discontinued since the beginning of 
the last leign, and against the authenticity of certain 
written volumes which weie produced, as containing the 
acts of more ancient assemblies, acts hitherto supposed 
to hove been lost, but now most providentially dis- 
covered. On every subject he was overpowered by 
numbers; and, when Henderson, the moderator, pre- 28 
pai'ed to put the question respecting the declinator of 

■ Rushnorlli, 772—730. NnUod, I. 64, Bnlfuur, S93. Tliere is In 

weodfotmbylhapteliilMtnEni-liini)-' The wntn ih«rB)iii brgi, that. 
HhEnevsr lliey (line to h pncilniiiHi, one iniele 1007 be that Uw HitdHli 
stmoh lElDg<l«iiiu;&»Ivd«>UiiiUiaoUi«. ii.i3 
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tliB bishops*, he conceiveiJ that the moment descnhed 
in his instructions was coma, and, suddenly rising dis 
solved the assembly. His manner, his tears, and his 
lan^uaije, persuaded the members that if his loice nas 
against, yet his heart was witli them , but if ne maj 
believe his letter to the kin^, his dititiess arose from the 
calamities which he saw ready to burst on his country. 
He blamed both parlies, the presumption and dis- 
obedience of the covenanters, the illegal proceedings, 
the ambition, and the immorality of several among the 
bishops ; and, conceiving his life in danger, bequeathed 
his children to the care of h'n sovereign, that the sons 
might be bred, and the daughters married, in England. 
He added, thit from Scotland lie ivished lo be diyorced 
forever*. 

But the assembly was not inclined lo dissolve itself at 
the mere mandate of the sovereign. The earl of Ar- 
gy\e. though he was not a member, and had hitherto 
disguised his n.al sentiments, came forward to counte- 
nance their meetm;^, and bear witness to the " righte- 
"ousness of their proceedings."' Encouraged by his 
pretence, tliey passed a I'esolution that in spiritual mat' 
ler» the kiih was independent of the civil power, and 
thit the dissolution of the assembly by the royal com- 
missioner was ille^l and void. The three next weeks 
were employed in the revision of every ecclesiastical re- 
gulation introduced since the accession of James to the 
Clown of England The liturgy, ordinal, book of canons, 
and court of high commission were condemned : episco- 
yac* was abolished ; and the bishops themselves, with 
the ministers the known fantors of the bisho; s, were 
c e\commiin cilcd or deprived. Charles by proclamation 
1 annulled tbe=e proceedings; the Scots received them 
with transports of joy, and celebrated a day of na- 

■ThedeclinHiarwKiBpTDteitationiigfibiatthemithoTUy i^TibQ As^mbly. 
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tional thanksgiving for iheir delivery from prelacy aad 
popery*. 

While the covenanters thus steadily pursued the abo- 
lition of episcopacy, thay were nat inatleulive to the 
danger which threatened them fram England. Their 
preparations for war kept pace with those of their sove- 
reign. In military matters they had recourse to the 1639 
experience of Alexander Leslie, un adveiiturei-, who had*'^"" 
served under the kin^ of Sweden in the wars of Ger- ** 
many, had risen to the rank of field-marshai, and had 
returned lately with conaiderahle wealth to his native 
country. In conformity with his advice the supreme 
committee in Edinburgh issued its commands to the 
inferior boards in the several presbyteries, and religious 
enthusiasm ensured obedieuce. Every man capable of 
bearing arras was regularly trained; officers, who had 
grown old in actual ipervice, hastened from the Swedish 
and Dutch armies to animate and exercise their coun- 
trymen; and arras and ammunition were furnished by 
the Scottish merchants in Holland. Money was the 
principal desideratum. A scanty supply was obtained 
from some of the rich citizens in Edinburgh ; many ol 
the nobility sent iheir plate to be coined at the mint; 
and a liberal present was received, in the name of the 
French monarch, from a secret and unexpected friead, 
the cardinal Richelieu. 

It may appear strange that Richelieu should volunta- 
rily offer assistance to the disaffected subjects of a 
prince in amtty with his own sovereign, and married to 
a daughter of France. -That minister was actuated by 
motives of public and personal interesf, Charles had 
formerly excited rebellion in France, by sending the 
expedition under Buckingham to take possession of tha 
isleofRhfi: he had by his opposition and menaces de- 
feated the cardinal's plan of partitioning the Spanish 
Netherlands between France and the Stales according 
to the treaty of Paris ; and had, during the war against 

• Hnidwloke Faruig, il. IM. BaiUie. 115-11& Ruahworlb, U. tm, 
875-881. N1J80I1, 1. 97— ISO. BiUfbur.aOS— ali 
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the house of Austria, Istrayed a secret leaninti; to th 
cause of Spain, tlirough the liope of obtaining the pala 
lG38itinate tor his nephew ♦. In these instances he opposed 
Sb.' 'l"^ Seneral pohcy of Richelieu: in another he offei'ed 
bim a personal offence, by opening in his dominions an 
honourable asylum to Mary of Medicis, the queen mo- 
ther, once the cardinal's patroness, but of late years hia 
most dangerous enemy t. On these accounts Riche- 
lieu instructeil the French ambassador \o open a clan- 
destine intercourse with the insurgents; despatched 
Chambers, bis almoner, and a Scotsman, to inquire 
into Hie origin and progress of the troubles in Scot- 
land ; procured the release of 6000 stand of arms, which 
had been bousht for the covenanters and seized by the 
IG39. states of Holland; and ordered the French ambassador 
Miy in London to pay one hundred thousand crowns to ge- 
neral Leslie, who was appointed commander-in-chief J. 
But the last transaction was kept a profound secret 
from all but the leaders. Had it been known to the 
ministers, their bigotry would have pronounced it a 
saorilegiouB Tiolation of their covenant with the Al- 

• Ai Ch"rW »ii1rl not fo«s«B tliE iMiie of Uw conlMt. li» MBodnled 

raiMHlin Bd^.tait. nbd llie «>apan1kHi ufjin EiibIIbIi HeM. Allen^lw 
wju AtiiMD iwioh HiTthoT ; hnt lb* eanlliml ODnttived 1o f (iin mt the n^^ 
clBllOd Kh- tlino jwin, till IIm LronbLfls in Scot^nDil rcLlvK^ Ulm from nil 
■pncghBn^n un the [nn of Chuki. B» Ibe Syilney Pupen, iLa^l-^ 
8M. ll»rveii»amiriihljtliBi:HPlliinr> piirpuM of pBKnuliiwUoB, Ihat 
Ibe eiiclaflflDnlcr, Ibsambiitudui. wal llirbiddni IuhfuI Ibe canl)n4>I 
In nmm, that ilw laltui ndnht nul alaln Ibe pntedence. Ibiil. 3U 3US. 
f 1W.I,M7-S1.663.K3. 
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mighty. Already, when it was proposed to solicit assist- 
fruin the Ijitlieran princes of Germany, and- the catholio 
kinfts of France and Spain, they had replied that the 
Lutherans were heretics, the catholics idolaters ; and 
that to have recourse to either would be to refuse tlie 
protection of Ood, aad to lean to the lirokeD roed of 
Egypt*. 

It was not till after the first return of the marquess of 
Hamilton from Scotland, that Charles deigned to ask 
the adsice of his Bnglish counseilorst. Laud, whether 
it was through a sense of duty, or through apprehension 
of the result, surprised his colleagues by the earnestness 
with which he argued in favour of peace. But his oppo- 
sition served only to procure a sliort delay. Tiie king 
had long ago taken his resolution : the archbishop was 
reprimanded for his pusillanimity; and the majority of 
the council hastened to determine in conformity with 
the pleasure of the sovereign. In the beginning of De- 
cember the captains were named, and the general offi- 
cers were appointed ; the lords lieutenant received or- 
ders to muster the trained bands of the several counties, 
and the lord keeper sent a Bumraons to each peer to 
wait on the king at York with a retinue suitable to his Feb. 
rank. To jftooure money, loans were made, the pay- 27. 
ment of pensions was suspended, the clergy, judges, and 
lawyers were called upon to contribute with their puises 
in lieu of their personal sen'ices; and^he queen em- 
ployed all her influence with the leaders of the catholics 
to obtain from them a liberal subscription in return for 
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the indul^nce which they had experienced from their 
sovereign *. 

CImrles, however, could not but remark the visible 
indifference of his English subjects. To the majority, 
discontented with the illegal tenor of his government, i( 
was a matler of little concern, perhaps of real satisfaction, 
that the Scots refused submission to his mandates : tlie 
puritans openly condemned the war as an impious cru- 
sade against the ser\'ants of God ; and the only persons 
who seemed to interest themselves in the cause were 
the more orthodox of the clergy, and the few men of 
wealth and importance who depended on the favour of 
the court. It was in vain that the king by different 
proclamations pronounced the covenanters rebels, that 
he accused them of aiming at the separation of the Scot- 
tish from the English crown, and that he attributed to 
them the design of -invading and plundering the north- 
ern counties. To such obarges were successfully op- 
posed the printed declarations of the tables, who called 
on God to witness theh loyalty, and protested that, if 
they had taken up arms, it was in defence of the rights 
of conscience r let the king only cease from his religious 
innovations, and he would find them the most dutiful of 
his subjectst. 

But these professions of obedience did not prevent 

them from being the first to commit liostilities. On a 

Mar. Friday in Marctf the castle of Edinburgh was surprised 

21- by Leslie, at the head of one thousand musketeers; on 

22. the Saturday, the womanish apprehensions or waverine 

fidehty of Traquaire surrendered the strong house of 

Dalkeith, and with it the regalia of Scotland ; and on 

the next day the rest of the Sabbath and the observance 

• Burt"orth. ii. 791-797. B;8. 820— KM. Sydney pgpCTB ii 679 
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of a solemn fast were violated to obtain possession of iha ^■''* 
castle of Dunbarton. The governor, with part of his 
garrison, having left the church after the second ser- 
mon, was surrounded by a parly of armed men, and 
compelleil. under a menace of immediate death, to send 
for the keys, and deliver them to the provost of the 
town *. Thus, as Stirling was already secured by the 
earl of Marr, who had token the covenant, of all the 
royal fortresses, one only, and that the least important, 
Cailaverock. on the western border, remained to the 
king. Every day brout;bt him intelligence of some new 
disaster or disappuintment. The earl of Antiim, who 
from Ireland menaced the possessions of Argyle, was 
unable to fulBl bis engagement; Huntley, who had 
raised the royal standard in the north, was, after a pri- 
vate conference, treacherously detained by the covenant- 
ers under Montrose, and then conducted a prisoner to 
EdinburKh : and Hamilton, who entered the Frith with -V'l 
a numerous Heat, inslead of occupying Leith according j^^^ 
to his instructions, spent a whole month in useless and j, 
suspicious conforence with the insurgents, and made no 
attempt to land on any part of ihe coast. Charles him- ^J 
self had repaired to York, where he proposed to Ihe 
lords who accompanied bira an oath of nllegiance, bmd ■ 
ing them to oppose all seditions, conspiracies, and cove- 
nants against his person and dignity, even if |' they 
" came veiled under pretence of relidion." To his sur- 
prise and indignation it was refused by the lords Brooke 
and Say, who to the interrogatories put to them replied 
that, though they could not he compelled by law, ihey 
were willing Ihrouah alVeotion, to accompany thejr 
sovereign ; hut that they were ignorant of the laws and 
customs of Scotland, and therefore unable to say whe- 
ther the covenanters were rebels, or the war against 
them was just. The king ordered them to be confined, 21, 
consulted the attorney and solicitor -general, and learned 

•B.lli)iir,UaSll~323. BalllLe, i, 16B. 159. Nslwn, i. 211 
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with vexation that there existed no ground for criminal 
proceedings against the prisoners. After some days 
tl)ey were diseliarsed *. 

From Yorli Cliarles advanced to the neighbourhood 
of Berwick; Leslie liad fixed his head-quarters at Dun- 
1633. glass. That general called for every fourth man from 
Mmr each presbytery ; and, tliuugh the call was not exactly 
obeyed, twelve thousand volunteers crowded to hia 
standard. He demanded reinforcements ; the minis- 
ters in the camp added written exhortations ; and the 
instructions delivered to the messengers served to dis- 
play the policy of the leaders and the feelings of the 
people. One was directed to call on every h:ue Scota- 
min in the name of God and the countri to hasten to 
the aid of his countrymen, with tjiera U> extort a reason- 
able peace from the king, or to seek in battle their 
common enemies, the prelates and papists of England. 
Another followed, denouncing the curse of Meroz 
against all who came not to the help of the Lord; 
and he was succeeded by a third, who, in bitter and 
sarcastic language, summoned the loiterers to attend 
the burial of the saints, whom they had abandoned 
to the swords ofHhe idolaters. Such invitations pto- 
ducud impressions on minds deeply imbued with religious 
fanaticism; and Leslie's army gradually swelled to 
more than twenty thousand combatants, all enthusiasts 
in the cause, and ready to shed then- blood foj- the Lord 
of Hosts. On the tent of every captain waved a new 
ensign, bearing a figure of the Scottish arms, with this 
motto: ■ For Christ's crown and the covenant:" each 
morning and evening the men were summoned by sound 
of drum to perform their devotions under the canopy of 
heaven ; two sermons were preached daily to convince 
them of the righteousness of their cause and the pro- 
tection of the Almighty ; and of the remainder of their 
•BibltothecnHe^in, KJ-O. CIJKnrlnn IMpcT!, ii. 38. *1. «. Th» 
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time whate\er portion was not spent in martial exer- 
cises was devoted to the reading of the Sciiptures, the 
Binging of psalms, mutual exhortation, and extempo- 

To this army, thus animated by the most powerful May 
motives that can influence the human breast, Charles 29 
could oppose an equal, perhaps superior, number of 
men; but men who felt no interest in the cause foi- 
which they were destined to fight, who disapproved of 
the erWlrary proceedings of their sovereign, and who 
had been warned that the suppreseton of the Scottish 
covenanters could only serve to rivet those chains which 
had been forced for themselves. The earl of Holland 
appeared befui'e Kelso with a numerous detachment of Jnoa 
Ilurse and foot : but at the sight of the Scots they turned ^■ 
their backs, and Leslie, who considered procrastination 
equivalent to defeat, announced his intention of march- 
ing against the royal army, and advanced to Dunse-law 
opposite to the royal camp at the Birks. Charles, who 
had hitherto affected to despise the enemy, felt a sudden 
alarm; works were immtfdiately constructed on the 
banks of t^e Tweed ; and a page, who had obtained per- 
roission to visit his Scottish friends, received instruc' 
tiona to suggest the possibility of an accommoilafion. 
His meaning was understood ; passports were solicited; g, 
and commissioners proceeded to the English ramp. 
They were received in the tent of the ead of Arundel ; H, 
but Charles took the negociation on himself; and for 
several days debated every point with, an earnestness of 
argument and a tone of superiority, which seem to have 
imposed on his hearers of both nations. By his last 
answer, though he refused to acknowledge the assembly 
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of Glasgow, he consented to ratify the concessions made 
by his commissioner, and lo intrust the decision of sU 
ecclesiastical questions to a general assembly, that of 
civil matters to the parliament, and to summon hoth to 
meet in the month of August. This answer was far 
tnim giving complete satisfaction ; it made no mention 
of the abolition of episcopacy, and it affected lo regard 
the proceedings at Glasgow as of no validity : bul, on 
the other hand, many of the covenanters, partly from 
religious scruples, partly from the fear of irritating the 
people of England, refused to cross the borders. Reports 
were daily circulated of a descent from Ireland ; and ihe 
issue of a rising of the rc^alisls in the north under the 
Lord Abojne, son to the earl of Huntley, was still un- 

June certain. Under these circumstances the chiefs resolved 
"■ to accept the declaration, and engaged on their part to 
disband the army, and to restore the royal fortresses. 
By the more zealous of the covenanters they were re- 
proached with apostacy from the cause of God and the 
kirk; and to vindicate themselves they published an 
apology, which was afterwards condemned by the Eng- 

Aug. lish council as a false and seditious libel, and oidered 
4- to be burnt by the hands of the common hangman*. 

Charles had promised and intended to proceed to 
Edinburgh, to hold the parliament in person. He 
was deterred by new instances of " valyancie" on the 

July P^''' "' " '^* g^d'j females." who insulted with im- 
2. punily bis frieiids, even the first officers of state, when- 
ever they appeared in public +. To gain the more 

Syilney PapeiB, Si. 60L. Bibliolh RMifl. 181. Burnei's 
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moderate, vaA to discover the roftl views of the more 
violent among his opponents, he summoned fourteen of 
their nuinbet to attend him at Berwiiik : but distrust of 
the king, or consciousness of guilt, inrtuced Ihe mataritj 
to disobey; and only three commoners and three lords. 
Montrose, Loudon, and Lothian, ventured to wait on 
their sovereign. Of the latter, Montrose was made a 
convert, Loudon and Lothian were molliRed by the con- JuW 
desceneion and protestations of Charles ; while Harail- if. 
tOD by his dissiniulation (he had previously received for 
that purpose a royal warrant and pardon) drew fi'om the 
others many of the secrets of the party*. Before his 
departure for London the kini; appMnled Traquaire to 
hold both the assembly and the parliament; imposing 
on him a task to which no human abilities were equai 
— to guide the zeal, and moderate the language, of reli- 
gious enthusiasts. He was, indeeil, wiring to tolerate 
what he had not the power to prevent ; and, with the re- 
solution of afterwards revoking whatever necessity 
should now comjiel hira to grant, he allowed the com- 
missioner to consent to the abolition of episcopacy, of 27. 
the service and the canons, of the articles uf Perth, and 
of the high commission court; but at no events toadmit 
of expressions which shuuld designate these institutions 
and doctrines as unlawful in themselves, or c'ontrary to 
the word of God. The assembly was first held: every ■^"K- 
deputy, before his departure from his presbytery, hail 
been compelled to testify upon oath his adhoKion to the 
late obnoxious assembly at Glasgmv; and in the pre- 
amble to their acts they were eareftil to employ all those 
opprobrious and damnatory epithets which the king 
regarded with so much horror. All that the commis- 
sioner could obtmn was, that they should not be intro- 
duced into the clause of abolition itself, and that to the 
covenant should be added a more express declaration of^ 
BllegiancB to the sovereign. Traquaire, though with 

• Hudwicke Fapen, II. 141. Etusliworlb, il. 9SG, 9SS, 1031. 
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reluetancB, gave the royal assent to these proceedinRg, 
and the successful conclusion of the assemlily was hailed 
by (he people with shoufs of triumph and prayers of 
thanksgiving *. 
Ann. I" parliament the covenantera displayed equal firm- 

31. ness and ohatinaoy. Their ohject was two-fold, to sup- 
ply the place of the spiritual lords, the bishops, who, 
after the act of assembly, no longer existed in Scotland, 
and to abridge the power which the crown had hitherto 
possessedof selecting the questions for discussion, and 
of influencing the voters in parliament. They permitted 
the commissioner for once to select the lords of the 
articles, but only as a matter of grace, and not of right ; 
and proposed that the lesser barons, the commissioners 
of the shires, should for the future occupy the place of 
the bishops ; that each estate should freely choose out 
of its own body a portion of the lords of the articles; 
that patents of peeraj^e should be restricted to persons 
in actual possession of land-rents within the country to 
the ycaily amount of lO.OUU marks; that no proxies 
shouldevernaore be admitted: that the castles of Edin- 
burgh, Dunbarton, and Stirling, should be intrusted to 
the custody of none but Scotsmen ; and that all acts ih 
favour of episcopacy should be repealed. Traquaire 
felt himself loo weak to stem the torrent ; he prorogued 
the parliament during a few days, and Charles, approv- 
ing his conduct, continued the prorogation fur six months, 
Nov This proceeding was met as usual with a protest against 

'■'■ its legality, but accompanied with a promise that the 
states would obey, not because they were obliged bylaw. 
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bv;t iliat tlie}' miglit prove their deferenc and attach- 
iiieiii to iheir sovereign *. 

']"he liing was fully convinced that, though religion 
might iiitiuence the mullitude, the depression of the 
royal aiithoiity was the real object of the leadeis. To 
reduce Ihem I'o obedient*, he knew of no other method 
but force ; and, while he revolved in his mind expedicots 
to rtjise funds fov a Becond expediiion, fortune, as he 
persuaded himself, placed a new resource within his 
gras[). A Spanish fleet of galleons and transports, 
amounting toseventy tail, under Oquendo. had been dis-Sept 
covered in tlie Channel by the Dutch squadron, com- 1^- 
manded by De Wit A pursuit commenced: De Wit 
was joined by Van Tromp ; and Oqiieniio sought an 
asylum in the Downs. He had lost three ships, hia 
pursuers two : but the latter entered the road with him, 
and repeated arrivals ftom Holland augmented their 
force to the number of 100 sail, besides BreshipB. It 
was the jreneral opinion that the Spanish fleet could not 
escape destruciion, when Charles made an oifer, in con- 
sideration of 150,000/. in ready money, to take it under 
his protection, and to convey it to its destination on the 
coast of Flanders, and thence to some port in Spain. 
The proposal was cheerfully entertained by the court of 
Brussels ; an order, it is said, bad even been issued for 
the payment of part of the sum. when the Stales, un- 
willing to lose their prey, ordered the two admirals to 
attack the Spaniards. Though Pennington was present 
with an English fleet, under orders to prevent any 
aggression on either side, he reniained a quiet speciator 
of the combat. Twenty-three Spanish ships ran on Oct 
shore : of thirtv, which put out to sea, ten only reached li- 
the harbour of Dunkirk. The rest were either deslriiyed "■ 
or captured. The cardinal infant, governor of the Ne- 
therlands, called on the king to revenge this insult on 
bis authority : but Charles, keenly as he felt the diaap- 

•B»lfour,iL 351-868. Ndson. L 865-811. 
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pointment and disgrace, 'was content to complain, and 
gladly accepted the apolajry which was made by ambas- 
sadaia specially commissioned for that purpose *. 

The kin^, after his return, had submitted the affairs 
of Scotland to the consideration of a committee, con- 
Bistin^ of Archbishup Laud, the marquess uf Hamilton, 
and Wenlworlh, who bad been ordered to attend the 
English court. Laud assures us that be carefully ab- 
stained from all language which might add to the royal 
irritation, or lead to an offensive war; but he was 
silenced by the eagerness of the lord deputy and the 

Oct. known sentiments of tbe king. The bishop of London, 

24. lord treasurer, the earl of Northumberland, lord admiral, 

Cottinf!;ton, Windebank, and Vane, were now added to 

their number, with instructions to provide funds, and 

to arrange the preparations for the campaign. They 

Nov. issued writs for ship-money to the amount of SOO.OOOt, 
'"I- and advised the king to summon a parliament, as th» 
most legal manner of procuring a more abundant supply. 
Charles ordered a full council to be called ; and, when 
he found them unaninjous in the same advice, put to 
them this pertinent question : " If this parliament 
" should prove as. untoward as some have lately been, 
" will you then assist me in such extraordinary ways as 
" in that extiemity should be thought Bt ?" They re 

Dec. plied in the affirmative, and the king reluctantly gave 
*■ hisassentf. 

By the advice of Wentworth it wasresoli-ed to apply 
in the first instance to the liberality of the Irish pavlia- 

1640.nient. Before his departure, to reward his past services, 

Jan. and to give greater weight to his eflbrls, he was created 
12. earl of Strafford, and appointed lord lieutenant of Ire- 
land, There no man dared openly to oppose his plea- 
sure ; the two houses voted a grant of four subsidies ; 

• S«i Nulsm, i. SSa Thf dt^KpalchPS or Windf b>nli in Ih^ Clarenflan 
P«MH. 11.70— W). W«ntick'» MsiHdits, 119. D'B.lriilps, SB. Whil* 
lock, 31; BnriSydnBy Papers, ii.«ia, 620. 
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and at bis coramnnd added a promise of two more, if Mat, 
they should be found necessary. This .vote, it was ^^• 
fondly hoped, would prove a lesson and a precedent to 
the English members: the kinij immediately ordered 
his friends in Scotland to prepare for the approaching 



Eind Strafford relumed to assist at the ci 
cils of Ms sovereign, having left orders for the im 
diate levy or an army of eight thousand men-)-. 

In En!;land the meeting of a parliament, after an in- 
terruption of so many years, was hailed witli expressions 
of joy, and the people expected ftom its labours the re- 
dress of those grievances under which they had laboured, 
and the vindication of those liberties which had been 
violated, Charles met the two bouses without any san- j 
gume expectations of success; but he called upon tliem 
to grant him an ample and speedy supply, and, to de- 
monstrate to them the justice of his caui^e, exhibited an 
intercepted letter, subscribed by seven of the principal 
covenanters, and solicitiug the aid of the king of FranceJ. 

•ShdoM n)Btt1i«endoftl»v<>luiDe. 
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letter b.»l barn leeuredtRwuliath March, N.S.)! but aiimhar envov 
conveyed cupleibutb of lbs kttiY and of Coltll'i laitrnoloni to Haiti, 
wh^r- they itate 98181)- t>BMmiil*d Ihmnjib an oSimt named Enklne lu 
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Tlie result, however, proved that tlie commons had ill' 
heritecl the sentiments and polmy of their predecessors. 
They took no notice of the prayers or tlie wants of the 
sovereign ; but ^ve their whole attention to the national 
grievances, whith by. the advice of Pym they divided into 
three heads, innovations in religion, invasions of private 
property, and breaches of the privileges of parliament. 
1°. Under the first they enumerated all the charges 
made by the puritans against the archbishop, and com- 
plained of the authority recently given to the eoiTvoca- 
tion to make new and amend the old constitutions, an 
authority necessarily affecting the rights and liberties of 
the laiiy. 2°. The second comprised the monopolies 
granted by the crown, the levy of ship-money during so 
many years, the enlar^ment of the royal fore*(ts, the 
charges laid on the counties during the late campaign, 
and the vexatious prosecutions on account of the refusal 
fo pay unwarrantable taxes, and of resistance to unlaw- 
ful monopolies. 3°. They reckoned as breaches of privi- 
lege the command given by the king to the late speaker 
to adjourn the house without its consent, and the at- 
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miiwiUd u> know Uk dI^mi of lili TWt, wliioh b« hIUi»1 to disohHe. 
TliB king look Ihe lelln, read il man ibnn oncej and replied tliat lie 
kiien DHhingofiti liulllmt lia woold nem mist rehsli iipiinil tbeii 
BOTereiin, lebeli Wo wbo mida religion a cuvet fl>c tbaii uiiiIIh, (SvdiBv 
PO].. U.etT.) Hid Louis been iiuirucied lo dlsieinble. or did Birjhgllen 
leioniuch ecciiiiiini (letiniiedly Hilbonl eiinHilting'hiBioiertIgn? On 
Ibntietydiy be t'aie lDilriu:iii>Di to Bellihieiu dmw out en iiu>wdi id 
Ihe^'Eiits, liutin teima w gaarded Ihnt, Mhilll il mluld eiH»iirii)^ Ihelr 
iiofiri. it oiigbl Dot. iflnterceptsd. coiB|>niiDiia either Ihe Fcencfa conn oi 

Kuihenihat he was innaeenl, (dA that, if be ven not, Lmia wo'ild not 
jtlve him np any more than CJiaijet had given up to blm the nvodi 
liallon la ISnglaud. Ibid. 413. Sydney I^p. 11. MS 
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teinfitd of the courts of kw to punish the members Su 
their behaviour in parliament. On all these subjects it 
was resolved to solicit the opinion and co-operatjon of 
the lonl»*. 

Chailes viewed the apathy of the coramona at first with 
impatience, aflerwards with aUrm. It was in vain tliat 
he endeavoured to quieken their proceedings by an April 
earnest and coneiliatory speech at 'Whiteliall : and his 21. 
request tu the lords, that they would not listen to the 24. 
grievances of the commons til) the royal wants hud been 
supplied, was productive of a fatal dispute between the 
two iiousea. In the firal conference the loids expressed 35. 
their opinion that the supply ought to have the precedence 
of every other question; in the second the commons 29. 
complained that such intimalion was an infringement 
of their privileges +. The lords replied, that they i-lairaed May 
no right to originate bills of supply, or to point out tlieir !• 
amount, or the manner in which the money was to be 
raised ; but that it was competent for them to communicate 
to the lower house their advice respecting supplies in 
general, and to warn them of the prejudice likely to 
arise to the nation from iheir refusal or delay. In this 
slase of the quarrel a message from Oie king required 2. 
an immediate answer from the commons whether they 
would, or would not, proceed to the question of supply. 
The rest of that day and the whole of the next was 
spent by them in close and vehement debate ; on the 
morning of Monday Sir Henry Vune, the secretary, 4. 
delivered a message from the king thai, if parliament 
would grant him twelve subsidies (SiOfiOVl.,) tohepaid 
in three years, he would consent to the abolition of ship- 
money for ever. Many were tempted with the bait, 
though they objected to the amount ; and ii became a 

• JaanaXt. Ap, n. 20. S2, 23, S*. 

t It li« been Hud biKuthwMtliCLlBOll'" thelwDi.anie!iB»de Hit 
tfinl uflhoirrtreoph Lij dividing on > motion Ibr iiemnd rontewow, 
uliioli wm reJMK* by ai7 aguinsl US. But ihi> i« a mislake. The 

B«le, piiuUi' of SL. JohD*B coU^^i C'AiQbrid^ Jouraal*. W. Hav L 



.,t.db, Google 



3'* CHARLES I. [chap. T. 

struggle between the leaders on the opposite sides to 
secure the votes of the wavering members, Hyde 
maiiitaiued that they ought in the first place to come to 
an underslandinK among themselves with respect to tho' 
Rraiit of a supply, and then to determine its amount ; 
Hampden, that the only question befure the house was 
this, whether twelve subsidies should be voted or not. 
May After a debate of nine hours the house adjourned to the 
5. next day: and on that matniiiK the secretary assured 
the king in council of his conviction that not a penny 
would be granted to aid him in his war anainst tbe 
Scots. Charles did not heaifate a moment. Proceeding 
to (lie upper house, he commanded the attendance of 
the lower, and, having eulogized the dutiful behaviour 
of the lords, dissolved the parliament *, 

Charles had reason to regret tliis precipitate measure. 
Had he waited a day longer, and the commons returned ■ 
a positive refusal, the provocation would in the opinion 
of many have justified the dissolution : had tbey granted 
a supply, tliougb beneath the sum demanded, it would 
have checked the presumption of the Soots, and probably 
have induced them to stand on the defensive. Now they 
believed that the country was with them. Their com- 
missioners had been in frequent though clandestine 
communication with the leaders of the opposition in 
pailiament ; and their knowledge of the king's poverty, 
and of the secret aid which they might expect from the 
diseontenled in England, whether enemies of episcopacy 
or advocates of republicanism (we now meet with the 
latter for the first lime-f), encouraged them lo hasten 
thetr military preparations, that they might act on the 
otFengiwe on this side of the Tweed. The events wliich 
followed in the capital strengthened their hopes. The 

•Ili«vetollu»»lUiid(l'i'',TmqbleB,78),Tiho WSJ presenl litis coiio- 
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feelings of thu lord mayor and aldermen wore disclosed May 
by (heir cvasire answers to the royal application for a 8. 
loan of money, whilst the lower elaases iiidulsred openly 
ill expressions of discontent and menaces of vengeance. 
Strafford, who was suppused to rule in the council, 
obtained hi 1 fpubl diutn ; but the resentment 

of ihe pop 1 as h II) directed against Ihe arch- 

bishop of C nl I ry At first theit passions were 
roused by 1 1 t b n t handbills, and defamotoiy 
ballads; th n pi i p t don the royal exchange, May 
and in the m t f q t d horoughfaces, called on the 9- 
apprentices t m t S George's fields, and " hunt 
'• WiUiam the fo-«^ th« breaker of the parliament ; and. 
though the Irained bands kept Ihe peace during the 
da), fi\e hundred tiol era attempted at night to force 11. 
their way into the archiepiscopal palace at Lambeth. 
They demolished the windows, but, at the end of two 
hours, were repulsed with firearms. It was fortunate 
that, duiing this period of popular excitement, continual 
rains impeded the formation of numerous assemblages : 
yet the passions of the people were not suffered to cool, 
but papers were affixed to the wails of houses, and even 
to the gatesof the palace, summoning every true English- 
man to come forward in defence of his country and reli- 
gion, to burn down the popish chapels, to root out the 
noxious weed of episcopacy, and to bring to deserved pu- 
nishraenf Laud, Strafford, and Hamilton, the chief au- 
thors of the puhlic grievances in England and Scotland. 
The kins passed some days in the deepest anxiety, 
looiiing''wilh impatience for the arrival of troops from the 
army ; and beholding, evening after evening from his 
palace, the illegal proceedings of the mob, and the con- 
flagration of houses on the opposite bank of the river. 
At last he found himself at the head of six thousand ■"*■ 
men. His first care was to remove the queen (she was 
in the last stage of pregnancy) to Greenwich, where she 
remained under the protection of a strong guard, with 
sixteen pieces of at^ilkry ; his next to restore tranquil- 
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lity by the exhibition of an overwhelming force, 'and the 
punisliraeiit of tlie guilty. Most, liowever, of those 
whom the trained bands had ap|irehended had been 
fteed from prison by their associates ; two only received 
M-nr judgment of dealh. Tliey were put to the torture before 
■'■'■ execution ; but either did not know, or had the resolu- 
tion to conceal, the names of the men ^ho had been the 
principal instigators of the riots. Both suffered, not as 
felons, but as traitors; for the juilyes, following the 
precedent set Ihera in the reign of Elizabeth, had pro- 
nounced the offence to be that of levying war against 
the king, because the rioters had marched in martial 
array to the sound of the drum *. 

According to ancient custom tlie convocation ought 
to have been dissolved with the parliament. But in that 
case the king would have lost a grant of six subsidies 
from the clergy, which had not been completed ; and 
the archbishop must ha e sacr feed h s new code of con- 
stitutions, adapted, as he contenled to the exigency of 
the times. To sile ce the scruples of the members, a 
14 ivrilten opinion was obta uel from t nch, an obsequious 
lawjer, lately made lo d ketpe a d from some of the 
judges, that the con jcaton ou d legally continue its 
sittings ; and a new omm ss on— he last had evidently 
12, expired t — was issued empo en t to alter and im- 
prove the laws of the ch ch An 1 t the alanns and 
misgivings of the mo e m d and un ler the protection 
of a numerous guard, the woik rapidly pi-oceeded ; and 
seventeen new canons, approved by the members, re- 
ar, ceived the royal assent. It was ordered tiiat every cler- 
gyman four times in the year should instruct his parish- 
ioners in the divine right of kings, and the damnable 
authority; several constitutions fol- 
it intolerant tendency against catholics. 



Drruiiielisi utl5 M^lt'o. 
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ns, and separatists ; an oatii of adhesion to Iho 
doiitrine and government of the church of England, in 
opposition lo popish tenets and preabylerian disciphne, 
was appointed to be taken by all cleraymen and all gra- 
duates in tlie universities ; and a deeloratioii wis addeil 
raspeetiag the lawfulness of the ceremonies used in the 
established church, 'fhese ecclesiastical enactments 
added to the general excilement. llie right of the con- 
vocation to sit after (he dissolution of parliament, anrl of 
the king to authorize it to make laws which might affect 
the interests of laymen, was called in question : excep- 
tions were taken and petitions presented against the 
form of oath imposed upon the clergy ; and religionists 
of every description, with the exception of churchmen, 
complained of several of the canons as highly oppressive 
and unjust*. 

On Laud devolved the task of publishing these canons! 
and he improved the opportunity to propitiate his ene- 
mies among the puritans by an officious display of his 
antipathy to popery. To the publication he appended a j,iiy 
letlersubscribeil by himselfand the bishop of Rorhester, 2. 
in quality of judges of the high commission court, direct- 
ing that not only catholic priests and the harbourers of 
priests, but all persons in possession of papistical or he- 
retical books, ail who had been, or were suspected of 
having been, present at the celebration of mass, all whose 
children had been baptized or were taught l^y popish 
priests, or had been, or were about to be, sent to popish 
seminaries, should be apprehended and brought before 
his majesty's commissioners for ecclesiastical matters. 
Alarm^ at the publication of this threatening letter, 
the catholics applied to the queen, who, taking Winde- 
bank with her, reminded Charles of the present ot 
H.ooo?. which he had lately rebeived from the catholic 
body m relief of his urgent wants, and of the additional 
pecuniary aid which he had solicited from them towards 

■WlLh. Cun. iv. S3S— 55.1 Halxju, i, 361—376, Rub. I. i9(»— 3. 
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his war with the covenanters. Gratitude or policy pre- 
vailed: sending for the archbishop, he reproved him for 
his officiomneas, and ordered liim to desist from mea- 
sures which, in the existing circumatuii es, might tend 
to the prejudice of the crown '. 

Tn the mean while the time for the meeting of the 
Jane Scottish parliament had arrived. A second prorogation 
II- by ihe king was eluded under the pretence of an in- 
fiirmaiity in the warrant ; the members took their seals ; 
eLei-ted a president, an officer hitherto unknown ; passed 
all the acts which had been prepared before the proro- 
(ration ; voted a tax for the support of the war of ten per 
cent, tin the rents of land, and five per cenL on the in- 
terest of money ; and for the government of the king- 
di,m, till the next meeting of parliament, appointed a 
committee of estates, of whom one half was to reside per- 
manently inEdinbui^h.the other half lo follow the mo- 
tions of the army. It was in vain that Charles warned 
them of the treasonable tendency of such proceedings, 
and that he released Loudon, and sent him lo Scotland 
under an engagement to further his intereffs ; the co- 
venanters were not to be diverted from their purpose ; 
and though for want of the royal assent they oould not 
give to their voles the denominalinn of laws, they im- 
parted lo them equal force by entering into bonds 
which obliged the subscribers to carry them into execu- 
tion ■(■. 

The king had originally proposed to assail his oppo- 
nents from three different quarters at the same time, 
with 20,000 men from Engliind under his own com- 
mand, with 10,000 from Ireland under the guidance of 

•FromalonE deipgUh at Rowrtli of Luiillo, »7. N.S. When Hie blih 
eomniisiigD ooon mssemblad, il ■ni atUski^d by tl\» mob (Orl. 3S). Se. 
»orJ of lliB iieiDbeii <trrf wonmled wiih UOBH, «id Itie irclibufaop H- 

InbIso^i. i.Joa— SOB. Bu.b. ii, jaiO. B-lCmr. IlkS-ST^. ThMS 
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the lord lieutemmt, and with an equal number from the 
liiglilands led by Ihe marquess of Hamilton. But this 
magiiiflcent plan was defeated by his poverty and the 
decision of the covenanters. He dared not commence 
his levies till he had the prospect of funds for their sup- 
port: on the dissolution of parliament the lord-s, accord- 
ing to their promise, relieved his wants by a voluntary loan 
ol 200,0011/,, and immediately writs were issued lo each 
county to supply a certain proportion of men •, But in 
IS the commissioners nei^lected their duty ; 



in others the recruits mutinied, murdered their officers, 
rifled the churches, and lived at free quarters on the 
inhabitants. In Scotland, on Uie contrary, the cove- 
nanters aeled with unanimity and enthusiasm. They 
had been careful to keep in full pay the officers whom 
in the last campaign tliey had invited from Germany ; 
the men who had been disbanded atler the pacification 
of Berwick cheerfully returned to their colours; and 
many individuals, on the security of noblemen and mer- 
chants, sent their plate to the mmt that they might 
supply money fur the weekly pay of t)ie soldiers. When 
Charles commenced his pieparations, his enemies were 
ready to act Leslie collected his army at Chouseley Jun* 
Wood, near Donse: during three weeks the men were 29- 
daily trained to mai'tial exercises, and encouraged by 
sermons and prayers ; and on the 20th of August b- 
crossed the Tweed with 33,000 infantry and 3000 ca- 
valry +. As soon 08 the army was on English ground 
• ile hod rea>«ie lo Ihe moit Bifm.iidimrj «liera«. to laiM monej. 

flirrlmi meTcfanDD bv diB ■^nnVllwIrbiiUian nt the mini { litil ik[led in 
S3SCrX«pu. 9«,Ruih.o.ti., 1181. im IS16. SydBBsPap. 

1 A teller <• Hid tn li*™ brto lbri[ri by lord Sa.ile, and Rut Jo Iha 
a«>l>. Infidni IUhb lo onwr EniliinJ in Ihe nnow. «f Ihe e"H>of B«l 
fcrd, Wnntkk, .od Eswi.nnrl ih« Uirili Msiulrvdle, Say and Sea », and 
Broolip,»iid<.rll^uryDoil^y.Th«aisBitiQntefedonvervjiimtio..>blB.u- 
llioril. : but ljKW,lnbi, lounul, at Ihe dule of £8lh D«. IMW,.^.!. iloB 
IhB aitlioiity of A. K. S. ^tolublj Anlhomr eud of SlHift»^ry). t.mBf 

• B^t from 1^ eSd'^gaib Iwd. UDlU ha h^ brouEhUho tkuti in . ■ ,. 
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tbe ministers claimed tlie honour of forming the van- 
guard with their biblos in their hands; the soldiers, in 
token of Iheir pacific intentions towards the inhabitants, 
fallowed with arms reversed ;, and a declavalion was 
pubhshed that the Scots had uivdertalien tliia expe- 
dition at the call of the same divine Providence which 
had hitherlo guided their steps ; that they marched not 
against the people of England, but against the Canter- 
burian faction of papista, atheists, arminians, and pre- 
lates; and that God and their conscience bore them 
testimony that their object was the peace of both king- 
doms by punishing the troublers of Israel, the fire- 
brands of hell, the Koraha, the Balaams, the Doegs, the 
Rabshakahs, the Hamans, the Tobiahs, and Sanballats 
of the times, after which they would return with satis- 
faction and pride to their native country *. 

The lord Conway had arrived in Northumberland to 
take the command with the rank of genera! of the horse. 
He dated not oppose an inferior and undisciplined force 
to the advance of'the enemy ; but received a pereraplory 
order from the earl of Strafford, the commander-in chief 
uni!er Ihekingt, to dispuie the passage of Ihe Tyne. 
The works which he hastily erected in Stella-haugh 
^S- were demolished by tbe Scottish artillery ; a division 
■ led by Leslie's guard passed at Newburn ford, and was 
speedily driven back into the river by a charge of six 
troops of horse ; but these in their turn were checked 
by the fire from a battery ; the Scots a second time 
formed on the right bank, and the whole English army 

"kinglhcirliolBniHitBr." l^ke'» Life, b; lonL Ktn^. i. *i3, Thottlipy 

ouiKX be daubted. •• TIh mis of Eho, Bednjtd. HollBSd, tlie'U 
-Say, HBm!id™,Pjin, and lUvtriortiM Ion's and^ntlmiwnurcniil tn- 

• Builiworth, E 13 ^e. Kolsan.i.lis, 
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retired, the horse towards Durham, the infantry, 4009 in 
number, lo Newcastle. Thence ihey has'.eiiBcl hy I'orcod 
marches to the hoidei's of Yorkshire, and the two norih- 
evn cuunties remained ia the undisputed possession of 
the uouquerors *. 

Here the leaders of the Scots bej^an to hesitate'!-. 
The road to the northeca metropolis lay apuii before them, 
hut the cries of enthusiasm were checked by the sugges- 
tions of prudence. It was not their interest to awal;en 
the jealousy, to arouse the spirit of the English nation, 
and they wisely resolved, surrjunded as they were with 
the splendour of victory, ta humble themselves in the 
guise of petitioners at thefeet of the sovereign, Charles, Sept 
OB the other band, was harassed with feelings of shame 2. 
and disai pointment for the post, and with the most 
gloomy aniicipationsof tha future. He saw himself, in- 
deed, at^he head of 20,001' men, with sixty pieces of can- 
non: but their attachment was iloufal.ful, their inex- 
perience certain ; and, though Siraffurd affected to 
speak in public with contempt ut the enemy, he assured 
tlie king in private that two months must elapse before 
his army could be in a condition to take the field J 
Under these circumstances, the wish of the covenanters, 
intimated through the earl of Lanark, the Scottish se- Sept 
crelary, was graciously received: the king, that he S. 

Irtlw %Crd«Kli8 roiien. li. IfitJ.w.lli lil» scc^int in Gu'ih"* (p'^*, 
and Id KiuhsortU til 1337], und ilia irflldul <l^i«lcl> [d Uailli», 1.111. 

Nnvcattic. tlwywirniD hund at bcfaa BomftW-d ludi^ltiiHl IbniiiEli 
WHalofptovlilniii (BBlllle^i.MI7).siidlli>deHnioD dT tliricdUonni In 
wlxria cumpuia. BalfDiu. II. ie<i. Ijiuh u "aib diwaveisd Ken 
lirouxht baCK, aii^d enqy U-Dlh moD wu haiigt-il. lIlLl. 
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might gain time, required to be put in possession at 
their demands ; and on the return of their answer pro- 
mised Id lay it before the ereat counci! uf English peers, 
whjcli he had snmmoned to meet him at York on the 
24 th of Septemlier. 

Some centuries had elapsed since England had wit- 
nessed such an assembly : but Charles wa* driven to the 
most unusual expedients ; and, as the commons had 
always proved the more refractory of the two houses, he 
preferred a meeting of the lords to a full parliament. 
He could not, however, overt what he so much appre- 
hended. Twelve peers subscribed their names to a 
peitition, statin;; the grievances of the nation, and point- 

Sept.inff out a parliament as the only remedy": this was 

22. followed by another, signed by 10,000 inhabitants of 
London ; and his counsellors at York, as well as Ihose 
in the south, repeatedly conjured him to acquiesce. It 
cost him a long struggle before he would submit r even 
after lie had formed his resolution, he kept it secret till 
tlie lords held their first meeting on the appointed day, 
and then he announced that he had ordered writs to bo 
issued for a new parliament on the 3d of November. 

To the great council two questions were submitted, 
how might the king be enabled to support his army 

24_ during the next three months? in what manner was he 
to proceed with the covenanters who had iuraded his 

2j_ English dominions? 1°. They sent a deputation of six 
lords to London, who, on the security of their bonds, 
raised a loan of 200.000i 2°. They named sixteen 
peers to proceed to Ripptn, and to open a negociation 






ntheiic-Jun. S» Balllie, L g(f», and MreKuy Vaui 
* ft in tlia L-si,- JouniAls, Iv. 18§, jiibsnibsil by Ru 
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vii.h eight commissioners appuinted by tliecc 

bul al ilie very outset a Jemand waa mode wlikli startled "^ 
and perplexed tbe king and his counsellors. Wlien Ibo 
Scots first entered England they liad displayed the most 
edifying forbearance. Then the saints deemed it unlaw- 
ful to plunder any hut the idolalroHS papists t. Theic 
scruples, however, were speedily silenced. Tbe retreat 
of the royalists placed the counties of Northv.mberland 
and Durham at their *ercy ; and from that moment 
they had exacted a weekly contribution of SGOO^. from 
the inhabitants; had conflscated all the property of the 
catholics, with the tithes and rents of the clergy ; and, 
had taken at discretion coals and foras^e for their own 
oonsutnption. Bul these resoun^es began to fail ; and 
under the pretence that the negociation would prevent 
them from seeking more abundant quarters, they boldly 
demaniled a monthly subsidy of 40.000/. 
' It was plain to tbe comas iBsioiiers that the king must 
ultimately yield ; their itieat ou.w.i. "as to reduce the 
amount, and to modify the manner of payment. By in- 
dustry and perseveraiice they overc^ome every difficulty, 
and concluded separate bargains, one with the gentle- 
men of the norlh, who. on the faith of a solemn promise 
that they should be reimbursed out of the first supply 
granted by pailiameut, consented to raise the l^■eekly 
sum of 56001., by county-rates on the inhabilants of 
Northumberland, Cumberland, Westmoreland, and Dor- 
ham ; and another with the Scots, wlio engaged, as long 
88 that subsidy were paid, to abstain from all acts of 
hostility. and from every species of compulsory demand %• 
The treaty was immediately transferred to Loudon ; the 
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king and the lords hastened thither, that thej might 
(irrive in time for the opening of parliament, and the 
Scottish commissioners followed at their leisure, bringing 
with them a deputation of the most learned and zealous 
of their ministers *. 



' BaHIle ma one or Uie snnibn-. In an tDtatu 
Jl lian I and my man, anrt our JItlle nobl^ags. 
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Nora (A), Page H. 

Extracts from the Toluntary declaration of Anthony 
Copley, dated 14th July, 1603, taken before the earl of 
Shrewsbury, the lords Montague, Howard, Cecil, and 
others. 

" On these grounda of discontentment, Mr. Waiaon, 
" with a choice number of hia brethren and some special 
" lay catholics, inasmuch aa the king waa not yet crowned, 
" did consult upon thdr caae, and resolve upon an oath, to 
" be drawn apd tendered to catholioa concerning soma 
" action to be enterpriaed for the good of the cause, and 
" therein to be contained a clause of secrecy for two rea- 
" Bona, the one for caution against discovery thereof to the 
" slate, the other against the jeeuit'a pirlie, which we 
" were certiunly informed were likewise distaaled with the 
" king, and had their course for the common cause in de- 
" sign, and that in caution against us. And for the draw- 
" ing in of associates and the IJmorous, it was to be inti- 
" mated by the tender of the oath that the business- was 
" no more than to present a supplication to hia majesly of 
" eighty or a hundred of the cliief catholics at a hunting 
" or other convenient moment. The tonor of the supplica- 
" tJon was, That they were a chosen band of catliolica, 
"who had in the late reien assisted hia majesty's title 
" against all pretenders, and against the Spanish Ikotion, 
" putting him in mind of Watson's book, — they beseeohed 
" toleration, &c." 

" The examinant deposed that Watson tendered the 
" oath to him, which he took at first under a falsa impres- 
"Mon, when Watann gave him a glance of the attempts 
" to be made if their suit failed, and, at parting, requested 
" him to coma to town with as many able men as ha 
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" They had several meetings. jVatson on one occasion 
" talked of dispelling privy covinaellors, entting off heads, 
" getting the oroad seal, and seizing the Tower, whioh 
" Copley martelled at : conTersatbns witliout head or foot, 
" the grounds of which he then knew not. 

" A day or two afierj Watson told him the Jesuits had 
" crossed his purpose in Lancashire and Wales, whence 



" Griffin Markhaju, when Copley's scrupleB ....^^ ^-^..^ 
" that it was for the good of the catholic cause they should 
" enter into the enterprise. It was proposed to seize the 
" king's person at Greenwich, and to possess themselTes 
" of the Tower. It was intended to give a free use of re- 
" ligion to all, and that catholics should hold offices equally 
" with proteetants. Walson proposed to depose the king, 
" which Copley opposed, because it would impair the dig- 
" nily of the crown by dismembering Scotland from Eng- 
" land, and would draw on the Dane, together with Scot- 
" land and Brunswick : at this meeting of ar Griffin 
" Markham, which occurred at a supper given by Watson, 
" some ludicrous remarks were made on king James— his 
" Tul^ manner of drinking is particularly spoken of. 

" Watson at last, finding things did not succeed, told 
" them they might all go to their homes, affirming that 
" he despaired of the action : he aiWwards himself de- 
" parted." This document fills twelve pages, and has 
since* been published at full length by Mr. 'Ilernev, iv., 
App. No. 1 ^ 

Note (B), Page 42. 45. 



" Magnifice Domine, 
" AccepimuH dominationia vestrfe literas, quas ea qua 
par est reverentia e^a suam sanetitatem et veatram pa- 
ternitatem amplectimur. Et quidem pro mea parte 
quater hactenus tumuitum impedivi. Nee dubium est 
(^uin publicos omncs armorum apparatus prohibere poB- 
simus, cum eertum sit multos catholieos, absque nostio 
consensu, nihil hujusmodi nisi urgente necessitate atten- 
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" Duo tamom sunt quse nos yalde Bolicitos tenent. 
' Pcimum do alii fortaBsis in una aligua provincia ad anna 
" convoleot, unde alios ipsa Qecesitas ad similia stadia 
" compHllat. 

" Sunt onim non pauci, qui nudo Buse Eanctitatia jussa 
" cohiberi noa posaunt. Ausi aunt enim, vivo ^pa Cle- 
"mente, interrogare nam posset paja illos prohibero quo 
" miauB vitam suam defendant. Dieunt insuper suorura 
" eecTetorum presWtcrum nullum fore eonscium : nomi- 
" natirn varo oe nobis conqueruntur etiam amioi nonnuUi, 
" HOB illorum molitionibus obicem ponere. 

" Atque ut hoB aliquo modo leairemuB, et saltern tem- 
" puB lucraremur, ut dilatJone aliqua adhiberi possint oon- 
" gruaremedia, hortati BumuH, at oommuni consiHo aliquem 
" ad sanotisMmum mitterent : quod iactum est, eumque ad 
" illustrisdmum Nonfium in Flandriam direxi, ut ab ipso 
' ' Buie sanotitati comaiendelur, soriptis etiam Uteris quibus 
"eorum sentcntiam exposui, et rationes pro utraque parte. 
"Ilieliterse fuse scriptse et plemssimse fuere: tubsMmfi 
" enim transferentur : atqae hoc do primo periculo, Al- 
" teram est aliquanto deteriuB, quia periculum est as pri- 
" valim aliqua proditio yel ih K^ ofleiatur, et hoc pacto 
" omnes catiiobci ad anna compeUantur. 

" Quare mco quidem judicio duo neeeesacia sunt ; pri- 
" mum ut Bua aanotitas pr^soribat quid quoqoe in caeu 
" ;^endum sit ; delude, ut sub censurus omnem armorum 
" vim catholicis prohibeat, idque Brovi publice edito, oujua 
" occaao obtendj potest nuper excitatuB in Wallia tumul- 
" tus, qui demum in nilmum recidit. Reatat ut (cum 
" in peius omnia quotidie prolabantur) oremus suamsano- 
" titatem his tantis perieulia ut brevi necessarium aliquod 
" remedium adhibeat : cujus sicut et reverendse paterui- 
" latis veatwe benedictionem imploramus. 

" MagnificsB Dominationis vestrje servas, 

" Henricus Gaknet. 
" Londini, 24 Julii, 1605." 

There is in tbe State Paper office & eopj of the first por- 
tion of this letter as for as the words '■ ad sanclisHmuni 
"initterent," which is followed by an &c. — Tiemey iv. 
App. p. cii. The only difference between it and the pub- 
lished letter 'is, that where the Mter has " Duo tamen 
" Bunt quae noB valde wlioitofl tenent: primum ne alii," 
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tfie MS. has " Est tjimen quod nos valdo soliciloa tenet ne 
" alu." Whioli of these two may he the true reading is 
uaoertaiti ; but it doia not appear to me that a small frai;- 
ment of the lettsr, with its Kc. in place of the rest of iu 
contents, can be very dtaerving of credit, as long as wa 
are ignorant by whom or for what purpose it was copied, 
ihere is a still greater difficulty in this letter, where Gar- 
net aiys, on July 24, that he has despatched the oommon 
messenger to the nuncio in Piandei«, whereas it ia weU 
known that Baynhani, that meaaenger, did not leave Eng- 
land before September. I have endeavored to explain it 
awaj m dififerent manners, but it now appears ba me Uiat 
Garnet has bean miBunderstood. He doa not say that he 
had actually despatched the messenger to the nuncio, but 
that he had directed him, — " direii ;"— wHch may mean 
nothing more than that he had given him instructions with 
letters of credence. Now, it was very possible tJiat, after 
he had done thia, eventa might happen to prevent the im- 
mediate departure of Baynham, or to retard it for a few 
weeks, in which supposition the letter wUl perfectly aeree 
with the fact. '' ^ 



KoTE(C),Page49. 

LETTER TROlf GARNET TO PEBSONS. 

" My verie lovinge sir, we are to goe within fewe daycs " 
'neerer London, yet are we unprovided of a house, nor 
' can find any convenient for any hinge tyme. But we 
' must be fayne to borrowe some private house, and live 
' more privately untill this storme be overblowen ; for 
most stnct inquiries are practised, wherein yf my hoat- 
' e^e be not quite undone, she speedeth better than many 
■■ of her neightours. The couraeB taken are more sevew 

■ than in Q. Eliiaheth'a tyme. Everie sis weeks in a 
■BBverall court, juries appointed to indite, present, find 

■ the goods of catholioks, prize thsm, yea, in many places 
to drive awaye whatsoever they find (contra ordioom 
juris), and putt the owners, yf parhaps protestants, to 
prove that they be theirs, and not of recusants with whom 
they lieale. The commisaionere in all contrejs are the 
most earnest and baae puritans, whom otherwise tie 
fcinge disoountenanceth. The priaoners at Wisbioh are 
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almost famiahed ; thef are Torie does, luid can liavo no 
healpe from abrode, but the Hnge allowing;e a marke a 
weeke for eohe odb, the keeper inakeli his gains, and 
^veth them meate but three dayea a weeke. If any 
reeusaot buy !uh goods agame, they inquire diligently yf 
tho money be his own, otlierwise they would have that 
toe. In fine, yf theae conrseB hould, everie man must be 
feyne to redeeme once in six moneths the verie bedd he 
Iveth on : and hereof, that is of twice redeeminge, be- 
aides other presidents I Gnd one in this lod^nge where 
nowe I am. The judges nowe openly protoBt that the 
kings nowe will have Dlood, and hath taken bloud in 
Yorkehier : that the kin^e hath hitherto etroaked the 
papists, but nowe will stake. This is without any least 
desert of catholieks. The execution of two in the north 
is oertayn, and, whereas it was done uppon couFd blood, 
that is, with so great stave after their condemnation, it 
ai^ueth a deliberate reaolulion of what we may expect. 
So that there is noo hope that popo Paulua V. can doe 
any thinge : and whatsoever men give owt there of easia 
proceedings with oatholioka, is mere fabulous. And yet 
I am assured notwithstandinge, that the best sort of 
eatholicks will boaro all their Tosses with patience. But 
howe these tyrannicall proceedingee of such base officers 
may drive particular men to desperate attempts, that I 
can not answer for, the kinge's wisedome will foresee. 

" I have a letter from Field in Ireland, wboo telleth 
me that of late tJiere was a verie severe proclamation 
gainst all eccleaiaaticall persona, and a generall com- 
mand for goinge to the churche ; with a soleme protesta- 
tion that the kinge never promised nor meant to give 
toleration. 

"October 4, 1005." 

In former editions I published this document from the 
copy in Girard's manuscript narrative. The original is, 
however, in existence, and the comparison of the two 
shows what liberties were taken by the copyist with the 
original. Had his object been only to present the public 
with an account of the persecution to which the Endish 
catholics were at that moment subjected, there would not 
have been great cause to complain of his alterations in the 
first part ; for they were evidently made to conceal from 
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government tbo names of the petBOoH who occaMonally 
afforded Garnet an aaylum. Neither ia '•'' — ■■—= ' 



sereral Hhort paragraphs which follow in the original of 
any great cooBBqaenee ; for they moBtly relate to private 
concerns, and are not of general interest. But to the 
original letter is appended a poetscript of the date of the 
2l8t of Ootoher. This is most important. It shows that 
the letter of the 4th was still in tho possession of Garnet, 
almost three weeks after it was written. In the postscript 
he states that the letter had been returned to him by the 
friend to whom it had heen entrusted, becautie that friend 
had been "stayed," and that he had taken the opportu- 
nity " to blot out aome words, purposing to write the same 
" hy the next opportunity, as he will ii apart." What 
these words were we know not ; but that he thought them 
of the greatest importance is plain from the pains which 
he took to "blot them out;" for this he has done bo 
etfeotuaUy, that it is impossible to decipher a syllable of 
the original writing. Then follows the notice about Field 
in Ireland, which, though for what purpose it is difficult 
to guess, has in Gerard's copy been taken out of the post- 
script and introdaoed into the letter it«elf, under the date 
of (Jelober 4. 

The object for which this letter was made up in the shape 
which it thus assumes in Gerard's manuscript is plain, 
from the reasoning which both he and Greenway found 
upon it. Thoy contend that if Garnet had been privy to 
the conspiracv, he must have believed on the 4th tliat the 
es(>losion had already taken place on the 3d, the day oa 
which the parliament had been summoned to meet, though 
no reason is assigned why he might not, as well as others, 
have been aware of the prorceation to the 5th of Novem- 
ber ; and they add that, under such a belief, he would 
never have resolved to encounter the danger of making, as 
he proposed to do, a journey to London, though in fact he 
made no such journey, hut changed his route, and was 
actoaliy, at the time in which he vjrote, on his way to the 
meeting appointed at Dunchurch. Hence it became 
necessary to suppress the postscript, because it was Jrre&- 
onoileahla with such statements. There was, moreover, 
this benefit in the suppression, that it kept the reader in 
knoranee, 1. of the real date of the letter, the 2l8t of 
October, the very time when it is admitted that Greenway 
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made to Qamet a fall disclosure of the plot ; and 2, that 
Garnet took that opportunity of blotting out a most im- 
portant passage in the letter writtan on the 4th, with a 
proTniao to forward the Eamo passage later in an epistle 
apart ; two facts which would furnish strong preaump- 
tiona against the alleged innocence of the provincial. I 
do not Know, however, that his advocates evar ventured to 



his Apologia against Coke ; for he refers to it, and drawa 
for it the same conclusions which had been alroadj 
drawn from hira by Gerard and Gceenway. Ad actionem 
proditoriam Edoaardi Coqui Apologia, cap. ix., versua 
finem. But "he merely mentions the date^of October 4, 
without tranaeribing the letter, or qnoting any passage 
from it. Mr. Tierney has published both the original let- 
ter and the pretended copy, vol. iv., app. p. cii. 

Note (D), Pages 50 and 65. 

In this note I shall mention the chief presumptions 
against Garnet, Greenwaj and Gerard, and their answers, 
with those of their advocates. 

P. With respect to Garnet, it is admitted on all hands 
that no overt act of treason was ever proved against him. 

2-^. Garnet himself admitted that he had incurred the 
legal guilt of misprision of treason, because he had con- 
cealed the general knowledge which he derived from one 
of the conspirators, that a trcasonablo plot was in agita- 

S-". It is moreover admitted that he afterwards became 
acquainted with the particular plot, and also concealed 
that knowledge ; but that concealment he justified by the 
plea that tlie knowledge came to him under the e^l of 



4-^. It now became a question whether this was really 
the feet. To discover the truth, he was made to believe 
that Greenway, whom he had named as his informant, 
had been taken, and had asserted in his exaniiniition that, 
when ho mentioned the plot, it was nut in confession. 
Garnet now appeared to waver ; and the discrepancy in 
his several answers was taken for the tergiversation of one 
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who, teing caaght in a falsehood, seeks by evamoa to 
eeoape conviction. Yet all bia answers amount in reality 
to the same tiling. For it is universally understood among 
catholii^ that, if a confessor consult another theologian 
Tespecting any case made known to him in confession, that 
person, in whatever way the informatioD may be conveyed,, 
IS equally bound to secrecy with the conlessor himself. 
Garnet's answers are ali founded on this docliine. The 
discrepancy arises from hi? solicitude not to injure Green- 
way by contradicting what he had been falsdy told was 
the confession of Greenway. 

5°. Supposing then the statement of Garnet to be cor- 
rect, it is of importance to ascertain at what time the 
communication was made to him. If "in the month of 
July, what excuse can be alleged for the indolent security 
in which he seems to have passed the months of August, 
September, and October 1 He had indeed no authority 
over any but the members of his order : he could not con- 
trol the actions of Catesby and the other conspirators ; 
yet so grca,t was (lie influence which he possessed among 
them, and so many opportunities must have ofTered them- 
selves of exercising that influence, that he undoubtedly 
might, if he had been so inclined, have discovered, during 
those three months, some means of preventing the attempt 
without danger of betraying the secret. But is it then 
certain that he was acquainted with the plot in July ? It 
has, indeed, been sMd that "Garnet invariably asserted, 
" both in the examinations which are yet preserved, and 
'* also in his defence, and in his speech from the soafibld, 
" that he first heard of the plot from Greenway on the 
" 26th of July " (Jardine, 363) ; and certainly, if tliis 
statement is correct, his silence and apathy during the 
three following months will furnish a strong presumption 
against him. But I have been unable to discover any 
proof of it either in Garnet's defence at his trial, or in hia 
speech at his execution. It depends solely on the record 
of his confession of March 12, in which he is made to 
assign " St. James's tide '' as the date of the communica- 
tion from Greenway | a confession, however, into the 
record of which I am convinced, for several reasons, that 
a very important error has crept. For 1°. as late as Oc- 
tober 4, he wrote to Persons the letter in note C, in 
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ansvrer to one inquiring what stirs trere in agitation 
among calliolics. Mow it is plain, from tlie tenor of that 
letter, that Garnet waa then (October 4) ignorant of any 

KrticulaiB of the plot, unless we suppose that he sought 
equivocation to impose on his superiors in Eome, — a 
supposition Thtch no one acquainted with the constitution 
of me order will be disposed to admit. 2°. Aeuording 
both to Greenway in his narrative, and to Eudseman Joan- 
nes, who derived his information directly from Greenway, 
it was after the return of Garnet from St. Winifi'cd's 
Well, and consequently in October, that Greenway made 
the ooDiniunication to him. 3°. De Thou, who wrote from 
documents furnished by the prosecutors, states that Gar- 
net, when he waa examined respecting his interlocutions 
with Oldcome, and consequently after March 2, confessed 
that he learned the particulars irom Greenway ^^tv months 
before, having previously to that received a general hint 
of the matter from Catesby : fateri quidem ee ante v. 
menses a Grenwello de reomni edoctum, antea in genere a 



places the ci 

before March. These con^derations induce me to believe 
that " iSt. James's tide," the date assigned to the commu- 
nication by Greenway in the confession of March 12, was 
in realih the date of that by Catesby, which gave ocoa^ 
^on to Garnet's letter of July 24, in note B ; and that 
the otiier communication was made to him a( Harrowdea 
shortly after October 20 ; for on that day he went there 
on a visit to lord Vaux in the company of the two aunts 
of that nobleman, and there Catesby and Greenway met 
him, as we are informed by Greenway himself. 

6'^. But how did Garnet act, after he bad become ac- 
quainted with the particulars of the plot? He goes on 
the last day of the month with Sir Everard Digby to 
Coughton, where that conspirator had invited several 
Catholic gentlemen to meet him under pretence of hunting 
at Dunchurch,on the 5th of November. What could take 
him there at each a time, with the knowledge which he 
possessed 1 It certainly bears a saspitious appearance ; 
and Garnet himself waa aware of it. In his conversation 
with Oldcorne (Jardine, 220), he expresses hie anxiety on 
that head ; and in a letter to Anne Vauz he writ«e, " the 
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time of my coming to Cougliton is a great presumption. 
"But all catlioiica know that it was necesaitj." (Id. 
302.) What, then, was that necessity? Coughton was 
his appointed station for the festival of All Saints : he was 
eipected thei^ by the different ciitholic families in those 
parts : all who used hia Ministry would be there to receive 
the Bacrament from him. He could not disappoint them 
without exciting among them stiange surmises as to tha 
cause of his absence. 

7", At Coughton, we are told that he prayed to be 
" rid of heresy," and called upon his hearers to pray for 
some good success toward the catholic cause (Oldcorne, 
esamin. 6 March. Handy, eiam. 27 Not.) : the spies, 
who overheard his conversation with Oldcorne, understood 
hin also to state that he had made a form of prayer and 
a hymn for the huccbbb of that buBiness (Interlocution of 
23rd and 25th Feb. Jardine, 217, 221). Id this there is 
much mistake and misrepresentation, arising perhaps from 
the difficulty of hearing ; for the form of prayer was one 
in common use, and the hymn had been a portion of the 
scrticB of the day for centuries. It is, however, plain 
that Garnet had acted very imprudentiy at Coughton ; 
probably had suffered expressions to escape him, which, 
though sufficiently obscure then, might now prove his 
acquaintance with the plot ; for he writes to Anne Vaus, 
on March 4th, " There is some talk here of a discourse 
' ' made by ^o or HaU : I fear it is that which I made at 
"Coughton." AntU. 144. 

8°. I'liere was somothing extraordinary in the simplicity 
or credulity of Garnet, whilst he remained in the Tower. 
Aware that he had b^u duped and betrayed by the men 
who offered to him their services, he suffered himself to be 
duped and betrayed to the very end. He still continued 
to write letters ; and of all these there was not perhaps 
one which did not come into the hands of the lieutenant ; 
many served as proofs against him ; and one acquired con- 
siderable celebrity after his death, from the use made of it 
by the writers whom the king employed to persuade for- 
eign nations of Gainefs guilt. It waa written on Palm. 
Sunday (Ap. 13) to his brethren of the society, being an 
apology for his several confessions and disclosures, which, 
as he had been lalsety informed, had scandalized the whole 
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body of cattolios. Dr. AadrewH, at that time bishop of 
Chioheeter, made from it a eelectiun of passages, which he 
published in hisTortaraTorti, printed in London in 1609, 
and in Hanau in 1610. The same wore copied from the 
work of Andrews by Casaubon in his Epistola ad Fron- 
tonem Ducseum, prinl^ Id London in 1611, and in Frank- 
fort in 1613. Lastly came Dr. Robert Abbot, brother to 
the archbishop, who added to the former selection, and 
published the whole in a new Latin version in 1613. In 
tbrmer editions of this history, judging from the specimen 
exhibited by Dr. Andrews, I had no hesitation in pro- 
nouncing the letter a forgery : the remarks of Mr. Jardine 
(p. 328) liave induced me to compare the two versions ; 
and the comparison has led me to the ooncIuMon, not, 
indeed, that there was no original, but that so many falsi- 
ficafiona inconsistent with facts were introduced into the 
translation by Dr. Andrews, that I was justified in sup- 
posing that there was none. 

That the reader may judge of the arts employed to con- 
firm the conviction of the Jesuit, he may compare the 
parallel paesagesoutof this letter in the following columns, 
the first taken from.the more correct verwon of Dr. Abbot, 
the other from the false version of Dr. Andrews, published 
four years earlier : — 

Causa, qua adduotus Nam quid facerem ? P. 

sum agnosoere consoientiam AceuBabaut me reliqui 

meam, fuit quod me aecu- omnes conjurati. 2^. Ca- 

aaverant omnes qui ante- tiebieHs usus semper apud 

cesaerant, Catesbeio nomeu eoa fuerat aucturitate mea, 

meum obtendonte, guo aliis qtta adduTit pene omnes 

persuaderet, qui me multo ul bene senlirent de nego- 

magi) ream esistiraarunt tio, quo fectum est ut ad 

Iuam revera, fueram. p. unum omnes me haberent 

16. pro reo, p. 426. 

Porro intercepts sunt. Liters etiam a me au- 

nescio qjoa, perfidia, litera) rantiaram sucoo scriptte ad 

me£e ad Duam Annam D. Annam, nescio quorao- 

m Bucco scriptaa, do, in iUorum manus per- 

adversum me venernnt, guibus scienliom 

tice arrivuerunt, meam Twn obscure confet- 

tinecausii. Ibid, sus a-am. Ibid. 
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Afqiie hie coaotus sum De acousato Qrenwello 

quoque nomioare Gren- ita respondit, " atiquidem, 

wellum ; qaod nunquani si fuga sibi cansu/umel 

fecissem, nisi mihi pro Grenwellus (putabat enim 

certo dictum fiiisset ab turn captvimetinouBtodia;) 

amico eum in partes ultra^ aliam aliquam ratiouem in- 

marinas, evasisse. Quod eundam ^se, atque febu- 
1am aliam formalem sibi 



me oportuisset, seoHus meos fingendam esse. Ibid, 
ad aliam formalem fabulam 
eicogitandam. Ibid. 

Be ita, ut &ctiim est, Cian enim rem scire me 

habente, neeeasarium erat. jam sdrent omnes, aliunde 

Primo namque non pote- petenda mihi fuit origo 

ram a . conjuratorum aliquo cosnitionis mese. A con- 

mutaatam dicere notitiam epiratoribuB laids non po- 

meam : hoc enim contra- teram ; quod ssepe illis 

rium erat religiosiBsimis diclo, scripto, sancte pro- 

proteetationibus meis, quaa testalus essum me ilhs non, 

aoripto feceram oatholieie froditurum unquam. p. 

ommbus, et Terbo oonsii- 427. 



)t escape the notice of the reader that the many 
i renderings in the translation of Br. Andrews 
are wilful, all being made for the purpose of aggravating 
the guilt of Garnet. Dr. Abbot's translation has tlio 
appearance of being much more correct, though he also 
seems not to have felt any objection lo the employment of 
a little fraud, when its object was to blacken the ciiaracter 



With this -view he copies certain apparently endearing 
eipressions from her lettars, and makes her sign them with 
the initials A. G. ; as if she had taken Garnet's name, 
and looked upon herself as his wife (Antil, 13d) ; wherena 
her words are only eipressive of her grief to be deprived 
of one who had been for many years her spiritual director ; 
and her real signature (for these letters are still in the 
State Paper office) is not A. G,, but, as Mr, Jardine has 
remarked (p. 200), A. V. or Anne Vaux. 

There ia m the same letter, written on Palm Sunday, a 
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paBsage which appears to me to explain the whole of Gaor- 
net's ooniluct. "Always," he aays, " I condemned th* 
plot oAaotulely in my atcn mind : and say opinion gener- 
ally was, that all stirs agiiinat the king were uiilawful : 
hecause the authority of the pope, who had forbidden 
all each attempts, was wanting. And of thia my opin- 
ion I have many wituessea, with whom I have reasoned 
on the subject : though I did not dare absolutely to con- 
demn the opinioTts oj aihers, or take away the liberty 
which many theologians allow tu eatholicB, though 
against my opinion. (Antil. 146.) The fact was, 
that Garnet followed the doctrine of probabilism. He did 
not conceal hia own sentiments, but he refused to condemn 
those who thought themselves justified in adopting the 
opposite opinion. 

It^. In 1675 certain lettera were discovered written from 
the Tower by Digby to his wife, but intended fur Gerard. 
In them he expresses his surprise and sorrow that the 
design should be condemned by the catholics and mission- 
aries in general, and declares that be would never have 
engaged in it, had he not been persuaded that it was law- 
ful. " It was my certain belief that tho* which were 
"boat able to jud^e of the lawfulness of it had been 
" acquainted with it, and given way unto it. More loar 
" sons 1 had to persuade to this belief than I dare utter, 
" wbioh I will never to the suspicion of any, though I 
"should be to the rack for it.' — Gunpowder TVeason, 
edition of 1679, p. 242. In reference to the same subject 
he proceeds in a subsequent latter : — " I do answer your 
" spech with Mr. Brown thus. Before that I kngw any- 
" thing of this plot, I did ask Mr. Farmer (Garnet) what 
" the meaning of the pope's brief was." (This brief was 
sent to Garnet on the Itfth of July, 1603, in consequence 
of Watson's treason, wbioh 1 mention because a very 
erroneous meaning has been given t« this passage in Miss 
Aikin's Court of James I,) " He told me they were not, 
" meaning priests, to undertake to procure any atiris : hut 
" yet they would not hinder any (neither w.ia it the 
" pope's mind they should) that should be undertaken for 
" oatholick good. 1 did never utter thus much, nor would 
" not, but to you : and this ans)|ror, with ilr. Oateetiye's 
" proceedings with him and me, gave me absolute belief 
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" that the matter in general was approved, though evety 
"particular vras not knowo."— p. 250, 251. Henee ifc 
appsara ki have been the persuasion of Digbj that Garnet 
approved of the plot. But had ho any assurance of it? 
It ia plain that he had not. " As I did not know directly 
" that it was approved bj such, so did I hold it in luy 
" conaoience the beat not to know anj more, if I might." 
— p. 212. _ This coneeseion appears Co take away the force 
of his previous testimony. 

With respect to Greanvray, it is certain that he knew 
of the secret in confession. Ijut of this the mioisters were 
unacquainted at the time of the proclamation. The 

f rounds of tho cliarge gainst him were the following : 
■'. According to the attorney-general at the trial, Bates 
had acknowledged that he mentioned the matter to Graen- 
■way, and received from him instructions to do whatever 
his master should order. On the other side, Greenway, in 
a paper which lies before me, declares, on his salvation, 
that Bates never spoke one word to him on the subject, 
either in or out of conieswon : and Bates himself, in a let- 
ter vrritten before he suffered, asserts that he merely said it 
was his suspicion that Greenway might have known some- 
thing of the plot. 2-'. On the sixth of November Green- 
way rode to the conspirators at Huddington, and adminis- 
tered to them the sacrament. He replies that, having 
learned, from a letter vrritten by sir Everard to lady Digby, 
the danger in which they were, he deemed it a duty to 
offer to them the aids of religion, before they suffered that 



for the house of Mr. Abingdon, at Henlip. Greenway 
escaped to Fhinders. 

The charge against Gerard rested at first on the very 
slender foundation I already mentioned in chapter 1st, p. 
30, note. The moment it was made, he loudly proclaimed 
his innocence, and in several letters demanded justice from 
the lords in the council. Six-and- twenty years later, tie 
charge was revived against him by Anthony SmiUi, a 
secular clergyman, who made affidavit before Dr. Smith, 
bishop of Cnalcedon and vicai>apostoiic in England, that 
in hia hearing Gerard iiad said, in the novitiate at Liege, 
that he worked in the mine with the lay conspirators till 
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bis clothes were bs wet with perspiratioD OB if thej had 
been dipped in water ; and that the general condemnation 
of the plot was chie^ owing to iU bad Buccesa, as had 
often happened to the attempts of unfortunate generals in 
war. Mti. copy dated April 17, 1631. On the contrary, 
Gerard, being called upon by hie supeciors, again pro- 
claimed his innocence, asBeited it on oath, and took tbe 
sacrament upon it : and it ntay be thought Bdme, tliough 
not very concluaiTe, proof in bis iavour, that Fautes, in hia 
eiamination on the 8th of November, says, that " none 
" but gentlemen worked in tlie mine." (Origiual in the 
State Paper Office.) For my own part, after having 
read what he wrote in hia own vindication, I cannot doubt 
hia innocence, and suspect that Smitli unintentionally 
attributed to him what he had heard him say of soma 
other person. 

I will only add that implicit faith is not to be given 
even to the doeumenta published by the government. 
Winter ia said to have contc^ed that l^aukes went to Flan- 
ders with the intention of communicating the ^lot to 
Owen. (Gunpowder lYeason, p. 56.J Faukee is also 
made to assert the same. " I retired into the low coun- 
" treya by advice'and ^rectiqn of the Test ; as well to ac- 
" quaint Otaen wilh the particulars of the pht as also least 
"by my longer stay it might have grown suspicious." 
Ibid., 42. llie original oi Winter's confession is lost; 
that of Faukes ia still in the State Paper Office, but I un- 
derstand that it does not contain the passage which is 
printed in italics. Two other instances are noticed by Mr. 
Jaidine, p. 6. 

NoTB(E),Pago79. 

This controversy brought to light a fact which James 
waa moat anxious to conceal. 

The reader is aware of the two papal breves, which had 
be«» isaued by Clement VIII. in contemplation of the 
approaching death of Elizabeth. I cannot discover that 
any copies of these breves exist ; but from' a copy of the 
letter which accompanied thom, when they w "■ '■~ 

the nuncio at Brussels, i . >■ ...-a - -.. 

notion of their purport. 
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the p<Kili3', "scripMrnas, eosque efScaciter hortati sumus 
" ut, si unqnaa iiliaa, nunc maxime Concordes et uDanimea 
" Mnt, ao quibasvia tefrenis affectibus et perturbatioiiibus 
" semotis, ad aolain Dei gtoriam, veram rcgni utilitatem, 
" et fidei catholicsB cfinTersationem nspiciant : neque ae ad 
" hiBreticorum coamlia adjungi, eorumve dolis et aatu se 
" de aaa constantia diinoveri patiantur. Scripsimus etiam 
"ad Arohiprjesbjteram Anglite gusque assistentee, et 
" cieterum olerum, ut tarn necessariam catholicorum, 
" pneBertim nobilium, unionem eummo studio conseireiit, 
" eoBque omni officii ^enere permoveant, ne oui suffragea- 
" tur in hoc gravissimo negotio, niai vere catholico, ut 
" quod summopere in Domino cupimue, sancta et salutaria 
" novi regia oreatio, Dei adjutrice gratia, sequatur." MS. 
letter. 

Of the breves Jamea had complained as prejudicial to 
bis right to the crown ; and Bellarmino, in hie reply un- 
der the name of Matthasus Tortus, toot oecaeion to pub- 
liah a letter written by the king himself to Clement VlII. 
in 1599, in which he Bolidt«d the dignity of cardinal for a 
SoDttish catholic, the bishop of Vaizon, and HohHoribed 
himself, Beatitudiois yeatrsB obsequentissimua flliue. J. R. 
(See it in Rushworth,i. 166.) Thia was a stroke for 
which James was not prepared : at firat he sank under it ; 
he saw himself convicted of duplicity or perfidy in the 
eyes of all Europe. As hia only resource, he determined fo 
deny the fact. Balmerino, his secretary at the time, viae 
aummoned before the council ; and after aeveral esamina^ 
tjona, at the last of which the king himself attended un- 
seen, yet within hearing, he eonaentud to acknowledge that 
he had artfully proourSi the royal signature to the letter, 
but at the aame time had kept his sovereign in ignorance 
both of ila contents and of its addreas. 

If we inquire more nearly into the artifice which he vraa 
supposed to have employed for this purpose, we shall pro- 
nounce the atory totally unworthy of credit. Balmerino 
was made to eoafesa that, finding he could not prevail on 
the king to open a correspondence with the pope, he pro- 
cured a letter to he compBed by Edward Drummond ; 
this, at a moment when Jiimes was about to mount his 
horse on a hunting-party, was laid in the midst of several 
other despatches before him ; and the king in the hurry 
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Bigned it together with tlie othere, in total ignorance of ita 
object. 

This is suffioientlj im probable, but let us ask what were 
the otlier despatches ? They were letters to the dukta of 
Florence and Savoy, and to the cardinals Aldobrandini, 
Bellarmine, and Cajetan, at Rome. So much it was neoes- 
eary to admit, otherwise Bellarmine would have published 
them. Now, nbat could induce the king to write to these 
three cardinals? The answer is, that he never meant to 
do so ; that the letters were placed before him without any 
addresa, and signed by him under the notion that they 
would be forwarded to" the cardinals of the house of Guise, 
hia maternal relations ; that they were thus sent in one 
packet t« the archbishop of Glasgow, his ambassador at 
the court of France, and directed by tliat prelate, without 
any authority from the king, to the three cardinals Aldo- 
brandini, Bellarmine, and Cjjetau ! — See Balmerino's con- 
fession, or rather the declaration which was composed for 
bim to sign, in Torlura Torli, p. 28S. 

No man can read this story without pronouncing it at 
once a collection of folaehoods. Indeed, it was so uuder- 
stooi at the time. " He confessed simulatly, as was 
" thought by thesse that best wnderstooti the oourle, and 
" hott matt-ers then went, to liberat the king of suche 
grossnes." Ballbur, ii. 20. 

In consequence of his oonfeaMon, Balmerino's name was 
erased from tlie list of privy councillors in England, and 
he was sent to be tried in Scotland, where he recMved 
judgment of death. " Bot by the king's secrett commands 
" to the earle of Dunbar, he was a^aine remitted to the 
'• cuatodey of the lord Scone, as a dosse prissoner, to be 
" keipt at Falkland ; and from thence wTis enlarged and 
" confyned to his auen housses in Angus shyre, and Bal- 
" mermoche in Fyffe ahyre, qnher he deyed of a feucr and 
" waickncs in the stomacbe, some few mounthes after the 
" death of his arch-enimey and competitor, CeioiD, earl of 
"Salishurrey (after quhome) , if aney tyme he^had sur- 
" wined (as waa talked by them that best knew the king's 
"mynd),hehad beine in gtater crydit with his master 
" than euer." Balfour, ii. 31). 
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Note (F), Page 200. 

The elief ohject of Beonet'e mission to Rome was to 
obtain a bishop to preside over the English cathoHc church. 
The secular cleray had repeatedly remonstrated against 
the government, t^ an archpriest : but, though their case 
■was supported by the favourable testimonj of Barberini, 
the nuncio at Paris, and of Bentivogiio, the nuncio at 
Brusaeis, they did not succeed before the death of Harri- 
son, the second arChpriest after Blackwall. Then Bennet, 
accompanied by Farrar, another clerCT-man, pressed the 
matter on the attention of Gregory XV., the reigning 
pope. Their principal advocate was cardinal Bandini, 
who argued that every church, by the institution of Christ, 
ought to be jkead under the auperintendence of bishops ; 
that, had episcopal government been established among 
the English catholics, the disputes of the missionaries, the 
unadvised attempts again^ the state, and even the gun- 
powder plot, would in all probability have been prevented ; 
and that, unless the request of the cle^ were granted, 
the French prelates, and particularly tlie archbishop of 
Eouen, who iiad already made some attempts, would take 
upon themselves the chief tore of the English church. 
He waa opposed hy cardinal Melliui, who contended that 
episcopal government was not essential la the esistence of 
a provmdal church ; that to introduce it into fbaland 
would be to expose the catholics to additional sevenlies ; 
and that the connexion already eiisling between the 
French and English olei^ madeit proh^hle that the lat- 
ter, if placed under a bishop, would make common cause, 
and demand the same privileges with the former. The 
petition of Bennet was strongly supported by the French 
and Spanish ambassadors ; ana the pope had expressed a 
disposition to gratify the cler^, when tJie adversaries of 
the measure, as a last resource, appealed to the fears and 
jealousies of James. Toby Matthews, pretending an un- 
willingnees that any arrangement should be adopted which 
might prove disagreeable to the king, revealed the whole 

Proceeding to the council. James was not deceived as to 
is motive {see a letter in CabaU, 292, and others in 
Bacon's works, vol. vi-.) ; but he communicated to the 
pontiff, through tlie Spanish ambassador, hie resolution 
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■Hffer to admit a cstholio bishop into Ma domiuioiis. Gre- 
gory hesitated ; instead of four biahopa; he appointed oslj 
one ; and, that the new prelate might be less objectionable, 
he aelocted for the office Dr. Bishop, who had formerly 
Mgned the celebrated protestation of allegiance in the laat 
Tear of Elizabeth. Slali, as it waa doubtful how far the 
fang might yield, or the bishop himaelf might form eon- 
nenons with the French prelates, he made hint rerocable 
at pleaaure. He waa consecrated in France, and received 
power to exercise episcopal authority over the catholics of 
England and Scotland. But the Scots immediatelT re- 
moBflteated: they never had been, they never would be, 
subject to an English prolate : and Gregory, to satisfy this 
national jealousy, ordered Biahop to abstain, till further 
orders, from pretending to any jurisdiction witUn tlie 
kingdom of .Scotland. _ MSS. penes me. 

Note (Q), Page 180. 

1. The s^tlement of the United Statts. 

2. The trmulalion of the Bible. 

nt of the duty of Dr. IJngard's editor t 
missions in hia work, where he h& 



attempt to fill omissions in hia work, where he has thought 
a subject too litde important to deserve mendon. 

But American readera will be more apt than English- 
men to look in theae pages for aome memoranda oT the 
first permanent English aetSementa of Amerita. The 
EnglishsettlementBofViimiiia, of Plymouth, and of New 
Hampshire, and the Dutch settlement at New York, were 
made during James'a reign. The firat of theae are, to 
most American rea^lers, among the most remarkable inci- 
dents of that reign. I make here, therefore, a few memo- 
randa of the dates of these events, which are not alluded 
to in tho test, and of some of their connexiona with the 
narrative which is given there. 

In 1602, Bartholomew Gosnold, an Englishman, made 
the first direct passage across the Atlantic, without touch- 
ing at the Canary Mands. He coasted along the shore 
ofMaasaohuBetta, discovered Cape Cod, built a fort on one 
of tlie Elizabeth Islands, which he abandoned, however, 
and tetomed home. 
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The nest year, the first year of king Jmnes, some Bris- 
tol merchanta sent out Martin Pring with two yeseelB to 
the same coasts. He explored ahnost the nhole Atlantic 
shore of New England, which he yiaited again in 1606. 

At that period, it is not known that there -was an Eng- 
lishman in the whole region now occupied bv the American 
States. The French had a colony in 1605, in Acadia, 
now Nova Scotia. This was planted hy De Monts, a 
French gentleman, who had a grant from the French king 
of the territory from the 40th to the 46th degree of north 
latitude. 



garded as extinct, James I. granted " The Great Ktent 
of Virginia " to a few adventurerB, some of whom had 
been concerned with earlier enterpriaea under Raleigh's 
patent. 

This patent assigned the right of colonization between 
the 34th and 45th d^reea of north latitude to two English 
companies. Of these, one, called the First, or Southern 
colony of Virginia, was limited to the region between tha 
34th and 4l8t degrees of latitude. The other, called the 
Second, or NortKem colony of Virginia, was limited to 
the region between the 38th and 45tn degrees of latitude. 
The former is generally called The London company ; the 
other, The Plymouth company i because the cities of Lon- 
don and Plymouth furnished respectively most of the 
adventurers in them. 

Under the right of the London company Jamestown was 
settled, ia the present State of Virginia. The colony 
arrived at James river May 23, 160T, and from that period 
the permanent settlement of the United Sbitea has been 
generally dated. The date must he understood to relate 
£) settlements by BnglishmeQ. Of the more recent acqui- 
sitions of territorjr by the United States, the city of St. 
Augustine, in Florida, was begun by the Spaniards Sept. 
17, 1565, and is, in feet, the oldest city in the Unilfid 
States. The dty of Santa Fe, in the territory of New 
Mesico, is supposed to have been founded soon after Sept, 
21, 1595,— the date of a petition, sdll eitant, for the 
establishment of such a colony. 

Jamestown, bearing kmg James's name, has been for 
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jmanT years a ruin. Jamea river retains his name : and 
Ute Capes Charles and Henry, at the mouth of Chesapeake 
l>ay, retain the names of the two roval princes. Charlefl 
river, dischai^ing into the sea at Boston, was so named 
by Smith, in 1614, in honor of prince Charles. Cape Ann, 
in Massaohusetts, bears the name of James's queen. 

After the auccMsful establishuient of its colony, the 
Southern, or London company, obtaiued new grants in 
1609 and 1611-12. 

The Northern, or Plymouth company, sent out two expe- 
ditions at about the same time with the expedition to 
Jamestown. Of these, one was taken by the Spaniards. 
The other, under command of Popham, spent the winter 
of 1605-7 at the mouth of the Kennebec, and the next 
spxijig returned discouraged to England. 

The fisheries of the American coast, meanwhile, began 
to be resorted to by English fishermen. 

In 1607 and 1608, Henry Hudson, an Englishman, then 
in the employ of London merchants, made two Toyagee to 
the northern coasts of America, in hope of finding the 
north-west passage. He coasted along some parts of 
Greenland. His employers were diseatiSled, and in 1609 
he entered the servica of the Dutch East India com^y. 
In that year, he sailed westward again, examined Dela- 
ware bay, and discovered Hudson's river. He traced the 
river nearly as far as Albany, and then returned to Europe. 
He came to England in November, and kin^ James forbade 
his return to Holland. But the Dutch East India com- 
pany followed up his success, established a regular traffic 
with the Indians; and, in 1614, their agents, who had 
before had a summer station at Manhattan, wintered there. 
The Dutch West India company, with the exclusive privi- 
lege of American trade, was founded in 1621. 

Henry Hudson, in 1610, in an English sliip, discovered 
Hudson's Bay, and wintered there. Hia crew mutinied 
the next year, left him and seven companions to die, and 
returned to England. 

The king's policy in attempting to repress Puritanism 
had driven from ESighind a company of thtlke separatists, 
who were nicinamea"Brownists," from their attachment 
ta principles proclaimed by Robert Browne. One body of 
them escaped to HoUanc 
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dissatisfied with their position, thej resolved to emigrate 
to America, and sailed in 1620, having obtained a grant 
from the Southern Vii^nia company. They had intended 
to settle near the Hudson river. But they reached Oane 
Cod as late aa Nov. 10, and, eager to iand, eetUed m 
Plymouth on the 11th of December, (0. S.) 

Meanvrhile, a successful espedition made by Capt. John 
Smith, in 1614, along the ooaat of New England, had 
renewed the interest in the patent of the Northern com 
pany, which, after much difficulty, obtained some acces- 
sions to its first wivileges, and, Nov. 3, 1620, the " Great 
Patent of New England" was obtained from the king. 
By this patent " the council established at Plymouth, m 
." the county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, and gor- 
" erning of New England, in America," became an inde- 
pendent company. 

The fisheries had so advanced that, in 1623, when this 
companv sent over an officer to enforce its supposed rights 
and prohibit unlicensed vessels from fishing, he found the 
fishermen loo strong for him. In 1624, there were about 
fifty vessels engagca in these fisheries. For the forwarding 
of this buwness, as early aa 1623, an attempt was made to 
establish a station of fishermen at Cape Ann by soma 
merehanla of Dorchester. This enterprise was not main- 
tained for more than three years. 

In 1622, Sir Ferdinand Gorges and Oapt. John Mason, 
two of the new "council of Plymouth," had obtained 
from that council a grant of the lands between the Mer- 
rimack and Sagadaioo, wldoh they called Laconia. In 
1623, they eatablisbed two settlements near Piscataqua 

These establishmenta on the American coast show the 



Plymouth," there were " sis reli^ous persons," who 
afterwards obtwned a grant from it of the territoiy aiound 
Massachusetts bay, and became the Massadiusetta com- 
pany. But this was not till March 19, 1628. Some of 
the causes which assisted in the Massachusetts settlement 
are aUuded to on p. 305 of the test. 

The " council of Plymouth " itself did little, during 
(he later years of the king's reign, but make grants to 
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APFINDIX. 407 

otbbra. In 1622, thej complained to the king that inter- 
lopen iDterfared with theic tights ; and James issued ft 
pTticlamation oommandiuB that none should frequent the 
ooasta of New England without theii license or tbe ordera 
of the privj coimci!.* 

2. It is not rangnlar that Dr. lon^rd should have 
patsed with slight notice the history of the authorized tcp- 
won of the BiMe made ia this reign. But its dedication 
to James has made his mune known to miltiona who never 
read a word of English history. The epistle of dedica- 
"-- -■- addressed to flie " Most High and Mighty Prince 



Jambs." The work was promised at the Hapiptoi 
fercnce. (See p. 24.) It was committed by the 
ahout six months after, to forty-seven divines, who 



divided into sn companies of translators. Their work 
was completed, and passed a very thorough revision, in 
1611. It is based on the " BishoyB Bible." If it were 
necessary to va^ from this text, the translators used Tjn- 
dale's version, '^ndale's and iWers's, called Matthew's, 
Coverdale's, Cranmer's and the Geneva Bible, wherever it 
was poasible. This course was taken (o avoid, as &r as 
might be, the suspicion of novelty. 

Tlie first edition was printed in blaok-letter, in folio, in 
1611. 

See McClure's Translators Revived. New York: 1853. 

— AUEBICAN EVITOS. 

NOTK (H), Page 308. 

Rushworth and Prynne complain bitterly of the indal- 

Cce granted to recueanta in their compositions. The 
; was, that the fine l« the proprietor in the first instattca 
was moderate in cmnparison with the penalty due by tha 
law. But every estate was burthened with a great num- 
ber (tf annuities to ditliirent branches of tJie family, and 
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